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MR. PITT*S 

PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 



June 17, 1793. 

Mr. fox haviDg moved an addresi m hit Majcttf, reqnntiDg turn to uke 
the earliest meainro for procuiiDg Peace with Fnnce on temu consuteot 
with the justice and polic; of the Britith tntlioQ, 

Mr. Pitt rose to deliver hii lentimetics in oppontion to the motioa : 

After what has been alrcddy so abl; urged, I do not, in the 
present stage of the debate, conceiTe it necessarf to speak to . 
the merits of the question. The almost unanimoua call of the 
house shews, that on that point they have already snfficisntlf 
made up their minds. But something has been alleged on die 
genuut grounds on which the motioa is brought forward, and 
particular allusions have l>een made to me, which I cannot allov 
to pais over in siluice. The motion lias been introduced by die 
honourable gentleman on the eve of the conclusion of the sea* 
sion, no doubt as a solemn expression of the sentiments ent«r« 
tained by him on the present state of affMrs, and I should be 
sorry that my opinion on the present occasion should be at ftU 
equivocal. I do not, then, hesitate to declare that this motion tl 
in itself the most impolitic and preposterous which could 
possibly be adopted^'thc most contradictory to those geAeral 
principles which at all times ought to regalate our conduct, and 
the most nnsuitable til those particular circumstances in whidt 
we are new placed. Such is my opinion of the nature of this 
motioa, which points out to ni a line of conduct we can by no 
jneans pursue, namely, to make peact upon terms which eren, 
vol.. II. ' B 



2 MR. PITT'S [JuN-E 17 

if within our reach, we ought not to accept, but which, in fact, 
is only calculated to amuse and delude the people, by holding 
out to them a possibility of peace, when, in reality, -peace is 
impossible^ and thus serving to create groundless discontents 
and dissalisfaclion with (he present situation nf aiTairs. 

Are wc, I' wMild ask, in pursuance of this,nv)tion, toly^con. 
tent merely with (he French relinquishing those conquests 
which they have unjustly made, without either obtaining repa- 
ration for the injuries they have already done us, or security 
against their future repetition ! There might, indeed, be situa- 
tions in which we might be compelled to adopt such a conduct. 
Against necessity there is no possibility of contending. But,- 
indeed, it would be rather strange if we should do that at the 
beginning of a most successful war, which could only be advi- 
sable at the conclusion of a most disastrous one. It would be 
a principle somewhat new, if, when unjustly attacked, and 
forced into a war, we should think proper to cease from all )ios> 
tiltttes, assoon as the enemy should be unwilling to sopport 
their attack, and go on with the contest. Has such been flie 
case in any of the most favourite periods of the history of this 
country, to wliich the honourable gentleman is so fond of allnd- ' 
ing E Where can he find any snch principle in any of those wars 
which this country has carried on in support of its independence? 
And if so, what is there in the peculiar situation of (he French, 
the disturbers of the peace of Europe, and the unproroked ag. 
gressors of this country, fliat should require any other measure^ 
to be dealt to tbem, than what yie have been accustomed on 
, former occasions to afTotd to our enemies ? Witb a prospect of 
success so great as we hafc in the present moment, are we.to 
grant them an impunity for all those designs which they have bo 
unjustly formed .and attempted to carry into eiecntion ? Would 
this ^tend in any degree to remedy the temporary inconvenience 
to this country, which the honourable gentleraaa has stated as 
■ resulting from the war, bnt which, in reality, is produced bj 
collateral causes ? In no case wetild the conduct here pointed out 
be expedient. But of all cases, where we ought not to stop 
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1793.] PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. . 

mere)}' because the enemy stops, is that where ve ba.re n 
an injury withunt bavUig either obtuned reparation or security. 

This 1 witi illustrate by what is at present onr situation. And 
first I will a£k, what was the state of thb conntry wiA retpfcct to 
Prance, previoiis to the declaration of war on her part? We 
then coDlended, first. That she had broken a treaty with one 
allies, which we were bound to support : secondly, Thatslw 
had engaged in schemes of ambitioa and aggrandicement, in- 
consisleiit with the interests of tills country, and the general se- 
curity of EarOpe : thirdly. That she had entertained prindplea 
hostile to all gorernments, and more particnlaHy to our awn. 
In consequence of all these circumstances, yon then de- 
clared in addresses to his Majesty, that if proper satisfaction 
was not obtained, a war must be the consequence. Bui while 
this was in agitation, they had thcmseltes declared war, and 
been guilty of a sudden and unproToked aggression upon thii 
country. Is then that aggression, the dimas of allthdfinjor 
ries,' to induce you to abandon those* reasonable views of Satis- 
faction which before you entertained ? The necessity of secu- 
rity against those three (wints, their disregard of treaties^ 
their projects of ambition, and their dangerous principles, cer. 
tunly becomes greater, inasmuch as their injuries are increased 
by the aggression. The argument for satisfaction, instead of 
being diminished, derives greater strength from this last cir- 
cumstance. Indeed if we were foiled, we might then be in- 
duced to ah&ndon those views with which we had set oat, to 
submit (o the hardship of onr fate, and to receive such terms as 
necessity might dictate. But those terms which the motion 
prescribed are not such oj are to be aimed at In thefirst instance, 
but such as are only to be submitted to in the last eztr«uity. 
The question then is, whether we shall now court calamity, 
whether we sh;^l, after a most successful commencement, vo- 
luntarily submit to ^1 the most direful consequences of failnrt 
and defeat ? At prescfdt we have both right and interest on onr i 
side. . Shatl we abandon both i Shall we, with the means of 
doing onrselres justice, pass by the most repeated and ig^ti* 
■ 2 , 
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4 MR. PITT'S. [Joke 17» 

vated inj uriea , uid grant peace to tl^oie whose nnprOToXed aggrei- 
sion alone compelled us to arm in our own defence? The qnes> 
tion resolres ibelf into this ; shall we, from a view of the pre- 
sent sitnation of the belligerent poweri, rislc more by rigorously 
persisting in the war till we hare obtained its objects, or by 
abandoning it without either reparation or securii; ? I shall only 
put the qtiestion, and leare it to yon to decide. 

Allow me only to inbjoin a few remarks with reference to 
some points nrged by the honourable gentleman who made the 
motion. Vfe thought it necessary in the first instance, upon 
being' attacked, to enter vigoTOUiIy into the war. Did we not 
see the evils which we might expect (o encounter in carrying it 
on ? Were we insensible of those calamities with which ercry 
war is attended ? Have these evils and calamities turned out to 
be greater than at first were expected and foreseen? On this 
point I shall not refer yon to the inflamed esaggerations of the 
honourable gentleman, who predicted from the war, even in its 
commencement, every possible calamity, such as the, most 
alarming discontents at home, the total slagiialion of cooimerce, 
and interruption of public prosperity ; and who represented 
Uiat its Infallible consequence must be not to check the schemes 
and repulse the progress of (he enemy, but, on the contrary, to 
unite their vie#s and concentrate their vigour. No — however 
justified I might be in taking thfs statement, I shall refer you only 
to the more moderate apprehensions of' those who, though con- 
vioced of Ibu necessity of the w«r, were not insensible to its dread, 
ful consequences. These apprehensions happily hfre been dis- 
appointed, and the very reverse of those calamities, which there 
. was but too much reason to dread) has taken place. The war 
hu been attended, even in its outset, with the most brilliant, . 
rapid, and unexpected success. The views of the enemy have 
experienced a most effectual check, and every circumstvice 
concurs to favour the hope of our bdng able completely to ac- 
complish every object of the war Is there any thing, then, in this 
ritnation, to induce us to abandon our views it reparatioa and 
security ! — Are we to give up.0Dr claims of satisfaction, merely 
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I7P3.J PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHE&. 5 

because ne haTe been beyond example snccessfiil in repelling 
an unjust attack f To urge this point, would indeed be vrasting 
ifae time of the house. 

Theonlyqaestion that remains, is, at what period, nnd from 
what situation ot affairs, we are to obtain (hat reparation and ' 
Beeurity which we desire ? How long arc we to wait for these 
objects ? Are we to place them upon circumstances mhiqh may 
nerer happen, and thus pursue them without any possibility of' 
attaining onr end, which may be the case if we look to the eslab- 
lishmeat of any particalar government in France? The anawer 
to these questions, like the degree of security and reparation to 
be crittained, depends upon circumittancea of comparison. I 
dedare, Aat on the part af tbi> goTernoient there was no inleti. 
^n, if the country had not been altaeked, fo interfere in the ' 
■Ht^al kff^rs of France. 'Hiii was clearly proved by the sys. 
tem of neutrality, on oar.jMrt, so strictly obserred. But having 
been attacked, I affirm, that there is notliing, either in the ad. 
dreiseB to hb Majesty, or Qie declarations of his servants, which 
pledges us not to take advantage of any interference in the inter, 
nal affurs of France that may be necessary. T, for my own part, 
repeat, that I have given no sach pledge. I do not say that if, 
without any interference, sufficient security tfod reparation eould 
be had for'thiG country, 1 would not, in that case, be of opinion 
diat we ought to abstain from all inlerfcrpnee, and allow their 
govemmeitt to remain even upon its present footing., But I 
coDMder the question of oblSining these, while the same prioeiple 
diatnow prevails continues to actuate I he- r government, to be 
eitremely difficult, if not impossible. I should certainly thivk, 
that the best security we could obtain, would be in the end of 
that wild ungoverned systefflj from which have resulted those 
injuries against which U is necessary to gua'rd. There are, how. 
ever, diegrces and proportions of security which may be obfaiiu'd 
aad with which we ought to rest satisfied ; these must depend 
upon the cih;umstsnces that shall afterwards arise, and canifot 
be ascertained by any previous definition. But when you have 
sven youTseWes and all Europe attacked — wbcn you. have seen 
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ff MR. PITT'S- ^ tJuNE 17, 

a syEtem estaMished, violating all treaties, disregarding all obli- 
gations, and, nnder the name of the rights of man, uniting the 
principles of usurpatioD abroad, tyranny and cbnfasion at home 
— yoa will judge, whether ypa ought to sit down without some 
secuiity against the consequences of such a system being again 
brought into action. And this security, it appears to me, can ' 
only be obt^ned in oneof three modes 1st, That these prin. 
dplesshail no longer predominate^ or 2dly, That, those, who 
are now engaged in tbem, shall be taught that they are impractU 
cable, and contiaced of their own want of power to carry them 
into execution ; or 3Jly, That the is^ie of the present war shall 
be such as, by wealcening their power of attack, shall strengtiien 
yonr power of resistuice, Wilhoul these, you may indeed have 
an armed truce, • temporary suspension of hostilities; but no 
permanent peace; iio solid security to guard you against'the 
repetition of injury and the renewal of attack: If on these 
points we have made up our' mintre, if we are determined to 
prosecute the war till we shall obtain proper satisfictiun, and at 
least be able to provide some security for the continuance, of 
peace, thg present motion can only tend to fetter the operations 
of war, to delude our subjects, to gratify the factious, to iiiUame 
the discontented, to discourage our allies, to strengthen nur 



What could be the effect of any negbciatJon for peace in Ihe 
present moment ? It is not merely to the character of Marat, 
in& whom we would have to treat, that- 1 object ; it is not to 
the horror of those crimes which hare stained their legislators, 
crimes in erery stage rising above another in point of enonnity ; 
but 1 object to the conseqaenccs of that character, to the effect 
of tho^ crimes. They are such as render negociation useless, 
and mast entirely deprive of stability any peace whichcould be 
concluded in such circumstances. Where is our security for 
the performance of a treaty, where we have neither the good 
faith of a nation, noi the responsibility of a monarch i Tbe mo. 
nent that tbe mob of Paris becomes under the influence of a 
new leader, maiare deliberations are reversed, the roost Bolemn 



:i.« Google 



1793.] PARLIAMENTAp-Y SPEECHES. 7 

engagements &re retracted, our free will is aHogetber canttolled 
by force. In every one of tbe stages of thdr repeated reTula- 
tians we have said, *' Now we have seen the worst, the measure 
of iaiqnity is complete, wc shall ao longer be shocked or asto- 
nished by the contjemplalion of added crimes and increasing 
enormities." The next mail gave us reason to reproach oar^ 
selves with oar credulity, and, b^ preseating us with fresh crimes 
and enormities slill more dreadful, cxcitpd impressions of new 
astonishment and accumulated horror. All the crimes which 
di^race history^ave occuri-ed in one country, in a space so short, 
and with circumstances so highly aggravated, as outrun thought, 
and exceed imagination. Should we treat with Marat, before 
we had finished the ncgociation he might agwu have descend^ 
to the dregs of the people from whom he sprung, and hare giren 
place to a still more desperate vili^n. A band of leaders had 
swayed the mob in constant succession, all resembling in gjilt, 
bat each slriviug to improve npon the crime of his predecessor, 
and swell the black catalogue with new modes and higher gradit- 
tioBS of wickedness — 

^Ttaipaientumpejur avis tulit 
■ Nox neyuiurei, mox daluroa 
Progeniem Titiosiurem. 

No treaty can ciist on their good faith iodepeDdcut of the terms 
of peace. Could they he bound by engagcmaiite mom solemn 
than those to which they had pledged themselves in return for 
our neutrality ? What new engagements can be more biodiag, 
or from what part of the character of the leaders, or what change 
in the principles of action, can we expect greater good faith, or 
stricter attention to engagements, than were exhilnted by Ihi^ir 
predecessors f To make a treaty with theifl would boonly to 
afford them an opportunity of breaking it off before it was fi- 
nished, or violating it in its very commencement. 

But if the motion can answer no good purpose, can it answer 
BO bad one? Might it not serve^to encourage the French? 
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8 MR. PITT'S [Juke 17» 

Whftt the honourable gentlem&n t«Benei as the last part of his 
argument seemed patticularl^ to IiBTe thb tendency, the con. 
durion which he drcv of the necessity of a peace from die situa- 
tion of the conntrj'. If we are really come to that period of 
distreti and embarrassment, that peace upon sach terms is ne. 
cessary, we must indeed submit to the decrees of ProTidenr« 
with the resignation with which we would submit to the sacrifice 
of our independence. If the period of our rnin is come, wo 
must prepare to meet the fate which we cannot avert ; we can- 
not meet it in any sliape more dreadful tlian that which is pro- 
posed by the motion of the honourabte gentleman. But our 
situation is not yet so desperate. With respect to the «robar. 
rassment of credit, and the coMseqnent interruption of commerce, 
I may safely say, that'none have watched it more carefully than 
myself, none can hare, felt it more anxiously. The honourabib 
gentleAan states the means of relief, which ha*e been adapted by 
the legislature, as, in his opinion, a proof of the extent of the 
calamity. For my part, I have formed a very ditferent conclu- 
sion. The effect of the relief held out by the legislature, even 
before it was experienced, was completely to restore confidence 
and vigour to commerce — a proof that the embarrassed state of 
credit was only temporary, and, in & great measure, accidental. 
It clearly was not the eifect of the war in which this country was 
engaged, but was influenced by the state of the Continent, where 
the war had previously subsisted, aitd where it had taken away 
the market for our commodities. This embarrassment then 
could only l>e ascribed to that cause which had produced so many 
other calamities — that destroying spirit on the Continent, which 
devours not only t^ fruits, but the seeds of indnstry — which 
' overtums the very altar of society, and lets loose upon the 
world all the horrors of anarchy and desolation. 

The question then is, whether wo shall persevere in those eJ(.. 
ertions, by which we may at least remove this inconvenience, 
whilej in ccoporation with onr allies, we strive to remove its 
cause— a canse which, if not checked,' might have led to distress 
and ruin? The present inotion, by magnifying the inoonvenienoe 
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vhicb wc have suBtaioed into % calamity, is t^Icnlated to gire S 
false impression, anif gire to what at mtut could only be the ob- 
ject of apprehension at home, «ll the mi»chie*ous coDseqaencei of 
a real distress abroad. It is calculated to (Uscourage onr alHei, 
and inspire our enemies with coafidence. 

Having thus given my opinloa *as a member of parliament, 
there are some allusions which have been made to myself, ai a 
memljer of the cabinet, which I am called upon to notice. 1 
have only to say, that if ercr that honourable gentleman' should 
be a member of the cabinet, I trust that he will be better in. 
formed of the proceedings of the couneils, of other natiuHS, than 
at present he seem» to be with what erery man would desire to 
haresome acquaintance with^-those of his own. He stated, that 
be brought forward his motion -with a Tiew of giring support to 
certain opinions, which he understood to be entertained in the 
cabinet respecting the war. If he brought forward his motion 
from any motive of personal kindness to me, I have orily to 
request that he will withdraw it. Not faaTing lately been much 
in the habit of reading newspapers, I could not easily conceiTe 
to whom the honoarablc gentleman alluded. Indeed, tiiere if 
no proposition which I coald deem so impolitic to b6 bronght 
forward by any of his Majesty's servants as the present motion. 
If there is any JifiTerence in opinion between me and the other 
members of the cabinet, I can bnly assure him, that I am the 
most determined to oppose the grounds and principles upon 
which that motion is founded. The question is, wliether, in 
conjunction with onr allies, with whom our own prosperity ji so 
intimately connected, and with those prospects of success which 
our situation aSbrds, we shall persevere vigorously to oppose 
those destructive principles with which, even though baffled at 
present, we may expect to contend to the latest hours of our lives? 
and on this issue I allow it to rest. I have spoken at much 
greater length than at first I intended; but on this sabject, 
whenever it occurs, I find it impossible to keep those boondi 
which I had prescribed to myself, prompted as t am to enlarge 
by tfce dearest feelings and principles of my heart, affection and 
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gratitnde to my sorereigii) and (hfii duly which I owe as a mem. 
Iiet of the community. 

The mocioD patstd in the ncgaCiTe; 

Ayes.~ 47 

Nbes 187 



■January SIj 1794. 

Deiati on the xddrcBs io answer to kit Majestf's most graciom speech * 
OD DpCDiiijr tlic seuioiu , 

"TVut address, which was moved by Laid Cliffdm and Mcondcd by Sir Peter 
SnrTell) w.as strennously oppoied b; Mr. Fox, who, at the cmdusion of his 
ipeech, tiiored the following amendmeiit, — •' To rccOmmaid to his Majeity 
to treat, as speedily ai possible, for a peace with France upon lafc and advaii- 
ta^eous terms, nithout any reference to the nature oi fum of the goTenuncnc 
that iSight eiim In that country." 

Mr. Pitt observed, that the motion which had been hroiight 
forward by the right honourable genllemant who spoke last, 
amounted to little less than negativiag the ad(1[cs«, and upon 
this priaciple, what had preiiously been said by the noble lordl, 

■ " My Lordi and GenlUma, 

" Thi circumstances under which yon are now assembled, require jour 
most serlout aitentton. 

■* We are engaged in a contest, on the iaaue of which depend the mainte- 
nance of our constitBtloi), laws, and religion: and the security of all civil 

«_' You mutt have observed, with •atiafaetion, the advantages which have 
been obtained by ihe arms of the allied powers, and the change which has 
taken place in the general sitoatinn of, Europe since the commencement of 
the war. The United Pmvinees han; been protected from invasion; the 

'Austrian Netherlands have been lecovered and maintained ; and placet of 
considerable importance have been acquired on the fronliers of France. The 
re-capture of Mentz, and the subsequent succesiCi of the allied armies on the 

.Rhioe, have, notwithstanding the advantages recently obtained by the cne. 

f Mr. Fox. } Lord Morningtoo. 
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exactly refeTred to the subject of debate. From the length to 
which the discussion had been carried, and the lateneU of the 
hour, it was impossible for him to go mnch into detail; yet in 
circumstances of such peculiar and transcendent importance u 

mj in that quarter, praveil highlT- beoeficial to the conunoD cttue. Pof/trtiA 
cSbrti haie been made by my allin in the south of Europe; the temporary 
possesooil of the town and port of Toulon hai pfatlj dlstre«ed the opera- 
tions of m; enemies ; and id the cireunijtancei attending the evacuacion of 
that place, an important and detisi*e blow hi; been given to their nanl 
power, by the discinguiihed conduct, abilitjc<t, nad spirit of taj conuninders, 
officers, and forces, both by sea and land. 

" The French have been driven from their pouesaiona and Gsbery at New- 
iaundland, and important and valuable acquisitions have been made both ia 
the Ea5t and West Indies. 

-" At sea our superiority has been ondispoted, and our commerce id eKcto- 
ally protected, (hat the losses sustained have been iiKoniiderable, in pro- 
portioD to iti extent, and to the C4ptures made on the contracted trad* of the 

'' The circumBtancea by which the hrther progress of the allies hai 
hitherto been impeded, 'not only prove the neccsuty of vig"- tad perae- 
veranceon our part, but, at ther >ame time, confirm the npectation of ultimate' 

" Our cneoues have derived the means of temporary exertion,' frtm a sy*- - 
tern which has enabled them to dispone arhitrariiy of the tives aod property 
of a numerous people, and which openly violates every rettraint of justice, hu- 
manity, and religion ; but these eflbrls, productive as they necenarily have 
been of internal discontent' and cootuiion in France, have also tended J^pidly 
toeihaust the natural and real strength of that country. 

*' Although I cannot bat regret the neceiiary continnance of 'the war, I 
should ill consult the essential interests of my people, if I were detiroiB of 
peace on any grounds but such as may provide for their permanent safety, 
aodfor the independence and security of Europe. The gctaipmcnt of the*c 
ends is atitl obstructed by the prevalence of a system in France, equally ln< 
compatible with the happiness of that country, and with the ttanquilliEy of 
ril other nations. 

** Under this impression^ I thoDght proper to make a decliTation of the views 
and principles by which I am guided. I have ordered a copy of this declii- 
ration to be laid before yon, Idgedier with copies of several convention! and 
treaties with different powers, by which you will percrive how large a pirt of 
Earope is united in a cause of such general concein. 

■■ I reflect with unspeakable satisfaction on the steady loyalty and Btn at- 



.lizedbyCoOglc 



12 MR. PITT'S [J*H. 21, 

the present, tbough he could add little more, in point of argu- 
ment, to what had already been so ably and fully stated by his 
noble friend, he considered it as incumbent on him expressly to 
delifer his opinion on several points yiUcb had been urged by 

Ucbmmt to the esubluhed conMitntion and govcTninent, which, ootwitlc 
standing tht continueil eSbiu employed to mislead aod to seduce, have been 
so geoerally prevalent among all ranks oi xaj people. These sentiaKQls 
. have been eminently manifested in the zeal and ijaciiljr of the militia to 
luroiide for our internal defence, and in the dislinguished bravery uid spirit 
dispkyed on erery occa«on by my force*, both by lea and land: they have 
maintained the Instie of the British name, and have shewn themiclvit worthy 
of the blesungs which it is the object of all o^ cierciont to preicrve.*' 
" Gmlrmn >•/ the Haut ./ Cosnuiu, 

<* I have ordered the necctuTy estimates and accounts to be laid before 
you, and I am persuaded you will be.ready to m^ such provition as the eii- 
gencies of the time may require, I feel too sensibly the repeated proof* 
which I hare leceivcd of the affection of my subjecCi, not to lament the ne- 
cesuty of any addhiooa] burden*. It il, hnwever, a gteil consaUtion tn mp 
10 observe the bvourable state of the mcmtc, and the coinplrtc sucusi of 
the measure which was bst year adopted for removing the embairaumentt 
affecting commercial credit. 

" Great as must be the extent of our exertions, I trust yon will be enabled 
to provide for them in such a manner, ai to avoid any pressure wliich coiild be 
■ severely felr by tny people.'' 

" My Lerdi ii«J t:,>,t!aicM, 

" Ta all your ddiberaiions, you will nndoubtcdiy bear in mind the true . 
grounds and origin of the war. 

•■ An attack was made on u>,'and on oar allies, founded on principles 
which tend to destroy all property, to subvert the laws and religion of every 
civilized nation, and to introduce universally that wild and destructive lyitem ^ 
of rajnne, anarchy, and impiety, the effects of which, as they have already 
heen-manifnted in France, furnish a dreadful but useful lesson to the present 
age and to poucrity. 

" It only remains for us to persevere in our united exertions ; their dis- 
continuance or relaxation could hardly procure even a short interval of ie- 
lusive repose, and could uevcr terminate in seeuiity or peace, Impressad 
with the necessity of defending all that is most dear to us, and relying, a* 
we may, with confidence, on Ihc valour and resources of the nation, on the 
combined efforts of io large a part of Europe, and, above all, on the l(lGMt> 
testable justict of our cause, let us render our conduA a contrast to (htt of 
our enemies, and, by cultivating and practising the principles of humanity) 
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the right _bonoanble gentleman. Be >till ctMisidered it as ne. 
cesssry, in the present atage of Uie qaestton, to refer to Ae 
original grounds upon which the war had l>een undertaken. The 
boDuurable gentleman on the other Bide had told them that these 
were of little consequence ; and had iniitted, that a lecure and 
honourable termination of the war, was the only point which 
ought now to occupy their discussion. But it became more ne. 
cessary to rerer to these original grounds, as, while the present 
system continual, there was no probability of any such termina- 
tion in the present moment. 

In reciirrihg then to the principles on which they set out, it 
would appear that the present war had not been hastily and 
rashly engaged in, but after due deliberation and mature confic. 
Tion. It had been the opinion of the majority of that house, and 
^of the great body of the nation, that it was nndertaliLen upon 
grounds strictly defensire; and that the nation were equally 
compelled to engage in it by the obligations of duty, and the 
urgency of necessity. 'An honourable gentleman had asked — 
Would not we hacc engaged in the war, even if France had not 
previously declared against us i .To this he would answer, what 
he had last session asserted, That if «re did' not receive satisfac. 
tion for past injuries, and security with respect to the future, 
most certainly we wonld. From the conduct of France, the war, 
in whatever form it appeared, could only be considered as ag- 
gressire on their part. As to what were the objects of the war, 
io the first instance, they had frequently been brought forward in 
tiie course of last session, arnf had ag^n, in the present debate, 
been stated by his noble friend. These objects were^-First, that 
the system adopted by the' French had developed principles d«. 
Rtnictire ito the general ordpr of society, and subversive of all 
regular ^overnmetit. Secondly, that tho French themselves, 
with ■ view, no doubt, of extending their system, had been gnil^ 
of usurpations of the territory of other states. Thirdly, that 

ted tbe docks of rtUgioa, ec^vour M tneric ike wntiauance of the Divine 
bvour aod protccCios wlucb bsvc htat m cmineBtlf eiperienced bj these 
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ibcy Iiad discovered hostile intentioDs against Ilolknd. Fourth. 
ly, that they bad disclosed views of aggrandizement and ambi- 
tion entirely new in extent and importance, and menaciag, in 
their pro^esfl, not onlj the independence .of this country, but the 
security of Europe. — Unless if could be shewn, that we were 
firiginaliy inistakea ; that these were not proper objects of con. 
lest ; or that tiieso objects were already gained ; the otiligations 
aad necessity which originally induced us to undertake the war, 
would operate with e^ual force at the present moment. •< In that 
case, even supposing that disappointment and difficulty had oc- 
curred in the proseCulton of the war, they ought to hare no other 
effect than to inspire us with addiiinnal rigour, and stimulate 
BS to new exertions. Though not insensible to any failure or 
miscarriage that might be ascribed tn.thc misconduct of those 
employed in conducting the operations of the war, yet these 
could not at all efiect the general question, ercn if their conduct 
had as much demerit as had been stated by the honourable gen- 
tleman o^ the other side. Ilowcrer unpleasant he or his c6\- 
leagues might feci from that peculiar situation of responsibility 
in which they stood, that was no reason why there should be 
aiiy aileraUoii in the sentiments of the country. If those disap- 
pointments and difficulties arose, not from the nature of the 
contest, but from the misconduct of those entrusted with the 
management of public aiTairs, the nalton were iiot therefore to 
be discouraged in the career of exertion, and to shrink from the 
discliarge of their duty. If those persons who conducted his 
Majesty's coancils were unequal to the task, let us not think so 
meanly of the abilities of the country, as to suppose that there 
are not others of superior talents, without resorting to the few 
indJriduals who hare ercr since its commenceincnt discovered 
principles inimical to the war. Surely it was not necessai^ to 
■oppose that all the-abillties of the nation were exclusirely mo- 
nopolized by those individuals. But if, on the other hand, the 
diiticulty was ascribed to the nalure of the contest itself, which, 
however, he should much more regret, then would the argu- 
ment with respect to the misconduct of ministers, or of those 
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.concerned in cOadiicting the active operations of the war, be 
much ireakened. 

Ho would now, he said, proceed briefly to take a ticw of the 
different stages in which the question of the war had been de> 
bated. At the conclusion of last session, he bad placed its ter. 
miaalion upon two circnmstances ; first, the being able to pro- 
cure a peace upon terms likely to render it secure and perma- 
nent ; and^ secondly, an iadcmnity suitable to the expense which 
the nation should have incurred in carrying on the war. He 
had therefore, in the debate at the conclusion of last session, 
held out as a mitans, not only of annoying the'en^ny, but of 
secarigg those desirable ends, fbe propriety of an interference 
in the internal gOTcrnmcnt of France. Not that he had abso- 
lutely insisted upon an entire subtrersion of that government ; 
he had always asserted that if a peace could be made upon temif 
uf security to this country, no consideration of the detestable 
characters of the ruling men in France, or of the crimes and 
horrors with wbich they were sullied, ought to influence Uiis 
'country to reject such terms. , i 

The honoarahle gentleman had at that lime admitted this 
principle to be right, both in point of eipediency and moralitj. 
And here he must advert to an unfair mode of ai^nment which 
had been employed by the honoura,b!e gentleman. Ho had en- , 
deav.onred to give a different turn to sentiments, by confoand- 
ing (he periods at which they were brought forward. — When the 
strict neutrality nbserred by this country, with respect to 
France, bad been mentioned in his Majesty's speech, no injury 
-had then been recdved from France. When circumstances al. 
tcred, the same sentimentG could no longer apply. Jf a foreign 
conntrv, divided into two parties, discovered hostile intentions 
with respect to a nation, it wonid surely be perfectly fair in that 
nation to endeavour to oppose those parties to one utother; 
mora especially if the continuance of a system was the ground 
of that enmity, an interference tt> destroy that system was par- 
licutarly justifiable. Such was the precise state of the case be. 
' (ween France and this country. Last year this Interference had 
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be«n atowe<I and admitted as a ground of action, and its pro. 
priety couM not surely be now denied. Since last year, a new 
■cene had presented itself, laore eventful and extraordinary ev^a 
than those which had formerly been exhibited. Ifowerer the 
horrors and crimoa which had taken place iq fornier periods of 
' the revolu^oti might have exceeded all expectation, and tran- 
scended even the utmost stretch of imagination, they now ap. 
peared' only to have pared the way for fresh horrors and accu. 
ninlated crimes, beyond whatever fancy could have feigned, or 
fear concdTed. Things had now come to such a Crisis, that he 
had no difficulty to declare, that, while that system continued, 
peace was less desirable to him than a war, under any circum- 
stances of disaster which he could possibly imagine. Not that 
be would contend that the mere abhorrence of crimes, that the 
ihcre detestation of character, except directly bearing upon our 
own safety, could constitute any reasons why we should engage 
in a war; but, in the preseilt instance, the reasoning of his 
noble friend directly applied. That reasoning had gone — lirst, 
to shew the horror and enormity of the system which now pre- 
vailed in France : secondly, the danger of the cxtendon of that 
system, if not speedily and effectually resisted : thirdly, the 
measures which were employed for 'the purpose of exlroding 
that system : fourthly, the prospects of success which we derived 
from the- very nature of those measures, in oar attempts to 
crush the progress of that system : and fifddy, that the success 
of those attempts depended upon the vigorous continuance of 
our warlilte efforts ; and that the circumstances of the case were 
such, as, in the present moment, entirely precluded all n^od- 
atinn. The speech of his noble friend had been styled declo. 
matory ; upon what principle he knew not, except that every 
effort of eloquence, in which the most forcible reasoning was 
adorned and supported by all the powen of language, was to be 
branded with the epithet gf declamation. The propositions . 
■which ho had brought forward, had been urged, not in a vague 
and general way — they had been supported by strong facts. 
The hbtory of the rulers of Fruice had been taken from their 
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own moiitlis, from records writtea under their bspeetion, ujd 
decrees sanctioned bj thar authority. From the nature of their 
government, there eould be no dependence on the characters of 
whom it was composed. The shifting of persons took place 
like the shifting of semes ; bnt this change of persons p redo ced 
no alteration in the conduct of the drama, the prisciplos and 
proceedings sdll eontinued the same, or were distinguished ta 
(heir progress only by increasing gradatians of enormity. On 
the^lst of May, a new gorerument, more dreadful ia its char 
racter, and more fatal id its effects, than any which preceded it, 
had taken place — This was the refolutionary goreroment 

My noble friend b^an, continued Mr. Pitt, by stating, that 
ene of Uie leading features of this goTernment was the abolitian 
of religion. It will scarcely be maintained that this step conid 
tend only to affect opinions, and bare no influence upon the 
eonjuct of a nation. The extiactioo of religiovs s^timent was 
only intended to pave tbe. way for the iatrodactlon of fresh 
crimes, and entirely to break asunder those bands of society 
which had been already loosoied. It w^s intended only to fa- 
miUarize 0ia mind with gfiilt, and, by reotoving the obstacle of 
fear, to relieve it. from the-restrMnts of conscience. Infidelity, 
W my nobte friend remarked, was only meant to go hand in 
hand with insurrection. A sMoqd mcasnre of this rerolutiooary 
gorerDmeot was the dedtrnction 4f property, a precedent whiph - 
tended not less to destroy ail ideas of justice, thaq the former to 
extinguish alt sentiments of piety. Not less detestable wu their 
coadact in their modei of inflicting pnnisl^ments — a mode which 
took away from t|ie accused all pririlegp of defeqce, and from 
their trials even the appearance of l^jal forms. All these 
crimes, howeter^ tbey contrired (o conTCrt into sources of 
rprenne. From the pillage of the churches— fjToiQ the destruction 
of property — from the confiscation of the effects of those who 
vere cou4emncd-:rthey derired the means. for conducting their 
nulitaf-y operations. They pnshed erery resource to its utmpst 
extent ; as, for instance^ the unbounded circulation of assignats, 
apd the impqsition of a forced loan. What can be e<pecte4 
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tiom a tytUm 6t adlag vpon such pi^pUs^ and supported 
by sbch reionrees ? ReSonroei lo deapertte tdfori in tbemMlTc^ 
tfie inost certain synptoms and indicatioos of the approM^ng 
decay of that syfltem with which they ara connected. If, then, 
such be the system, if snch the means of iti itipport ; tnd if 
France in conscqneaoe has, during theie few tnonths, experience^ 
a degree af distress ; the greatest, perhaps, erer known in that 
ctiafatrydnrln^ th? same space df time; what prospect caaihefe 
U of either statMltty or permanence to the present order of' 
tUhgS J Can it be snpp6sed to rest on that something appnuuJu- 
ing to instinct — that spirit of enthusiasm which has been sa| 
highly extolled by the gentlemen on the other Side I What caa - 
We think of the prbbsbllity of the dnration of a system whioh 
has sent as many snspected persons to thp prison or scaSbld, q^ 
it has sent tecruits to tte field i ' 

but it has been nrged, that the French hare distinguished 
themselres in the field; tioi' Uiill it be deiried, that, independ. 
eiltly of any ofhet- circumstance, the Bf4rit of a people called 
forth by tile Impulse Which acts bo strongly in sacfa a situatioil, 
may ttave the effect to make them bta*e In tiie moment of'actton; 
Bnl theirefforts are merely the result of a system of restraint 
uid oppression, the most tertlMe and gigantic that has, perhaps, 
e»er existed. They are compelled into the field by the terror of 
the gniltotine — they are supported there only by those resonrces 
Which their desperate sitaation affords ; -and, In these circnm* 
stances, what can be the dependence on the steadiness of Hidf, 
(f{)er3tions, or what rational prospect can there be of the per* 
nianence of their exCrtiolis F On this ground, the more moiu 
sboiis and terrible the system has t>Gcome, the greater b the pro- 
tubility that it will be speedily overthrown. From the nature of 
fhb miiid of man, and the necessary prioress of human afiain,- 
it is impossible that such a system can be of long duration ; and 
surely no e«ent can be tboked for more desirable- than a destrnc. 
tlon of thaC system which at present exists^ to tho misery of 
France and the terror of Europe, 

As to the question bf the honourable gentlonaiif whether I 
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iak Bsrar t* mlL« p«Me vltii the JKoKpi, II a •itr«me1y diffi. 
«ilt to uumr, fuii It wooU be aaUier priidcBt »or ntioiuit ia 
■le to give Uiil u; definitLra reply In t^e pretwt moment. It 
it a qucBtioii, tba snintlua of which mut depKul iip«n a com* 
UuttioB «f tiwattt, Ai ckciimstsacefl may rary, a different 
Une of cvoAact mstt MeoMsatily be pursued ; »or would it be 
proper to biad up my djscrelio« to act with a r«gard to those 
'conUuKemclM ttiat may arise, by plcdginf myself at present to 
me let of meawrc«. Ia the prewnt circqmatancai, I have do 
jMtUio« to dedare, tiiat I would rather cboose ^o penerere ip 
A6 war, evea wnldit Ibe wont diiaster}, and should deem vxdf 
^ cosduet much more ufe and honourable, thaa tg coaclude 
« peace with the mlioj powers ip. France on their present lyi..' 
tem. The question of puruiiiig the war mult, ia, erery initance, 
depend upoa the casrenlteice with which it can be carried op 
to oundves ; and of that you mast be bast qiiftliftod to judgo^ 
On this great and iBkerestiBg eriiii, I ha?e Qo hesitatioD I9 
etate, that I ihould think mytrif defiment in p«iat of candour, 
if I did oot mpit unequivocaJfy declwe, th/ft the mamcitt will 
fUnt comcj when I ihali not thinit any alternatire preferable 
!to that of making peace with Frsuace, upon the Bysten of its 
present r\iiera. The qmeatiom I do not now mMn to argue at 
Ja^e, botJi froip the lery advanced hour, and from the fuU 
discussion which it has already received. I shall only touch oa 
one or two points whichJiaie been brought forward by the ho. 
ponrable gaatlesian in the coarse of his argument. HU moijoa 
b certainly condiod i» lery geseraj terms, and luch as might 
take in evny thing that J hare contended fqr. It recommends 
tohb Majesty toconclndeapeacewhenerer it can be done upon 
lafe and adrantageous termi^ without any reference to the na- 
ture and form of gorerament which may exist in France. I 
likewise am of opinion, that a safe and adyantageuo? peace 
ought to be concliidtjd; bnt that the security andbencGU of that 
peace must depend upon dip estaUiahment of a gorernment es. 
scsh'ajl^ different from the present. Though the motion, howerer, 
from ~tiie general terms in which it is expressed, is calculated to 
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g^n no. precise object, it 1b yet capable of doing muoli mbdilef. 
It mcaos and fays, that this house entertains sendments diC-- 
ferent from those erpressed by his Majesty in his speech; It 
holds out to our allies that they are no longer to consider us as 
eager in the cause, of acting upon the principles in wbick we 
embarked along with them ; while it mnst impart enco(iTage> 
ment and confiileace to our enemies. 

The honourable gentleman has said, that a treaty witb the 
'French government would afibrd us as good-a. security for the 
continuance of peace, as that irhich We derived from the treaty 
of Ryswick or Utrecht. He then, iu his nsnal way, entecediflilo 
& declamation ag^nst kings, aodsaid that we might place equd 
dependence on the good faith of t^e preset gOTernmeiat of 
France, as od that of the court of Lonis XIV. This I eiprcwiy 
deny; and I affirm,. that bad that. king even succeeded in his anU 
bitious projects to their full exteot^ what ^e shonld (hen hare 
suffered might have been considered as a deliverance, compared' 
with what must be the consequence of success attending the pre- 
sent French system. All the spl^dour of his co^rt, all the abili- 
ties of his generals and discipline of his armies, all the great tx. 
ertions Vhich he was enabled to make, -proceeded from a highsea. 
timent of honour. The exercise of that power which he posses- 
sed, howerer directed to' the purposes of his ambition, was re- 
gulated by certain principles, and limited within certain bounds- 
No such principles actuate the conduct of the present French 
rulers. They have contrived to banish all restraints, and, .with 
an ambition more inEatiablc, they hare at their disposal . means 
of destruction much more formidable thaa that monarch ever 
posaesswi in the plenitude of his power. 

The honourable-gentleman has inaccurately stated, that I at. 
tiich the same degree of importance to thp restoration of rooiiar- 
chy in France, as to the d^truction of the present system. This 
is Ify no means the case : I attach importance to the; reitoratioa 
of monarchy, from an opinion t)iat, inlheprescntstateofFrance, 
some settled form should take place, in which the greater part 
«f tlie people may be disposed to concur. The ancient .govern. 
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meot I consider as affording tbe best materia npon whicli ihey 
could work, in introduciog zaj change into the fabric of their 
■constitntion. Besides^ as I have thought it incumbent, in any 
interference which I proposed, in tlie internal aSairs of that 
'oouDtr^, to consult cAieSy the happiness of the people, monar. 
chy appeared to me the system most friendly to their true in- 
terests. ' In another respect, the honourable gentleman has mis- 
represented me, by stating the restitution of monarchy as >an 
' ereiit which mnst necessarily be preced,ed by the conquest of 
France. I consider monarchy o'niy as the standard under which 
-the people of France might be united, the more especially as it 
is that form of gorernm^t which my noble friend has prored to 
be most agreeable to the wishes of two.thirds of the inhabitants. 
' But it has. been said, that even the re.establishment of royalty 
would afford us no additional security for the permanence of 
peace, and that the French would sQI) be equally. formidable to 
this conntry. It is, howerer, surely a wild, and eztraTagant 
assertion,- that the monarchy of France, stripped as it would 
then be of much of its power, and diminishe4 >n its rerennes, 
ihonid be as formidable sA a system which has prored itself to 
be more dangerous than monarchy; ever was, in the plenitude of 
its power and the height of its greatness. 

But there is one part ef the argument of my noble friend' to 
which I roust particularly calj your attention, and which, in- 
dependently of every other consideration, preclitdes eren 
the ptwsil^lityof our treating wi^ France in the present mo. 
meat. A decree has been passed by the conTenlioa, forbidding to 
treat wilhatiy enemy till they shall iiave evacuated the territories 
of the republic ; and on the 1 Lih of April it was .agun decreed, 
that those persons should be punished- with death who should 
propose lo treat with any power which should not hare previ- 
ously acknowledged the independence of the French nation, an4 - 
the unity and iodiviii^ility of the republic, founded upon li^ 
berty and equality. Thus, by any proposal to treat, we should 
not only incnr the diagraca of tit« most abjept humiliation, bivt 
abioliitely put ou{ScIti's at their mercy, and subject ourfflVeg 
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to the necessity of rccdving sny tonni winch dtey migkt Im 
drqrased to ActaCe. Are yen then io withdraw yoav snaifs, to 
deprive yoareelf of the co-opcnitioB of yoar aifies, te fei«go oU ' 
yoQc iKqQiaitions, to gi?e up Conde, Qusaoi, Tob^a, Fort 
liouis, at( the fbCtorie* in die East IdiEn ? Are you to abaudeo 
&Tt these acqubitlons, the retracds of your put labours, tmi the 
pledges of your fature success? Should yon ontscQt tado all 
tfai^ sliottM yon erttn baitea to send an amliaswMlor to titeai 
with the cantcntion, (and the right bononiabte geattetxan • I ■ 
'believe ou a Former occaEian Tolwnteaied himself for that scrric*,) 
you not only must acknowledge the iini^ and ■ndiviBibiCt)' of 
the French republic, but yoi) must do bo in their own way. 
Yoa must acknowledge it aa founded oil liberty and equality. 
Y<)D must subscribe to (he whole of thdr code* aai by this act 
sanction the deposition of their sorereigii, and the annihilatioa 
bf their kglslaturc^ It may be aaid that Ihey waild iwit nsiit 
upon all Ibis to its full extent; but of this I can have but little 
Confidence, witen I compare their put declaratians and theit; 
conduct. To whatever pitch of extravagance they may have 
teached in what (hey have said, they haxe idways -outatriftt it 
tty what they have done. The absurdity of Ihdr cxpressioQS 
has in every iustanee been surpassed ky the outrages of their 
conduct ; nor can we have any hopes of mote moderatiou from 
nOy change of parties. In all revolutions that have hither, 
to taken place, the 'first recomsiendation to favour has 
been hostility toEugland. The most violent party have al- 
ways predominated. The leading feature in their character M 
present is a spirit of ntiUtary enterprise, caerted, not for tlw 
purposes of aKl»tiot», but every where spteadiog, in its progiei^ 
tdtror and desolation. We are called in the present age to wit- 
ness the political and moral phonomeDoo of a mighty and dvi- 
lized people, formed into an arti^al horde of banditti, throw- 
ing off all the regtraints which have inBnedced men in social life, 
displaying a. savage valour Erected ky a sauguiinry spirit, fonnin( 
rapine and destruction iuto a system, and pervertiug to th^ de*. 
• Mr.Jos. • 
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iest^Me pnrpOMa, alt the tdenb and ingeonity whtcb they derir.. 
lei from their adf aneed stage of ciTilizatiaa, dl the refiaemeats 
of art, and the discoveries of science. We iMhoId them unit- 
ing the utmost savageness and ferocity of deiigu irith conaiim- 
tifaie coatiirauce, ^nd skill io esccutioa^ aud seemingly en- 
^gaged in no kn than » conspiracy-to exterminate from the face 
iatibe earth all boaonr, humanity, justice, and . retigtdii. In 
, .this stale, can theie be any . question but to rcsbt, where rcr 
nstaoce alone can tje eiectnai, till such lime, as, by the blessing 
of ProTidence upon out eodeaTourt, v/n shall ba.Te secured 
the independence of this country, and the general iatcresti of 
^uro^ ? 

|t cuinot be doubted, that there are many other points 
broaght forward by the honourable gentleman with respect to 
the conduct of the campaign, and the treatment of oeutrtU 
pftwers, which I am extremely anxious to meet, Jbut into which 
the lateness of the hour forbids me to entBt. My own strength, 
V weH as the padence of ' the house, is already exhausted; and 
I ^e jaofe wiUingly pcMtpone them on the preisent occasion, aS 
they will} with ^nore propriety, form future and separate subject^ 
of discussion, 
■ TTie amendnuiitVrai negatfrcd i — ■ , 



And the <]iuEtioa on Ihc liUrep wiv ilfterwafd* pat uid igreed to. 



A me»^ frotn bis Maju^ luring be^ delivtred f« the Hodk on the 
ia|h iiutaot, iuliinuiag thaa, '^ctu leditioiu practices to ^ akimm^ ex- 
tent hid been carried on by certain societies in London, m correspondence 
with ncietiet in diSerenl parts of the eoantrj', tending to subvert the liws 
and constitutioD of the kingdom, uid~ introductory of the iptem of anarchy 
prerailisg in Fnoce ; bb4 recomiiKiiitiag to the Houfe w adopt ^uCh n^- 
tpn* M n^gfat appear neceini^ ;" mi the hooki and papers of the said «• 
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detks hiving bten ia cona^^onicB bid before the Hoiue, and referred br 
> them to > committee of lettecy; — the report of this cominittee nu thisda^ 
brought upj ' 

On iu beiBg reid by the ckrk u the table, Mr. Pitt rOic ; 
He said, the commiEtee of secrecy had- formed (heir opinion 
Ott the paipers Ji)t>mi(ted to thdr examination with the greatest 
expedition, and thdr report stated so fnlly awd particularly ■ 
■those circumstances, which in the judgment of the committee 
reqnired the tmmediat* attention of pariiiiment, that he felt it 
hatfly necessary forhlm to do more thaw shortly to recapitnlate 
the different objects to which that report applied, and the various 
particulars which came under their consideratiom, Gentlemen 
wowfd perceive that that report, so eTpefitioirsly laid before 
ihe house, contained, a gmeral view of the transactions referred 
to the committee, withont w^ting for a more mitnite inTestiga> 
tion, and was shortly this:— that it appeared to them that a plan 
had been digteted and acted upon, and at that moment was in 
forwardness towards its execution, the object of which was 
nothing leSs than to assemble a pretended convention of the 
people, for the pnrpos^ of assuming to Itself the character of 
a general representation of the nation; *npersedttrg, in the 
first place, the represeRtative capacity of that h«nse, aud arro. 
gating, in the next place, the legislative power of (he country^ 
at large. It wonid be for the house to consider whether the 
circumstances contdned in the report, Impressed their mtnds 
with the same conviction with which they had impressed the 
minds of the cominittee. If they did, he could not have 
a doubt but that they would lead to the same pracdcal conctu- 
cioQ, namely, tfajt, if such designs eiisted, if such designs 
had been acted nptm and were in forwardness, there was not 
one moment to Be Tost in arming the executive power with 
those additional means, which might be sufficient efTectnally to 
stop the further progress (^ such a [rfan, and to prevent its be. 
ing cariied into final eieeution. 

}t was chiefly necessary for (he house,>iin considerii^ Ihn 
report, to recollect, that a great part of it was merely intro» 
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ductorj; and lliat, (bough it stated transactions' of a date long 
antecedent to the period in which the acts of the societies im- 
plicated had assumed the serious aspect of practical treason, 
and though fliey were of notorious publicity, it was "neverthc. 
less necessary to bring them forward agun to obseiration, to 
giTo a clue to uprarel tlie complicate circumstances of the 
plan, and, by compari.son and combination of them with ths 
subsequent proceedings of the indiTiduals coucerned, to sliew, 
(hat from the beginaiog their views were the same, and that the 
pretext of reform, andcr which they masked their purpoee, 
was far from being the- true object of thdr intontions. The 
house would also carry along with them, (hat the committee, 
having been jilted in point of time, had not been able to 
digest methodically, or point out diEtinctly, the various ipiaute 
parts that formed the great and momentous trasiness befora 
them. In order to give the house, however, as soon as possible^ 
possession of so much of it as might serve to point out the daily 
and increasing approximation of danger,' the committee, in 
examining and making up (he report, had kept in view tiio 
great object, the leading design of the plan : for {t was not to 
be imagined, that the distance of the transactions in point of 
time, and the fact of their being previously known, made them 
the less material as comments on (hose, parts of their conduct 
which were discoTet'ed in their full maturity. 

It would be seen- by the report, that the papers found, as fac 
as related lo that part of the conspiracy which immediately -im- 
plicafedt the Corresponding Society, and that for constitution^U 
information, contained two years' correspondence with various 
other societies in this and a neighbimring country , and from 
these, coupled with their snbscqiieut and more recent proceed- 
Ings, it was evident that those societies, which would be found 
to be now setting on foot a convention, had had such a measure 
in contraiplatioa from the very outset; that it was conceived so 
long ago as two years back ; was openly avowed in their corrc. 
spondence, but kept in reserve to be reduced to practice as soon 
V a seasonable occasion should offer. This whole system qf 
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faisitrrecU<»i would af^ev, fcoA the I»^>e^G foimd with diem, t^ 
-. 1)6 laid in the modran doctriae of the lights of mu ; — diat nOK- 
itroHS doctrine, udder wiiicH tlie weak and iguora^t, who fure 
most snaceptible orimpression from such barren abstract posl- 
tioiu, were nttonpted to be seduced to overtiiri) gpTennnent, 
I&w, proper^, security, rellgifia, onlor, and every thing T^^nabLS 
in thb GOipiU^, .as men acting upon the same ideas had already 
orertnned and destroyed erery tjbing in France, an^ di&turbod 
the peace and endangered the safety, if n^t the existence, oF 
every nation in Europe However goi^einen ,migl4 ground 
argatnents ag^nstthe cautionary measures ta^n to prercot the 
eril eSects of thti^ pernicious doctrine, on the contemptible situ^ 
ation of the authors^ and Uie absurdity of the pripciples of ihosei 
books in which it was inculcated, yet, blowing the one to be i^ 
tiie extreme as contemptible as the others were absurd, it was 
■o light or tririal drcumstaace, when, deduced'from it, alarmit^ 
principles were promulgated and eagerly adopted by large bodies ; 
and when the [wocodings of all those jacobin societies voul^ 
appear (as the p^ere l>efore the house fully demonstrated) to 
be only comments oa that teJtt ; — a test for the .inculcation of 
which those sodeties were the disciples here, as their corre. 
sponding French brethren yteit the instruments, for disseminating 
it in France, and extending it by carnage and slaughter to all 
other parts of Europe. ' 

It would appear, t)»t, prior (o the enormities committed in 
France, a correspondence had been carried on betweeu those 
societies and the jaoolHn club in Pans, and that delf^ates were 
sent from them to the natiooai coatention, and received for. 
molly 1^ that assonbly ; and that, at tjie very moment when the 
jacobin faction which usurped the goremmenf of that country 
bad commenced hostilities against Great Britain, those-socictifs 
still, as far as they could, had pursued the same conduct, ex- 
pressed'the samejtttaclnneDt to their cause, adopted their ap. 
pella'tions, forms of proceeding and language, and, in short, h^ 
formed a settled design to disseminate the same principles, and 
«tw thesame seeds ot ruin, in their'own conutry.. It would h^ 
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foflnd^ Bot ovAy that dM most c&ctaal- jdani which cmuiiag 
snrid devise, bad been laid to carry this deaiga Into practice, 
but in Ae report, would be seen a statoneBt of iba eati^Mgae of 
■■■nfactanng tovrni marlud a»t, as tbe moit likdy (frofa the 
wt coBcouTse of ^aintpt ^nd profligate men who seeeHarily 
collect in sncb places) to adopt .tlieir ptaoi, and conw^aiiag 
Societies «stabliihed there, to keep op the chain of saditioiw 
intvrcoBTse, and piamnlgate and giTe it uniierEal circulatioii. 
GAtlemen won)d find 'm Ibat catalogue a we)i.cho>en salectioa 
of the places where IhoM people dwdl, who must be Baturalijr 
supposed mostreodf to rise at tfaeeall of insorreclioD; who were 
most likely to be Minded by their artifices, and prejudiced by 
professions; whose andentaodings were most subject to be mil. 
led by tlieir doctrin«, and rendend subservient to their Tiews, 
ntd whom fraudful persuasion, proneoeas to discontent, and th« 
visionary uid fallociaus hope of maiding thdr condition by any 
alteration of it whatever, would be most likely to congregate 
into an raonBOoe torrent of insnirection, which would sweop 
away all the barriers of goremment, law, and religion, and lean 
oar country a n^ed waste for usurped authority to range in, 
uBcantralied and nnreucted. 

In ooniideriag Ais subject, the house could not but remark 
the ntTaordlnary maoner in which- those -societies had varied 
their plans of operation; sometimes acting in undisguised auda. 
cioas hostility, sometimt's putting oo tbe raask of attsfhinent to 
Ae State and couatry ; one day openly avowing their iDtentions, 
as if pnrpoaety to provoke the hand of justice ; the next, putting 
tm the mask of refum, and affecting the utnio«t zeal for the 
preservation of the constitutioB. In thdr tetter to the society 
atNorwich, wonld'be seen aplain. avowal of their object, an 
apology for deigiuiig to apph/ to parliament ; uid a candid, sincere 
eonftMira, that, not to the parUameot, not to the executive 
power were they to look for .redress, but to the convention which 
they proposed to ertct, and tp themselvefi : .afterwards they ro 
tnsmended persereiing in petitioning for reform to be used as 
a Btask to Aar dcslgni, which they wer^ to'throw off when tiioe 
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Ecrred, and a period propitious to th^ tUws should arriTe'. 
Ilappiljfortbis couDtiy, and f or the w&o}e norld, the; hadfRe- 
matarely thought that period at hand, and tbrown off tbe aask 
just when the bulk of the sation unajiiraouslf were vniting wiUi 
goTemment in Tigilance and cue tot i(s protectioii, and in ths 
resolution to oppose theirefforts. 

By a dne attention to the coireapondence ©f that Rociety, the 
honse ivonld find, in their connnnnication with the British con. 
rention at Edinbui^h, which still retained some flimsy. rem nanl 
of that disguise, some remains of that hypocrisy assum^ to hide 
those designs which, though not publicly declared, too-obrioosly 
appeared, that they styled this conrention the represeDtatives of 
the people, clothed in all the right to rerorm, and send delegates 
to it ; and, when some of the most mischieTOus and acttre of 
its members fell under sentence of the law, that they boldly as- 
serted tb«r innocence, nay their merits, directly in the teeth of 
that tan, pud crery tribute of enthusiastic applause to tbe per- 
sons convicted by the rerdict of juries legally coosliiutcd, aod 
of rrspect to theconrcntion, prooouneing them objects of pancK 
gyric and envy. loconformity to their prior declaratioos, and to 
the plans of insurrection laid by them, they niade the l^at 
cottdemnalion of those gnilty persons the signal, as they styled it, 
or coming to U^sue on the point, " Whether die law should fright- 
en them into compliance, or they oppose it with its own weapons, 
to wK, force ^d power!" that is to say distinctly, Whethei 
thfy should yield obedience lo the laws of their country, oj op«. 
pose them by- insurrection ? That was avowed in as plain am) 
mark^ language as man could possibly ciHweiTe. He thought 
that that case, so circumstanced, and supported by such a rariety 
of coincident matter, was as strjong a case.as the mind of nan 
could well imagine ; yet, singular tliongh it might ^ipear, all 
this, was bnt introductory to Tacts of a. still stronger nature trhicli 
were to follo%v. He should call the attention of the house to thQ 
history of a societj' which, despicable and contemptible tlicmgfa 
the persons who composed it were, as to talents, education, aoil 
Infinenoe, yet when looked at with cautions attention, and oom. 
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pftKd with' &e objects they had in vieir, and tha motiru OB 
which they uted, namely, that great moring principle of ait jacQ- 
Un'Mm, the loTe-ar^ pliuder^ deTUtetion, and robber}', which 
MoVr bore the usurped name of liberty, and that systeni of but- 
ehery and carnage which Itad been made the instrnmeat of en- 
iorcing. those principles, would appear to be formidable in exact 
proportion to the meanness and caatemptibiljt}' of their charac 
ters. Of tliat society the characteristic wac, that, bnng coin> 
posed of tlte lower orders of people, it had within it die meani 
Jtf unbouaded eitension, and concealed in itself the seeds (Mt 
rapid increase. It hadvisen already to no less than thirty dir 
risions in London, come of those coataiaing as m^ny as sit 
hundred persons, and was eoonected by a sy sterna tied, chain of 
c«rres{)ondeace with olher societies scattered throujgh all thp 
man nfactu ring towns where 0^ seeds of those principles were 
laid, which tutful and dangerans people might best cooT^t to 
their own purposes. It would appearin proof, that thatsodcty 
had risen to an enormous height of bpldoess, and orected in it^ 
self, in express terms, » pqwer to watch over the progress of 
p^rliameot, to scan its proceedings, and presgribe limits for lt> 
actions; beyond which if it presumed to advance, that august 
Bodety was to issue its mandate, not only to cantroTert that act. 
but to put an end to the existence of parliament itself: so that, 
if the parliament should think it necessary to oppose, by any act 
Af penal csercioB, the i;uin of the constitulion, that would be the 
irae-whoop for insurrection ; the meons' of our defcuce \^Quld 
hecoHie the ^nal for .attack, and the porUameqt be made the 
instrument of its own annihilation. Soch language as this, com- 
ing from people apparently so contemptible in talents, so meaif 
in their deseriplion, and so circumscribed intheir power, would, 
abstractedly eonsidered, be supposed to descrre compassion, as 
the wildest workings of insanity ; "but the researches of the com- 
mittee would tend to prove, that it hod been the result of deep 
design, matored, moulded into shape, and lit for mischievqtjs 
'eScct when opportunity should otTer. 

Aboiit six weeks since, there had arisen a, new eta in this his-> . 
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(orj of IttsDrreetion, in winch tiic home might confemphte OoK 
great machines of jacohiabm, die societiet alluded to ia the re 
port. At that pniod the CorrespoiidiBg So.ciety had laid, In Ana 
form, before the societf for conslitiitioB&l iaformation, a delibcL 
rate and deep* concerted plan for aetnally UBerabtiDg a conrnw 
tion for all England , not fo be the r^reseotatlTBS of these par« 
tiCnlsr bodies for the accomplishmeilt of particular legsi pur. 
poses, but to be the reprefent^tiyes of die »h(dB bodj of Aq 
people of England, and oridenttj to ezereiie I^itlatne and 
judicial cap^ties, to OTertum the oRtablishod ijattn of fofontir 
tnent, and wrest from the partuimeDt that pover .whjch the peo- 
ple and the constitntioa had lodged in thrir haadi. WithiB a 
few weeks the plan was fixed npoQ to be carried tato eiecstio^, 
and in theirdrcnlar ktter they precisely and efflpbatically stated, 
that no time ■aastQ.be hit : and lest, ^ uy ponibility, Adr 
ruinous intentions should be misniiderstood, the letter wa^ad- 
ilressed equally to all p«rtB of the islani}, vt& circulate^ with ft 
Ihare of Tigour, cunning;, and address, truly astonishing. %t 
contaiited also a declaration that a central spot was fixed upon, 
which they would not renture to name till they had assnrancw 
of die fiddity of those to whom they were to disclose it ; which 
central spot they chose, as they themselTes asserted, for the por* 
pose of harbig with greater facility the del^ates of the whole 
i^nd present nhen Aey assembled; luid they particularly de. 
sired each separate society to send an exact account of the nun- - 
ber of its members, friends, and adherenis, in order to e«tU 
mate their force. Of thfe they informed the society for con. 
stitutional information, in a letter, accompanied with a Bet<rif 
resolutions. 

It might bf objected that men of the description which he had 
stated, could not be eipected to act so consistently, and under 
such w^eli •managed disguise ; but when, on inspection, it ap. 
peared that their pl^s had been carried on with ad^;ree of can* 
ning and management that greater men in worthier causes had 
fuled in manifesting, that objection could have no wdght when 
oppose^ to evidence thus tncontroTertible. Who was there that 
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kaeir what jaooUiw asd jacobin principles vets, but loDBt we^ 
in the ptetenoes of reform in parlixment held oat by these socte^ 
ties, the tUT<^nt daims of the same class of men as those «ha 
bided it in France, to trample upon the rich, and crwsh eyery 
description of men, women, fni children ; the dark designs of 
a few, making ase of the name of the people to govern all : a plan 
fonnded In the arrogance of wretches^ the ontcastj of societf , 
tending, to enrich themselTes,' by deprtring of, property, and of 
life, all th<Ae who were distingnished ^ther for personal worth, 
or for opalence? — a plan which had been longfelt by the niifoT> 
tnnate people of Prance in all its aggravated htfTrors, and which, 
he feared, woald long, very long, cantinnc to l>e felt by that ill- 
fated conntry. 

Frdm the period, he had mentioned, they had acted upon thai 
hCrribteplan; and. subsequently (on the 14th of April) the house 
would find a meeting of the society, thdr proceedings In whi«I| 
mectiBg, carried with them no faint' Illustration of what they 
might be expected to do in the full majesty of power. There 
Would be found resolutions arraigning every branch of (he go- 
. rerninent, threatening the sover^n, insulting the house ot 
peers, and accusing the commons of iusufficicncy : there would 
Se found notice taken of the measures of parliament, which had 
Been prerionaly made the signals for an insurrection of the peo. 
pie, and declarations that certain measures, if adopted, whether 
with or without the consent of parliament, should be rescinded, 
under their doctrine, Saluf popiiU sup^'ema lex, and that the con.' 
sStutioii had been utterly destroyed. Coulil there be a more 
explicit avowal of their views ? All the materials from whence 
proof of these allegations was drawn, rested on their own an. 
dicntic records, and on the express and unequirocal avowal of 
fteir own deliberate acts in their meditated system of insurrec. 
don. Thb vta the essence of the snbjcct ; but if Ae house 
were of opinion, that this so deeply affected Uie safety and 
abttatx of parliament itself, and struck at the root of gOTern. 
ment and tiie constitution, as to demand interference, ^er^ 
were, in addition, other things which must contribute not * 
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Ijttle lo increase tbe impatience of the house to baffle (Iti views 
of those coii^pirators, and stop the final eiecutioa of their 
projecls. ' 

For his part, Mr. Pitt ^/ufi, such was his opinion pf tin Bdtiih 
constitulipn, tliat, even supposing the ciecuiire goTCrnment faai) 
been guilty of every neglect of their duty ip washing oTcr its 
saiety, and pailiamcnt bad been supine uD4cr those ntApifest^f 
tions of sejitiop, be coDCciv^d its enemies must oefcrtbeless 
hare failed of succest; but, howeTer persuaded he pai^t be of 
tjiis fact, jt was still right to prevent, by &nely interference, the 
small misery Vbi^ a short struggle might tiecess^rily produce, 
and to save the nation at large from the reproach, th^t they batji 
seen such acts, and heard such avowals, without having adopted 
proper steps to check theic eiecafion, and punish those who were 
;o wicked as to devise them. There were stated in the close of 
t^e report, on grounds not: light or trivial, though not niuntely 
entered into in the report till aft^r f|iUcr investigation by the com. 
mittee, Allegations tiat arms had bten aclvally pfficured qad ^m^ 
tributtd by t/iceejocieties, and were in the hasds of those very ^ 
people whom they had beeq striving to corrupt : and that even 
BOW, instead of breaking up this fgfmidable leag;uej and dis^ 
banding and dispersing this jacobin army, they had ehewi) tbem? 
selves im mo veably bent on the pursuit of their purpose, and dis- 
played preparations of defiance and resistance to the measures of 
.government. 

Jt remained for the bouse to consider what wba to be dpae ? 
and, in considering (hat, they would not refer to tbe tjuality of 
the persons, but'to the nature and magnitude of the objects they 
had in Tievr. It would be found, when the causes and pfoceed-r 
iugs were taken into coi^tcmpl^liou, that so foripidable a conspi^- 
racy bad never before existed. The inquiry wajyetfar ffon)com> 
ptetc, and unfit for fin^I dccisioq, the documents bdng very volu^ 
■pinons; bift the committee h^ deemed it tbeir duty to shew the 
house that iostapt precaution was necessary, aud had therefore, 
though unable to finish the important research, laid before the 
Ijonae what ihey had yet done, which be hopfd would be though^ 
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nfficient gronndg Tot adopting Ae measure lie intended (o pro* 
pese. It had been usnol, in time of danger, to enact a temporary 
suspension of the Habeas Corpiu law. As that great and aaeom 
Hal benefit to the subject had been suggested, and proTided foe 
the preBerration of the constitution on the one hand, so,' on ths 
other, it ionti not exist if the constibitian was gone. The tem- 
porary sacrifice of that law might be, oa certain occasions, oi 
necessary to the support of the constitution, as the maintenance 
of its principles was at all others. It had bten anspended at « 
time when the constitution and liberty of the country were most 
peculiarly guarded and respected; and such a suspension waa 
more partjcnlarly called for at Ihis crids, when attempts w«ra 
made to disseminate through the realm, principles and means of 
action that might endanger that constitution, for the preaerratioa 
of which that law had been made, and which might produce much 
more lamentable effects, and at last require a remedy greater is 
extent and moK Areadfnl, than the one now proposed. Thig 
was not his opinion alone, hot the sentiments of all those re- 
spectable gentlemen of the committee who had investigated the 
matter. He ehould therefore move " for leave to bring in « 
hill to empower his Majesty to secure and detain all such per. 
tons as should be suspected of conspiring against his person and 
government." 

The mn&m wu tarried, ■ 

Are* — ~..— vit 

Noca .-». 39 

wd, atat mothei divluoe.oii a mOtiov made b; Mr. Gref, " For a Call of 

ttu House," which was negatived, the bill wu presented, read a first and 
second lime, and voted ialo the conuuitlee; where iu various cUusea being 
idjiiued and agreed to, the repacc was received, and the bill ordered to he, 
•Bgroocdaqd reads third time the next da;. 
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May 17, 1794. 

' Onamotion fordie t1iirdreadiiigoftliebUl,wtucfalM<lbediiiitra<lnced tlitf 
preceding; day, ■' foi siupeDdiDg the opcTauon of the Habeas Corpus Act," 
the measure was itreououilf opposed, particularly hf Mr. Grcj', Mr. 9httf> 
<jan,and Mr, Foi. 

' Mr. PiTT, iit defence of the moticni, obsenedj that from the 
lateness of the hour, and hatiag ibnt little inclination to go 
much at length into a question which 'had beed already bo fully 
discussed, it was not his intention to detain the house foe any- 
great lengUi of ^e; and, indeed, the very able manner in 
which his honourable friends had already argued if, rendered it 
nnnec^ary for him to say much. The right honoarable gentle^ 
man* commenced, and had concluded, his speech^ by holding 
ont, as an incontrovertible argument, that the measarea at 
present necessarily adopted hy admiiristration, would imp.^r 
tnateriaily, if nai totally destroy, the constitution of this conn. 
try; a mode of reasoning that he could never suffer to pass 
without a reply. Pursuing that sti^ of argument, the honour- 
able gentlemaa had pronouaced, in terms of unrivalled doquence, 
« most patitetic funeral oration on^he supposed departed liter., 
tics of British subjects, which lie bad stitted as haiiog etpired 
with the introduction of the t)rc!Sent bill — a bill, in his mind*, 
nothing worse, or more dangerous in its consequence, than what 
bad been known, from the experience apd practice of oar Em^ 
cestors, to be a wise and proper measure, when the exisdng 
circumstances of th^ country demanded such a measure, and ro 
qliired that the hands of the executive government should hb 
■trengthened. That necessity, however difficult it might be to 
convince that honourable gentleman of its existence, he trusted, 
had been fully made out to the house, and to all those who liad 
given themselves the trouble of bestowing the slightest consider^ 
atioa on the subject ; and such necessity having been proved to 
exist, it came then to be considered, whether the danger was 
• Mr. fox. 
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•f safflcient magnihide ta justify (Le nspauion of the Habeat' 
Gorpas act, wbich, properly ipeakiog, was the only question 
fbr consideration before tiie house. That measure, he granted, 
iras of considerable importance ; it was a remedy oaty to be ap^ 
plied when the emergency was bo gn^at as really to call for it. 
Tbo fair question, therefore, which gentlemen were to put ta 
adr own minds, w« riinply this, Whether the danger with 
fthich the conttitntion of the couatry was threatened by the 
practices now exposedj was, or was not, greater than any dan- 
ger which could result from putting into the hands of the execu. 
tite gOTemment, ft more tiilJi ordinary [degfee of power, for 
flie purpose of resisting what they considered, and what parlia- 
ment ccmridercd, a rery dangerous conspiracy i The honour- - 
aUe gentleman had carried hii argument so far as to say, that if 
fte bill passed, all the rights of the people, and all the privileges 
•f parliament, would be at onCe destroyed — a doctrine whiQh he 
conld nerer admit, by whatever ability or eloquence it might 
be supported. On that point it was important for the consider- 
ation of the house, a point which bad not fet been touched on 
by any of those who had argued the question, that the bill was 
limited in its duration ; that it was but a temporary measure, 
adapted to a present existing ciil, and was to con^nue in fore* 
for little more than six months ; and that it inrested the exe- 
cntire government with a temporary dtseretionary power, to 
imprison suspected persons for that limited time, without bring- 
ing them to trial i-^all the rights of the people, and all the privi. 
leges of parliament, remaining nnintermptedly the same, attach- 
ing all the time the same responsibUity upon ministers to which 
they were Ihble in every other situation in which they acted, 
and equally answerable for any abuse of this power, if they 
fhonld abuse it, as they wera for the abase of any other disGT*- 
tionary power which was vested in them. Stating the question 
in that view, which was the real and proper state of it, could 
any gentleman think that all the liberties of the sphject, and all 
the privil^es of pallialneat, would be so completely annihilated 
by the bill, as to make it a question, whether a member of par* 
o2 
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Ihalent oagbt, or odght not^ to give ap his attenduice in porlil* 
ttent, or ihe interedt of his constituents ? He vould not do those 
lioitoiirable getittemen the injustice to lappose that tmj of then, 
tfaonght so for a monent ; and it wotild not be doing jnsticd to 
flidr owfl cbaracten, were tliey to make 9ay inch declaratioa. 

The right faonourahle gentleman, and those who argued on the 
Same side with hinij had contended, that id this, and other 
neasures of gOTemment, there appeared a gtroDg imitation of 
the French system of procedure: npon vhot grounds thef 
knew beat: hitherto thej had nerer, taken the trouble of ex* 
plaining them to the house. Whorran was the comparison to ba 
found? He begged gentlemen to.attend alittle to the compar». 
tire state of ths two covntiiea. Here a case had been stated^ 
and clearly made ottt, proting that there was a party in this 
soniitryi whose avowed' system aimed at the destruction of all 
dvilized order, the annihilation of parliament, ^nd the snbTer. 
rion of the constitution, by Uie introduction of ja4iobin''umy 
which hod already proved so fatal to France, and at that mo* 
meat threatened the disiolulton of erery established goTcm- 
ment in Enropel Such being the case in this country, it was 
proposed to prcTcnt the caUmitous effects of this dangeroua 
ronsplracy, by the adoption of ■ legal measure, limited in it» 
duration, and which the experience and wisdom of our ancea.' 
tors had approved, and found highly beneficial. What then waS' 
to be compared to this in the situation of Francc,'under the in- 
fluence of ths present ruling power in that country, misc^led 
a gOTerament ?-^a power which, to support its rept-obated, dca 
testable, and presumptuous osurpstion, had recourse to erery 
stratagem that fraud, robbery, and injustlce.could suggest. It 
vat, therefore, nufiur to impose any such compari^ns upon 
tte house ; for, in the present instance, we were doing no moi4 
than retisdng French crimes, by opposing to them English princl> 
pies ; and between diem it would not be said, there could b* 
found the least comparison, analogy, or imitation. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman had next proceeded, in the climax of his 
imagination, to augur consequences the n)ost portentous> onu- 
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aotu, and inampiciaai, from the ugnnM&U of the ligbt hot 
sounble gentlcnuu * who nt *eax him ; and, tiUng that to bs 
the fint itep of the laddei vbich be mppoied reared for th« 
destraotion of the ooq8tituti<m, teemed dreadfully afraid abont 
the extent to which that reastHiiiig might be carried; aad <m 
th^t point he had prodnced 'somewhat of an estraordinary.ldnd 
nf ugnment, whidi woi, that, became all the mcainrei wUdi 
had jet beat tskm had prond iaetectaal to check the progren 
s( the «Til they had been applied to remedy, we wen not thew- 
foK to perierere in endearoariog to OTncome the ei il by tbs 
SppUcatioa of meaiu stronger and more efficadooi . Bat here 
it might be oiked, whether, if thoie measnres had not l>een 
adopted, and tlie vigilance of govemment exerted, the evila 
complaioed of might not hare been mnch greater now than tihey 
really we^e i aai whether, If no inch stepi had been taken dn« 
ring the latt two yean, we ihoiild haie enjoyed the lame tran* 
qnilUty that had preruled during that period } The fact wai, if 
theie mesxirea had pot been adopted, we should haTe be^ 
hurried much faster to the same scenes of mischief which had 
now been opened to our view, and from the dreadfnl oonieqnen- 
ra ot which we had been sared by Qie ligiUnee of parliament, 
fjii die exertions of goTcnunent, assisted by the prevailing opv- 
ai<ws of the country, • 

The right honourable gentleman had thei< s^d, that if we 
pleaded all that oar alarms had snggCsted, and found that tba 
nwMQres adopted last year had not succeeded in checldog those 
pwties, we ought not to persevere by more severe measures, 
vben there was reason to think that such measures had been of 
little avail, and th^t those of a cooler and more moderate natnr« 
would hare been more adeqnate : but to what did the right ho. 
nourable gentleman mean to apply those mild and moderate re* 
Bcdies 2 Did he suppose thkt tiie progress of a jacoUn Gonveii' 
tton, were it to be once established in d)is country, was to bo 
flopped, 4n4 ito conseq,aeqGes avoided by indulgence and con^ 

tS(lr,\Findlu% 
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cession ? or that indulgence and concession vere fit to be ap- 
plied as A remedy to bo daring an attempt upon the existence of 
the constitntion ? Me miglit wbh to pregerre the BritiBh con- 
stitution, but that woald be a thing impo^ible, if there locietiea 
met with indulgence or concession. Thdr own language clearly 
expressed, that thej' would make no compromise ; and it must 
be clear that no concession would satisfy them, short of a sniren. 
der of the British consUlution, It must tfierefore appear that 
resistance, and (he strongest resistance that could be made, waa 
absolutely necessary, notwithstanding all that had been augured 
in BO prophetic a strain against the adoption of severe measure^ 
eren in extreme cases. The right honourable gentleman bad 
said, '' if there are such personii to be snre you cannot like them ; 
but .nBTer-imagine that persecution will get the better of their 
opinions, whatever they may be." If such toleration of opiniont 
ought to be granted to persons of the description which the 
nembers of thoie sodeties prored to be, to what did it amount ? 
It amounted to a toleration of the woi^t species of anarohy, se- 
dition, and treason In bis idea of persecuting for pdlitictd 
opinions, the right honourable gcbtleman need not suppose Ami 
>there waa any particular intention, by that bill, to go too 
f^cat a length in that way ; and, once for all, to answer the 
question of "where are you to stop?" it was not propen 
that the limit of their remedies should be ever declared, or that 
they should pronounce that this was the last ronedy to whtch 
they would have Teeourse: be would at the same time say, that 
proBioution, in lio instance, ought to extend beyond what the 
real necessity of the caie required : and the (emponiry meana 
proposed by the present bill might be supposed the best reonedjr. 
in the present case. 

Mr. Pitt sairt, ho should nest Come to those points on wbtch. 
the right, honourable gentleman seemed to hare argued at a 
much greater Icrigth than he thought necessary, viz. the degreft 
of -necessity that existed, the proofs of tb^t necessity, and the na* 
ture of the remedy applied to the case. Upon these several points, . 
he conceived, the house wai already perfectly satis&ed ; and ba 
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could see no reason why the right hoDomable gentlemap sIioaI4 
Lsve introduced into tliat part of his speech, so much in faront 
of the right which the people had to meet for legal purposes in 
» constitutional way, ot thw right to petitjoa parliament for a 
reform in tho representation, because these were points whicli 
had nerer been disputed, aud had no connexion whatever witl( 
the qaeatioTi before the house. With regard to the policy of 
such an appUcation to parliament, when that question came re. 
guUrly before the house last year, he had fully declared his 
sentiments on that subject, and on a parliameptary reform, an(| 
his opinions still renjained the samej but surely, no person 
would presume to say, that there existed the most gemote ana- 
logy t>etween legal societies for ob tuning reform in parliamentj 
with an intention and de^re legally and constitutionally to im- 
proye the repeesentation, and that convention proposed by the 
jacobin §ocietips, whqse object was the destruction of parlia. 
ment, and not its improrement. That that was their design, was 
dearly proved by the authority of their own records : the bulk 
of thaii didjnot even pretend that reform was either their view 
or th^ wish; such a measure was neither in thar mouths, nor 
in their minds; nnther did their actions in ^y sort correspond 
with the actions of men whq wished well to thar country. To 
give any sanction to them, under the impression that their, 
object was a legal and constitutional reform, was too ridiculous 
an idea to admit even of a moment's consideration: as well 
night they talk of giving their sanction to legal conspiracy and 
k^al assassiaatiou, as imagine that those societies had any legal 
or virtuous purpose whatever in their system ! [To corroborate 
fliis argument, the Chancellor of the Exchequer read various ex> 
tracts from the proceedings of the Society for Cpnstitutional lo-' 
formation, and the London Cor(^p<{nding Sodcty.} These so- 
«etie^were, he said, tKe main springs of this destructiTe system, 
winch called ajoud fof such immediate and such powerful resist 
ance. What he bad read front their, own hooks, proved saffi. 
ciently, in his mind, that it w^ through hypocrisy they pretend- 
-^ th^r xAject was. a parlkmentary reform, and that thcr f^s^ 
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tt nunlj 85 a pretext or mask for Atir real ud ndschieroiu db 
signs ; uid tbe papers inserted id tlidr report 'were, la bis opu 
nion, « foil and complete answer to snch gentlemen u endear 
Tonred to confound those men with parliamentaiy reforlners, 
and secred also to fefnte the charge made by those who had in^ 
risted that the report cont^ned no new matter whatever. In 
cne of their proceedings they appointed s committee for the ex. 
3>ress purpose of watching over the conduct of parliamui^ with 
a Tiew to control any proceeding which might appear to^them 
Improper; and that they were to efieot through the organ .of a 
ConventioD, expressing at the same time, diat as no redress of 
grierances could be expected from that quarter, it became their 
duty to repel tyranny by the same means by which it was sup- 
ported. On that point he could not but express his surprise at 
bearing the same arguments used by that right honourable gen- 
tleman which had beoi used ou a former night, respecttng the right 
which existed in the people at large to watch over the proceedf 
ings of parliunent,, and to interfere when any measure was 
going forward which they might conceiTB inimical to thur inte> 
rests. What most astonished him was, that any. argument of 
that sort should be offered as a palliation for the conduct of that 
Bociety; since, after the union with the other tn the same gys« 
tem, and for the tame objects, they UTOwedly came to resolo^ 
tions, that tfaey should not appeal to parliamuit for redress of 
thnr supposed grievances, but were to proceed to acts of author 
. nty and control over the functions of parliament. 

With regard to nothing new being cootaioed in the report, it 
was in itself a matter of iodifierence, whether. the information 
contuned in it was old or new, provided it was considered to 
substantiate the grounds upon whjch the alarm had token place. 
However, in point of fact, they. were not old proofs which it 
contained ; for, until the seizure of the papers, tiw corrftpon. 
dence with the clnb at Norwich was never known ; and that was 
one of the most important discoreries that those papers con- 
tuned, as it had brought to light the gener^ design of assem- 
bling their jacobin convtotion. As to irbst was known tvO 
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yan ago, could any perton (sy. Out these tranucSons wera 
nBDonBected wi<li the subsequent and progresHTe proceedings of 
tlioie societies, snd that thej did not form a very material link 
oftiiattshain of conduct which It wai neoesiary to trace from its 
firstDomracDGcnienidown to thepresentmoment? One part of tba 
report, however, the right honourable gentleman had admitted 
to be new ; that wlfi<^ stated that diese societies were prepariag 
to put ariBs into the hands of thon who were to carry their da< 
rigns into ewcvtion. That article of the report had been loms* 
wl^ cniionsly objected to, that, not being in tha body of Dm 
report, but given as a separate article, it was therefore less «n- 
thenfic. In a^jswcr to which he should mention, that that 
}Hece of information was cantionsly gifen, because the coos* 
mittee, at the time their report was made np, had not bees 
able to make sofntl an inquiry into that matter as the Importancs 
of tiiesnbject demanded; tkey, bowerer, were now convinced, 
ftatthey would rery soonbe in possession of such informadim 
as m^kt lead them to propose to parliament some further mea- 
snres on that article. Another reason, they had for making it 
a separate article, Vas, that the fnti information contained !■ 
the report respecting the intended convention, was in their 
nunds sufficient to wurant the proceediings intended to be found, 
cdtiiereon. ' 

As to the propriety of the remedy, without again recnrring 
to die arguments used against persecution for matters of opi-> 
nion, he would shortly say, the remedy amounted to nothing 
dse than patting a legal restraint upon criminal actions ; and 
the present crime amounted, in his opinion, to a conspiracy of 
Aat nature, which was an equal, if not a stronger, reason for 
&e suspension of tbe Haieas Corpus act, than either the cases 
of iuTasioD or rebellion, to which genOonen had so frequently 
alluded. The right honourable gentleman seemed very mudi 
to doubt the good effects of the bill, and that it would nerei 
att^ fke object for which it was intended : the opinion of the 
persons who composed those societies seemed to differ essen. 
tially from hb, and tbey conei^acd it ia a different point of 
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view ; for thcj had declared the the raspension of the Haitat Cor- 
pVt Kt the very measnre which should be die signal for then 
to assemble their convnttioit, and on (hat aceoant ft hecame 
the mare Becessary for parliament to pass the bill qaiokly, to 
present them from taking measures to evade its operation. 

With regard to the measure'bcing likely to invite the Frenqlt 
■to invade ue, the right honourable g^itleman had spolten aoblj 
and boldly on that head, whbn he said, tliat he did not fear , 
an invasion, but would not invite one; and )» 4pt sentiment 
he perfectly concnrred : but the material dllfeftnce between 
them was, that he believed the effect on the French ifoiild bf 
quite Iberererse from what hesupptned, for certainly tfie sap> 
presciou of our eaemies i>t home would be no very welcome iu^ 
lelligepce to »ur aiemies abroad- But bowever that ju^t b^ ' 
with regaiij to the disaffected persona in this country, whatever 
t^dr numbers were, )t was prgper ths vigilant exertions o( 
fovermment should equal their activity. 

Tbe Hmm £vided od Mr. JckjU'stDocipnof idjonnimeDt; which bdn| 
fcjectsd. 



tbe bin wai reid a third time, and puscd*. 



May 30, 17941 

~ Ur, Foi, ptmuant to tke notice he bad given, cbli day nibaiitttd to tli^ 
Hook a Kriu oC resolutiaiia, (fourteeo in number) reviewing the pa^t pro.,- 
ceedingi of the war, and letting forth the meaxurci tbat ought inetsntlf to b^ 
adopted for promoting, on equitable and moderate coiqdilion^ a pacificatioi^ 

with France. ^ • 

Mr. Sheridan, in sapporttng thne resolutions, took occajion to comment, in 
T«l7 severe term«, open the conAict of Administration, He charged them 
with being the authors of a system of alum calculated to deceive and iutnata 
the pec^Ie, and maintaiosd that the traitoram deiigns, nhich had been pointci^ 

■ Thii debate, which was conducted with uDUiQal warmth, lasted till thre^ 
o'clock tl>c following motning (Smdaj). . • ' 
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« IB tbe report d the Secret Committee, werefibnlooiploti wdbrgedcoa- 
^itado, rai^mriDg solely iatljefoul iipaginuioD of Ifjfldajestj'i Miniiteis. 

Mt. Pit? :— 

1 do sot feel it necesiary, on tbe present occasion, or in &» 
present stage or tiie debate, to troable tha hoose fo> any kogtli 
pf time, for tbe same reason that I bad, in the first instance, 
eonc«Ted that it would be unnecessary for me to trouble then 
at all. Tile substance of the question, and of the arguments 
brought in support of it, is, as was stated ' by the right houour. 
able mover of the resolutions, certainly old. The honourablv 
gentleman*, however, who spoke last, bas contriTed to iutro^ 
dnce a considerable deal i^Vndty into tM latter part of Ua 
speech. 1 will not 8ay liml the matter which he thu* intro. 
dncedy^ras not connected '%ith the question: bad it not been 
connected witb the question, you, Sir, would undoubtedly iiara 
called faim to order, I could easily, howerer, account for tbs 
prindple on which you were restruned from doing so, when I 
recollect that on a former occasion yon stated, that any argument^ 
Itowerer bad or absurd, does not therefore become disorder]/. 
It b possible that an argnment may have some connexion, though 
it be not such as can erideatly be'rec^?ed in tbe first instance, and 
certainly it will be allowed, with respect to the honourable gentle, 
man, that he is possessed of such ingenuity as to bring together 
erery argument, however incongmous, that may suit his purpose, 
and give it an appearance (it connexion with the question. What 
then was the amount of his arguments? That you ought to dis- 
continue the war, because it afforded the means, of fabricating 
pibts in this country. The honourable gentleman thought proper, 
wthont the smallest regafd either to probability or decency, to 
assert that plots had been fabricated, apd that these plots bad 
no foundation except in the foul imaginalion of ministers. 1'ba 
^ute of that honourable geotloman has been too ufteo repeated 
to have any degree of novelty with me, or to be entitled to any 
d^ree of importance, either with myself, or any other of tay 
to no urable friends, who may occasioually. happen to 'Ik its ob* 
« Mr. Shwidao, 
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jects. But I ninsf onn, that there is some Segtee of nov^ty 
imdeed in this mode of attack against a report originating from 
Iwenty-one members, ta whose character f6r lionour and in^m 
fc^ity I will rut do any injury by comparing it T»ith tte ^nar, 
ter from vhich the attack was mad e 

[Being bere called ta order by Mr, Ctnirtcnir> iof ^ invrapcr mil tmnal^i, 
kd-fui BCUck upon the (JiarscCcr of his honourable fiiud (Mr. Shi^idanJ, 
tile Speater interfered, and allowed that the expressions were diiorderly, 
however they might have arisen from the mode of attack which had bee« 
Rtegnlarly adopted by the honourable gentleman (Mr. Shcridui] in the first 

1^, Shendan rising to ipeak, Mr. Fitt ft^ttdcd ^-r-] 

Except the honourable gentleman arises for a motion of ordw 
' I ctft^nly, as haTiag been already before the honse, am en, 
titled to be heard. [Here Mr. Sheridan fat down.] I b^ Icav* 
to i^r, that I muBt always bow with deference to any iatermp-^ 
lion from you. Sir, whose r^ard to the dignity and impartial 
fity in coDducttog the business of this boose is apoa erory ot^ 
casioa so evident, and whenerer interrupted for any espresuos 
that mny appear disorderly, and may have escaped me in thfr 
heat uf debate, I most readily make niy apology, where aloaa 
it b due, to you and to the house. Still, howerer, I must ba 
permitted to add, that the Iviguage of the honourable gentle- 
nan whose obsenatioBs I was called upon to answer, was ne^ 
iher wi^in the rules of parliamentary debate, nor of parl^meik 
^ry decency. 

1 was proceeding, when interrupted, to state, that tha 
booourable gentleman had argued, that the disconti^uanco 
«f the war would put an end to those proceedings of a com- 
mittee of this house, which he has chosen to brand with 
inch coarse and indiscriminate censure. The question is not 
merely, whether his mode of attack is fair aad candid with 
Rspect to (he indiciduals composing that committee ; but how 
far it is proper to be adopted, when thdr report has already 
been receifcd by tbls house, and been made the foundation of 
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K measure BOW sanctioned b^ the three braa^bes of tte legis- 
lature — the suspension of the Hobeat Corpus act. Tlie proa 
xmble of that measure itates the ciistence of that plot, U re> 
cognized' from the inTcsti^ation of a commiltee^ and the itt> 
spection of volaminoas papers, which the honourable gentte- 
mis has chosen to bnmd as the fabrication of ministers. But 
why has he introduced this subject, appaeently so little connect. 
cd with the question? In order, as it appears, to give bb ac- 
count of a transaction, of which, I declare, fill this night, I 
knew nothing*: as little am 1 acquainted with the diuemioa- 
tion of those inflammatory papers, of which so much has beeA 
■aid by the honourable gentleman. 1 have, indeed, for these 
few days past, been engiijed with the examination of papers^ 
hot papers very different from those alluded to ,by the honour- 
able gentleman. These p^ers, volumiaons in th^ nze, form 
the records of those societies, whose proceedings have attracted 
tile notice of goremment. They cont^n matcrids of a nature 
veij interesting indeed, and with which this house will speedily 
be acquainted. When these materials shall be brought forward, 
Et will then appear, whether there is any real ground for alarm, 
or for supposing the existence of that plot which has been 
Stated: I shall only desire the -honsa to compare what shall 

* Mr. Sheridan, in the course of hb speech, had compUiued of cectaia' 
Hbenies, which he concdvcd had been taken with hi: chancier ai a ineni- 
bcr of that houie. — " Suppose," coDtinued Mr. Sheridan, " a fpeax magi^ 
mte of ihc city, robed in the ennlgns of his office, Dot lightl;' over a glau 
of wine, or afiera good dinner, but jolemnly and gravely in the court with 
hii brother aldermen, should declaie that a member of parliameoti by 
Dame Mr. Sheridan, would be sent Co tbe Tower witliin two months, pro. 
vided the JiniiMi Ctrfui act were suspended, and should back his assertion 
vrith B bet, and *o considerable a bet as one hundred and twenty guineas to 
uii — would you think this a l^hc or tiivlal matter ? And would not gen- 
tlemen suppoie that such a magiitratc, from his known comfexioD with ad- 
minlsliatioa, had some authority for saying so beyond his own ideai as a 
prince man I It would not be orderly to name tlie honourable maglslrale ; 
but if he be In the houte, he probably tiwy be known by a gold cluia which 
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mppcar tipon Itie face of tbe report of their eominitlee with irhaC 
has been asserted by the faonourable gentlemaii, ai haring been 
made use of b^ A respectable member of this house*. I ho sor^ 
prised that it conld CYer ha*e appeared iaaoy other lightiitbui af 
an expression of levity. The honoarable gentleman^ howefCTy 
thiaks otherwise. From the terimis view in which he has taken 
it up, it appears that a conspiracy cannot be going abroad, but 
he immediately lakes guilt to himseir. If bis jealonsy be indeed 
iM> wakeful, and his fears so easily excited, in all probability tha 
het which he has mmtiooed with respect to himself may be a fair 
speculation. 

In one point of view I must indeed thank the hmienraiUa 
gentleman for having introduced the topic of the state of the 
country, and the existence of plats, however farrelerant it tat^i 
seem to the subject of delute. Hawerer iiYcIcTant it might 
tf m, as introduced by him, it is certainly highly in oifr favour^ 
For if, from the result of the report of your committee, it shall 
appear that there is ground ^to suppose that there has existed a 
system in this country) (and indeed »o country in Europe haa 
|)cen exempted from its effects) to introduce French prinii^les 
for French purposes, and by French means ; if the same system, 
nay be traced all orer the Continent, and there thali be fouBd 
to be the most striking coiucidence, both in the object aimed 
«t, and the metins by which it haa been prosecuted ; if tiie 
whole shall I>e clearly imputable to the present government of 
France, and be calculated every where to produce Hie sama 
effects;* which we have witnessed in that country, it must Ihed 
be admitted, that nothing less than the subversion of that ja- 
cobin government, which has been contended for by diy ho- 
-Bourable friend fy can be adequate to th« purposes of the war. 
Tbe present, indeed. Is not a contest for distant, or contin^ 
gent objects ; it is not a contest for acquisition of territory ; it 
is not a contest for power and glory ; as little is it carried od 
merely for any commercial advantage, 'or any particular fona 
of government ; but it is a contest for the security, (he tran- 
quillity, and the very existence of Great Britain, connecUd^ 

■ The Lord Mipr. f Mr. JeibkioNBi 
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vitk tbat of enery established govern ment, and etety conntiy 
in Eniope. This is tbe view of tbe nature of the war, upon 
which this hoase has acted in its former decisions. It is a view 
confirmed by the eiperlence of crery day, and of erery hour ; 
it is a Tiew which the etcnts of the present moment hare tended 
Itill more strongly to impress upon the minds of gentlemen of 
this house, tiiii moment, which has been chosen of all othen id 
«rder to iadnce us to abandon oor principles, and reverse our 
decisions. 

I do not think it necessary to comment at length upon the 
.ttring of resolutions brought forward by the right honourablfl 
geDtleman*. They are evidently introduced for the express 
parpose of recording upon the journals of this house the opi' 
nions of that right honourable gentleman with respect to the 
nature, the object, and the probable events of the war— opi- 
nions which he has brought forward both in the course of the 
present and of the fonner session. The substance of all his 
resolutions may be reduced to two, to eacb of which, now thnt 
I am upon my legs, X shall f^l it necessary to say a very few 
Iror^. The right bonoarable gentleman, in a speech more 
dis6agnished by its length and ability, than by any additional 
natter ornoTelty of argument, divided the whole subject into 
tiiree or four periods, in. order to prove, that the subversion of 
the jacobin government was inconsistent with the former pro^ 
fessions of this governraent, and in its own nature impolitic 
and impracticable. In order to prove his assertion, the right 
honourable gentleman b^an with adverting to the professions 
of neutrality, held oat on the part of this country previous 
to the dedarations, and to the negociations set on foot, in 
order to secure the continnanoe of peace. To this part of his 
argument, the answer of my Jiononrable friend was so full and 
latisfactory, as to require on my part no addition. I hava 
only to state, along with faim, that it Is not every provoca. 
tion which justifies a war. The French revolution might not, 
in the first, instance, appear to be so great auerif,'as it bal' 
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dnce eriQced itself to bei It might not be jlicotered to llftt« 
■uch pernicions effects u hftte tiace unfolded themsehea to out 
%ieir. The extent to which it carriea the principle of propSgstt 
^ng its doctrines by lire and sword is now, howeTCr, Ho loitger • 
tnatter of doubt. The principle is rendered still mpre danger^ 
OUB hy the means which it possesses for carrying it into effect* 
Can we, then, be supposed to be pledged to the same line of 
conduct in the present moment, which, in the first instaace, wa 
might h^Te deemed it prodent to adopt ? — In proportion as ths 
extent of the evil discloses itself, does not there arise a neces* 
■ity for increased means of resbtaace ? The right hononrabld. 
gentleniaa stated, that eren subsequent to the memorable period 
of the loth of August, we contitiued our professions of neu^ 
tralily, though we thought proper to break off alt iatercaaisa 
with the French nation on account of th^r conduct to the so^ 
vereign. Of the friociples upon which that Intercourse was 
broken off, the house have already expressed their decided up* 
probation ; and can they then, with r^ard either to the dignity 
<^ their character, or the consistency of their principles, re- 
new) in a time of war, that intercourse whit^ they thought 
proper, on snch solid grounds, to break, off In time of peace ; 
and at a time too, when, I contend, that the attempt to re- 
new such intercourse would be as impotent as It would be dis. 
graceful ? 

The right hononrable gentleman stated, that the objects first 
&eld OQt for the war on the part of this country, were the 
breach of treaty by the French with respect to the Scheldt, and 
the views of aggraadizemcnt which they disclosed in seizing 
upon the territory of the naghbouring powers. So far I admib 
he has stated juslly ; but when he says, tiiat all idea of inter- 
ference with the goTemment of Franco was entirely dis. 
claimed, he states what is not the, fact. — Such an interferencey 
I grant, was not precisely stated ; it was, however, referred 
to, even in the first instance. And, in proof of this as* 
jertioo, I refer to the following passage in his Majesty's mes> 
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(age, brouglit down to (kii lioiiH h> enly u the 28tli of Juiiuu 
IT, 1T93. 

" In the present litnation otaSain, liis M^eitf thioki it in. 
di9paisabl]r nscess&ry to make a farther Bugmentatiqn of hit 
• forces by sea and land, for- maintaining the lecurily and right! 
of his owD dominions, for supporting his allies, and for opposiof 
tiewi of aggrandizement and ambition on the part of France, 
which would be at all times dangerous to the general intcrefits 
of Europe, bat are particularly so, when connected with th* 
propagation of principles which lead to to (he Tiolation of the 
molt sacred daties, and are utterly subtersiTe of the peace and 
order of all civil society." 

Such was the language even then adopted by his Majesty, 
and re-echoed in the answer of this bouse, to that tnessagft A 
few days after, came (he declaration of war on the part of 
the French. What were the sentiments 1 expressly declared la 
the course of the last session, I refer to the recollection of every 
n^ber present. A few days previous to the close of last 
session, the right hononrable gcntlemaa came forward with a 
motioa precisely similar in natnre and effect to the resolntions 
which he has this day proposed to (be house. I then stated, 
that while the eiisting system continued in France, we could 
have but little hope of obtaining a peace upon solid and perma- 
ttent grounds; that, could a peace be obtained, I certainly 
should not consider the continuance of the system, as itself, an 
objection. At the same time I expressly assured the house that 
the prospect of affairs was such as not to afford the smallest 
grODud of rational expectation of our ever being able to obtain 
such a peace as we could dther accept, or, for any length of 
time, hope to enjoy, while France remained under the inflnraice 
of jacobin councils, and that the prospect of bringing the war 
to a conclusion, as well as the security for any engagements 
wludi w£ might fornr with France, must ultimately depend upMt 
the destruction of those principles, which were hostile to every 
regular gotcmment, and subvcntve of all good faith. I as. 
lerted farther^ that if an opportunity should occur, ia which wa 



*oii. i: 



,:,:kv, Google. 



so MR. PITT'S [Mit 30, 

-might intufero with adTan(ag« in the internal f^remmcnt of 
France, we ccrtiinly should avail ourselres of every audi oppor-. 
tniiily, as an opej-alion of the war. Had I, as the right hononr- 
able gentleman has contended, disclaimed all such interference in 
the present war, t~shoiiId have done what never has been dons 
in any fonner war. And I have only to remind the right ho- 
rn on rafale gentleman, of what, upon a former occasion, was his 
tipinion with respect to an interference, which goremment found 
necessary to mate in the affiaira of Holland. When we at- 
tempted to defend that measure upon the principles of justice^ 
he contended that we proved too much, amil that, in order to 
justify it, it was only neceseary to shew that it was for the inte- 
rest of Great Britain, Upon what principle then can henovr 
possibly iirge that an interference, "admitted in every formcif 
war, should faecome unjustifiable in the present, that com- 
inraced,' on the part of Franc^ with an interference against 
onrselves ! 

Having supposed, then, that all idea of interferenra was dis- 
claimed, the right hononrable gentleman proceeded to bring 
forward a charge of inconsistency, from the declaration of 
Lord Hood, at Jonlon, and that afterwards published by hi» 
Majastyj addressed to the people of France. These declara- 
tions, I affirm, are perfectly consistent. That of Lord Hood 
only promises protection to the people of Toalon, so far as ha 
eoald grant it, without specifying any particular form of govern, 
^ttent — they chose to pledge themseVres to the constitution of 1789. 
' The declaiation of his Majesty offers protection to idl the people 
ef France who sh^l approje Of an hereditary monarchy. What 
' ften do the resolalioBs, prepared by the right hononraUe gen - 
^tteman, call npoa yon to do ? — to counteract all youi' fonner 
'icntiments — to abandon those prtndptei to whieh yon hava 
-pledged yourselves — ^to rescind the measures which yon have 
•olemnly adopted — and, after having displayed the extent of 
your resources, and put intd the hands of his Majesty meant 
for carrying on the warj to iell hiM that he shall not avanl him- 
■>«clf «[ these means, and abandon- arery reioirrce, except Aat 



,:,:kv, Google 



1,-94.] PARLIAMElrtARY SPEECHES. 5l 

of makiog peace witi^ Frsmce. It is to require you, at the end 
of the scs^on, to make a recantation of all that you hate done ^ 
ia ercry former part of it — to contradict all your former pro- 
fessions, uid to renounce opinions formed upon the most serious 
deliberation, and confirmed by repeated acts. It is worthy of 
remark, that tfie gentlemen on the other side, who are so fond 
of accusing otliers of inconsistency, take to themselves the 
eredit of supporting the war to a certain period. Beyond that 
period, they luTe stated they foui^ it impossible to give it 
nty farther support, thoagh I must obserfe, looking to their 
general conduct, if the periods at which they gave it "support, 
and at which they thought oecessary to withdraw it, were to ba 
transposed, flie diSerence would ba very inconsiderable.- What 
was fiie period, down t» which they fake the credit of baring 
gircn support to the war ?^ — -the passing of the French Corps bill. 
Then it wsf,' it seems, that they first discovered that theprcsent 
war a war for tbe purpose of an internal interference in tde 
|B;«vernmorit of France. But it is of little consequence to th« 
house, what are the opinions' of individuals, or what the pre. 
teacea which they may hold out. It is their business to con- 
sider what ha« been their general line of conduct, and what 
course they are bound to adopt on the present occcasion, from 
a regard to thejlignity of theircharacter, and the consistency of 
Uieir measures.' In this point of view, they will con eider whether 
fliay have this night heard any thing to induce them to deviate 
from then! principles, which they adopted on the most mature 
deBberation. The right honourablegpntleman^ in order to throw 
diBcrei|it on the object of the war, has had recourse to a confu- 
don of argaioent. He chuses to confound the subversion of the 
pESG^nt jacdbin government with the conquest of France, and 
■tates, that we havtj in view nothing less than the eiidre subju- 
galioa of that country. He forgets that the objects arc entirely 
dibreat ', we have no desire to conquer France ; JK% wish only 
to.'free it from a lystem of tyranny equally opp^ssivc to itbelf 
lad dangfl^oos to ltB'iidghbanr3;.'<whi6h can^in the first in- 
VOBCCi- only exist by- the, .misery of its lubjelts, and fflentCU 
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tn its prDj;ress the destruction of ererf regBUf gotemniQiit. 
- But he at4tes, as aa argument against our snccees, that the force 
of that government U ia the present moment stronger than erer, 
while he adds, howeTcr, by way of parenthesis, no matter whc« 
tber by terror, or by whatever means, lie seems to think th^ 
the means by which that power is supported^ hare nothing to do 
with the question. I contend that they form the whole; siiic* 
on thode means the jKrmanence and stability of the gOTCrAment' 
must depend. If it is a power acquired by the influence of ter> 
roi>t and.supportcdby asystem of coercion, it is ncitlier likely to 
be solid nor lasting. 

Another object which the right honoHrable gentleman bai 
urged, is, that even if you should succeed in subrerling the 
present gOTemmoit of Franco, such a measure would ba in it- 
self impolitic, and could aS6id yon no prospect of rational ad- 
Tantage, What, says he, would you destroy a government 
before you have made up your minds what to substitute in its 
stead ? do you consider the consequence of again setting th» 
minds of men adrift, and bow can you be sure that tiie resnlt 
will be better than what you at present witness ? This is ex. 
actly an illustration of the mode of argument adopted by the 
fight honourable gentleman, wlio, consulting neither the policy 
Dor expediency of the ])articnlar question, is always addicted 
to push his general principles to the extreme. Yon ought notf 
■ays he, to subvert the present form of government, because^ 
if the French arc to be left to chuse for themselves, you do not 
know by what other form.it may be succeeded, whether an ab> 
solute or a timited monarchy, or a difTercnt species of republic. 
Ill opposition to tliis reasoning, we con safely decide from ex> 
perieoce of its effects, that any form of government whick 
•uccwds the present, founded upon jacobin principles, thou^ 
npt the kest, must be comparatively good. But as a i«asia 
why we ou^t not to seek the subversion of this jacobin govera* 
ment, or be apprehensive of datig^ from its existence, th* 
r^b^ honourable gcndemtsi bas stated,, that it has been fount 
perfectly possibte for opposite go renunenta to exist togctbery^ 
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without intrrfering ivith each other. I grant that thia is per< 
tectty possible nith respect to an; established goTernmentj 
faawe*er dcrective, acting npon certain rulct, and from certain 
principles. But I cannot admit that if it the case vith respect 
to X system such as the present established in France, a system 
snch as never existed before in any country, and to irhich no 
analogy can be found in the history of mankind; a system ad- 
mitting of no tnodificalian of its yices, excluding, all principles, 
and bearing in ilsclf the seeds of hostility to erery regular go- 
Tcrnmeat; a system not possessing the means of power for the 
protection of its subjects, but usurping them for their oppres. 
■ion. Such a system presents no remedy for its vices, or hope 
of security to its neighbours, bat in its entire sabiersion. On 
all these gronads, I trust that the policy, consistency, and be. . 
oessity of a vigbrous prosecution of the war, trill still appear to 
remain uaimpeached. 

I have only a few words to aay to tliat resolution of the righf 
honourable gtnlleman,, which suggests, that we ought to um at 
peace by negocialion. In desiring us to have recourse to nego^ 
ciation, be contends, that we hare at least nothing to apprehend 
from the eiperim^it, even if it (honld fail, and that to propose 
terms can surely be attended with no barm. The answer of my 
boncMrable friend* to this part ''f his a^oment was so full 
and satisfactory, as to reader it unnecessary for me to a'dd any 
thing farther. My honourable friend stated, in the clearest 
manner, the little hope we could have of success in any nego- 
clatioD from the nature of the jacobin isystem, and the charac. 
ter* of the present French rulers, and the stilt less security 
which we should have for the performance of any engagement 
into which they might enter. But tlie question is not merely 
whether these persons, now at the head of affurs in France, 
would be disposed to treat with ns, or whether we could hare 
any security for any peace which we might make with them ? 
We are to recollect, that whilathat system, with which we now 
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contend, contiancs in France, we can have no peace upon an^ 
terms sbort of absolute niLn and disbonour ; and that, bj an ex- 
press law of the constitution, any Frenchman who should pro- 
pose to treat with us, except upon the conditions of abandoning 
our most sacred principles and our dearest rights, of Enrr^ider- 
ing 9nr conctitation, dethroning our lirtuons monarch, and 
coDsentini to introduce into this country that horrible systeio. 
of anarchy which they propose ,to our imitation, is declarrd a. 
traitor. What. then becomes of the argument of the right 
honoorable gentleman, that, even if we should enter into nc^o- 
ciation, no- harm could possibly be attendant upon our failnre? 
Have wc not reason to suppose, that by those who a»oF sttck 
principles', the terras which we should propoac would most 
certainly be rejected? And what then would be the coitse-. 
qucnco ? By entering into negociation we should hare diesolfed' 
that confederacy, on which we can alone depend for snccest. 
against the common enemy. To the French we should have 
given confidence and vigour ; and, baffled in our eiipectations of. 
peac^ should ourselves be again obliged to have recourse to 
war, when war was found to be our only altcroative, and wheir 
we had deprived ourselves of the means for its vigorons prose> 
cution. 

The acquisition of the West India islands, the right honour- 
able gentleman affirmed, was but of little censcquencc, as to-, 
attaining the object of the war— the subversion of the jacobin 
government of Paris, I grant that it may appear of little con- 
sequence as to its- immediate effects ; b,ut may it not be supposed ■ 
to have a collateral influence? Is it indeed of little consequence 
in the first year of the war to cut up their resources, and destroy 
the sinews of their commerce ? Is the injury to their revenue - 
less fatal, (hongh, from the monstrous and gigantic expedients of 
finance to which they have had recourse, it may not, in the first 
instance, be perceived ? Is it of litile consequence to ns in the 
prosecution of a warforwhich we do not <fursclves .possess saffi-- 
cient military force, an^ iu aid of which we must have recourse 
to our pecuniary resources, thus to ptacTrrc the means of increas- 
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lag these resources, by extcodiog our comqiercc, and Opening 
new sources of industry ? "When the right hononrable gentle- 
man, then, repreS4:Hfs the loss of these West India islands, as but 
littJe fi'it, or altogether contemned, by the French, what obTious. 
]y is the inference? Isit not th«t the gOTernment which cansofier 
such a limb to be torn from the empire without shrinlcing, wMcli. 
can Ticw with indifference and uaconcern the sinews of its com* 
meree destroyed, and the sources of permanent rerenue annihi- 
lated, can have but little interest or feeling in common with ifi 
Guhjects i If, indeed, wc can eupjiose that the French gOTecn- 
meiit could sec the danger of ihcir colonies without fear, and 
submit to their loss without regret, it woi)ld only tie a proof that, 
they had become callous from desperation. Yet after the right 
honourable gentleman has represented these islands as consi. 
dered but of Uttle consequence by the conrention, bow does h« 
proceed to argue ? He considers them in one respect impar- 
tant, as they may be employed by you as valuable laedite of nego-- 
ciation — (batu^ he proposes to yon to give^ip acquisilions which 
are highly valuable to you, a» a bribe to induce those who de-> 
^ise them, to abandon th^r favourite project. 

But if the right honiiUTabie gentleman should not succeed ia 
prevailing upon you to adopt any of his resolutions which go to 
oStf terms of negociation, still he has one resolution of a dilTe- 
' imt nature: he' calls upoa you, by an explicit declaration, to 
prescribe the precise form of government, which you mean to' - 
insist should he adopted in France. This strange proposition 
he clothes indeed in elegant language: in that case, says h«, yon 
certainly would have fewer friends, but Iheo they would be mora 
sinceie. What is the case? that at present there are a great 
many of different opinions with respect to the form of government 
whick they wonld wish to see established, but who, equally dis- 
approving of the present horrible system, are prepared to concur 
with you for.its destruction. Thesej whom it ought to be your 
object to unite and concentrate, he calls upon you, by this reso. 
lution, to alienate and dispefsef a resolution too, which goes 
{pcyond the line of yonr policy;^ inaemncb as jour object is th^ 
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EubTersicm of a system iocompafible with y»ar interest, and witii 
the security of Europe: and that once effected, the government 
that shall be deemed most proper to succeed, will then' naturally 
become the object of modification to the difTerent parties. . 1 am 
Hbe more surprised that such a resolution should have come from 
the-right honourable gentleman, as an honourable friend * of hi> 
. had stated as a principle, and it is the only part of his speech 
Id which I can agree with him; " That seldom has any nation 
laid down a peremptory declaration, from which it has not found 
it necessary at some time or other to recede." I am astonished, 
indeed, that the right honourable gentleman, who so much dig. 
approves of all idea of internal interference in the government of 
another country, should himself, by this resolution, carry the 
principle so far — to a length greaHy beyond the line of our poli- 
cy, and that object, which by our interference we propose to 
ourselves. It is not, in fact, more inconsistent with our princia 
pies than with his own : you could not atlopt it wilhoot repruf 
bating those sentiments which have been so often maintdned by 
the right honourable gentleman ; nor could he himself vote for it 
without giving up ali his former opinions on the subject. This 
' last resolution, therefore, I cannot deem more admissible than 
the others : it is not less incongruous in point of policy, than 
the foraier were repugnant to all those principles with respect to 
the present contest so solemnly adopted, and so repeatedly sanc- 
tioned by this bouse. 

UpeB a division, the previous qnestioB, wliiclj bad been tnoved hj VIKk 
• JaikinMin, wu carried; 
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December 30, 1794. 

DiiATB m the addren in wnawer to Ui Mtjettr*' moM (ndoiu %fteA* 
so Dpemng ths lenloo. 

An imendnieiLt to the addren being looTcd hj Mr. Wilberfiirce, " idji^ 
hz his Majcitf to order a negociation for fMce oa lucb Uisu w duMtU bt 
deemed juat and reacoDable," 

Ur. Pitt deli T«red hit KDtimcDts to the fbUowiDKcBecti 

I should not hare »o mach endeaTonrcd, Sir, to hare en. 
gaged yoar attention at the present moment, had not a sudden 
indisposition seized me, which I was apprehensive might, at « 
later hotfr^ hare incapacitated roe from entermg fullj into the 

* " My LtrA a^ GatU^a, 

" After the nnifomi experience which I hare had of jwa aeaTims regard 
for the intereati of my people, it is a great satiifiictioo to me to recur to your 
advice and aistnance, at a period which ca!li for the full exertion of jronr 
entigy and wiadMn. 

** Notwithatandiiig the diMppmntments and rerenes which we heTc es- 
|)a>eDced in the conne of the latt campaign, I retain a finn connction t£ 
the necesdtT of persisting in a vigorous prosccutjoo of the jut artd Doccsnrr 
«rar in which we are engaged. 

** YoQ win, 1 in confident, a^e with me, that it it onlj from finncew 
and penererancc tlut we can hope fta the rettoration of peace on safe and 
hoDouraUe grouodi, and for the preserration and permanent tecurity of oUr 
dearest intereMi. '' 

« In eonudeiiDg the utuatiDn of .our enemies, yon will not fail to obserre, 
that the effort! which iiaxe led to their succcstes, and the unexampled meant 
by which alune thou efFbita could have been tnpponed, have produce*)' 
amcmg tlieinaelTes the penncious effects which were to he expected; and that 
erery thbg which hu pasted in the interior of the couatry.hai shewn the 
pogresaive and rapid decay of their resources, and the instability of erciy part 
of ttiat violent and unnatural system which is equally ruinous to France, and 
incompatilile with the tranquillity of other nations. 

" The States Oeneral of the United Provincej have- nevertheleH been 1^ 
-Ity a aente of present dfflcnlciea, to enter into' negociations for peace with the 
patty now prey^ling in tlut unhappy country. No eatablisbed government or 
todepcsdent itate can, nnder the preieu cttcomKancea, derive real lecuritf 
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discussion of a qiieslion, npon which I must be suppoE-ed to 
feel most anxious to deliver my senliments. 

I am aware, tliat there arc some gciitlemen with whom the 
wigiaat opioians, which tliiy liavc expressed oa the war, prc- 

from luch negociations: On onr part, they could not be attempted without 
lacrificing both our honour and our safety to an enemy, whose chief animoBiiy 
ji avowedly directed against the^e kingdoms. 

f « I have therefore continued to uie the most effectual meani for the further 
ungraeatation of my force); and I shall omh no opportunity of concerting 
the operationi of the neit campaign with such of the powers of Europe a« 
ire impressed with the same sense of the necessity of vigour and exertion. T 
place the fullett reliance on the vilour of my forces, and an the affection aed 
public spirit of my pMple, in whoie behalf I am coDtending', ud whoae lafclT 
and happiness are the objectsof my coiutant lolicitude. 

" The local Importance of Corsica, and the spirited efforts of its inhabitant* 

to deliver themselves irom the yoke of France, determined me not to withhold 

ite protection which thej sooght tor; and I have since- accepted the crown 

' uid sovereignty of tliat coiintry, according to an instrament, a copy of which 

I have directed to be bid before you, 

■• 1 have greit pleaiure in Informing you, that I have Concluded a treaty of 
unity, commerce, and navigation, with the United States of America, in which 
it has been my abject to remove, as far as .potiible, all grounds of jealousy 
and misuntlentanding, and to Improve an intercoorte beBcficial lo hotl( 
countries. As soon as the ratifications shall have been eichanged, I will dii 
rect a copy of this treaty to be Uid before you, in order that you may consider 
of the propriety of making tucb jn-oviuous u may appear ncccisarj for uiryi. 

■■ I have ihe greatest tatis&ction In announcing to yon the h^^ event o| 
flie eonduiion of a treaty for the marriage of my son die Prince of Wales, 
with the Princess Caroline, liaughter of the Duke of Brunswick. The con- 
ttant proofe of your affection for my person and family persuade tae, th»t you 
will participate In the sentiments I feel on an Dccaslon so interesting to my do- 
mestic happiness, and that you will enable me to make provisioa for such sJt 
establishment, as you may think iuitable to the rank and lUguily of the heir 
apparent to the crown of these kingdoms.'' 
" CiMUmtK cf Ibt H:me tf Cswwau, 

" The eonaderations which prove the necessity «f a vigorous prosecutioM 
of the vfar will, I doubt not, mducc you to make a timely and ample provl^oq 
for the sevcial branches of the public service, the estimates for which 1 hava 
greeted 10 be laid before yon. While I regret the necessity of large addidonaj 
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Tent mc from enlei^ining any hopra of concurrence. But 
there are oDier gefillemen, whu, having supported the war at ill 
ccmmencemont, have been led, by ihc disaBtrous eyents of th« 
campaign, to change their farmer sentiments, and to withdraw 
their former support: It .is with these gt'ntleni en that I s&all 
consider myself more imraediatcly at issue. And, Sir, I must 
iiist make some remarks on the arguments which they hara 
drawn from the words of ihe address. To this address they 
say that they cannot give their assent, because it pledges them 
hever to make peace with the republican gOTernment of France. 
1 do not consider that it does so pledge them. It says only, that 
with a goTemment, snch as the present gorernmcnt of France, 
we cannot treat on terms that can be deemed sccnre. And, Sir, 
irhere does there eibt this imperious necessity to sue for peace? 
Are we sonk down and depressed to such an Absence of, hope, 
and to such a want of resources ? If we were indeed so cala- 
milously situaled^if we were indeed so deroid of hope, and 
so deprJYed of resources — if the continuance of the war. pro- 
duced so intolerable a pressure, then, perhaps, we might con- 
sent to acftaoge of system. lam ready to confess, that I cancon- 
ceire an imaginary case of a peace beiug made with the govenu 
ment of France, even in its republican form ; but I nill fiurly 

bnidois on my subjects, it is a just consolation and satafactioii to me tn obserre ' 
the suteof oar credit, commerce, and resources, which i; the natural result af 
tike continued exertions of indistry under tjic prattcliou of a free and well !•• ,. 
gulated government," 

" Mj LiTd! and GmihTr^i, 

" A j&st sen^eof tlie bissbiiigs now so long enjoyed by this country wUl,! 
am persuaded, encoorage y<ni to make every cRbn, wliich can enable you Ut '■ 
twnsmit those blessings unimpaired to your posterity, 

" [ entertain a confident h(^e tlcat, under the protection of ProTidenee, and - 
with a conilancy and peneverance on our part, the principles of social order, 
morality, and religion, will ultimately be successfjl; and that my faichfiil 
people will find their present exertions and sjjftificcs icwirdcit by the se- 
cure and permanent erjoymentof tranquillity at home, and by the deliverance 
of Europe from the greatest danger with which it basbeeu tbrcatctud Mn«e the 
dtablithment of civilized society*" 
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aaj also, tli&t I hare no idea of any peace being secnre, nnless 
France return to tbe monarchial system. That there may, 
bowerer, be intermediate changes that itaay give the probabilitj 
of a peace with that country, even should it continue a republic, 

1 am ready to allow, though I cerl^nly think that the monarchial 
form of constitution is best for all the couutrieB of Europe, and 
DKist calculated to ensure to each of them general and iqdirl-. 
.Aval happiness. Considering myself, therefore, as I said before, 
principally at issue with those who now, for-the first time, dis- 
sent from the prosecution of^tbe war, I am content to deliTer 
my sentiments before I hear the ai^uments of some gentlemen, 
who will probably enter into a more full discussion than thn 
subject has yet received. 

Sir, the reasons that hare indoced gentlemen to dissent from 
the prosecution of the war, seem to have possessed a considerable 
influence on the manner in which they speak of (he justice and 
necessity of the war at its commencement; and their language 
is now fainter and feebler than I had reason to eipect. Con- 
tending, as these gcudemea and I did, with the new and roon. 
Btrons systems of cruelty, anarchy, and impiety : against tbosa 
whos* principles trampled upon cirilized society, religion, and 
law — contending, | say, with sncb a system, I could not have 
entertained the slightest expectation, that from them would have 
procAded such an amendment.' 

It has pleased inscrutable Proridence that this power of 
France should triumph oter every thing that has been opposed to 
It! but let UB not therefore fall without making any efforts to 
resist it; — let us not sink without measuring ilg strength. If any 
thing could make me agree to retire from the contest, it would 
be the consciousness of not being able to continue it. I would 
at least have no cause to reproach myself on the retrospect* I 
would not yield till X could cxcl^m, 

IWuit qvce plarima virlua 

EiSff fitit : ioto cerlatam est corpore regai, r 

If, Sir, 1 have expressed myself with more emotion than is 
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coniistent with the propriety of debate, the particnlar sitnation 
inwhicli I stand, opposing and contesting the opiaiom of those^ 
'With whom I hare been, on all occuionE, in almost all points, 
fortnnate enough ta agree, wiH, I trost, excuse the wannth of 
my feelings. 

The arguments used by my hononiahle friend, in support of 
hii ameudmeat, may be divided into two classes : The impolicy 
of Gontinning tbe war, and the insecurity of peace. One of the 
gi^amcnts which he uses in support of the impolicy of condnu* 
ing the war, is grounded on the recent changes that have taken 
place in France. My right honourable friend's speech was ft 
■nfficient answer to that argument. The change that has taken 
place in Ffonce is only the change of an attachment to a name, 
and not to a substance. Those who have succeeded to tiie goTcrn- 
men since the fall of Robespierre, havB succeeded to the same 
sort of goTernment, They adopt the same rcTolationary 
system; and though they have made a more moderate use of 
their power than Robespierre, yet they differ from him only 
abbut as much as Robespierre did from Brissot, who incited 
the war against this country. The' present government, there- 
fore, deserves no more the name of moderation than that 
established by Brissot and his followers, who committed tha 
unprovoked aggression against Great Britain. The system of 
the present gorernon has its root in the same nnqu^i£ed rights 
of man, the same principles of liberty and equality — prin. 
ciples, by-which they flatter the people with the possession of 
the theoretic^ rights of man, all of which they vitiate and violate 
in ptactice. Tbe mild prisciples of our government are a 
standing reproach to theirs, which are as intolerant as the rank, 
est popi^ bigotry. Their pride and ambition lead them not so 
mneJi to conquer, as to carry desolation and destruction into all 
the governments of Europe. Have we any right, therefore, to 
, suppose that victory and triumph can produce so great a changt 
in thdr detestable principles, or that success b sucha correctlvs 
of all those vicious qualities that pervade their principles and 
ttadr practice? 
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■ Da the ^flemen who now desert the war, expect that a 
p«ftc« can be obtained, of snuh a oatorc, as has been so well 
described by my honourable friend'? Do they hope for a fres 
Uid useful commerce? Do they expect that the amies on both 
Bides will be disbanded, and the flecU be called home? Do 
they mean to put an end to the traitorous correspondence act? 
I believo not. I can easily suppose that those gentlemen who 
> bare, in an early part of the 'eteniog, so decidedly gites th^i* 
opinion with respect to the late trials, and who have supposed all 
the persons in this country to be so pure, as not even to be in. 
fected by contact with jacobin principles, would foresee no 
danger from a French alliance', and-vou!d look forwatrd with 
satisfaction to the consequences uf .such a measure. Bat such 
is- not the case with my honourable frietidsj who e»en, in such 
an event, talked of the necessity of additional precautions, 
in order to guard -the dignity of the crowh', and preserve the 
tranquillity of the country. What then would bo the rational 
prospect of advantage to this country from a peace With an 
enraged enemy, in which there could exist no confidence on 
either side, but which must necessarily give rise to a -state of 
jealousy, suspicion, and consLaut armament? How long would 
fliis state of trouble or repose last? How will you come to the 
contest when it -is renewed? If yon disband your armies,- if 
you diminish your force, you will then put an end to that ma- 
chine which, under the two first years of a war, can barely be 
laid to have been raised to a point high enough to try the 
strength of the country. Disband your force, and see if Uie 
•ame means and the Same period can raise it again to'^the same 
point. You will then be oppose* in another war wiflia diml- 
Bished military power to an enemy, who liiay have foend it 
ks difficult to disband his armies, as you wOuld find it- difficnU 
to collect fresh forces. They will again be prepared to start 
with the s!«no gigantic f esonrees, deriving fresh confidemie from 
Vie disposition which you had shewn to peace, and new vigoar 

* Mr. Cloning. 
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from the interval whicli had fteeo afforded to hoitilities. But 
-will that be all ? What asgUtance can f ou expect from the coib 
tinental powers, if you ^solre the coafederacy ? And cw yon 
'espect to asiemble such a confederacy again? Suppose tlie 
enemy made an attack upon Holland, Prussia, Austria, Spain, 
'and the states of Italy, or all or each of these; on what^tounds, 
I would ask, could you rouse the spirit, or raise the tigour of 
this country again, when, from a sense of your inferiority, you 
have before given lip the contest at a period when the confede- 
racy was at its height? On the event of this night's debate, 
may depend what shall be your future situation with respect to 
yonr allies. If you do not now proclwm your weaknMs, if yon 
do not renounce yonr prospects, ynu have still great hopes from 
the alliance of Europe. Prussia, Austria, Spain, and the Statea 
of Italy, are yet in such a situation that their assistance may b* 
looked to in carrying on the contest. 

The honourable gentlemen who supported the amendment, 
disclaimed the langnage of fear; they s^d they knew what. 
Great Briton could do, if once it was roused. What then is to 
'be inferred from all their former professions? Is this a business, 
in which, after all, we were not serious ? Is this cause, which 
bns been admitted to involve not only themost important interest* 
of Great Britain, but the safety of Europe, and the order of so* 
ciety, not considered to be of snch a nature as requires alt the 
ener^fes of the country ? What then is thb greater necessity to 
-which they looked?' what the occasion on which they deemed 
that they could more worthily employ their efforts? If wb 
should dissolve the powerful confederacy with which we are now 
united, could we hope again to bring it back at onr summons? 
and shall we not, in the case of a fresh rapture, be exposed alone 
' to the fury of Prance, without the smallest prospect of assist, 
ance from any other quarter? Besides, I think I shall shew 
'yon that you are desired to relinqtiish the conflict, at a time 
irhcn all the iiational and artificial resonrces of your enemy are 
Terging to a rapid dissolution. 

I KQst now fak< notice of a specuUtloa -Which has been 
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indulged — diat If yon withdnw, France vill retnm to Bom«. 
nore moderate system of gOTernracnt. I uk whether we ought 
to pnt ourselves in snch a situation of hazard, which, if de- 
cided against us, would inToIve us in much greater calamities 
tiian we hate yet experienced, and would reduce' us to a situ, 
ation in which we should be without, means and without re> 
Eourcas i 

When it Is laid, therefore, that a peace will have the effect 
to overthrow the goTemment of France, the propositioa is by 
so means clear ; the probability is mach greater, that tba 
persons now at the head of the goTernment, will, in order to 
cominae thar own power, (and in France, it is to be recol- 
lected, that the continuance of thdr power is connected with 
that of thdr lires, so that, in Addition to the incentives of 
ambition, they have the alUpowerful motiTO of self.preserTa- 
tioo,) be induced to continue the same system of measures that 
DOW prerails. Obliged as they would be to recal a numerous 
amy from the frontiers, will the troops of whom it was com- 
posed, after having tasted the sweets of plander and the licence 
, of the field, be contented to return to the peacefaJ occupations 
of industry ? Will they -not, in order to amuse thrir darii^ 
spirit, and divert from themselves the effects of thnr turbulence, 
be compelled to find them some em ploy men t ? And what is the 
employment to which they will most naturally direct th^ 
first attention? They will employ them to crush all the remuns 
of courage, loyalty, and piety, that are yet to be found in 
France, and extinguish all that gallant and unhappy party, from 
-whose co-operation we may promise ourselves, at any future, 
period, to derive advantage. What else can be expected firon 
those Moderates, .who, though assuming that appellation, have, 
ia succeeding to the party of Robespierre, only established 
tiiemselves on a new throne of terror? Thus the peace 
which is in the present instance proposed, as the means of 
safely, wiU ultimately only operate to ensure the work of de> 
■traction. 
. . This bring my feeling, my objection to asking for peace is. 
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thai peace, under the present circnmEtancea, b tu»t detirable^ 
aniess 70U can shew that the presgpre is greater than, as I shall 
prove ta you Trdm a comparative view of the sitnaiion and re- 
Bonrces of the two Countries, Uf», 

But this is bat a small part of my olijections ttt the meaiarv. 
My next objection is, that my honounble friertil has not told 
ns what sort of peace tre are to hsTe: unless, therefore^ they 
state this, 1 sly, that they would reduce us to a gratuitous loss 
ofhononr, and an unnecessary desplir. On tlie kind of peace 
we might obtain, I will askmy honoorable frieOd^ whether he 
vill say that we ought' to leave the Austrian Netherlands in 
^ possession of the French P — Ho will not say so. 

I have beard it stated in passing, that the ground - of war luu 
been done away by the Dutch negotiaKon for peace. However 
paradoxfcal It may appear, 1 assert that the safety of Holland, 
even if she do make peace, depends on our being at war ; for 
If both countries were at peace, then France would be left with- 
out restraint. Who that looks to the proceeding of the Con. 
TenfloD, does not see that it is their policy, on every occasion, 
to keep up tbdr arrogant and menacing system, and to hold a 
high tone of superiority with respect to all other nations i By 
thfse means they have contrived to dierisb that spirit of enthu- 
siasm among the people, which has enabled thun to ranke such 
extraordinary exertions, and on which they depend for the 
continnaoce of their power. But who, I would ask, will say 
that Prance will make peace on terms, I will not make use of 
the word moderation, but of concession, «beu you make peace 
from a confession of her superiority ? And this naturally leads 
me to an assertion made use of by me during the last session, 
(an assertion not accurately Eluded to by an honourable baro. 
bet"), relative to the decree of the national convention of the 
13th of April, which states, that the preliminary of peace must 
be a recognitiou of the unity and indimibility of the lepnblie, 
on the terms of equally : — a decree vrblch has nuther been re. 

• sir EUchard Hill, 
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pealed nor mpdiGed, aad vhich, If yon make peace durin 
existence, would sign the dissolution of your parliunents 
of your present system ofciril society. 

AgaJDf I say, tliat if this vrete only an ordinary war, ai 
after two years you bad guned the West-India blands a 
indemnification, and had been conrinced of the strengti 
jpMT own, resources, and that the means of the enemy were 
caying, would you consent to make concessions in order to 
t^n peace? You received the West-India colonies into your 
protection ; will you then give fhem back to a system, nnder 
which they can have no protection ! I say- we cannot do this 
without bdng coniinced that the further continuance of the war 
could only produce misfortune, misery, and ruin. Will yon 
add something more terrific to the coloniea than all the horrors 
of that miserable trade which has peopled those miserable ao> 
lonies 1 

Before too yon made such a surrender, there b another 
question to be considered: no less Aaa whether you would 
aHbrd to the French an unresisted opportunity of working upon 
the unfortunate system that now prei^ls in that country, and 
introducing their government of anarchy, the horrors of which 
are eren more dreadful thau those of slavery. To those who 
have in common deplored the mberies of the unfortunate ne- 
groes, it must appeu astonishing, that any propoution likely 
to be attended with such consequracei, could erer enter in* 
to the mind of my honourable friend*. Besides, it is impos. 
siblc ta ascertun what a wide-spread circle of calamity the 
adoption of this proposition may produce. If once the princi- 
ples of jacobinism should obtdn a footing in tfae-French West- 
India - islands, could we hope (hat our own would be safe from 
the coDtftgion ? If it has been fonnd scarcely possible to shat 
out the infection of these principles from the w«ll-tempered, 
and variously blended orders of society which subsist in this 
Country, where a principle of subordination rnus through All the 

» Mr. Wabofbrccv 
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raoks of society, aad all are united by a reciproeity of con- 
nexion aad interest, what may be expected to be thdr e&cts 
operating npon the deplorable system perrading in that qaarter ? 
It woold be giving op your own colooiea speedily to be deroted 
to all tbe horrora o^anarchy and derastation. 

Such would' j>e the ilafut quo. That the ttattu quo would 
probably not be accepted, I have before argued. Will tiie 
country, therefore, consign itself, iT not to the language, at 
kast to the posture, of supplication ? 

With respect to our situation, I bave not heard it so fully 
Statsd as it is m/ iotention to do. Of the last campaign I shall 
not be suspected of a wish to couceat the disasters, to deny 
tile defeats, or to disallow the bad effects of the wounds in- 
flicted on the two great military powers of Europe. Bat cao 
I forget what the energies and perseTcrance of Britons have 
effected in former wars? Or that constancy from a point of 
hononr in greater difficulties has at length produced the object 
at which it aimed? 

Will any man say, that (he bare event of military disasters, 
and territories taken, is a fair way of weighing the resources of 
the belligerent powers ? No, not in any wars, and least of all 
in this,, as far as it relates to this country. All wars depend 
now en the finances of the nations engaged in them. This ob- 
servation particularly applies to the present war. The balance 
of territorial acquisitions and pecuniary resources is in our fa* 
Tour; and I am not afraid to assert, that, puttbg together what 
has been lost m territory and what has been spent in money, 
y«t with a view to resources, what has been lost by France 
u more in point of permanent value and present means than 
the lasses of all the allies composed together. 

What, let me ask, are the resources of France ? They 
etist by means as. extraordinary as the events they have 
brought about — their pecuniary expenses are beyond any thing 
ever known — and, supported by requisition of person, life, 
and property, they depend entirely upon terror— every thing 
that weakens that system, weakens their meanSj and as the 
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adoption of moderation ^aps ^t on one side, ao the perscTe. 
ranee in attack cannot but pall it down on the other — taka 
every part of it, one by one, view thdr expenditure, and then 
seCj whether terror is not the instrument by nhich they bate 
raised thdr extraordinary supplies, aud obtained all their un. 
etampled successes. 

Let us enter into a view of the actual espeaditu re of 
France. This eipenditure, since the reTolution, has amonnt. 
ed to the enormous sum of-four hnudi-ed and eighty millions^ 
■pent since the commencement .of the war. Three handred 
I and twenty millions ha*e been the price of the efforts that hare 
enabled them to wrest from the allies those territories, which 
are now in their possession. What your expenses haro been 
during the same period, I need not state. I ask. now, whether it 
is-likely that France will see jou exhausted first! I think nott 
But it may be said, that what the French hare spent, proves 
what they can. spend. To this I reply, have they been enabled 
to bear, this ecpenditure, by the increase of thdr revenue, or 
by any of the ordinary means of France? No: but by tb* 
creation of an unlimited paper credit. I desire gentlemen to 
look at all the debates of the national convention, and th^ 
will find that all the deputies agree in this point— that tfiey can. 
not increase the emission of the paper-money without roia, 
and that the miseries ari:iing from this system, aggravate all t^ 
calamities of the country. Many persons at first imagined that 
assignals must ^tc stopped early in 1793. The fact undoubt- 
edly was, that, pn:v!ously to that period, it was thought the 
emission was greater than France could bear, and that no fur. 
ther creation could take place without producing a depredation 
on the value of assignats, and an immoderate increase in the 
price of provisions. The whole circulating medium of Francs 
at the highest, was 90,000,000 sterling. In August 1793, as. 
signals existed lo the amoant of 140 millions; commerce 
was then declinbg ; agriculture was discouraged ; population 
chucked ; a forced loan of 40 millions was adopted on the 
idea, that to the amount of 130 millions they ciTuld not mun- 
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£ain assignats in circulation ; ta early as May or June, asslg. 
natshwl lost nearly half their ralue. A louis in specie spon 
afterwards prodnced 141 liTres ; then it was that tlic system of 
terror commenced, and that a system of credit was begun^ 
which had its foundation in fear. 

It may be asked, could any man hare imagineil that such a 
plan would hare been resorted to? That it was resorted to — 
that it succeeded, has been pfnved. Let us loolc to the prin. 
ciples of it. There was a law which com|>cIled ejery man to 
take at par, that which was worth only one sixth of the sum 
for which it was taken: a law for the niaximtim of the price of 
all commodities : a law by which no person was permitted to 
renounce his occupation, under the penalty of twenty years 
imprisonment. Bnt you will tell me, that this protes how 
unlimited the powers and resources of'the French are. . My re- 
ply is, that such a system could neither be undertaken nor sac. 
ceed but by means which could not last. I will not detain yon 
bydetui, but merely mention the other means of- terror: the ' 
constant activity of the guillotine ; the ferocious despotism uf 
tbe depnties on missions. ' In addition t4 all the other, engines 
of torture, Cambon, the month of the conrenttoo in matters 
of finance, tells us, that, in every district, there were rcrolu- 
tionary coinmittees to watch the execution of the decrees of 
tbe contention, and to enable the conrention to sdze the spoil 
of the people ; the pay of these committees amounted annu- 
ally to 26 millions sterling. I say this standing army of rero- 
iutionnry committees is a mean adequate to produce so mighty 
an end, ' . 

Let us add now a new creftlton of. assignats of 1 30 millions, 
vhich increased the total to 260 millions. Will any man say 
that though the system of terror is done anay, l!hc eflects can 
r«mun ? When the system of terror was at an end, the moxt. 
mum ceased to be observed ; assignats were then converted into 
money, anti hence the discount became enormous. The fall of 
Roberspierre took place in July; throe months afterwards, the 
discount was SlUlis per cent, or 75 on the 100. I hare even the 
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author!^ of Tallien for saying tbat the Freocli cannot maintain 
their atsignats, without' contracting their expenses and diminbh. 
ing their forces. And it should be recollected this has be«a 
their only resoarce. Is it then too much to say, thdr resources 
are neady at an end ? It is this nnlimited poner which the 
French convention hare assumed to purchase or to seize all pro- 
perty, as suited their purposes, that accounts fur the stupend- 
ous scale of operations which they have been able to pursue. 
This circun^tauce completely solves the phenomenon, which 
otherwise would appear so inexplicable, and is adequate to all- 
those miraculous effects which have attended the progress of the 
French rerolutiou, and vhich seemed to baffle all reasoning, as 
much as they hare exceeded all human expectation. In all these 
circumstances we hare sufficient inducements to carry on the 
war, if not with the certainty of faith, yet at least with the 
confidence of expectation ; — a war, the immediate termination 
of which mast be attended .with certain ctII, and the prosecu- 
tion of which, under the present circumstances, is at least not 
without great probable hope. 

If we look to the situation of France, they are now attempt, 
ing tQ hare recourse to a milder and more moderate system, — a 
system which will only deprive theiD of those prodigions ener. 
gies, which they have hitherto exerted with such astonishing ef- 
fect ; but they no longer indeed possess the same means, and 
cannot therefore be expected to display the same exertions. Will 
it be possible for them all at once to restore the farmer to the 
occupations of agriculture, and the merchant. to the pursuits of 
commerce, and to replace, in an instant, the deraslations of 
war and plunder, by the arts of peace, ami the exertions of 
Industry ? It will require years of tranquillity to restore them 
to the enjoyment of those ordinary resources, which they posa 
sessed previous to the commencement of the present destructive 
war — resources which they can no longer employ. For even 
could it be «upposed that Robcrspierre were raised from the 
dead, they would no longer be qualified to display the same 
ener^es which, under his administratioD, were called forth by 
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the inflnevc of ft system of terror ; the m«aDS by vbiclt Ihew 
exertions have been supplied are now exhausted. Where can 
they possibly resort for fresh supplies ? Can it be lapposed^ 
that when the forced loan failed at the time it was attempted, it 
can again be tried and succeed in a time much more unfaTOura- 
ble tb it^ when the Sjstenl of terror is almost dissolTed ? 

The question then is — ^have we, under the present circuro. - 
stances, the prospect of being able to bring as great a force into 
tbe field, as will require from the French the same d^ree of 
exertion which has been necessary in the former campugns i 
Even let it be supposed that Holland should fall, and that cir< 
cumsfauces should be such that we can no longer look for as« 
sistance from the court of Berlin, yet 1 see no reason to bdiere 
that, ia the next campaign, we cannot increase the British 
f(H-ces on the continent to aa amount tiiat shall nearly supply 
the deficiency of Prussian troops, and act with more effect. 
Other powers looh. with attention and anxiety on this night's 
debate. If you afford to those powere the means of making 
ki^ exertions, yon will oblige France to make efforts to which 
she is now unequal. If you act with spirit, I see no reason 
why the powers of Italy and Spain may not make a diTersion, 
and thereby accoinplish the important purpose I have before 
stated — a purpose, in the accomplishment of which, the happU 
DOS, almost the existence, of Europe entirely rests ? 

The amendment was rejecied j 

Ayes ; 73 

and the original addrcsi was then agreed to. 



Janmry 26, 1795. 

On a motion by Mr. Grejr, x That it is the opiiikia of this Houie, that the 
oistence of the present govemmeDt or France ought not to be conudcred a* 
predudiog, at this time, a oegociatioa for peace,"-'- 

Mr. Pitt expressed himself extremely desirous of taking the 
eirliest opportunity to deliver his Eentiments on the present im> 
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portant question. Before, howerer, he stated Qtt gronndl of 
his objection to the resolution mored by the honourable gentle^ 
man> and before be proposed the amondmont, which he meant 
to submit ta the house, he was anxioni that they might be fully 
in possessiodi, both of the repeated declarations' of his Majesty, 
and the sentiments that had been expressed by parliament^ on for, 
mer occasions. For this purpose, he desired t)ie clerk to read a 
passage from his Majesty's spee^jh on the ^Ist of January, 1794, 
and the answer of the house ; and likewise part of the deolaro. 
tion of the 29th of October, 1793 ; and the declaration of tfao 
20th of November, 1793, at Toulon. [Tbey were accordingljF 
lead.] 

He would take the liberty, in die course of what he had to 
offer to the house, to contend, that there was Qothing at present 
in the situation of the country, or of Europe, whicb ought toi 
induce the house to depart fram the sentiments recor<led in thos« 
declarations; from the sentiments expressed from the throne; 
and from those sentiments which had receired the approbatioa 
of parliament. . lie would contend that the motion that had 
been made was directly inconsistent with thqse principles, and 
he would farther contend, that, whatever tiifire was iij tbe pre. 
sent situation pf the couutry, it called on the house, instead of 
acceding to the honourable gentleman's motion, to shew to our 
enemies and to the world, tl^at we d^d not shrink front thosQ 
sober and rational principles which we had uniformly main., 
t^ned. With that view, he thought it right in the outset to 
mention the precise nature and terms of the amendment he meant ' 
to propose, which was as foUowa ; 

" That, under the present circumstances, this hausp feels itself 
called upon to declare its determination firmly and steadily to, 
support his Majesty in the vigorous prosecution of the present 
just and necessary war, as affording, at this time, the only res* 
sonable expectation of permanent security and peace to this 
country ; and'Hhat, for the attainment of these objects, this 
house relies, with equal coniidcnce, on hb Majesty's intention 
to eniploy vigorously the force and resources of the country, in 
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npport of its essential lateral ; and on the deaire naVonn\f 
manifiested by his Majesty, to effect a pacification va just and 
hononrabte grounds with any gorernment in France, nnder what- 
ever fonn, which ahall appear capable of maintaining the accns. 
tomcd relations of peace and amity witii other countries." 

He begged to refer the bouse to the authentic declarations of 
parliament and of the crown on this sabject, from which it 
clearly appeared, that Iris Majesty from the throne had avowed 
seBtiments which they themselves had also stated in speeches ia 
that honse, and which he believed, to a greater or less extent, 
had been adapted by every man in that house and in the country, 
namely,- that it would be a desirable issue of the present state of 
things, to see the re-establishment of some government in the 
form of a monarchy in France. Kb Majesty had declared bis' 
desire to co.operate with those who were willing to effect that 
re-establish meat. That nothing was more justifiable) and, nnder 
the present drcnrostances, would be more political, than to di- 
rect the efforts of this country to avail itself of any opening in 
that conntry, if any there was, to facilitate the rc.cstablishment 
of some monarchical government, wds plain, obvions, and ex- 
plicit : on the other hand, it was equally clear, that bit Majes- 
ty's sentimmts and the language of parliament were not to be 
tried by doubtfol constructions or plausible misrepresentations, 
but by the most solemn written documents. 

In fact, the restoration of monarchy, upon the old principles, 
had never been stated by his Majesty, by goTernment, or by 
parliament, as a sine qui nm, as preparatory to peace. Not only 
so, but it had never been sUted, that any one specific and par- 
ticular fann of government was deemed on our part necessary, 
before we could jiegociatc for peace. It had been stated, that i 
his Majesty had no desire to interfere in the internal a&irs of 
France ; and as long as that country had abstained from inter-' 
fering with the government of other nations, till a direct and 
absolute aggression had been made on this country, and till hos- 
tilities had been actually commenced, his Majesty adhered strictly 
to th^ declaration, and ^taiped from any such interference. 
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When tbat iuieifereiioe took place, which was agreeable to ererjr 
experience and practice of the world, and justifiably on erery 
' plain principle of the law of nations, his Majestj' still restrained 
himself to that degree of interference which wag necessary for 
his own security and that of Europe. When his Majesty felt 
himself under the necessity of looking at the goremment of 
France, he looked at it certuoly not without a wish which must 
naturally arise in e*ery generous heart, that it might be adapted 
for the prosperity and happiness of those who were to lire under 
it. Bat with a view to n^ociation and to peace, his Majesty, 
did not look at it with that Tiew, or fur that purpose. He conld 
only look at it for English views and for Englbh purpose*, to 
■ee whether it hdd out the solid grounds of treating, with any 
degree of reasonable security, for the performance of engage- 
ments that usually subsisted, and was to be found in the ezisliog 
system of the different powers of Europe, without being liable to 
that new and nneiampled order of things, that state of anarchy 
and confusion, which had for years existed in France. That, 
haring been the true measure and extent of the declarations made 
by his Majesty and by parliament, he conceived that ap man in 
that bouse, on looking back to them, would wish he had not 
made those declarations ; that no man would feel they were not 
made on juEt principles, or that they did not arise from a fair 
Tiew of the circumstances and necessity of the case. He had 
cndearoured to state his amendment almost in the very form of 
his Majesty's declarations. The hononrabte gentlemen on the 
other side of the house weri; of opinion, that in no case the form 
of gOTemment in another country ought to be considered as bar- 
ing any influence wi the security of a treaty, but that we ought 
only to look to the terms and conditions of the treaty, without 
regarding the power, die authority, the character, the nature, 
and circumstances, of the goremment IhiU made it, or the slate 
of that government. To that doctrine, however, he could nerer 
assent. He must contend, that every nation at war with another, 
ought. not to treat Cor peace with the government that could not 
give security. He was not.ready therefore, to treat with the 
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present gavenunent of France ; nor with any goTemmcnt, under 
any drcumstances, or at an; time, bat sock as shonld appear 
^ capable of maintuning the accoBtomed forms of peace and amitj 
vitli other natioiu, 

- That the situation of France, since the commencement of the 
present war, had been snch, that there did not exist in that conn. 
ttj a gOTcmmont capable of malnt^ning with other natioDi the 
accustomed relations he had stated ; — that it was in a situation 
in which no securit}' that could be given to a peace, made it pre- 
ferable to the continuing of a dillieult and hazardous war, was a 
proposition which he was perfectly prepared to muotain. It waa 
a proposition that had been maintained again and again in that 
house, aad by some of the gentlemen who now seemed to think, 
that treaty ought to be attempted. He concdved, aa it appeared 
on the face of the argument of tiiat day, that the honourable 
mover and others could not eipect any considerable part of fha 
house to agree with them, dther in their principles or their con- 
clusions, Ttiey set out with observing, that the war was not a 
war originating in aggression on the part of France, and that we 
had not that proof of the hostile intentions of France towards 
this country, which would demonstrate that the war was just and 
necessary in its origin. It had, as hehad just observed that day, 
been denied that the war commenced by aggression on the part 
of France :- but that in fact it had originated with this country.. 
To such an assertion n«ther he, nor those who had acted with 
him, could accede,, without sacrificing every principle upon 
which, they had hitherto called for and received the zealous 
and uniform support of the country. But that was not all. The 
honourable mover, and tlwse who supported him, must contend, 
that throughout the whole of the French revolution, from, the 
very commencement of it, during the reigus of the two tyrants, . 
Brissot and Robcrspierre, as well as under the present system of 
moderatism, there was no one period in what was falsely termed 
the republican government, even in the most bloody part of the 
reign of Robcrspierre, when there was no one pause of anarchy 
and confusion, even when that goveiment was supported by tcr- 
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nir, and declared to be supported by entbusiajm, at themonicat 
-nhen Hie system of terror was working its own destroctioD — 
tliere was no one period in ^bich the goTernment of France did 
not possess sufficient stability or aathority fowijded on a pernia. 
nent basis, in'irliicli it did not,possess a sufficient connnuaity of 
interest nitb the people, a snflicieat interest in the hearts of the 
people, a sufficient guard for it* own engagements, sufficient 
power, sufficient moderation of sentiment, to afiord this country 
a rational prospect of security. 

From the beginniog of the war to that moment, supposing' 
the terms of peace could be settled^ we were not, according to. 
the hoDonrable mover, and those who agreed with him, to con- 
sider our security as affected by the internal sitnation of France. 
The house had not said so: the house had said directly the 
rererse; and 'ho hoped the house would say the same thing 
agun. Erery man in the house and in the conntry must be 
,ntbfied that, in the termiDation of erery war, Siere were two 
objects, reparation and security ; but the great object was secu- 
rity. Reparation was only an auxiliary, only a suboidinate 
object. Would any man tell him that a nation like France, p«t 
into a situation perfectly new, into a situation directly the re- 
verse of all the existing goTemments on earth, destrc^ing the 
foundations and the bonds of all pblitical society, breaking 
down the distinction of all ranks, and subTWting the security of 
property ; a government pretending to put a whole nation into 
a situation of pretended cquility, an equality contrary to the 
physical .equality of men — would any man tell him, (hat we 
ought to malLc peace with a goTcrnment constructed upon such 
principles, which had attempted, by every means in its power, 
to molest iu nraghbonrs, to impoverish and distress itself; to 
propagate its pernicious principles; to make converts ; and to 
hold out the means of seducing other mitibns ; and that had 
followed that up by open and direct acts of aggr^slon, by a 
positive violation of treaties ; and, lastly, by an open declara. 
tion of war ? This country scrupujonsly and religiously ob- 
served a ueutrality, while it coutd hope, or. have a reasonable 
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prospect, tliat flie mischiefs of the Fieach reTOIntion woatd ba 
confined within their own territories. We remaned pasiive 
ipectaton of the conduct of France, nntil the yery moment 
that we, against onr will, were forced iuto the contest. And 
woald any man say that jt was rational, under aqy circiim« 
stances, to attempt to negociate a peace without taking into con- 
sideration the' idea of Mcnrity, the'att»nment of which, aa 
already o)i3er*ed, was the great and primary object of eirery 
war ? The whole qae^tion was narrowetl to a single and a plain 
point ; war being at all times one of the greatest of human erils, 
and nerer to be tolerated on any other grounds than that the 
erils of war were less painful, npon the whole, tlian the danger! 
atten^iog an insecnre and dishonourable {>eace. The whois 
question, from time to Ume, since the connnencenient of hostili. 
tin, resotred itself into a comparison of these tvffi erils. They 
mnst not impiously imagine they could ^plore the secrets of 
Proridence, and define the precise point to which the fortune of 
war might compel them ; that would be to arrogate more than 
belongs to human wisdom, and, like other presumptions, must 
terminate in error and disappointment. They must proceed on 
general principles, which he could f^rly describe. For the ap. 
plication arising from the circumstances, he must refer to the 
wisdom of pariiament. The general principle he had stated was, 
that they ought not to regard the particular form of the govem- 
menl, but to look to the whole, to all the circumstances, 
whether it was or was not a gOTemmeiit that could gire them a 
reasonable degree of security. 

The immediate qnestioa between the honourable morer and 
him was, whether the present circumstances of- the interaal. 
state and gOTemment of France did' or did not afford a pro. 
spect of sufficient security for a peace, so as to make it wise on 
the part of this country to negociate it ? That was a questtoli 
of infinite importance. It was, whether, the gorernment of 
France was such, at that moment, as to hold out that d^ree"* 
' of reason^le security from any treaty of peace which might 
be concluded, as to make it, under all the present drcnsi> 
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ttanon, prcfenble to the rigoroiis progecDtion of tlie war ? 
Wbat did they natnrBlly look to in the alate of any coimtrj'^ 
but to the manner in which thejr perfonned their engage. 
Bwnts ! They looked to their stability — to their apparent 
iintbority — and to the reliance they coald place in their pacific 
dispositionR. He would not dwell on these drramstancea. 
Let them recollect what had been generated noder that system^ 
ind those prindples that were now preralent ta France. 
They had seen than producing vid exhibiting, hitherto, not 
a government, bnt a sncceasioa and series of rerolntions, for 
that was the proper sitnatioa in which.France had stood sinco 
the commencement of the present war. The terror of. this 
rcTOlution had been snspended a litde more than six n)(»ntii5. 
They had seen the re^ and foil of Brissot; they had seen 
the reign and«fall of Roberspierre; ^md they now saw- the 
preralence of a system that Was called moderatism. They 
had to recollect that gentlemen on the other side of the homo 
held out to them the same sort of arguments . for entering 
into a treaty with France, iJmost on the extinction of these 
two tyrants. Arguments were. thai produced of the stability 
of the government ; .and they now saw what was the ground 
of security, and bow mnch they ogght to depmd on sach ar- 
guments. But be did not wish to rest the question solely on 
tile ground of so many snccessive changes, bnt ivhether the 
manner in whidi they had cried up the aoTcrognty of iha 
people, whether the manner in which the pride and passions 
■of the populace had been erected into the criterion and rule 
of government, afforded any rational ground of security to 
any peace that could possibly be made. If that was not so^ 
what were the particular grounds of permanence now existing 
in France, that ought to give ns dependence on its stabtlitjr 
more than formerly, in the time of Brissot and Robersiuerre ? 
The ntere question of moderatism would not be sufficient for 
'that purpose. Though tbare was some relaxation of (be se. 
verity Btid terror of former times, tha:t would not be loffi- 
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ciraL It WBS « moderation irhich aroie only from conpariton. 
The system of reralutionary tribnnsls wu not raried. That 
great leading article, on wliich the liappineti of the people lo 
materially depended, was not essentially raried, whatever it 
might be in mode or degree. He said he Woald not tire the 
banse on that subject, but examine what were the leading 
poinb to which (hey onght 'to tnm th«r attention. Some of 
them had been enumerated by a noble friend of his *, at the 
bfginiiing of last Mssion, with a force of language and of ar- 
gument which had made too strong an ImpreasEon upon die 
minds of those who heard him io be readily forgotten. He 
had then most clearly shewed the influence of public opinion, 
u unfavonrable to the permanence of the goremment, and 
pafing the way for its^esctmction. He said he mentioned thli 
' for the purpose of shewing, that when tlie power of Rabers> 
pierre was at its height, it was understood, by the other side 
of tke house, as a powerful argument of the great stability of 
the gOTemment. That tyrant possessed the greatest degree ot 
power and terror that erer existed ; whereas the present 
rulers of France, brang disarmed of that force, had only the 
chance of being supported by the opinion of the people^ 
Look at the manner in which the rerenue was at present coU 
iected in France. Did the present gorenimatt recommend itself 
by the greater moderation of the means it used ? Within a 
little more than a year and a half, the confiscations that took 
place in that devoted country, and which were the resources-trf 
the present govemment, exceeded tiikee BUNDaEo HiLMom 
STERLiiro ! That was the amount of the confiscations from 
Uay 17()3, to the month of May last. And these con&ca- 
tions were founded on what i — Upon that which would be 
loolted upon by a British house of commons, and by thtt 
country in general, with horror. That immense sum did not 
arise from seizing the fortntiea of exiled nobles and emigrants, 
but from confiscatioas made long after. They had seized at 

• Lord Motninpon. 
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forfeitDres the property of all persoiu who remuDed'iD the 
-countiy, but who were possessed of landed estates, Bad had 
■bew,n the smallest dislike to the reTolution. Ua*iDg eiiled 
the whole Debility aud great landed proprieton in tfie course 
of a year and a half, they had, after that, collected that great 
■iim. Whether the charge of goi't, upon which that confisca* 
tlon had been grounded, had beea_ falsely or truly applied, it 
equally made for his argumeat. In one view, it furnished the 
strongest proof of oppression in consequence of the system of 
terror,* and if it was considered in another riew, it was ao in- 
contestible proof of the division of the seutiments of the peo- 
pie of France, which contradicted the obserrations of Iha 
lionoarable mover, who talked in such strong terms of that , 
Kuited people, althou^ three hundred millions sterling were 
wrested from those persons who did not admire the. principles of 
the revolution. Taken in the other view, it might be consider- 
ed as the fraits of the bloody massacres that took place under 
the doroinioo of Roberspierre. It would appear 4hen, what , 
weight was due to the assertion, that ail the French were nni- ^ 
ted in oo^cause, when the great resources by which thc^ had 
been able to carry on the war, had been derived almost entirely 
Yrom the fund of confiscation and proscription,, and had been 
the fruits and harvest of the bloody massacres which had 
marked the different periodH of their revolution, and consisted 
of that system, on their professed detestation' of which ihey 
built their power, and by the destruction of which alone, they 
attempted to support it, and acquire the confidence, affection, 
and good-will of the country. If these bad hitherto formed 
its principal resources, in renouncing the system of Roberspierre, 
the present governm^t had crippled ,th^T power of action, and 
deprived themselves of the means of exertion. 

Mr. Pitt next called ttie attention of the house to the 
■tale of the agriculture and commerce of France. He s^ 
be wished to describe the preset state of the agriculture and , 
commerce of that country, not from any reports which the 
bonoumble mover might suppose had come to his hands front , 
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tt«e who were friendly to him : his reporter* were certainly 
aotpenoiu immedlatety depeodftnt on him, or those who had 
mj good. Will towards him. They were the members of the 
national convention of Fruice, who made reports to that ai> 
semUy from the Beveral committees. According to those re> 
[torts, tiieir agricDltare was extrnguished ; their commerce, annU 
aiated. That was the Situation in which France stood. Tfaej- 
hfld declared they vere willing to re-animate commerce; but 
dte present actual sitoation of the conntiy was snch as he had 
described. See whether, in fact, they had afforded any relitf 
to commerce^ and to the agricnltnre of the country, and whe* 
Iher diey had any jnst title to the loTe and affection of tha 
bulk of the people. 

He next adverted to the state of justice in the country. 
AH sanguinary cruelties had been committed through the me^ 
dinm of rerolutionary tribunals: and though they were leia 
crael under the present goremment, they Were only so by 
comparison with the former system, properly denominated the 
system of terror. 

He dedrcd the house to look at the state of ^i^on in 
France, and asked them if- (hey would willingly treat with a 
nation of athdsts. He did not wish to consider them In that 
point of riew. God forbid, that we shoold look on the body 
of the people of France as atheists, whatever might be the 
case with some indtTidualst It was not possible that a whole 
nation, In so short a time, should hare renounced the religiob 
of thdr fathers, forgotten all the principles in which they had 
been educated, extinguished the feelings of natare^ and sulh 
dtied the workings of consdence. To the larger proportion of 
the- mass, there could not be a heavier burden than to be 
deprived of tha exercise of that religion, and to be deprived 
of it. in a coantry that called itself a land Of liberty, and 
vhich set out on the prindplci of toleration, in a country 
whid supposed itself to enjoy more than human liberty ; and 
yet, nnder the present moderate government, ho t)dieved a 
{^position had. been made, to stdemn^ the ChristUa reli- 
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glon; wlieii the convention paxed to the order of the day, 
proposing forthwith to establish a. plan of decadal pagan festi- 
vals, and accompanied by a declaration, that all the priests 
should be detained in prison till that new religion was otab- 
lished. Althongh the present coOTentioa of France profm 
to have renounced the crimes and cmeltiefl of their prcdecei- 
lors, yat, since they had been in a state, of pore .innocence, 
had there been more apparent nnanimity among those in 
trhom the present gOTernmcnt subsisted ! On the contrary, 
(here nerer had been stronger instances of opposition^ distrac 
tion and confusion. They were contiwially recriminating 
«n each other the gnilt of those Tery cruelties be haS been 
stating. Did he' say then that the present system of goTera- 
ment in France must necessarily fall ? He said no such thing. 
Did he th^ say that the present rulers of France might not ex. . 
tricate tbemselTes in some degree from that abuse, and follow 
R more just and prudent line; and that they might not gnu 
dually draw a veil oyer former sererijies, by which, if they 
Could not gain the good opinion and confidence of others, 
the|y might at least obtun their acquiescence? They certainly 
Vlght HU that time arrited? Undoubtedly It had not. 
But if svcfa a change should take place, and snch an order <^ 
things should arrive, throngh whaterer road, and by whatever 
means, if they gave to th*^ govemmettt that stability and 
that aathority which might afTord gronnds, not of certamty, 
liot of moral probability (by which human afiairi most be con* 
ducted) that we might treat for peace with security, then wouhl 
be the proper tine to negociate ; but we ought in prudence to 
■WsSi the return of such circumstaaces as wonld afford us a pro- 
babiUty of treating with snccesi. So mwch on that part of 
the subject. 

Supposing, however, that he did not looh. to the chance of 
a change, the next thing was, what Msuiahce had we of tb« 
fiaeiQc dispo^Uon of the present natiODo! convention of 
France toward tins couBtry? We had reasons, founded oB 
probability, to infer ihatthey mtertidiwd a spirit of^hMtilit/ 
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to all regnlar gOTemments, and mott of all to tbe govern* 
ment of Great BBtaia. If ther had any reaion tu beliere 
that tbe conTention of France were diiposed to peace, mint 
he not infer that they «cre dbposed to it, because they than^t 
it would most probably tend to thair adrantage, and to oar 
min? Till there v^ ntiifactory eridence that their spirit of 
hostility to other nations was destroyed, he saw probable 
ground, in the very nature of their system, that they matt 
p^vevere in that hostility, (Sli they ceased to act upon it. 
They looked upon their own goremmcnt as the only lawful 
goT^nment in the world, and regarded the gotemmenta of 
^1 odier nations as usurpation. Such was the gpiund on 
which they had nndertaten the war. Did France malce any 
profeBsions of peace, or Ad she shew any dispositions for peace, ■ 
bat as she felt hersplf wearied of tbe war, and as she found 
herself in* ol red in difCculties? The national conTcntion bad 
said plainly they desired a . partial peace, because so extenriTe 
a war they found themselres unequal to prosecute. They had . 
professed they desired peace with some of the powers, in or- 
der t^ ruin more securely those agdnst whom they wished 
■till to carry on (be war; and he might add, afterwards to ruia 
ttose widi whom now they professed to be willing to treat 
for peace. They would make a distinction in making peace. 
Their moderation was reserved for Holland, their Tbdictive 
principles for Great Britun. Could such dispositions either 
gjre security to peace, or render it of long continuance. 

it had been stated, that the decree of tbe 19th of Norember 
had been repealed, and that therefore the French no longer 
aspired at interfering with tite internal governmeut of other 
countries. In April 1793, they hod enacted something on 
tiie subject of peace. They enacted that the pcnaltf of death 
should be inflicted on any person who should propose peace 
with any country, unless that ' country acknowledged the 
French republic, one and iadiTisible, founded on tiie princi- 
ples of liberty and equality. They were not merely satisfied 
with a partial acknowledgment de facto; tbej required an ac 
«2 
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koowledgalmt dejvre. He wuhed to knoir, If these principle! 
were once recognized u the legitimate fouodatton of goreni- 
jaeai, whether they would not be aniTersal in their applica- 
tion ? Could these priuciples be excluded from other nations i 
And if they could not, would they not amount to a confes- 
taotx ot the nsarpation and injastice of every odier gorem- 
ment? If they were to treat for peace with France, they 
knew one of tbe things that must be preparatory to it, and 
. that was, *bat they would acknowledge what they had hitherto' 
dmied. They must acknowledge those prindples which con- 
demned the usurpation of all the other goTemments, and de> 
nied the very power they were exercising. Such was the 
preliminary that must precede a proposal to treat; and what 
next would happen if iieace was obt^ed? — Leariag out all 
consideration of the terms of it, which might be expected to 
be high in proportion to their acquisition of territory. Did 
Ihey look at the situation in which they would lay open thi* 
country to all the emissaries of France? In proportion to 
the success of France, those prindples had grown more bol^ 
in this, and in erery other country. They had incresMd in 
activity and means of resistance. Were tbey to g{*e up thou 
safeguards which had been lately thrown round the constitu- 
tion ; a'nd were they to follow the advice of the other ude of 
the house by baving recourse to the universal loy^ty of tine 
peoi^e of England? IMd gentlemen think diat we ran no risk 
of serious internal dangers by reviving and Tektndling the 
embers of tiiat faction in this country, which tbe other Hd^ ■ 
of the hous* had supposed were now totally extinguished! 
Peace obtained under such drcumstauces, contd not be slated 
with confidence as to its permanence, and therefore, If it 
were to be obtained, wo must remain in a state of vi^lant 
jealousy and never-ceasing suspicion. In that state, what sort 
' of peace could we enjoy ? — Could such a state possibly h* 
pr^erabte to war ? — Would they not then give up those ad- 
Tontages they enjoyed i Were the country to disarm, few, h* 
iQpposed, wonid b» inclined to approvs of that altetnativs ; 
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«n tbe other hand, they could not remftin armed wilboat ffT>: 
Big np, in a ceTtain d^ree, that pitch of force, to which they 
had bronght the exertioni of the country, and retaining ao' 
estabtishment burthensone to peace, and ineffectaai to war. 
It waa impoirible for any hnman being, in the piBKnt circum. 
Btaacei, to suppose a >tate of Bcttled peace ; it mnit be a 
state of watching each other, of inquietude, of distnut, merely 
aafaort ^nce, a state of partial inactirity and interrupted re. 
pose. In Buch a peace there could be no security ; it was ex- 
posed to so much hasaid, donbt, and danger, that no maa 
conld poMibly look to it, except the exhausted state of our re- 
sources was Bach as to exclode the possibility of farther exer- 
tion. The qneslion was not the option between peace and warj 
but the option of war under coniiderable difficulties, with great 
means and resources, or peace without secnrity. 

He sud he should be uhamed to go over the m.eans of our 
resources; but as that object had been tonched pnby thelio- 
Donrable gaitleman who had introduced the question, he most 
say a few words on the Satire situatioii of tbe two countries. 
The fonndation of the argument of the honourable morer was, 
diat tbe resources of France were of so extraordinary a na. 
tare, that they were snch as the other n^tiDns of Europe 
eouhi not bear, but France, liaTing borne tbem for so many 
years, conld do that which other oatione could npt do — and 
that diey were therefore bound to s^ppoBe that the resouroet 
ot Franoe were saperior to those of this country, which had 
expended so many millions without having had any effect on 
the rerenoe, commerce, and manufactDres of the country, 
without means, that were equal to the pressure sustained in 
Other wars where this country had carried them on success, 
fully. The honourable gentleman, who swept off miffiona 
from tbe expenditure of France, had added tbem with as rude 
a hand to the acconnt of this country ; hb had said, if we were 
to make peace at that moment, the expense would be eeroaty 
millions sterling, and the extra expense would be calculated 
Boderalely at fifty millions steriiog. How ntucb the bonqur. 
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able gentleman allowed far winding ap expenses lie linev 
not, but thej were ccrtidnly large. Without talcing in the 
CKpeoMs of the preient year of 220,000 men, including die 
regular army and militia, and the rote of 100,000 seamen, 
to ihk liest of hi§ recollection, — taking the expenses of the 
year 1793 and of 1764 Dp to the end of last December, the 
Eom was abonf tventy-fiTe millions sterling, and there w^s a- ~ 
Capita to be created, of somewhat m<>re than thirty millions. 
This- p<rint was not very closely connected with the question, 
but be had corrected the statement of tlie honourable gi^ntla* 
man, who wished to shew we were no longer able to cairyon 
the war, though he could not prore the least defalcation in 
tbererenne of the country, or a diminution of the public cre« 
dit. To what was that sum to be opposed on the part of France? 
To SfiO millions sterling, which that country had expraded 
dnring the last two ye^rs. Would any man say that France 
could afford to spend 360 millions sterling, of which the in« 
'habitants had been plundered, better than Great Britain? 
That immense sum had been collected in France by force 
and terror, and had been attended by effects admitted by 
tbemsclvea to produce the desolation of the interior of the 
(Country, the extinction of agriculturcj the ruin of their re> 
sources, the Enbversion. of all the means of profitable industry, 
and the anuBillation of erery branch of commerce, besides 
the collateral circumstance of the system of assignata, which 
he had mentioned <m a former day. He said, on a former 
day he had made the expenses of the French republic amount 
to 48U millions sterling, which the hwiourable gentleman who 
had made the motion said was exaggerated by ISO millions. 
But the honourable gentleman had began his calculations two 
ylears later than be, which was the reason of that difference. 
The ABsignats, which were formerly near par, were now about 
85 per cent, below It. That the house might not mistake him, 
they were not worth 8&/. per cent, but only 1 A/, percent. And 
therefore he repeated his former assertion, that there was a ra> 
fH and a progressire decay in the internal resources of Fiance. 
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It bad been stated, that he had year after year represented the 
reaonrces of Fran(» to be in a rapid state of decliae. The first 
year of the war cost Franco ifio millions, which produced a 
rapid and progressiTs decaj in the state-of their finances; and 
was there any thing ridiculous in snppoung those resources to 
be slill in a progressire state of decay, after (hey had expended, 
daringthelast caiDpaiga, another 160 millions sterling ? 

The honourable gentioman* who seconded the motion, In the 
[•ngest simile he had erer heard, observed, that the resources of 
America were .declining for three years together. But would 
any man lay that the features of that war bore any resemblancfl 
to those of the present, Which marked the calamities of France ? 
It had been otiiserTed, that tlie ^French were making great exer- 
(ions, and that dierefore it was unjust to say thdr resourceaw(»« 
at all decayed. But the qnration was, whether those great ex> 
ertions ought not to be conudered as a proof of the decay of th« 
resources of the country! Would any man tell him that th« 
internal state of the coantry would not be afiectcd by a conti- 
noed and extraordinary supply of die nerves and sinews of vrar i 
The honourable gentleman who made the. modon, had stated 
that the French had extended their conquests from Gibraltar 
to the Baltic. But no brilliant success, no acquisition of tcr. 
ritory, was sufficient to compensate this internal decay of re. 
•oorces. The wide difierencp, in point of resources, was as 
important to the fate of empires and the lot of kingdoras, at new 
conqnest; and the balance there was as much in our (^ronr, as 
the acquisition of territory was against other countries, and in ' 
farouraf France- 
There were many other points on which he wished to toach, 
but would not discuss them at length. One or two observations 
be conid not help stating. It Imd been asked, what force had 
.we to oppose to ihit of France? Ho answered, an increased 
force on the part ot this country. The convention had sud that 
A<ur /orces must be contracted: their efforts must therefore h? 
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ezbausted. Beside} (Ite exertions by sea and land wliidi bad 
been maHe by thb conntry , it would probably depend on the 
lesolution and firmness of that house, whether the emperor might 
not be enabled to bring such a military force into ttie fidd, aa 
would render an extent of exertion necessary on tlic part of 
France, of which they had declared themsclres incapable. It 
was s^, do you expect to conquer France ? do ynu i<xpect a 
connter-revolution ? When do you intend to march to Paris ? 
If SDCh was at one time our success in France, that the conrai- 
tion were put in imminent fear of the combined armieti pene- - 
f rating to Paris,'it was not very extraordinary that his honourable 
friend * at London should allow himself to entertain a degree 
of hope of the possibility of that erent. By a mode af arguing, 
not nnnsnal with gentlemen on the other side, whose pradidis 
- it irequeotly was, first to slate positions in order that they after- 
wards might combat them, ministers had been charged witii look- 
ing to the conquest of France. They had never held ont any 
sach object; they had only professed their hope <^ making sach 
an impression upon the interior of that country as might lead to 
a secure and stable peace; and of bring able, by (he assistance 
of those well-disposed persons who were enemies to the presoit 
■system, to establish a goTernment honourable to them and saft 
to ourselves. If a change had taken place in the gOTemment of 
France, which rendered it more expedient for us to treat in ih» ' 
present than at a former period, he would ask, if nothing had 
been gained ? We were new in a situation less remote from that 
in which we might be able to treat with securi^. It had been 
urged, that we ought to have let France alone. What was the 
consequence of neutrality but to produce aggression I But now 
that war had been two yeara carried on, the detestable system 
of th^r government had subsided into a state of less fiagnuit 
atrocity. It had been said that all Fruice, to a man, was united 
for a republic. What was meant by the phrase of a republic!! 
Was it merely a name at the top of a sheet of paper ? Was th^ 
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detire of » republic to be gathered from thdr nlnnlgsloii to As 
tyranny of Robespierre ? Was thdr nnanimlty to bo inferred 
from the nomeroDS pTpscriptions ^qd qasucrca of federallstf 
and royalists J 

Mr. Pitt proceeded to reoapitnlafe the geueral gronnda on 
vbicbhe had opposed the original reqplation, and the motiTei 
from which he bad been induced to bring fonrard the amend, 
ment, which he had read, and shonld conclude with moTiog. 
Peace! Peace wag not obstructed hy any form of govemmeat; 
but by a contideration of the internal circnmstaDceB of France. 
He remarked that there had been great miscpnitructjons and 
nus conceptions with respect to what he had stated on former 
occasions to be his sentiments, as to the re-establishment of 
monarchy, which he by no means wished to Im oontidered ai a 
a)it qud non to the attainment of peace, and therefore he had not 
contented himself with barely negottring the reaqlntion, bnt had 
been induced ■» Cie amendment to substitute (hat language 
which, in his Aind, it heoame Jiarliament tq hold, W iKSt adapted 
to the snbjeot. 

There was one other consideration to which he should 
■drett, namely, the remark that the attempt to treat, though 
not likely to be guc^^ssfn], would ^et be attended with ad- 
rantage, both in France and this country. In France it would 
■hew tltat we were disposed to treat. If it we^ wise to 
treat, this cutainly would be an adToolage, bnt such a conduct, 
instead of forwarding peace, would only be produptife of dan- 
ger, it would lead to a proposition of twms from France, elated 
by its rec^t acquisitions, which it would be impossible for thia 
coantry to, accept. And he trusted that his honourable friend*, 
who had, he conceived, gone too far in his piopositioos with 
respect to peace on a former occasion, would be conTiBCed, upon 
Ids own principles, that as the difGcuity increased, any pi^pod> 
tion to treat in the present moment wonld hare tlie tSttit to en^ 
eqnrage d(e eneisy, a^d to bary the rcmidM of opppsitiou i^ 
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France, tn this country it nooid have (he effect to sink the 
^irit (rf the people, and to tell them that it was right to look for 
peace, (hough it was impossible to look for security; it would 
ba to insinuate a doubt of their zeal, energy, and courage, and 
to add to the depression already produced by a successiou of 
nisfortsnes and a series of mUrepresentations. The honourable 
gentleman had said, that if hb proposition to treat should not in 
the erent be successful, he would then support the war. Upoa 
what ground could he support a war, which he had in the first 
iastance conceiTed and declared to be Hither necessary nor 
just? But till the period should arrire at which it would be 
possible- to treat, with a rational prospect of security, and a de. 
free of, at least, probable adrantage, he, and those who thought 
with him, must continoe to support a war, of the justice and 
necessity of which, they were finhly persuaded, and which they 
could not, in the present moment, abandon without a s 
of (heir opinion, thdr consistency, and their honour. 

The original motioii wat negatind; 

Npci 1G9 

and Mr. Pitt's amendincnc waa aitcrwanii adapted- 
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- Oh a tnotiGii bj Mr. WilberTorce, f* That it i> the opinion of tUs Hou^ 
that the pTocnt citrcunutancei of France oD^t not to preclude the pyiem- 
ment of this country from entertaining proposals for a geoeral pacification; 
and that it is for the blcrest of Great Britain to mahe peace with France, 
provided it can be effected on tiirtenns, and in an honouiahle matuwri" 

Mr. Pitt delivered h|t tcDtimects as Collowi: 

. I shall certainly endeaTOur, Sir, to oonGne what I hare to 
say to the real point lender consideration, and must stand ex^ 
cused if I do not follow the right honourable geDtleman* wh* 

■ • Mr. Tax. 
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■poke last, in many of the points to which he adrerted. I iin> 
pnte no blame ta ray hanoorable friend who has made this mo- 
tion, though I lament and deplore'that he has done so. He hal 
acted, no dotibt, from the fullest conviction that he was dis^ 
dmrging hia duty to his constitnents and to the public at large 
A great deal has been said this night about Holland being lost, 
witbotit taking into consideration till the circumstances that. 
belong to the case. It is not my basiness at present, but at any 
other time I shonid not be unwilling to discuss, whether it was 
Dot of immense adrantage to Europe in general, that Holland 
was not added to France without a struggle, and which, but for 
the interference of this country, would hare taken place two 
years ago. This onion, after a long struggle, unfortunate I 
admit in the issne, has been formed chieffy from that country 
indulging unfounded hopes of peace, in a treaty of alliance, 
which has ended in their having been inraded and conquered; 
ift their having submitted, being promised protection, and haT> 
ing been defrauded of four millions of money. Perhaps It 
nay be better for them in the end, but it is certainly betfer for 
the stale of the world, however unfortunate it may be for the 
inhabitants of ihit country, at the present moment, that th^ 
vrere united to France after a severe and unsuccessful strugglt, 
and when Holland la no great acquisition to France, instead 
of being added to her, as a great ucceseion, when she was in 
the zenith of her power. It has been argued this night, that 
this Gonntry entered npon the present jast and necessary war 
with a great and powerful confederacy in Europe; and I ad. 
■lit that this confederacy is narrowed and diminished. But I 
would ask, wkether, in discussing the question of peace and 
war, we have not famished tl(em with grounds to argue upon^ 
which it is impossible they could have ha4 without the exist. 
cace of that confederacy ? To look for negociation at the pre. 
sent moment is premature, though I look to it at no remote 
period. I have no objection, ^erc it connected widi this bnsi. 
nets, to follow my honourable friend, and the rlfht honourable 
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gentleman, to (lie West Indie*, to examine tlie efforts tbat ha*e 
been made hj this country, and compare them with those made 
in any former period; from which we should clearly see, whe- 
ther greater exertions had ever been made, and whether the dis> 
tresses in that quarter bad not beea aggravated by a great morta. 
lily, and other accidental causes. 

Bat I come to the question immediately before as, I b^ 
leave t^ consider what that question is, and I must say, that 
my honourable friend, in making his motion, suAcred himself 
to be decayed la the manner of stating it ; and this pervaded 
the whole of his argument. His statement was neither more 
nor less than this: Is a peace on f^r and honourable terms 
preferable to the continuance of the war? We should not 
liave b«en debating here so long, if this were the question; 
about, diii there can be no didlmocB of opinion. But the 
question igj whether a peace on fair and honourable terms, 
which b the end of all war, is more likdy to be attained by 
ncgocbljon at the pnMBt moment, than by a continuance of 
the war ! Are yo^ more likely to arrive at a better and more 
■eouro ptmce with a leasonable prospect or permanency on 
fair and honourable terms, by a continuance of the war with 
energy and vigour, till a more favourable opening presents 
i^elf, by taking lome step or other to encourage and invite 
negociation? That is the question which putraway at once 
9II the deplamatioos on the advantages of peace, which nobody 
in this conntry will deny ; — where the rapid effects of peace 
have healed wQunds, infioitely greater than any we have expe.. 
rienced since the commencement of^thc present war, in repairing 
losses fvmor^ afiecting die prosperity of the country than any 
we have susfained, and which were so vigorously expcrieoccd in 
the internal of q few years, as to make us almost forget th« 
calamities of former wars. 

Sir, tb^t bang the state of the question, I mean to suluBit 
to the house, that at the prestmt moment, perseverance in the 
fQntest is more wise and prudent, and more likely in tbe io<l 
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to effect A sate, lasting, and honourable peace, than any at> 
tempt at uegociation. My hononrablc friend does not cbuse to 
state that this conntry ought to take the first steps to peace, 
and hs claims great merit for his moderation in not going so 
far, but only, that ministers onght to receiTe overtures. I beg 
I«s*»to submit, whether this be not only taking the first step, 
but doing ,it ta the moKt exceptionable manner. To say it it . 
not an OKrture on onr part, if wc have received no Inttnuu 
tion ffhaterer from the goremment of Fnuice to treat, to 
■ay we shaU be glad to treat, is what no man living will con. 
tend. Where the overtne comes from the legblature of the 
country, it is attended with -a degree of pnbUcity which the 
tight hononrable gentlenuin .admits is one of &e merits of onr 
constitution. Bnt surely this mode of making overtures of 
peace b not the most convenient, Inasmuch as it makes known 
tlia whole terms of peace to the enemy. It leaves no will 
to ministers to take advantage of any favourable circumstances 
that may occur. For that reason it Is that the legislature does 
not usually interfere in such transactions, as the true state of 
the transactions is only fully understood by a few, and there* 
fore it has been wisely committed to the executive govemmoitt 
Why has this country, which is so jealous of its rights and 
liberties, entrusted such prertJgatives to the crown? Why it 
the making of peace and war, and other prerogatives which 
form the happiness of this constitution, mtrusted to the king ? 
Because it has been (found, that the power of parliament wat 
sufficient to prevent the royal prerogative from being carried 
iMyond its proper limits. I say the question is then, whether 
yon will step forward, and assume this power of the crown at a 
crisis of peculiar ddicacy ? 

'f he right honourable gentleman who spoke last, was of opi^ . 
nion that the French convention, from the publicity of its pro* 
caedings, bore a nearer resemblance to the British constitutiofl, 
.than the constitutitm of any other country. In this compart* 
son, I trust, it was ntft meant to be citrried any farther, as if / 
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the iatereits of tbis coantry were to be discasied ia one popular 
UEembly. I hope the rifht honourable gentlcmaa is not so 
tnuch in lote with France, I think the right hoaonrable ^ntle. 
nan took np that idea rather hastify. lambjr no means cert^n, 
nor ii it worth while here to eiamine, whether a de^Mitlc go- 
vernment, or an anarchical republic, like thai of France, most 
dcarlf resembles the constitadon of Great Britiun, which a 
rnDOTcd at an equal distance from both extrmes. 
I The pnblicitf of the proceedings of the French conTention, 
bas been the tource of outrage, horror, and disgust, to ererj 
feeling heart. That publicity has been a faithful recorder, 
and an accurate witness of the enormity of their proceedings. 
The question is, whether we axe to take the first step toward 
negociation, or to go on, trusting to the executiye goTern. 
tnent to take the opportunity of the first faronrable moment 
for ncgociation, and in the mean time strengthening the bands 
of that goTcrnment, to persevere ynth vigour iH the 'contest 
in which we are engaged. We have been told, that although 
this question has been sererat times brought forward, it has 
ncrer been directly disposed of; it has never been directly 
segatiTed. I contend that it has in effect been directly ne. - 
gatjved. For when tbe motion was made some time ago, an 
lunendment was made to the motion, stating, that we were re- 
■dItuI to persevere In the contest, trusting that his Majesty 
Vonld smze tbe first favourable opportunity that presented for 
treating with security. I beg to know, whether diat which 
•as done with deliberation, vas not negativing the motion. 
Sulneqnent to that, this question was discussed again and 
ftgain, and this house on those occasions came to a resolu- 
tion, that it did not concdve, under the present circumstancdl 
of the countries, negodation was a measure expedient to be 
adopted. 

But another question here arises. Have the drcumstances 
and situation of the country materially altered since the last 
iDotion on the sabject, or since tny honourable friend first 
fpuod himself an advocate for negociation? Has t&epostnre 
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of a&in yaried since that time, lo w to nake negocistioa 
more eligible at tho preient mommt Uian it wai at any former 
period? I lieard mj hoooarable friend state one fact oathU 
business, vhich no eridenco can contradict, I beard him 
witb pieasore itate, that the lituation of France wn now so 
weakened and exhansted, aa to make peace with that gorem. 
ment, though not secnre, jet, in conieqnenct of that weak, 
ness, attended with s considerable degree of security. That 
something more of this security exists at (he present moment, 
I not only admit, but contend' that the prospect is improving 
erery day, and that thb becomes more and more aacertained; 
as I shall state before I sit down. But Is this & reason why 
we should negociate at this moment ? I think not. From facts 
that are notorions, from things known to the world, there ii 
now a general feeling that there is, comparatively speaking, » 
sense ef security in the country, when comgared with the 
ularming uneasiness whldi some time ago prevailed. The enab 
my have not been able to avail themselves of their snccew and 
acquisitions, nor have they acquired solid and lubstaatial 
strength. The natural anxiety of the people of this ctuntry 
has led them ta remark the progress c^ the decay, decliaej' utd 
ruin of the enemy, as bdng more r^d than they coiild hare 
foreseen. When this business was formerly discussed, it was 
used as a very considerable argument ag^nst negociation^ that' 
from our situation then, we could not hope to treat with Fraucn 
on terms of equality : thM our affairs since the commencement of 
the war were in so onfarourable a state, that we could not 
reasonably hope to obtain terms of equality, or any thing fair 
aai hononrable. Is not this argumrat very considerably 
•trengtbened at this moment^ when yon compare the state 
of this country and France? Exhausted and wearied with t^ 
addition of your own weakness, will you give up the contest 
in despwr ? We should then, Uke Holland, have to consider 
what indemnity Frani^ would expect of us. I state this as a 
practical objection, qpd wholly indqiraident of any qq.estion on 
Aq security of nqrociaUon. Those who argue for peace, coik. 
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sidef Oilr situation as rendered more fit far negodation in thit 
tray; — that ve Iibtg lost our allies, by which we are reduced 
to such a state of i^eakness, that we must listen to peace ; and 
now that onr allies have deserted ns, it is unnecessary to obtaiB 
ihdr consent. We formerly rerused to treat with France, be. 
cause we were satisfied she was unable to maintain that peace 
-and amity that ou(|;ht to prerail among neutral nations. G«d> 
tiemen hare chosen to forget all the arguments u^ed with regard 
1o acknowledging the republic of France. We refused to treat 
with M. Chaurelin after the nnfortuSate murder of Louis XVI. 
We refused to acknowledge a goremment that had been reeking 
with the blood of thdr soveragn. Was not that an objection 
not to acknowledge them at that period ? The murder of th« 
king preceded but a Tcry few days the declaration of war againat 
ibis country. 

,Tke next at^ument is, whether you- would dilhononr yQniself 
hjr acknowledging a republic that might endanger your own inde. 
pendence, and which made a public profession of principles which 
went to destroy the indcpeodeace of erery nation of Eiirope 7 I 
tay, f wiU not acknowledge such a repuUic. The question here 
is bat timply whether yon will acknowledge so as to treat with it i 
H is not) nor has it been, since the commencement of the war, 
Afl interest of England, not from any one circumstance, but 
from taking all drcnmstances together, to institute a negociatioD 
with the ruling powers now eiisdng iu France. 

Ai to the declaration of the emperor to the diet, if it ia an> 
dMntiCj that he should be happy to enter into a n^ociation fur 
peace, I beg leare to say, this declaration must be supposed to 
liui the empertH- in no other capacity than as head of the em- 
pire; and I am sure they cannot, and will not state that that 
preclodes him, as duke of Austria, or king of Bohemia, from 
performing any Sgreemeftt he may chuse to enter into, on his 
own separate account, in those capacities. As the head of tha 
em^re, he might, from the present. situation of that country, 
think it wise and eipedient to go beyond tha line he may chalk 
out to Unuelf u a soTerdgn prince and king, as king of Bohe> 
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mia aad arcNduke of Austria. There may be circumsfonces to 
induce him, as the head of the empire, to wish to open a uego. 
<Hadoa with France, rather than run the risk of a separate n^o- 
ciation,< through the medium of the king of Prussia, contrary to 
the constitution of the Germanic body. One of the nest points 
relied upon, and imputed u blaroe to ministers, was the circum- 
stance of the war in La Vendee and with the Chouana being at 
an end. I do not see how that circumstance can attach any 
blame to ^oVerament It has been stated, that the inhabitants 
of La Vendee hare submitted to the French republic. Who- 
ever has couTersed with gentlemen coming from France, has 
been made acquainted with tLe situation of the inhabitants of La 
Vend^ and the Cbonans, . as well as from the Paris newspapers. 
'They will do well to consider, whether the French goTcrnment 
can have any degree of confidence, that they can reap the least 
adfant^efrom that union. The advantages of the peace In that 
quarter bare been entirely in favour of La Vendee and Britanny, 
and not of tiie republic ; the inhabitants have gained^ by the 
treaty, and lost nothing. The republic has no right to any ac 
cesuon of strength tfoia thb district of the kingdom. Were 
they subject to rcquicidonti i or, did they furnish recruits for the 
army i or did they increase the treasure of the country ? By the 
articles of their submission to the laws of the republic, if thejr 
are reported iruly, they are in fact an independent goTernment, 
from which what are called patriots arit excluded. The state of 
La Vendee was directly the reverse of that of Holland ; and if 
that country was not an accession of strength to the republic, is 
it not a confession of the weakness of the ^remment, that they 
found themselves under the necessity, notwithstanding all their 
Splendid success, to enter into such a treaty as a sorercign would 
never hare entered into but from necessity '. 

There is another circumstance which has been relied upon, 
and which 1 must nut pass over in silence. Among other events 
of the day, we see that Holland and France have entered into 
an alliance ; and that Holland is to furnbh Fiance with twelre 
' dupi of the line, and eighteen frjgates. The present state of 
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lloUand makes that circumstance more faronrable for this ccmn. , 
try tliui we had reason to expect It wonid fanTe tieen when Hot* 
Und was over- run by the French. 

The question is, whether the state of France is not so weak ; 
whether the distractions dnd disturbances of the conntrj', and 
the discontents of the people, are not so great, as are likely to 
lead to sotne change or new order of things, more favonrable 
than any that has lutherto appeared 7 

First, as to the weakness of France.' We hare been told by 
the right honouibblc gentleman, that there was no appearance in 
France of the relaxation of its efforts ; that the rdgn of terror 
ended with the month of July last ; and subsequent to that pe. 
riod they haTe been as successful as ever. But surely it is not 
yery wonderful if the operalions of that great and extraordinary 
machine had wound up the whole of that extensive empire, by 
all the men who were put in a state of reqnisition, and by all the 
meretricious treasure that was amassed ; if so many causes 'ope* 
i-ating so long, the effects were not to cease as immediately n 
the causes. The effects in their operation surrire the causes: 
but ^ave the Fvnch acquired fresh Tigour f Whoerer has taken 
any pains to look at the number and efforts of thdr armies, and 
stat^ of the profisions and magazines, 'and attends to the manner 
in which requisitions have been carried on ; whoever reads the 
accounts the members of the conxention gire of tbemselTes; 
whoever reads their speeches ; whoever trusts to thdr own ac- 
count of themselves; — these all prove that the vigour and exer* 
tion of that country have been evidently diminishing. 

In the next place, look at the state of their assignats, wbicb 
for a long time has been the subject of a great deal of anxious 
attention to the convention. They have been employed almost 
in a perpetual contest about two tilings^ — to make a constitution, 
and to raise th^ credit, by preventing an unlimited number of 
assignats entering into circulation. They therefore passed a 
di^cree to-withdraw a certain number of them to raise their credit. 
The nominal value of assignats was only 23/. per cent. At pre. 
sent they are somewhat kss than 5l. per cent. Their expendi- 
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tore is incredible; tail mondi it UDoanled ta twen^-«eTai miU 
lions sterling, wtiich is morotban li wanted bj Great Britahi in 
the course of a jear. Thii expense amannb tO' three IiuDdral 
•and twenty.foar milltoos sterling per annum, which ezceedi th« 
whole national debt of Great Britain. The commerce of that 
coantrf is tot^y extinguished, and a portion of lankrupt^ 
miles itself with every transaction. 

The next article is the price of proTisioni, respecting .which 
I have receired a great deal of anthentic informatioa with- 
in diese few days, indeed I may say within these few bonrs ; 
and the price of provisions is so very high, and scarcity pre- 
vails to such a degree, as must stop all great and extenaivs 
opwations. 

In the ikext place, I donbt very much whether the provi^oos 
for the French army and navy willin fatnre be. so r^nlarly sup- 
plied as they formerly have been. I have accounts of provision) 
being re-landed from on board some of the ships at Brest ; and 
the city of Paris has been sappUed by pittances from the annj 
on the Rhine, Expressions of dbcontant are not confined to 
individnals, but are getieral, and snch as come home to the door 
of every- individual In France. What will be the effect of thil 
complicated pressure, how long it may be continned, or what 
order of things may ultimately rise out of it, I shall not pretend 
to say. But I think it may producC}^ and probably at no great 
distance of time, some new order of things, more friendly to a 
general padfication, and to a regular intercourse with the other 
established powers of Europe. Snch is the genuine prospect 
for all the cAnntries of Europe, for an order of things more satis* 
factory thui we have seen at any former period. It is owing to 
your perseverance In fordng them, and to which they are nn. 
eqnal, that they would willingly accept of peace. But because 
yon have such a prospect at this moment, you are by no ineatis 
certiun that a safe and honoumble peace' could be obtained. 
That is, at this moment, premature ; a continuance of yonr per. 
severance some time longer, vnll in all probability produce that 
happy effect. 

■ 8 
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Canpftre the utuation and resources of tWs country, fecJinj 
forthi! burllietifof thecowntry, which must be felt by the poor 
-and industrious to a ceitaiu extent, aiid deploring their neces- 
sity, as thi'y must obstruct the increasing wealth of the country.^ 
Look also at the manufactures and trade and revenue, and com. 
pare it with the expense of the war. Compare the annual ex- 
penditure of tweuty or twenty-five millions sterling, to the eiior. 
mons sum of twenty.sercn millions sterling per month, or three 
hundred and twcnfy.four millions per annum, the sum yearly 
expended by France. After you hare made these comparisons, 
tell me whether you will lay aside your exertious,. under the 
peculiar circumstances in which you ore now placed. Yom have 
laid on taxes unprecedented in their amount, but at the same 
time having the satisfaction to Itnow that they are borne by the 
inhabitants of this country niihoutany material severe pressure. 
You arc provided therefore witli the most ample and liberal 
supplies fur the present campaign. But is that the case with 
France? No. Every month, every week, b an additional 
■train of the new machine, and they are not provided with any 
of that enormous expense which 1 have mentioned, but most 
raise it all by forced means, by requisitions, by robbery, and 
plunder. I have trespassed too long .on the patlenco of the 
house. I conclude by observing again, that I have to hope for 
amore favourable order of things, and I have no reason to be 
satisfied with any attempt at negucialion at this moment : but 
by a vigorous prosecution of the war for a short time longer, we 
have every reasonable prospect that wc shall he able to procun 
for ourselves a solid, permanent, and honourable peace. 

The raolotion was rtjccted : the lliittst dividing on the order of the day, 
moved bjT Mr. Windhim, 
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November 10, 1795. 

Ta t floiue h»ving proceeded to the order of the day for taking iato eon« 
lideratioa hit Majat^'a Ute proelimatlDD againit Kditinns meetiDgK 

M>. Pitt roseand nld. 

That die circa msUnces, upon which lie mpanf to ground tlic 
proceedings of that night ha^ made so deep an impression on 
the mind of every gentleman In that house, as well as on that 
of every man in the country, that it would not be necessary 
for him to make any comments on them. The public had fcen 
with becoming indignation, that a Ttrtnous and licloTed sove. 
reign had been attacked in the most criminat and outrageous 
manner, and at a time i(to when he was in the exercise of the 
greatest and most important function of kingly capacity, when 
he wa* going to assemble the great council of the nation ; 
that great, and indeed only resource- against erery national 
evil. The Grst impulses of every man's mind, after an attack 
so immediately directed against the life of the king of these 
realms, miist be those of horror and detestation of the wicked, 
the diabolical wretches, who in contempt of the respect and 
reverence due to the sacred character of their sovereign — in con- 
tempt of the whole legislaiure, by a kind of conci-ntred malice, di. 
recteii a blow at once at it! three branches, in attempting to assas. 
sinate a mild and benignant monarch, who was (he great cement 
and centre of our glorious constitution. In contemplating this 
calamity, the house would fee! that some correction must be 
given to the laws, at present in force ag^nst such crimes ; 
means must be found to repress the spirit which gave birth to 
so daring an outrage, and to prevent such unprecedented con. 
sequences of sedition, and of sedition too leading to assassins, 
tion by the most de$pica1>le, as well as the must dangerous of 
alt modes of attack, against the vital principles of the state, in 
the person of the sovereign. 

If, under this first impression, every man should thinjt hint- 
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tdt called upon, (as lie was sure would be the case) b^ the 
loyalty and allegiance he owed (o the soverdgu office, and by 
affection to the person of the sovereign, by the rcTerence doe 
to religion, by self-preservation itself, and the happiness of 
society At large, to apply a remedy to those very alarming 
symptoms, another impression would arise out of it, equally 
forcible, and equally obvious, -namely, that they would do flils 
bnsiness but by halves, and act carelessly and ineffectually, if 
they directed their attention only to that separate act, and not 
to those very mischievous and formidable circumstances, wbicb 
vere connected with it, in point of principles, and which pro- 
dnced it, in point of fact. 

In endeavouring to lead the attention of the house to the 
remedies, which appeared to him most likely to be efficient to 
this pnrptue, he would not advert to legal distinctions, but to 
prudential principles. If the house viewed the separate a^t 
with that eye of horror he conceived they must, and If, view- 
ing it «o, they felt the conviction, that a repetition of such 
enormities should be prevented immediately; the next point, 
that would impress itself upon their minds, as arising frott 
the two former, was,, that they should adopt some means to 
prevent (hese seditious assemblies, which served as vehicles to 
faction and disloyaltyj which fanned and kept alive the flame 
of disaffection, and ^lled tiie minds of the people with discon- 
tent. He had the most indubitable proof to support him in 
saying, that this sentiment pervaded not only that house, but 
all the kingdom ; and that in no one instance which had ever 
occurred, were the commons called upon more loudly by the 
- wbhes and prayers of an anxious community, than diey were 
at this time by the whole people of England, to aVfCrt the ruin 
with which those assonblies menaced the country, by prevent- 
ing thdr further proceedings. In full hopes that the house 
felt the force of these impressions as forcibly as he did, and 
would agree to some such measure as he had alluded to, 
his motion of that day would go to that object. It might, 
perhaps, occur to gentlemen, that a law should 'be previously 
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lude for tke protecdon of liii Majesty's person ; but he !□• 
fonned tbem, that the other bouse had now under its considers. 
tion a bill to that eflbct, which he hoped wonU soon be iaii 
btion them for thenr coacurreoce. Hia motion, therefore,' iru 
■ot direated to alt«r or enforce the Uwa of tht Ling's safety, but 
to prevent those meetings, to which all, the miscbiefg he bad 
iB^lio&ed were attributable. 

The meetings ta which he alluded were, he said, of two de- 
ScriptioBS ; under the first of those descriptions, fell those meet- 
ings whkh, DDder a pretext (to which tbey by do means adhered) 
of petilioiting pwlumeat for rights of which they affected to be 
deprived, cgilated qncstioss^ aqd promulgated opinions aitd 
intiBnations hostile to tlie eiisdng government, and tending to 
bring it into disrepute with the people. The othef description, 
tkoagh ten Bumeroas, not less public, nor less dangerous, wer^ 
concerted evidently for the parpose of dUsemiuating unjust 
gronnd) of jealousy, discontent, and false complaints, against 
the constitutiou ; of irritating the minds of the people against 
their lawful govonen; and of encouraging them to acts of 
even treason itself. In these meetings, every thing that could 
create faction, every tiling that could excite disloyalty, every 
thing that could prepare die minds of those who amended for 
rebellion, was industriously urculated. 3ath these required 
•ome strong law to prevent them ; for, if the arm of the execu- 
tive govcnunent was pot strengthened by such a'law, thty would 
be continued, if not to the utter ruin, certainly to the indelible 
disgrace of tke counti^. 

As to the first of those descriptions, no ooe would venture to 
dcsiy ihe right of the people to express their opinions on politi- 
cal men and measures, and to discuss and assert their right of 
petitioBiag all the branches of the legblature ; nor was there 
euy man who would be farther from encroaching on that right 
than himself. It was undoubtedly a most, valualble privilege, 
of which nothing should deprive them. But on the other hand, 
if meetings of this kind were made the mere cover or the pretext 
tor acts which were as inconsistent with the liberly of the snb> 
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ject a£ it was possible to imagine an^ thinf to be ; if, instead of 
elating gricrances, the people were excited to reb^JlioD ; if, in- 
stead of favouring the principles of freedom, the Jtty fotindn> 
tion of it was to be destroyed, and with it the happiness of the 
people ; it was high time for the l^blatnre to interpose with its 
authority. 

Tliis consideration, he confessed, occasioped considerabllB 
dtfBculty, but it did not create an insnperable dllemnia. Ib 
applying the desired remedy, (wo things w«re to l>e looked'to — '■ 
the first, to correct the abuse of a sacred and inTalnable prirr. 
lege ; the second, to preserve that pririlege inviolate : canlioii, 
was therefore necessary, lest, on the one hand, they dionld , 
encroach on the rights of the pck>ple, or, on the other, shoqid 
suffer the abuse of those rights to become the instrnmeat of their 
total extinction. This was a ntattcr of great delicacy, and 
should be attended to in the detail ; but the house would se^ ' 
that at present the real question was, did not the pressure of 
the moment call for tame r^edy i 

According to the opinions which he had collected, as well a* 
he had been able, from others, and snch as he had formed for 
himself, the great point wanted at this moment was a more cleat 
and defined power in the magistrate, to disperse and put an end 
to all meetings likely to be productiTe of consequence^ such a( 
were already mentioned. He by no means meant this power of 
dispersion to extend to meetings professedly and obfionsly law- 
ful, and held for legal and constitutional purposes; but that, 
in every case of a numerous meeting, of whatever nature, or 
under whatever colour, notice §hould be given, so as to enable 
the magistrate to keep a watchful eye. over their proceedings: 
He should therefore propose, that whatever be the pretext of a 
public meeting (if the house was at all of opinion ther^e was any 
necessity for the i:egaUtion of such, meetings), such notice 
should be given to thq magistrate, in ord» that he might attend, 
for the presertadon of the public peace ; that h6 might watcb 
the proceedings, to prevent any measure that might tend to 
attack, or to bring into contempt, either the soTcreign himself 
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or any' braadi of the establbhed goTeniment of tiie couDtry. 
That the magistrate should be empowered to apprehend any pef. 
tons whose conduct Aould Mem c^culated for Uiose purposes, 
^d that tmj resistance to the authoritf of a magistrate so act- 
ing, BhoukUbe de«ncd felony in erery person concerned in it. 
That, on perceiring tiie proceedings of such meeting to be 
timnltuous, and leading to the bad consequences he had already 
meationed, the magistrate shonld hare power similar to that 
which he had already by the riot act, to disperse that assembly ; 
and that, after reading Ae riot act, and ordering them to dis- 
perse, any number of persons remaining shonld, as by the riot 
ftct, tncurihe penalty of the law, that of felony. The honse 
would see, that this summary power in the magistrate, while it 
would still leave to the |)eop)e the fair right to petition, on the 
pne hand, wqald, on the other, prevent the abuse of it. This, 
he said, was the ontline. All det»l he would reserve for future 
jliscassion. 

Under the other description of meetings, through which the 
poinds x>f the people were poisoned, fell those of public lecturers, 
who made the [ILssemiDation of sedittOa the source of lirelihood. 
To thenL>e thought it would be prop^ to apply r^ulatious 
fomething like those that passed about fourteen years ago, in 
^ act, which, from the learned gentleman who brought it in, 
was called Mangfield'i act, and by which all houses wher^n 
meetings of an improper kind were held on a Sunday, were to 
\>e treated as disorderly houMi^ And, to avoid evasion, the 
clause shonld apply to every house wherein any people met, ex- 
ceeding a certain number to be stated in the act, the real family 
of the house. These, said he, are the outlines of the measure I 
hare to propose ; ' and so convinced am I that there can l>e hut 
«iie feeling, and o\ie opinion, that some measure of this kind is 
i^ecessary [here a cry of " hear !" from the opposite side] ; and 
po little am I shaken in that conviction by the adverse vocifera. 
dons of " hear ! bear !'' that I am sure I should but shew a^is. 
Jnist of the cause, if t s^ any more. I will therefore only 
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" That leaTe be gnea to bring in a bill for tbe more efiectnat* 
\y preTenliDg of seditious meetings and auembUes." , 

Alta a debate of much warmth, la vhich the meanire was londTr repn>- 
Vuei br Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridao, aai Mr. Orej, tbe honie dirided on the ~ 
notion for tram ta briagin the Ull, 

Ajta „ M4 



November 17, 1795. 

Oh the qnettioii for the ncUid readint; of the bill lor tauK BfectoiU; pie- 
TCDting stditioni mectiiigi uid uwnibltes, ' 

Mr. Pitt said, that as he had repeatedly deUrered his sentl. 
ments npon the bill, he felt but little inclined unnecessarily to 
take up the attention of the house, particularly as most part of 
what had been already said that day had little connerion with 
the question. Under this description he did not include tha 
comparison which the right honourable gentleman* had thought 
proper to draw between a revolution in this country In faro ur 
of the house of Stuart, and a revolution in favour of that kind 
of goTernmcnt which French prindples would recommend and 
inculcate. No man could be more sensible than he was of the 
dreadful calamities that the nation would sustain by the re-estab- 
lishmcnt of a Popish pretender, who would, no doubt, endea- 
Tour to subvert our liberties, our religion, and our laws, and 
possibly he might succeed in lus object. He had no hesitation, 
howerer, in declaring, that were he to chuse between two such 
horrible alternatives, he would cheerfully prefer the restoration 
of the pretender to that cruel and desolating system of anarchy, 
which would radically destroy all those principles by which social 
order was munlained. He scrupled not to agree with the right 
honourable gentleman in declaring, that were we under the same 
circumstances that pressed on our ancestors, we should be equally 

' M> Foi. 
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nadj to make the same nciifices thai ikej had done in so ne- 
cessary a resistance ; and he further admitted, that when we ex- 
pressed ourselfes equally villing to tiak onr Iitbs in an oppodtioa 
to either jacobifical or jacobiaical priodples, we had no mare to 
offer, nbr were we any longer to seek for any practical difierence. 
' It happened conveoiently for his perpose, that the argnmenia 
and illustrations employed by the right honourable gentleman 
famished him with materials which would serve for an answer to 
most of. his argnmeots, as far as he had urged any thing closely 
connected with the subject. Of this comparison between the 
two kinds of reTolutions alluded to in particalar, ' without at- 
tempting to reason on which side the choice ought to prepouder- 
ate, it was su|&cient to say, that we wne ready with our lifes to 
resist the introduction of either. 

Here, then, Mr. Pitt said, he wished to pause, and beseech the 
right hoBonrable gentleman to adopt the sage counsels of his 
ancestors, with the same ardour which he expressed when he de* 
dared his desire to imitate the voldur of their'arms. Our ance*- 
tors expdled the family of the Stuarts, and established the glori- 
ous and immortal revolution, in the first instance by the sword ; 
but their bravery might Jiave been incffectoal, if they bad not 
secured thdr object by legislative provisions. It was in this 
manner, more than by personal valour, that they preserved the 
eonstitution. What was the bill of rights itself, but a measure 
adopted by our ancestors in consequence of their'finding them- 
sdvei under new' drcnmstances ? They declared it to be high 
treason to dispute the queen's authority, to deny that the parlia- 
ment was competent to confine and limit the > sitccessiou, and, 
finally, to render attempts to introduce a system, difTerrait from 
that which they had established by the laws, feI<Hiiously penal. 
Upon eijunining the (iresent bill ii would be found, that thdr 
<^mple was rigidly adhered to, and preventive raeasores resort, 
ed to, on mo^ves of policy ind prudence, in order to guard 
against that extreme which would make it necessary for many to 
ri}k their lives in a contest, and be involved in all the miseries that 
Mtend a civil war. One great recommendation of this tempora- 
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ry measnre was, that it strictly adhered to the examples of for. 
mer times ; and ivbile it added (o the general security, made no 
innoTation on 'the constitution, nor, in the tmallest degree, 
tve^ened (he spirit of the laws. Our ancestors, in times of 
danger, and evea dnring that interral which took place between 
the deposition and the restoration of the monarchy, adhered, as 
much as so peculiar a situation would admit, to ancient forms, - 
and conducted the public basiness by means of both houses^f 
parliament, if that aaserohly could properly be called a parlia- 
ment, when it was actually deprlfed of one of its component 
parts. 

Were there no precedents, no land.marks, to ^ide thdr pro- 
ceedirigs on the present emergency ? In days of difficulty and 
danger, which had threatened one branch of the legislature, and 
when donbts had arisen respecting the competency of parliament 
to legislate in one partirular case — limiting the succession of 
the crown, our ancestors made a law suitable to the occasion. 
But at this time what was the enemy that we had to contmd 
with, and what the danger to be repelled ? Not an attack upon 
one branch of the legislature, not a doubt about the right to 
legislate in a particular case ; the right to legislate at all was 
questioned, and the legality of monarchy itself in any shape was 
denied. Was that, he begged to ask, a proper time to sit still, 
and refriun from faking ligorous'and effectual mcas'ires, merely 
because they might deviate in some degree from established 
practice ? The parallel that hdd lK«n attempted to be drawn 
between the measures of the executiTe goremmcnt at this time, 
and those of the house of Stuart, in no degree applied. In the 
days of the Charles', the people irere aboye all taught to look 
up to parliament for safety and protection: they might nn. 
doubtcdly look elsewhere for assistance, but parliament was the 
, centre in which all (heir hopes and dependence rested, and in 
which alone they were led to expect redress for titeir grievances : 
such. had been the example of their ancestors at the rctolulion, 
and, as it was before thcir^ryesj it ought to regulate their pro. 
cceclings. 
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The right honoarable gentleman )iad tslked of risking his lifa 
in dereoce of the cans^tution ; he was not ulted now to risk hit 
life, he was asked im\y to apply the lawt to the present it^te 
of the country, in such a manner as to render the risking of 
lives, for the present at least, unaecessarj ; and he was atkeil to 
do tiiis in time, before the evil which threatened us shoald have 
risen to such a hdght, as to bring on personal dangers. Gentle- 
men had made mueh objection to this Mil, as debarring the sub- 
ject of the right to petition, ad secured to them by the bill of 
rights. But did-the bill of rights imply, that any other than 
parliament was to he the channel thruiigh which evils in the go. 
Ternmeat or constitution were to be redressed ? The revolutioa 
itself tended also to prove the point he was contending for; 
(ince it was a memorable example, that even when the throne 
was vacant, and when the forms of the constitntion necessarily 
failed, yet, even then, so strong was the impression on the minds 
ftf men, of the maxims whldi they had before learnt, that no -' 
new constitution was formed in consequiuice, but the old con. 
stitatlon was still considered as snbsisting. The two remaining 
bouses of parliament, ^nd those two houses alone, were then 
resorted to, and not the sovereignty of the people, as the ini»ns 
through which the other branch nf the legislature was to be sup- 
plied. It was not to that sovereignty of the people which is 
now talked of, that recourse was had. Thus, therefore, the 
revolution itself conspired to.shew tli^t it was to parliament, or 
to die people in parliament, and not to the people out of, parlia- 
ment, that the right of fraoiiflg alterations in the constitutioi^ 
always devolved. 

The. next. point to bv. considered had been tnisted upon much 
in the house, and, as he underfltoad, mndc very industrious use 
of out of it ; viz. that the present bill was calculated, to create a 
difference, and cause a separation, between the lower and the 
higher orders of tht: people. The eilect of this bill he was ready 
to maintain would be diametrically the reverse. The system of 
dividing the orders of the communitv was that which formed the 
grand spring and power of j^obiiiism, which the present bill 
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was CTidenQfcalcHtatecI to oppose, to check, and to mppragg. 
It was by exciting the enry and hatred of tte poor agBinit thoM 
in higher stations, by holding ont fo tiiem the hope of eichang- 
ing th^ conditions, and by representing property aa the easy 
prey of the indigent, the idle, and the licentious, that the profli- 
gate prindples of jacobinism had ^cceeded ia destroying all 
social order in France, and the same end had been aimed at, by 
flie same means, in a)l other parti of Europe. 

Under our happy constitntion, he believed 'there wu no man 
of rknk or property, at diis time, so negligent of his dnty^ aa<l 
so nnacqu^ted with his interest, as to draw a line of sefMratioa 
between himsrif and those that were below him, in rank, afflu- 
ence, or degree. What nation in the world now existed, oi ha4 - 
been known to exist, in which the great and the low were idacod 
at so little distance, and so slightly separated? A continued 
and well- cemented connexion, which could not easily bo di8> 
solved, was so visible, that it was impossible to fix up«n any link 
in the general chain where the union of the parts did not imme- 
diately appear. The middle class derived supply, rigour, and 
support, from that below it ; difinsed it through' all around j 
commuidcated and recenved reciprocal ud from that which wu 
above it ; and an animating spring gave that activity and gener^ 
drculation of benefits to the whole, which composed the ordn i^ 
well.regnlated sociefy. 

The manner by which the right honourable gentleman, had 
attempted to prove that the tendency of this bi)I was to make 
«nch invidious distinctions, was most extraordinary. The bill 
had been held out, as a bill which proscribed all meetings what 
soever from petitioning parliament, except such as were ticensed. , 
So far from tbb, the bill left all established meetings precisely as 
they were before. The .requiring of a ticeose had lieea stated 
as, in all cases, an intolerable evil ; it was, nevertheless, Angular 
enough, that not to require a license was now considered, by the 
right honourable gentleman as a still worse evil, on account of 
the partiality of the principle. He would ask, , what waa the 
partiality ? Was if that all othw meetings but thoss that wc^ 
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licensed were to b« Kbolbhed 7 No raeli tblsg: tbe^ wen nerel^ 
to be pat Qoder some new restrictions, which shoald make them 
more resemble the regular meetings, which were not to be SDb- 
JMted to a ticeose. 

Bnt to come to the mun qnest^on : — it was distinctly this. 
First, does the bill so abridge and limit the right of petitioning 
{nrltament, as to teare it insufficient for the pnrpose of affording 
due constitutional security? Secondly, does the bill impnse any 
heffectual, superfluous, and unnecessary restrunts? In order 
to jndge upon tiiese questions, he would consider what were Um 
Kmttetions imposed by the bill on this right of petitioning.' A 
prerious notice of the intended meetings was, in certun cases^ 
to be required. The meetings of corporate bodiea were not re- 
quired to ^ve any notice whatever ; meetings called by a certain 
number of justices : meetings called by the lords lieutenants, of . 
counties, or by sherifls, w^e all exce|)ted from the obligation. 
It had been ntid, bowerer, that theie tart were serraats of die 
crown, and because servants, therefore in the interest of tW 
etown. Bnt how did thb obserration apply? A shoiff of a 
county was nnder no influence either of dependence, or expecfa- 
tion, or gratitude. The office of sheriff was considered'as an 
onerous and expensive office, which few persons liked, and from' 
which many wished to be excused. Was it f^ then to describe 
a meeting called by a sjieriff, as a meeting called by one who was 
a mere tool of the crown ? But, besides, what was the fact? — 
Tbe fact was, that meetings were, according to the present cus- 
tom, called by these very sheriffs, and a great proportion of the 
Complaints of the country act^ially found their way to parliament 
through this chaund; — away which was' still left open. This, he 
said, was the best proof that meethigs of this sort were not nn. 
availing. He believed it had commonly happened, that much 
the greater proportion of petitions to parliament came through 
flie sherilb, aud those of another kind were usually thought more 
suspidous. How unfair tiiea was it to call the Ull, as it had 
been called, '.' an extinction of the right to petition," when, la 
fact, that diannel tbrougli which petitions usually come, was still 
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Utt open ! He declared he was as ready as any mao to admit 
broaiUy, Otatsvpposedor realgtievtmcet might, as matter of rigAt^ 
be presaited to parliattteiU bg all rankt of people. He must, how- 
ercr, at the same time remark, that he did Aot consider those to 
))e the best friends of the constitution, or of the lower ranlu of 
the people, who were always goading them to bring forward peti- 
tions, and encouraging the agitation and discateion of public af- 
fairs ; among those, too, who, of all men, from thdr ednoUioD} . 
their habits of life, and their means of information, were indis- 
pu^bly the least capable of eserusing sound judgment on such 
topi^. The right of petitioning then remained as formerly, ex- 
cepting in certain cases, to wluch he had alluded. 

With r^^ard to the observations made by the right honourable 
gentleman in hb interference for procuring a more equal repre- 
sentation of the people in parliament, Mr. Pitt said, he would do 
him the justice to .say that he never bad encouraged the wild, 
visionary, and mischieTous plan of unireisal suffrage and annual 
. parliaments. He had felt, what every man of sense and obser. ~ 
Tation must feel, that the house of commons, composed as it was, 
was the virtual representation of the people of Englaiid : the 
sole matter in doubt was, whether the members had such an 
identity of interest with those who had no voice in election of 
representatives, as would secure to the latter th{ consideration, 
lo which, as Englishmen, they ought to be entitled i In the 
meeOngs held upon that subject formerly, though some of them 
had BOt been regularly convened by (he sheriffs, he well remem. 
bered that their proceedings were looked to with more jealousy 
than the proceedings of those meetings which were assembled in a 
regular manner. 

So little had bcui urged id oppositioa to the provisions of 
the bill, that it was unnecessary for him to ai^ue much in their 
defence. The notice to be given of meetings held avowedly 
for the discussion of p.ublic measures, had been so modified as 
toret^n little of that formidable appearance which genllemen 
at £rst represented it to bear; indeed, the honourable gentle* 
man himself had confessed, it was that part of the bill to which 
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It saw tliA least objection. So UKemry did public idrertiw* - 
meats, ia order to convene large bodies of men on polilicii 
qaotionB, strike him (o be, that the clause would seem a snper- 
itnouB precantioil, if It were not for the peculiar construction qf 
the correspoading todetlei, which, by their dhiaioiu and inb- 
diri^oui, bad*not only the meana of secret communication, but 
alio of prompt eiecutiou of thdr design*, however alarmteg, 
howerer dasgcrous. 

It had been mnch insisted on, that a main objection to &e UIl 
mat, that these meetings were hereaftn to tie held nnder the in> 
tpection of magistratci. The force of this objection woold 
sarelj be done away, when it was considered that this proriiioD 
only set all other meetings on the same footing with those 
which had dways been aathorised in thdr corporate capacities; 
for in regular meetings the sheriff was necessarily and of course 
always present. The next point complained of bad been the 
mode of dispersing meetings. Was it possible for the bonse 
not to hare felt the danger of some late meetlogs, and did th^ 
not fed the necessity of checking them ? If tiiey did not, bo 
would only say, that this was not the time to trifle: if tbey did 
Dot saze the opportunity of applying a preraitire, tiiey might 
soou lose the^power of exercising their own functioas in tttat 
house. For tUs reason it was highly necessary to grant new 
djscietioiury power to magistrates — a degree of additional 
power, guarded by the degree of additional responsibili^ attach- 
ed to them. He owned he felt some astonisfam^t at one ar. 
gument comiAg from a quarter from which he least expect. 
^ it, a declaration thhat struck at the Terf foundation of 
the administration of public justice in this coaatry. ' A 
teamed gentleman* of thefiist profeisionai tatants, repatMiaa, 
and practice^ had urged as an argument against the bill, and 
put it in a general and unqualified manner, that the magistncy 
of the £OUBtry were necessarily corrupt ; as luTectiTC against a 
body of persoDs, to whose exertions, in tbeir situation, the 
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cauDtry owed (Ii« most signal scrKicea^ With eqaal surprise Ii^ 
tnid heard the samo levcuei aad hooaurable gaiidttDAti who, 
nhile he qrraigttpd the discretion granted to the magistrates 
under this I)ill, acknowledged at the BoKie liipe, that they were 
already authorised lu exercise the same powers under the 
existing laws, namoly, the Riot A«t, and a statute or Henry 
IV. which had been alluded to by. the judge (the late Lord 
Mansfield!) on the trial of Lord George Gordon,^ Withoat in- 
sisting, for the present, on ,the illiberality of the suggestion, its 
inconsistency was.gtaring, and it might be proper to candd^ 
ill aoolher point, of view, how, a meeting conrened by a. sheriff 
conltt be cfltcemed a meeting held only by permission c^'bis 
Majesty's ministers. That sherifis were appelated bji hii Ma^ 
jesty, from lists Inade out by the judges of .assize, of tfae per- 
sons most capable of serving that office, was certainly true. 
Although theofficc of sheriff was an officeof dignity and honour, 
were he to ask, whether his Majesty, in conferring it, beitowed 
a favour which tailed for any great gralitade on the part of tbe 
receiver, he beticTed that in most instances he should be an^ 
Ewered in the. DcgaUvB, Added to thb, when the appmibnait 
. was once conferral, the k^ug had no power to removo tfae p«w 
• BOQ appointed sheriff; and apoa tlie whole, there was scarcely. . 
any a&ca which was attended with a. greater d^ree of inde- 
pendence. Other magistrates who exercised offices fov which^ 
as all our law. writers declared tfae aation was indebted to them; 
and wh«, in the service, of their country, erery day exposed 
thppiseUes to insults and dangers^ he could not but lament that 
any professional gentleman should be found to speak of them 
with such undeserved indignity. It well merited the close 
examination ~ot gentlemen, to what extent, and to what' ex> . 
tent only, the pow^s of ma^strates under the preseot bill, 
went to prevent meetings, if thar designs seemed calculated -to 
obtain redress through any other medium than the legialatwe, 
and to disperse them, if th« magistrates were of opinion, thftt 
tlie proceedings held, or the speeches delivered at any meeting 
had an illegal tendency. In fiaa, the eole object of the bill yu, 



cv Google 



1795] PARLIAMENTARt SPEECHES. ItS 

tbat the people slioald look to parlUmeot, Mai to parliament 
alone, for the redress of lucb giienacei u they might tutre to 
compUin of, with a confident reliance of relief bang afforded 
them, if their complaints should be well founded and practically 
remediable. That it should be understood that the conditloa 
of DO man was so abject, bat hs could fiid a legal means of 
brioging his grieranccs before his representatiree in parliatDent, 
ood subject them to Qtai consideratioa ; but that he would 
not leave a door open, through which a torrent might rush in, 
and overwhelm the constitntion. It behoved them to take care ' 
that menaces were not coQTeyed to parliament under the pretext 
of petitions^ and that they were not made the vehicles of indirect 
UbelB, fabricated at meetings convened under the pretence of 
rery different objects, fay men whose real purpose it was to 
undermine and subvert the constitution. 

Mr. Htt concluded by saying, that, upon the whole, % juit 
comparison ought to be made between the evils that mig^t fol- 
Wfrom this bill, and Qte dangers'that might arise, Veretihe' 
house to reject it. The baloniie bdng struck on this alternOo 
live, the nest question was, whether it was not necessaiy that the 
people should know it was to parliament alone that titey must 
look for any alteration of tbe lai^, and that, whm thrir grie* 
Tances were known and stated, they would not look to ^arlli^ 
ment in vain for redress. The bouse and the public were equally 
interested ia this bill, and so was every class of the people, 09 
fair And constitntional petitioners ; it'therefore only ronained 
for gentlemen Jo decide whether tiiey did thdr duty best for tht 
interest of thdr constituents or not, by entertaining or ntje^t- 
'iog a bill founded on such principles. 

The qantioD was carried, • 

For the lenxid reading of the bill ....... aij 
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November 23^ 1795. 

Ml. Pitt having rhoved, diat the order of [he day, fiir ^ing into > cotn- 
tni'lee on the bill for ihe better lecdritj of bis MajeslT') prr«a and govern' 
merit agaiai^t ireasonable and lediiioiu practices, ibcnild be postponed till 
. Wednesday, 

' Mr. fox took thii oceasion to expr»s in very forcible lulgaagc hi< reprabaL- 
tion of t}ie hil!> ihrn pi^ung through parlbinent, [ibe bill for more effectually 
preveqting seditiout meeting vas at thU time in its progress through tlic 
41ouic] asscrtioK that he conreivett them to be a repeal of the bill of rigbti, 
and at tending to the sBbveisiaD .of the cooitilution. '* If," laid be, ** I am 
■skcd hon tbey are to be resisted, in ibe preient instance, I will lay by 
peaceable means, by petilion, by rcmoDMrauce; but if they have once passed 
into law, and 1 an> then ulced hov tbey are to be resibled, I will thca answer, 
that it is no longer a queslion of morality and duty, but of prudence. I affirm, 
that no attack whiih the unfortunate family of Stuart made upon the Ubei^ 
ties of the coimtiy wa« more alarming and atrocious than that which is in- 
tended by the present billa. 1 know that by this declantioo of leoti- 
tnent, I shall nihject m;fu1f to mitcongtructloni, but I am prepared to brave 
them in the discharge of my duty. I again repeat, that if the people qf 
England submit to these billi, I raaj still retain my partiality for my coun- 
trymeni [ shall Wish them all happiness, ^niiitcnl with such an abject slate 
oF mind — but I can no longer be aproGt»ble servant to the public." Mr, Pox 
coocluded by moving, that the cammlttec on the hills should be poKpoiied tilt 
that day se'nnitht 

Mr, I'iTT : — 1 do not rise, Kr, to ar^ue the tendency of these 
bills. ] do not rise to s[)eak to the question of delay; thathos 
already been fully discussed. Nor do I rise to follow the right 
honourable gentleman * through the whole of his speech. But 
there arc some passages in it which, consistently with my duty as 
a member of parliament, with my feelings as a man, with my at- 
tachment to my sovereign, and my veneration for (he constltntioB, 
1 cannot huar, without instantly eipressing my horror and 
Indignarion at them. The right honourable genllcman has 
madt: a bold, broad, and unqualified declaration, that if his ar. 
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fumeats Jmd IiU measnres do libt prercnt- the passing; of lh« 
bilk, which a great majori^ of this house conceive to be ntve*- 
sary for the .security of the penon of the soTercign, and the 
preserratioii of the rights of the people, he will then have re- 
coarse t(t different means of opposition. Ife has avowed hit 
iotmlioD of setting up his own ai^nments in opposition to the 
authority of the legislature. He has said, that Jf he is asked his 
advice, he will pot the propriety of resistance only on the ques- 
tion of prudence; — witliout adrerting whether the conspqiicn. 
ces of this adfiee way be folloiced by the penalties of treason, 
and the danger of convulsion, tiius openly advising an appeal to 
the sword, which must either consign ifs authors to the len- 
geaace of the violated law, or Involve the country in anarchy 
and bloodshed. The dght honourable gentleman has taken 
-carenot to be misstated : happily for the country, this decta- 
ntion of his principles is too dear to admit of a doubt. With all 
the horror that I feel at such language, I am glad however the 
light honourable gentleman has been so unreserved and explicit. 
The house and the country will judge of that gentleman's con- 
duct from his own- language ; they will see the eitent of his ve> 
nexation for the constitution, and of bis respect for parliament^ 
when, in violation' of his duty, in defiance of legal puniihmcnt, 
be can bring hiipsclf to utter such sentiments. I am glad the 
right honourable gentleman has made that avoval, because T 
hope that it ifill vara all the true friends of the constitution to 
rally round it for it« defence. 

' I will not enter into a dtscusHon of the "abs trap t right of re^ 
sistance, or what degree of oppression on the part of the ^o- 
remment, would set the' people free from their allegiance. }, 
will only c^l to the recollection of those who hear idc, (hat the 
principle of these bills, upon which the right honourable gen- 
tleman has ventured such language, has met wiih the approbation 
Dfatarge majority of the bouse, and I trust tliat majority have~ 
not forgot what is due to themselves and their country. 1 hope 
they will shew the right honourable gentleman, that they liav« ' 
uQt lost the spirit of their ancestors, which has been so frt). 
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ftiatlj referred to ; and that i/ they are driven by treason to 
the hard necesiity of defending the constitution by force, ^9-t 
fliey will act with that irresistible energy, which such a crime 
mast necesBarily excite in a loyal asfieotbly. The power of t^e 
' law of England, I trust, will be anfficlent to defeat jbejnachinB. 
tions of aH who risk such dangeroua doctrines, and tp puni^ 
treason wl^ererer it may be found. Let me UHl the right honour^ 
able gentleman, therefore, that if our sense of pot^c duty in- 
duces us to haye recourse to those measures, we Will ^ot suSbr 
Duneltes to be intimidated by his pienaces. If we feel it in* 
Cnmbent upon us to cuact laws suUed to tJie emergency of the 
times, we shall sot be wanting to ourselves in the energy which 
may be' required to enforce those Iaw3 ; and whatever atttimpt^ 
may be made to resist UieJr operation, we trust, that the power 
of the laws themselves will be found amply sufficient to defeat 
audi attempts- 
Mr. Foi rose to eipliin;— •" 1 rise to re-stste tnj expression, but not to 
retract one word of trhat I have laid. Let the wotdi be taken down at the- 
Uble. — Thcf express the KQtiments of an- haDctC Engiishnuini tbe; ifE 
tboK EentimeoCs for which out foreEithcK shed, their blood, aqdupoa nbicb 
the revolucko was founded : l)ut let pie not be miacaliqi. The ease I puf 
wu, that these bills might be passed by a corrupt majaritjr of parlt^menl, 
contrary to the opinion and s:ntimeiits of ihe great body of the nation. 
If the majority of the people approve of tbei^e bills, I will cot be the person 
to influne their minds, and stu' them tip to rebellion ; but if, in the gcoerat 
c^mioii of the country, it it conceived, that thene bills attack the flmda- 
ttentaJ jninciples of our constitutioii, I theiL maioUini that the propriety 
pfrrnttaoc*, iaitead of remiicing aoy longer aqtieatipn of morality, will 
become merely a question of pnidepce. I nay be lold that these are strong 
wards: but strong measures require slnillg words. I viU not pubniit to ' 
arbitrary power, wMIe there remains any ahemativc to vindicate my 
freediHni" 

The House negatived Mr. Foi't amendment wiihoot a division. 
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December 10, 1795. 

The drdetof die da; being mated, tor dietlurd reading of the bill for the 
bectw •eoBitjr of hit Majcatf's penpn and sdveremem agumt treatmndile 
mmA seditioBi practices, 

Ur, Pitt rose at loon as Mr, Fox had sfoVea : 

After &e ranxiy important disciinlons, irlucfi Tor somp days 
■past haTe mcceasWelj engaged yoor attentton, it'would ilt ba- 
comemeto OGCupymiicfa of J'OHr time at this adTanced period 
of tlie debate ; but haTing had so lar^e a share in bringiAg fo't- 
vard tiiese bills, k is secessiiry that I shotild shortly Advert to 
tile arguments adtauced against them by gentlemen on the othet 
iidt. And first, I will take notice of the gener^ objections^ 
before I enter into the detail of the measures, 

"iHiere b one circnnutance, in vhtch I agree nitfa the right ho- 
nourable j^ntleman vho has just sat down, that these bills form 
An important crisis ia the history of this country. The crisis b not 
less important than whether the king, lords, and commons^ in. 
Tested with the constitntlonal power of tiie couhfry, and actlirg 
Tor the protection of the whole, shall unite to repel the attacks 
of those, who hive proclaimed thcmselret the Cnemirs of the 
ConsOtntion, and vho irow, under the pretence of csercising its 
priviieges, are busied in carrying on the hostile designs which 
fprmerly they openly avowed, and which they have never since 
abandoned. There are two reasons from which I am apt t(t 
thinlc that this crisis is determined. On this day a boldness of 
language and vehemence of assertion have been employed I'ti 
arraigning the trills, wluch go beyond the bounds of parliameu. 
tary .usage, and almost beyond the expressioas of. the lilnglieh 
language. One gentleman*, in a speech apparently studied, 
with a great deal of prepared and elaborate attack, has called 
these, infernal bilhy and has used terms which, if muant.to cha- 

•Mr.Jekyll. 
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racterise Aose bills, were too hyperbolical for the eflusioM of 
practical ezaggeratioD. Another honourable gentleman*, vha 
has always been the champion exclusirely of the democratic part 
of the British congtitation^ has said, that if he was by' rank «d. 
titled to demand an audience, he would beaeedi the Idng to tsx. 
ert that power rested in him by the constitution, of pnttin| Us 
negatire on these bills. What ! does the honourable gentleman ' 
think, it would be de-corons in a grare hereditary coansellor of 
tha crown, to go to his M^*^*}* wl,th his advice to ^ject these 
bills, which are to ba offered to him by the other two branches 
of the legislature, as a testimony of their concern for the safety 
of his royal person, and which comprehend a eajulary enactment 
- in support of ihar own constitutioDal rights i That hoDourahlc 
gentleman has gone so far as to say, that snch a counsellor wonld 
recdve .immortal honour by such advice. The right honourable 
gentleman who spoke lastf) waujd advise his Majes^ not to put 
his negative on the bills, but immediately to dissolve his parlia- ' 
ment, which he said was his constitutional right. It certainly 
is part of the power and prerogative of the crown, to dissolve . 
tiie parliament : but there has been a time when that right ho- 
noorable gentleman was not quite so well convincod that >ncb 
dissolution was an uoquestinnable ezercis.e of a just pren^tive ; 
On the contrary, when the loud voice of the pfople was heard 
from all quarters, about twelve years ago, ^goli^t a particular 
public measure, that honourable gentleman not only questioned 
the constitutional right to dissolve in such circumstances, bat 
branded the dissolution which took place, as perfectly nnconsti* 
tutional. If his Majesty shquld have adviwrstbat wquld give 
■ such counsel, . I shall only say, that they will not be those, who 
are in the habit of giving his Majesty ^ticc, and are retponsible 
forflfc advice they give. 

A strong proof to me that the crisis to which I have referred 
is determined, is the diHereot language which I now.findtobe 
held by the right honourable gentleman f. He has no longer 

• Mi. Sheridu. f Mr. Foi. 
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■nj kopes to pretent the billi from being enacted, but he trails 
to the peoiAe in order to hmn them speedily repealed. I am 
glad to find that the right honoarable gentjemui is became lo 
far ■ convert to the system of moderation, that he looks to 
see how maaj he can bring' to concar with him in endeaToiiring 
to procnre the repeal of the bilb,- if they ahould pass into 
laws, andnotwlth how many he may thing it prndeat to re- 
^t thmr operation. I am glad to find that this doctrine of 
resistabce, on which so mnch stress was Imd in an earlier stage 
ot the tmriness, is not at this time uppermost in thfi mind of 
the right honourable gentleman. 1 trust that die avowal and 
justification of this doctrine will not sink, deeper in the minds 
of any part of the community, and produce that impression 
which such a principle is calculated to make on violent and un- 
enlightened minds. Should thdt ignorance be misled and their 
pasrions in&omed, dreadful indeed may he the coase4aences 
on tbdr futnrs conduct. I trust that the danger incuired 
to the public peace, will operate as a waning to prevent gen. 
tlemm from rashly and hastily broaching doctrines in the 
heat of d^Mte, wluch may produce the most pernicious effects 
on the minds of others, long after thdr better judgment and 
more matnre deliberation have eradicated them from their own. 

Having noticed these general tiipics, I proceed now more 
particularly to consider the nature of the present bill. The sub- 
ject resolves itself into two points. I shall first advert to that 
part of the bill, which afiiscts the existing law of treason ; and 
secondly, to the particular species of misdemeanonr to whidi the 
bill is calculated to apply. First, tiie bill makes a conspiracy 
to do any thing that may tend to the king's death, to maim 
or to do him any species of bodily injury, to restrain andim- 
prison his person, or to sfek to make him alter, by force, the 
measures of his government, a substantive treason. These by 
tiie statute of the SSth of Edward III. are only made overt 
acts, of compassing and imagining the king's death. By the 
present bUl they are made direct and substantive treasons. 
By the other part of the bill It is made treason to levy war, 
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to oTeiuire the logblatBre. The right lioitotwable ^ t n tieinttn 
lias asked, might iii>t the people attempt to itAmeat* tbe do. 
cteian at the I^shiturefey the force of opinion, iiy the vto>- 
lenee of prayer i He for^ts that the bSI does not preclade tfeto 
pmple froai any peaceaUe aad legal mode of bringSog for- 
ward their opioioD, in order to influence the sentJBteMts 4>t 
He legislatuK ; that it d mm not iatarfere M4th their t%ht, wr 
frenat them from cariying to th^ repreMntatiret, in decent 
and ordoriy langnage, their sense of pnbUc newnrei. The 
treason described by Ae bill attunes only to those who levy- 
war ki order to OTerawe the legMatere. Will the hoBowr. 
able gentleman contend, tliat lerying war hei any comexton 
with that mode of expressing opinioa, which is intended to 
inSuence the proceedings of a l^alafive body? The right 
hononraUe gentleman objects to the preamble, wliich, by tte 
by, he seems not to haTe read.— jldr. Fu wipressed some 
indignation at this diargo.] I do not mean, tb^t Hie rigbt bo. 
jionrable gentleman ought to ha*e read the preamiile as part of 
his speech ; but nndonbtedly he seems not to have atlmded 
to the latter part of that preamble. He said, that he liked 
po preamble, which did not state trath. He ^rmed, that 
the preamble made the attaclc on his Majesty the foundation 
of the bill, and contended, that diough the bill parported to 
be for the security of his Majesty's person, and the prcserTa- 
don of his gaiernment, it did not, in fact, tend to gire to 
either any additional security. If the right honooraMe gentle. 
man had gone farther, and read the latter part of the pream- 
ble, he would hare found, that it was not so narrowed and 
confined as he has described ; that It stated not only the attack 
on his Majesty, as the ground of the bill, but also the ^'ditioos 
speeches and pnblicatinns of eril^dlsposcd persons. 

In opposition to the right honourable gont^man, 1 maintain, 
that the protisions of the bill are calculated to give greatn Sccn< 
rity to his Majesty's person andgoTomment, and that the grounds 
stated in the preamble, are commensurate to all 6>e ebjeCtS 
which the bill has in view. In all limes, when the perstm of 
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the soTereign liaa been loppoKd to be eBdangered, a Uw of 
thii nature hu beea passed. We are not now, fur the first 
time, bringing forward a speculatiTe act, of the probable coii« 
scqaences of wbich we cannot pretend to judge, but we are 
copyii^ &e wisdom of onr ancestors — we are adopting the sa. 
iDtsrjr precantionB of former times. Acts, of which thb Isa 
transcript, were passed in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth, and of 
Charles the Second.' Elisabeth hks been reproached as an ar- 
bitrary .princess. It Is certain that her life was threatened from 
D|anf quarters. But bow far is the charge that this act is a 
vwk and inelficieDt measure, consistent with the description 
which bos been given of her character? If she was -an arbitrarj 
princen, Usurdy is not likely, that whore her own preserra- 
tion was concerned, she should adopt measures inadequate to 
the purpose. The parliament of Charles the Second has been 
accused with making many sacri&coB to the throne. It is not, 
therefore, probable, that in the excess of their loyalty, and the 
saperabnndance of their zeal, they should have neglected to 
put a. Sufficient guard around the king's person. Thus does 
the reasoning of those gentlemen, so far at least as concerns 
the efficacy of the measure, retort upon themselres. Such 
laws baring passed in different periods of our history, and har- 
Ing in no instance been found insufficient, we have a strong 
and well-grounded presumption that they are well calculated 
to afford security to the person of the soverdgn. They apply 
directly the penalties of treason (o that species of offence against 
the person of the sovereign, to which, before, they could only 
hare curcuitonsly been brought to attach. They constitute 
subslanliTe treasons, acts which before could only hare been 
brought to prore the criminal intention. But an instance yet 
fresh in our memories, and which made too deep an imprcs. 
sian on the bouse (o be easily foi^ottcn, will best illustrate 
the proposition. Supposing the person who threw the stone at 
his Majesty, on his way to pailiament, to hare be^i discorered 
and brought to trial, he would not have wanted an able and 
eloqueat advocate to hate pleaded, " that by throwing the stone 
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he had no intention of lerionsly injuring the penon of the so* 
Yereign ; that he ^as actuated hj no deliberate, malicious pur- 
pose; that he was oarri^ Away fay the impulse of the moment; 
that he meant, by throwing the stone, only to mark more 
strongly that sentiment of indignity to his M^esty^ whi^ el- 
icited the clamouTi of disapjurobation amqng th^ su^f^un^ng 
ronltilnde, ai^d to express his own feelings of resen^ent from 
the continuance of the war.'' It is possible (I do not say (hat 
it would be justiQe4 by the sound construction of the law) even 
that such a defence, dressed up with ingenoity^ ^nd enforce^ 
with the eloqnenoe with which it would not fail to be, supported 
might induce 4n honest jury to proDounce a Terdict of acquittal. 
The intentioQ of this bill is to cut qIT (he possibility of such 
a defence I>eing made in extenuation of ench an act, to remore 
from the offender all hopes of escape by subterfage t\nd eva. 
sipn, and b^ making the retnedy more simple, t(t diminish the 
duiger. . 

But it was said, why not make ^ new declaratory law? It 
was necessary that the present should be an enacting apd not a 
decla^ratory law, because it only made that which was already 
treason by the statnte of the 25th of Edward III. treason nn', 
der another branch, and to be laid in a different manner in the 
indictment. A^ to the present bill making new treasons, which 
were not before known to the law of England, in con(radic> 
tion to so injurious an assertion let me refer to the most grare 
and respectable authorities, to the writings of Lord Hale, and 
Sir Matthew Foster. These learned and venerable judges hare 
given a history of the different statutes of treason, accam|>anied 
with thdr own comments. The object of the present bill is 
clearly to define the true moaning of the old law, which is now 
only to be drawn out of a long series of judicial expositions. 
Itis In order'to guard against all ambiguous and doubtful in- 
terpretation, at a time when it may be necessary to proride 
agUDst a positiTe and immedia^ danger. Must not such be 
felt.to be the case, when a daring attack has so recently been 
made on the person of his Majnty^ and when the instance of 
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the prcrise danger against which the bill is directed, has hap- 
pened under our own ej^rt, and at the doar of parliament ? 
The bill -also makes an attempt If orerawe the It^slatare, high 
treason. Is it necesiarj by any long deduction of argument to 
prove the necessity of such a precautionUa moment, when there 
Mist societies hostile to the anthprity and existence of parlia. 
mentj Those societies, meeting under tlie . tpecious pretext of 
parllani'niary reform, and the right of petitioning, hare em- 
ployed a language which safEcieotly shews hpw far these were 
their real objects. They declared that tlie fire hundred and 
fifty -eight gcntlemcB of St. Stephen'*' ohapd may go abost their 
business. They tuok every opportunity to *iUfy the character of- 
the legislatlTe body, ta expren thdr contempti-of its authority 
and to shew how much tiiey were disposed to ninrp its func- 
tion), and, if jiotaible, to annihilate its existence. 

The right bonoaratole gentleman baa dealt much in general 
topics of declamation. He raid that he had never found that 
the lives of princes had been safe in proportion to the sangui. 
nary laws and the severe punishments which had been instituted 
for their protection, I mnst remark, that the present ia no 
new sanguinary law, that it creates no extraordiBary severfty 
of punishment. If fbe right honourable gentleman thinks that 
the puson of the sovereign is not rendered safer by the pu- 
ntshmcntfl which the law has devised for his protection, this 
argument goes to repeal all the existing laws of treason. Bit 
be chooses to appeal to the testimony of experience, and to 
the example of fanner periods of the history of this coaafry. 
He asks whether, notwithstanding the excessive loyalty of the 
^Hwliament, and the extreme vigour of the laws, there were not 
some real plots in the reign of Charles the Second, besldia the sham 
plots that were brought forward to serve a particular purpose i 
That in the course -of that reign the parliament made many 
shameful coocessitms, I am ready to admit ; but I can by no 
meaas allow that it was a blind indiscrlminatiog spirit of devo. 
don to the monarch which gave rise to tiie act, of which this 
Mil is the counterpart. Neither can I aUow that these persons • 
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- vho were cancemcd in efi^ting the restoration, le(% principles 
altf^ether oat of their view, thoi^h, paiiaps, &ey neglected to 
employ some prec&ntionswtiichjt wonid have been wiseandpro. 
per tu have adopted. In order to prove that some regard was had 
to principles in the act of the restoration, it is only necessary to 
refer to the history of the times, and to the persons concerned 
in that event. Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, and those who were 
connected with him, were not- men entirely inditferent abont 
the Englbh constitntion, or likely to be parties in a transac- 
tion, where its principles were entirely left out of contempla- 
tion. But with respect to this particular act, we have the sanc- 
tion of the venerable name of Serjeant Majoard, who was one 
of the persons then employed in framing the bill for the tecnritj 
of bis Majesty's person. Immediately after the restoration, 
this truly constitutional lawyer said, " Tbat except for that 
event he had been on the ere not only of xurviring lawyers, 
but the laws." — [Mr. Pitt was reminded thftt these words were > 
■poken not after the restoration, bat after the rerolutian] — I ad- 
rait my error — these words were spoken after the revolution ;- 
and if it likely that the venerable person, who, dnring the 
coitrse of a long and honourable life, had preserved his attache ' 
meat to the constitution, should have so entirely foi^ottea its ' 
ipirit, or departed from its principlea in framing th^t bill, 
so'freqaejntly referred to in tlie discussion? Bnt I will ask 
th^ right honourable gentleman, does he attribute the plots 
in the time of Charles the. Second, to the adoption' of new 
laws, and the uausual severity of punishmranlsj or does he not 
rather attribute them to the repeated bread^es of law commit, 
ted by that monarch, and to the attempts which he made, at 
.different periods of his reign, to govern without & pariiamcnt? 
'Among his other ailnsions to history, the right honourable geii^ 
tlcman refers to the rcngn of Robespierre. Ho asks, wtiether 
that tyrant derived any security from the system of terror' 
which he employed as the engine of his -government, and vhicb' 
he supported by a large military force ? I appeal to the bMise, 
how far this allusion can, with any propriety, apply to the pre- 
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seat discofsion > I appeal to the hi>aK, how far the question— 
whether a lawless, waatoo, and barbarous Bystem of proacrip- 
tion and carnage, is calculated to afford security to the tyranny 
from which it originates ? — can pomibly bear a comparison widi 
the effect of those regulations^ which we are now employed in - 
enacting for II|6 security of his Majesty's penon, who is the 
object of the afl'i.'Ctions of hii people, and for the preserra. 
tion of that gaveinmeat, which ii the host pledge for thdr~ hap. 
piness? 

I Shalt BOW very shortiy advert to the second part of the 
bill, which rektes to misdemeanours. The first question is, 
whether,, in any possible case of misdemeanonr, transportation 
is a punishment which ought to be left to the discretionof the 
cQsrt? Misdemaaoours ara undoubtedly of very different sorts, 
and unlcBB they can be muked out and gradnated by some scale 
of legisl&tife regulation, It is nBeessa.y, that, in adjosthig tba 
pumshment, something should be left to discretion. The rals. 
demeanours againstwhich the preaent bill is directed, are of the 
most serious description. They are those offences which are 
productiTe of the worst consequences, which militate ag^st' 
the wdfare of the whole community, which are calculated to 
disturb the order, and interrupt the tranquUlity of society. If 
we look to the ordinary operation of htw, and compare th«- 
species of misdemeanonrs described in this lull, with other 
ofiences which are at presoit punishable with transportation, I 
^ipeal to Rehouse whether those- oHences, dther in point of 
moral gnilt, orof-pablic danger, are to be compared to tka 
acts against whidi 'this bill is calculated to guard. Thei^ht 
hononrable gentleman has descanted on the hardship of the 
sentence of traasportation, aad talked of the compassion dae 
tor. individuals, who, from haviBg been ]daced in a better situa. 
tioa of life, had been doomed to experi«ice its rigours. That 
it is a Msitcncfl at all times serere in its operation I canuot but 
admit; and that it becomes more pMuliarly so when the pcr- 
WB who is its object, hat been placed in a respectable and 
coaifortable ritnatioB. That sucb-a person sfaoald be compelled 
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to abandon the Society to which he had been accnstomed, 
for companions of a rcrj different deacriptloa ; that he should 
'be doomed to relinquish his naliTe land, and the comforts of 
hb sitnation, and condemned to associate with the rndest and 
vilest of mankind, is a consideration which mast naturally 
impress ererj'^ind with compassion. Bat while we feel com- 
passion for tbs indiTidual, we mnst recollect, that, as I^sla- 
tors, there is a duty which we owe to the public paramount to 
every other cunsidemtioD. We must recollect, that if tfie pu- 
nishment rises in proportion to the situation wbicb the indiTi. 
daal held in sodety, and that if onr pity is more strongly ex. 
cited from the consideration of these advantages he has for- 
feited, so also Is the enormia of the erime aggravated by the 
wime consideration ; and he who, bang placed in a respectable 
and conffortable situation, subjects himself to the penalties of 
law, wanting the temptation to err, wants also the apology for 
thence. If the ignorant and unenlightened individual, the 
blind ' and deluded instrument, is doomed to punishment for 
the crime which, from the instruction or the example of others, 
be has karned to r^rd as a virtue, with what sentiments mnst 
we look to file master- workman, who perverts the adrantages 
of education, abuses the talents of nature, and employs the 
very distinctions which be derives from the present order of 
society, as means of attack ngunst the existence of sodety iU 
self? I have only to call upon the house, to consider what it ' 
the description of ofience agunst which the poiushmeat b 
directed. It is not to apply twice to the offence that may 
have previously been committed, hut to the second instance of 
offence after conviction. An objection was sfarted, that the 
sjMcies of crimes comprehended under the present bill, was of 
a description, of the nature of which It was not within the pro- 
vince of a jury to judge. My honourable friend (the attom<7- 
general) has stated t^Ue house what is his own practice. He 
has always left to the jnry to decide, whether the ianocent 
canse assigned was the real motive of the action : but in statlhg 
this, ho stated &ot.only that mode of practice which is confono* 



.:?:i;, Google- 



179S.2 PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. . ISB 

able to the liberality of his own teatimeoti, but which is tuUi. 
lioned by the liberal ipirit of the lawi of England. There is 
no l^al pririlege which may not be made the pretext to cover 
• the most illegal actioni. I muit particularly remark, In order 
to obriate miirepresentation, that nothing is made A crime by tlie 
present bill which wa* not before criminal, and subjected to a 
Kfaepnnishmeotby the common law of England. 

After what I have already said, I hare nothing farther to add, 
u I concdre the present bill to be sopported on the plaioest 
and simpleit gronadi on which any legialatire prorlrioD was erot 
offered to tbe.honM. 

Tht IhU wai afterwudi nad a thiid time uid faMcdi 



February 12. 1796. 

iSt. VUtbrad hnJDg moved the sccsnd ntding of the hthovren* Vtga 
biU, ani the motioti bciog Mcended by Mr. Hooerwocid, 

Ma. Pitt said, that got obserrihg that gentlemen were pre« 
pared to deliTcr tfa^ sentiments on the present bill, &e conld 
not give a silent vote upon a question of so mnch Importance, 
and at the same time of so mnch delicacy. In the iaterral 
which had taken place since the first reading of the bill, he had 
'paid considerable attention to the subject, and cndrAtonred to 
collect informatioa from the l>est soarces to which he had ac- 
cess The eril was certainly of snch a nature as to render it of 
importance to find out a proper remedy; but the natpre of tb« 
remedy involred discussions of snch a delicate and intricate 
nature, that none shoold be adopted widiont being matifrely 
Weighed. The present litnation of the l&bonring poor in this 
country, was certainly not such as could be wished, qpon any 
prbd[de, cither of humanity, or policy. That class had of late 
been exposed to hardships which they all concurred in lament- 
ing, and were equally actuated hy a desire. t0 rtmoTf. tit 
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wonid not an;ae haw far the comparison of the state of the b- 
bourer, relieved as it had been hy n diaplaf of beQeficeoce never 
ga^passed at any period, with the state ot thii cidis of the com- 
munity in former times, wU jiist, though he was continced 
that the representations were exaggerated. At any i'ate, the 
comparisohs were not accurate, becaate they did riot embrace 
a comprehensiTe Tiew of the relative situations, lie gave the 
honourable gentleman * ample credit for his good intentions in 
bringing the present bUl into parliament, though lie was afrud 
that its proTisionS were siiph as it would be impolitic, upon the 
whole, to adopt; and though they were adopted, he belict^ 
< that they wonld be found to be inadequate to the purposes whidi 
they proposed. 

The authority of a very eminent calculator, Dr. Price, had 
been adduced to shew the great advance that had taken place on 
every article of subsistence, compared with the slow increase of 
the wages of labour. But the statement of Dr. Price was erro- 
neous, ds he compared the earnings of the labourer at the period 
when the cdmparison is instituted, with the price of provbions, and 
the earnings of t'le labourer at the present day, with the price of 
the same articles^ without adverting to the change of clrcum- 
stancei, and to the difference of provisions. Corn, which wa( 
then almost the only food of the labourer, was how supplied by 
cheaper substitutions, and it was unfair to concliide that the 
wages of labour were so far from keeping pace with the price of 
provisions, because they could no longer purchase the same qnan- 
tity of an article, for which the labourer bad no longer the same 
demand. The simple question now to be considered was, wlw- 
tlicr the remedy for the evil, which waS admitted iti a certain er- 
tent to exist, was to be obtained by giving to the justices th^ 
power to regulate the price of labour, and by endeavodririg td 
establish by authority, what would be inuch better acconiilislicd 
by fhe unassisted operation of principles ? 

It was unnecessary to argue the general expediency of any 
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If^UtiVeinterference, as the principlei had beea' perfectlf re- 
cogniied by the honourable geDtlemao himself. The most cele- 
brated writefs upon political economy, and tjje expericDce of 
those states where Mts had flourished the most, bore ample 
testimony of their truth. They had only to inqaire, therefore, 
whether the present case was strong enough for the exception, 
and whether the means proposed were Suited to the object iu- 
teiidedf The hoaourable gen UcmaQ imagined that he had on 
hb side of the question the support of experience in this coun. 
try, and appealed to certain laws upon the statute book, in 
confirmation of hit proposition. He did not find himself .called 
upon to defend the principle of these statutes, but they were 
certainly introduced for purposes widely different from the ob- 
ject of the present bill. They were enacted to guard the la-. 
dastry of die country from being checked by a general combU 
nation among labourers ; and the bill uow under consideration^ 
was introduced solely for the purpose of remedying the inconve- 
nieacea which labourers sustain 'from (be disproportion existing; 
between the price of labour, and the price of llTing. 

He had the satisfaction to hear the honourable gentleman ac. 
knowledge, that if the pjice of labour could be made to find its 
own level, it would be mach more desirable than to assess it by 
arbitrary statute, which in the execution was liable to abus? on • 
the one hand, and injfficacy on the other. If the remedy su«. 
Ceeded according to the most sanguine eapectations, it onl]^ 
established what would have been better effected by principle ; 
and if it failed, on the one hand it might produce the severest 
oppression, artd on the other encourage the most profligate idle- 
ness and extraTagancc. Was it not better for the house then to 
' consider the operation of general principles, and rely upon the 
effects of their.uucon fined exercise? Was it not wiser to reflect , 
what remedy might be adopt«l, at once more general in its 
prindples, and more' comprtshensiie in its object, less excep. 
lionable in its example, and less dangerous in its applicatiun ? 
They should Jook to the instances where intuference Jiad shack, 
hd industry, and where the best intention^ LaTC ofien produced 
K 2 
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■ ' the most pernicious efiectl. It wa? Indeed the noit absurd U- 
gotrj in asserting the general principle, ta evclade the exception ; 
bnt trade, industry, and Wter would alwa^ find tiidr own 
levd, and tfe impeded by regnlatiods which violated dwir na. 
tural opeisticni, tend, deranged ihnrpropef^eet. nis being 
granted, Hien, he ap;pealed to the jadgme&t of the faftute, whe- 
Iber it was better to refer the natter entirely to the discretion 
of a tnagistrate, or \a endearont to find oat the canses of Ae 
etil, and by removiiig the causes, \a apply a ngnedy mome^ti- 

'lable in tts_ pnirciple, more easy in the exeention, more ef- 
fectnd la its operaticnu, in fine, more consonant to every 
maXiBi 6f sonod and rational poQcy. Tbe evil, in his of^toa, 
Originated, in a great measure, in Oe abuses wbioh had cre|n 

'into the poor.lair8 of this- country, Snd Ae ctHnpHcated mode 

' of iexecuting them. The poor-taws of tUa country, however , 
-wise tn thdr ori^oad tnstitufion, bad contribnted to fetter the 
drciriation of labotfr, and to mlsfitate a system of abases. In 
room of the evils whllh th^ hnrnnely meant to repress, and 
^xy engrafdng upon a defective plan, defective remedies produc- 
'«d nothing bat confusion and disorder. The laws of settle.' 

' ments prevented the workman from gt^ to that market where 
be conld dispose of Ids industry to the greater advantage, and 
the tapitaiist, from employii^ the person who was qualiSed 
foprocurehimtfaelitestrettiriu for his advances. These laws had 

-at once increased Oe burdens of die poor, aad taken from tho 
collective resources of the state, to supply wants which tbdr 

'. Iteration had occasioned, and to alleviate a poverty which 
' 'StiKj tended to perpetuate. Such were the, institutioiB whi^ 
KBisguided benevolent^ had introduced, and, with sudi warninga 
to deter, It would IK wise to disfntst a simHar mode of conduct, 
and to endeavour to discover remedies of a difierent nature. 
The country had not yet experienced the full bcr|^t of the 
laws that had already been passed, to correct the errors which ha 
had explained. 

From the atlration he had bestowed vp<A the subject, and 
from the inquiries be had been abte'to make tA others, he WW 
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disposed ti> t&ink we had not gone jut tut enoa^, and to anter> 
tain an opinion tliat many adtautsgM migbt be denTodf and 
much of the eril now complained of renoTedj by to erteniioa 
of tboM reformations in the poor.laws whieh had been begns. 
The raeouragemeot of friendly soetetiea wonld ewitrttwte to il. 
leviate that immense charge with which the pnUic wu loaded 
in the aupport of the poor, and prori^a by stringi of indoitrf 
fi>r the comfort of distress. £fow the parish offiaer CAiUl not 
iremove the workman, ;nerely because he apprdieBded he might 
.be burdenstme, bat it was necewary that he shonld be actnally 
chxi^cable. Bnt from the pressure .of a tmparary distress, 
might- the iadustrioni mecbaoic be transported tram the place 
where his eifertions could be useful to himself tad his family, to 
a- quarter where he would become a burden witboat the capacily 
<tt being even able to provide for himself. To remedy such a 
^reat striking grievance, tbg laws of settlement ought to lUt 
flergo a radical omondment, qe contnured, that to promoto 
tiie free cirfwlation of labour, to remove the obsUeles by which 
industry is prohibited from availing itsdf of its nsouicei, would 
go far to remedy the evils, and dimil^di tl^ necflMity of ap* 
plying for relief to the poor's rates. InlheepiirBe of * feir 
years, this freedom, from the vex^ous ^tnil)j irhMi the htwi ^ 
imposed, would supersede the «ri>ject of their intlitationa. fUtt '' 
sdvaatagea would be widely diffiue^g the weuUh of the nalioa 
would be increased, the poor mat^ Tesdered BOt only more 
eosofartable but more Tirtuous, and ^e weight pt pt^r*! ratal} 
with which the Uodedl.intmit |s loaded, grally diminiibed. 
fie sboidd widi, thercfon, that ^ opportunity were given 
. of restorii^ the oripnal pari^ of the poor laws, and of remoir. 
fog those eormptiqas by which they fa^ been obseured. He 
was <^vin(x4) th|^ Ae eyils which they had occasioned did not 
arise out of th^; original cot^titiftitiii, but coincided with tho 
opintott of Blaek^ne, diat, iif proportion as tiie wise Rgala> 
^w tl>at mte established in the long u^d gloiiooB reign of 
Qqeen Eliubeth, have beea superseded by sutMequeiit €aaet> 
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ToentB, tlw utility of th&inst'totion baa been impaired, and the 
benevolence of the p1an>rendered frnitless. 

' While he thus had expressed those seniiments which the dis- 
cnssion naturally prompted, it might not, perhapi, be improper, 
on snch an occasion, to lay ^forethe house the ideas flaating in 
his mind, though not digested with sufficient accuracy, nor 
arranged with a proper d^rec of clearness. Ifeitheif what the 
honourable gentleman proposed, noF what he himself had sug- 
-gested, were remedies adequate to the evil it was intended to 
remove. Supposing, however, the two modes of, remedying 
the evil were on a par in effect, the preference in principle 
■was clearly due to that which was least arbitrary in it^ nature : 
but it was not diiiicnit to perceive that the remedy proposed by 
the honourable gentleman would either be completely ineffectual, 
or snch as far ta over-reach its mark. As there was a difference ., 
in the numbers which compose the families of the labouring - 
poor^ it must necessarily require more to support a small fa- 
mily. Now by the reflations proposed, either the man with a 
small family would have too much wages, or the man with a 
large family, who had done most service to his country, would 
have too little. So that were the minimum fixed upon the. stand- 
ard of a large family, it might operate as an encouragement to 
idleness on one part of the community; and if it were fixed on 
the standard of a small family, those would not enjoy the be. 
- nefit of it for whose relief it was intended. What meaaure 
, then could be found to snpply the defect! Let us, said he, 
make relief in caseiT where there are a number of children, a 
matter of right and an honour, instead of a ground for oppro- 
brium and contempt. This will make a large family a blessing, 
and not a corse ; and this will draw a proper line of distinction 
between those who are able to provide for themselves by their 
labour, and those who, after having enriched their country 
with a' number of children,, have a claim upon its asabtance for 
their support. All this, however, be woiild coufesi, was not 
• enongh, if they djd not engraft upon it resolutions to discou- 
rage relief where it was not wanted. If such means could 
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be practised as tiiat of supptying the aecessilies of those who 
required assistanfe hj giving it In labour. or aflbrding employe 
ment, which is the principj^ of the act of Queen Elizabeth, dis 
^ost tmportaat adTanlages would he gained. They would thus 
benefit those to >fhom they afforded relief, not only by the a3> 
sistance bestowed, but by giving habits of iadustry and fruga- 
lity, and in farnishiDg a fempfrary bounty, enable them to 
. piake penn^pent pcovision for themselres. By giving effect'to 
the operation of friendly societies, indiTiduals would be ret. 
cued from becoming a burthen vpoa the public, and, if necei- 
SMj, be enabled to subsist upon a fund which their own indus- 
try contributed to raise, "^hese great points of granting rdief 
according to the number of children, prevontiDg removals at 
the caprice of the parish officer, and making them subscribe tp 
friendly societies, would tend in a very great degree to remove 
every complaint to which the present partial remedy could be 
a.pplicd. Experience had already shewn how much could be 
done by the industry of children, and the advantages of carif 
(employing them in such branches of manufactures as they arie 
capable to execute. The extension of schools of industry wai 
also an object of material importance. If any one would take 
the trouble to compute the amount of all the earnings of the 
children who are ^ready educated in this manner, he would be 
.surprised, ^hen he came to consider the weight which their 
support by their own labours, took off the country, and the ad- 
' dition wbic^, by the fruits of thdr toil, and the habits to which 
they were formed, was mads to its inlemal opulenbe. The 
suggestion of these schools was originally drawn from Lord 
Hale and Mr. Locke, and ijpon such authority he had no 
difficulfy in recommending th^ plaq to the encooragament 
of the legislature. Much might be effected by a plan of 
this nature susceptible of copstaat improvement. Snch ^ 
plan would convert the relief granted to the poor into an 
encouragement to industry, instead of bdng, as it is by the 
present poor-laws, a premium to idleness, and » school for 
sloth. There were also, a number of subordinate circum- 
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>tuic«, to which it was necessary to attend. The law which 
prohibits giring relief where any visible property remains should 
be abolished. That degrading condition should be withdrawn. 
No temporary occasion shonid force a British subject to part 
with the last shilling of his little capital, and compel him to 
descend to a state of wretchedness from which he could nerer 
recover, merely that he might be entitled to a casual supply. 

Another fiiode also of materially aSEistinjf the Industrious 
poor was, the ^tancing of small capitals, which might be re- 
paid in two or three years, while the person who repaid it would 
probably hare made an addition to his income. This might pnt 
iim who received them in the way of acquiring what might 
place hinf in a situation to make permanent protision for him- 
self. 

These were the general ideas which hiid occurred to him upon 
the subject; if they should be approved of by any gentlemm 
in the house, they might perhaps appear at a future time in a 
more accurate shape than he could pretend to give them. He 
could not, however, let this opportunity slip without throwing 
them out. He was aware that they wunTd reqnlre to be very 
maturely considered. He was aware also of a fundamental 
difficulty, that of insuring the diligent execution of any law 
^at should be enacted. This could only be done by present. 
ing to those who should be intrusted with the esccution motives . 
to emulaUon, and by a frequent inspection of their conduct as 
to diligence and fidelity. Were he to suggest an outline, if 
^oald be this. To provide some new mode of inspection by 
parishes, or by hundreds — to report to the magistrates at the 
petty sessions, with a liberty of appeal from Ihero to the gene, 
ral quarter sessions, where the justice should be empowered 
to take cognizance of the conduct of the di&erent commissioners, 
and to remedy whatever defects should be found to exist. 
That an anniJal report should be mode to parliament, and that 
parliament -should impose upon itself the duty of tracing the 
effect of its system from year to year, till it should be tvlfy , 
matured. That there should be a standing order of the house 
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for tbb purpose, xpd in a woid, that there should be^ftii annusl 
budget opened, containing the deUils of the whole sjiten of 
poor.laws, by which the Icgiilatare would shew, that tbcy hod a 
constant and a watchful eye upon the intercstt of the poorest and 
mofll o^ected part of the community. 

Mr, ntt said he was not vain enough - to imagine that theu 
ideas were the resnlt of his own inrestiijations, but he was happy 
tO'Say, that they arose from a careful examioatian af the sab. 
ject, and an extensire snnrey of the opinions of others. He 
would only add, that it was a sabject of the utmost importance, 
and that he would do eTery thing iu his power to bring forward 
or promote such measures as would condace to the interest of 
the country. He concluded with apologiilng for having taken 
up so much of (he time of the house : thu fact was, the import- 
ance of the subject had led him into a further discussion, than it 
had been his intcntian to go into, and he was desircijus ofshcwing. 
the honourable gentleman that he had spared no pains to collect 
iuformation upon it ; and although he gare the honourable gen. 
tleman every possible credit for his humane and laudable motives, 
yet, seeing the subject in the light in which he did, he was cinn- 
pelled to give his nf^ative to the motion. 

MT.'MnuAreii afterwirdi, wavbg Us motion for the second rcadini^ «f 
^ billt moved for tnve to biing in a biU to repeal the itacuce of the 5th of 
Eliiabetli I wliich wu Eranted. ^ 



February 15, 179G. 

Om amoticHi-bj Mr. Gref, for an address to his Mijestf, *^t!liithewonld 
be {racloudj phased to take such ateps a> to hli royiKwisdom ihould appear 
most proper, ler coimnanicaliDg directly to the EiccntiTe Directory of the 
French Republic, lii> Maje^y'i readines) to meet any diipo>ition to negoci*. 
tiMi oa the part of tliat ptvermneat, with an -cuseit dedn to pve it the 
fbllcrt and ipeediett <ffect," 

Mr, Pitt tpoke to the followlnt purport : 
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Mvch OS the honourable gentleman * has Introduced into hU 
speech, connected with the origin and condact of the war, fropi 
-which I mnst decidedly, di$«ept ; much u I differ with him on 
many of the topic? he has urged, and on many of the principles 
he has laid 'down, as grounds for hi? motion ; tmd firmly as I am 
persuaded that no measure cou)d he more hostile tp the ttne in. 
terests of thi? cpuntry, than the Hne of conduct which he has 
proposed to be adopted ; there is ?til) one yiow of the subjept 0(i 
i*hich I betiere it impossible th^re can be any difference of 
apinion. Jf the state of the country, and the sentiments of ^ 
great majority of this house, are nuchas I have reason to Suppose, 
there cannot, indeed, be any wide or essgntial difference as to 
the general result. But if, after the expt^qation H-hicb I may l^e 
able to gire with respect to the state gf this country, a^d tl^ 
position of the enemy, the honAurable geqtlem^n shall still 
chase to persevere in his motion, there are ope or two conse- 
quences, which might otherwise be drawn from any dcdaratiofi 
of mine on the present occasion, against which it may be neces-. 
jary for me to guard. I must, therefore, guard against any itn. 
pntations which may hereaftra be brought forward, dther as to 
, the insincerity of any declaration which I may express in favour 
of peace, or as to the inef&dency of the measures taken to fa-, 
cilitale its progress. However I may be disposed to favour th&t 
object, which the motion seems principally to have in view, I 
can by no means concede the grounds on which it has been fol- 
lowed up; — I mean that from a view of our situation, and of the 
events of t)ie war, we should discovci such shameful humiliation. 
Each hopeless despondency, as to abandon every thing for which 
we liave formerly contended, and be disposed to prostrate onr- 
selves at the feet of the enemy. If the necessity of our condition, 
if the sense of having been baffled, should operate so strongly 
.as to induce ns to make overtures of peace upon any terms ; if 
every consideration of policy, and every feeling of decent and 
honourable pride, mnst be sacrificed to the extreme pressure of 

. • Mr. Grcj. 
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onr sfUn, veronsttiien, indeed, be bonnd to receWe th«Ia« 
of the conqueror. Thil situation of t^Stin the honmir^blc gen. 
tieman has not indeed derelQped, bat ha« pretty plainly insinn< 
«ted it u 4 gronnd for his rootioA. 1 trust, hoireret, that the 
itate of this conntry U far different, and that no temporary re- 
Tene in the fortane of war, no internal pressure in our domestic 
citaation, has yet produced tI4i mortifying J^nmiliation, tliif 
dreadful alternatiTe. 

But the bonuurable gentleman, as an impeachment of the sin. 
cerity of ministers with respect to peace, has alluded to an argn. 
mcnt, .which %as formerly supported from this side of the house 
—that we could not make peace without humbling onrselres to 
the enemy, and without discoTerlug that we Wbre baffled in our 
attanpts and exhausted in our resources. From this he no donbt 
meant to insinuate that ministers were at no time sincere in their 
wishes for peace, and were disposed to throw ercry obstacle in 
its way. He does not Ihink-proper to mention, that this argu- 
ment was made use of at a tiro? when the opponents of the war, 
^Tuling themselres of a series of misfortunes and disappoint- 
ments which had befallen the confederacy, look the opportunity 
to press their motion for an immediate peace. We then c\in. 
tended, that the eri) was not to great as to exclude hope, or to 
damp enterprize, that no circumstances had talien place under 
which a firm and manly resistance became impracticable, and 
that we might still look with confidence to the effect of a Tigor- 
ous and persefefing prosecution of the war. In proportion as 
this truth has I>ecome manifest to the enemy themselves, do we 
feel ourselves inclined to adopt a more conciliating tone. In 
proportion as the situation of things is inverted, the objection, 
which we formerly made, is superseded. That situation which 
the honourable gentleman chosoonly to suppose as thepreticalj 
I contend to be practical ; that onr successes have been such as 
to obviate any obstacle to degociation on the score of national 
honour ; and so far I undoubtedly am of opinion, that the diffi- 
culty is infinitely diminished. 

In. slating] howovcr, generally, my own santiments, and those 
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of his Majesty'5 minislcr^, I must protest agunst the practice t^ 
being called opon from ilay to da.y, from vcc-k to week, froift 
time to time, to declare what are precisely our rieits on the poi- 
tnre of aflairs, or what are the steps, which we may tbiak it lie- 
Gcssary in conscqueofe to adopt. The progress of tha neasores^ 
which such a sltuatiou of aifalrs as the present may render ne. 
ccssary, can only be left safely to the coQdact of the exeentire 
goTernment. If the house ' are of opinion that the banness can* 
not be safely left in the hands of ministen, (he proper step wonld 
"be fa address Ma Majesty to remove them from their situation j 
' and not to endearour to interrnpt the affairs of guTegmment fay 
(^allin^ on the hoose of copmon's to iaterfem with the functioof 
of exGciiti*e authority. The honourable gentlemao himwlf 
Beemed ti> be aware of this, as be admitted the principle to be 
correct ; he said he did not contend against the eonstitntionol 
d^reo of conSdence which an executiTe goremment oi^bt to 
Iiarc from the l^islative power, -while it; conduct was iinex> 
. ceplionable. 

The honourable gentlnnan says that be do^ not confide hi 
ministers : on that ground he has bwn led tQ gi^ an nnifonn 
. opposition to their measures during the war; and on thesune 
ground he now expresses his distrust of the sincerity of their 
wishes respecting peace. Unqueatioaably the honourable gen- 
tleman, who places no confidence in ministers, is entitled to op- 
pose ,their measures and to question their sincerity ; but he is 
bound to conform, to cstablbhed rules, and not to ellect any. 
change in a consdtutional question. I mean, whenerer this 
-house, adopting a motion like thcpresent, instead of addressing 
bis Majesty to remoTS his ministers, apply in order to take tbe 
biiainess into th(ar own hands, they deprire the country of eTcry 
chance. for a siiccessrul negociation. On a question so ciitiul, I 
■ am afraid lest I should orerstep the line of my duty, by enteriBg 
too jnuch into detail. It is a subject on which it is impossiUe tq 
. dcscaat so minutely as the hononrabbi^gentleman Items to expect, 
withoat breaking in upon that principle which has ^ided every 
.discreet minister ia treating subjects of Uiis nature. If IfeH 
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tbat genorallv, as applicable to sibjecte of this kind, kowmucH 
mdreiDUst I feel it on tbia particular occasion, considering, tis I 
mast, the peculiar sitoation of the conntrj' at tUis momeat ? 

Let gentlemen look at the situation of affairs on the Continent ; 
let them look at the sitoati&n of onr enemy ; what has been thor 
plan and practice ? what has been the caie in this respect since 
the hononrable genfleman reminded the house of the matter I 
What, I vonld ask^ has been the effect of the separation of tho 
general confederacy agunst France, and the weakening of the 
power of that confederacy ? — power, that long ere ibis, might 
-hare achicred much advantage, had they kept in nnion. Re- 
collect what has happened upon the appearance of that separa- 
tion, and then conjectnre what might hare been the effect, had '. 
file confederacy Fcmaioed entire. The'destrnction of the enemy, 
■perhaps, or at least the dininution of its strength to such an 
-extent as to have brought forward an honourtdile repose and 
lasting tranqailHty to Europe. Let me ask the house, whether 
or not every man did not beliere it was the policy and the aim of 
Prance to use all endearonrs to separate the confederacy agunst 
her ? IM me ask, whether Eh« did not seem to triumph even 
in the hope of being able to effect it ?' Let me ask, whether any 
-thing remained of the hope of France but this separatioD, to 
eoabls her to dictate to Europe? Let me ask, whether anything 
coald, therefore, be so denrable to France m the detaching of 
that confedoacy, wludi, for the honour and safety of Europe, 
was fonned against her I And then, let me ask, whc^ther there 
erer was, or couM be, a cause in which it would be more the 
doty of ercry good man to prerent any jealousy, or the rising 
ofany suspicion, or the creating of any disunion, among those 
-who, if thay remain entire, may y6t gire honourable and lasting 
'peace to Europe ? If ^tke directory hare yet any hope of dic- 
tating terms to Enrope, ft a, no doubt, on the same policy which 
they bare hitherto fonnd so beneficial, that thoy ground their 
npectattons of future success. If there is any tiling by which 
tiiuy can expect to xt'aiu this situation of proud eminence, this 
jtbject of their faraucitv ambition, it is by- beiog dde to iastil 
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jniiovej, to Mw Ac Meds of diTbiooj and engender sonrces of 
animMity among those of the coofedcracj, who yet remun 
nailed to oppose their power. On predernng entire therem^iU 
of that confederacy, depends the only hope of impressing oa 
them « conficlioa of the aeceSsity of yielding to reasonabia 
terms, and of bringing the irar to a desirable conclusion. And 
perhaps, id this point of View, an attention to the preservation 
of that confederacy becomes a d(ity, not only for miniEters, but 
for all those persons who are aniious for the public welfare, and 
interested in the national character ; for all those who are desir- 
ous of an hoBourable peace, and adTcrse to any peace pur- 
chased with dishonour : and, if such be the case, it is importaot 
for them to consider whether the measures which;they may wish 
to persuade govemmcnt to adopt, be such as may oblige fbQ 
country to glre up .the chance of a successful peace altogether, 
or to t^e it on terms iacoDsiatent with the honour of the n^ 
~ tion. If we receive propositions of peace on the terms of thla ■ 
honourable gentleman, the cdnsiderationa "speedy and honoui- 
able," then become separated. We most, in that case, chuse 
the alternative ; if i^e adopt the motion, a .peace, " speedy and 
honourable" we cannot have. Bat an honourable peace we majr 
have, if we persevere in the same firm and vigorous line of con. 
duct which we have hitherto pursued. This J know, not from 
any immediate communication with the enemy, not from any 
communication of th«r disposition for peace, but from the state- 
ment which they have themselves furolshed of their defective 
and almost exhausted means for carrying on the war. On this 
ground I oppose the motion- If I were not sincerely and 
aniiously desirous of peace, I should be forfwUng my duty (o 
the conntry, and violating the trust which I hold from my pub- 
lic situation ; but I can never consent to thQ proposition of peace, 
unless the terms should be consistent with our present honour, 
suitable to our present condition, and compatible with our futnie 
security. 

Having said this with the general view I ikave of the subject' 
of peace, if tjie qucf tion be thought a necessary one, I wilt say 
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i few words as to the messaf e from hU Majestf td. parliament 
ibout two months ago, because it was said, that no step )iad 
been tak6n since for a negociation ; I hope the home will recol. 
lect what I said upon thatoccasion. I Bald then, that the house 
riionld not compet, by its vote, the cKCcutire gorerameiit to en- 
ter into a ne£ocia(ion,baunddowa and fettered with aiiyaclcnaWd 
kdgmenf of ODT own weakness: precisely the same thing do I 
desire of the house upon the present occasion. Those who differ 
from me in general, and who hare thought the war altogether 
ntinecessary, I' did not then, nor do I now, expect to convince ; 
but the house at large thought as I do: To the house at large, 
^ercfore, I wilt now Saj, that the question, as the honourable 
^Dtlemaa has himtKlf state4 it, is a very narrow one — "Whe- 
ther, because aftet hating received the message from his Ma-> 
jesty no communication has taken place of any subsequent mea- 
sures, the boiHe, by adopFting a motion of this sort, otight to 
compel the executive government, bound b^d and foot, to' 
commencean^ociation?" If the honourable gentleman Nktcr- 
t»ns such distrust of the siocerity of ministers, as to suppose 
them. disposed to take no measures to carry. into effect their own , 
(leclarations, I shall certainly not argue with him on that point. 
But in otder to be consistent, the argument of the honuilralite 
^entlE^an must infer, either that overtures have been made oq 
the part of the enemy, or that some favourable opportunity has 
occurred to this country for the purpose of commencing nego- 
tiation, which hare been rejected subsequent to the period o^ 
die message. ' - 

If a negociation should be entered into, it is evident, that 
m order to give it its full effect, we should be careful not only to 
keep up thestrict letter of oar engagements with our allies, but 
' to maintain with them foil concert and harmony. I therefore, 
take upon me to assert, that since his Majesty's message lias 
been dclJtered to this house, ministers have taken every mea- 
sure consistent with the general iulerests of the country, and 
with the attentiptt and regard due to bcr allies, to enablg hio 



,:,:kv,G00Qlc 



144 MR. PITT'S [FEi. 15, 

Majesty to lake uiy opportunity, dtlieT to meet OTerttires for 
Degociationf or to make inch overtures ai might t>e found most 
atpedicnt. That ao etiquette with respect to who shoold make 
the first orertare — no diScolty in finding a Hiode of making it, 
appeared to goTernment to be an obstacle to negodation, if ia 
ether rcspedts there appeared to be a probability of leading to 
jusfand hononrablc terms; the grei^ point iMing what prospect 
< there was of obt^nlng such tecxuti Measures JiaTe been taken 
to ascertain thAe points, and are now in train ; and if the ene^ 
my are sincere, they mtut speedily lead to a, begociatioD. 
W]iet}ier that ncgociatlon will lead to peat» I cannot say, b^ 
cause that depends npon whether the exhausted state of the 
enemy will incline them to set on foot that n^pciatlon with a 
liew to peace, Tcry different as to the terms of it trom fMy 
which their public dcclaratioiK hare for a long time past seemed 
to indicate: if this is not the case, I must say a speedy peac& 
is* impossible. I wish ardiirttly for peace — but not for any but 
an honourable peace. The 'country has a right to espectit frost 
its own strength and resources, and from a knowledge of tbo 
relative sitnation of France. 

' I admit that the honourable gentleman in his speech separated 
negodation from the terms. But in other passages he talked of 
regociation as leading to an immediate peace. I do not bold 
out a prospect of immediate peace, nor do I state any period 
that I can ascertain for it ; I only say it will not be the fault of 
his Majesty's servants if the period isremote. The enemy must 
be however ready to make it on lenns which we have a right to 
thiiikJDStuid honourable; it rests not on us only, but also on 
the enemy, whether this may lead, to any qegociatiqn at ^1, or 
whether negociation wilt lead 14 peace. It «lt depends on this* 
whether the disposition of the enemy shatt be more moderate 
than any we l|avc lately seen of Ihcir professions. Sorry I am to 
ceo such a seeming disposition on the part of the enemy, aa 
may Tender them, in- case of success, desirous of preventing 
any effect lo. pacific dispositions, which they may now profess,. 
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or eien of retracting them. Whether this may lead to a mo. 
deration in practice irbich I have not seen yet, I know no more 
of, as I hare said already, than what any other gentleman has 
an opportunity of knowing. What has been made public I hope 
is not authentic J however, by what has been circulated in this 
country, and through the Continent with industry, and what they 
are said to hold out as the boon of peace to the English nation, 
, it does not appear as if they were very desirous of meeting us 
on honourable terms ; for I hare heard that they are ready t« giie 
peace, because the government of England asks it. Thus then we 
are (o have peace if we shall sue for it ; that is, if weshall abandon 
that for which our ancestors hare fought so brarely. If weshall 
abandon oar allies ; if we shall abandon the safety of all Europe, 
and sacrifice to France every thing that is dear to us, and offer to 
them homage, and grant them an unconditional and nncompen. 
sated restitution of all that. has been thcir's, and all that has 
been in the possession of those whom they have forced to be their 
allies — then, in return for this, they will offer to the people of 
England thdr fraternization, 

I have thus stated the degree to which we have been ready to 
go. I hope I shall not be told some weeks hence I have been 
insincere. We hare not been ready to grasp at a treaty such as 
yon have heard from me. There is but oue situation in which ft 
minister of this country should convey such terms to the enemies 
of it ; that is, when the abjectucss of the country and its 
willingness to sue for peace is procliumed by paiiiament, so as 
to deprive us of vigour and energy, and make us unwilling to 
strive for the maintenance of ourselves. If this motion be 
adopted, what overtures we shall receive, or what we shall not, 
I will not pretend to determine ; but while we shew any confi. 
dence in our resources, I do not fear that a negodation of mea- 
sures that are in train may prove effectual : at what period, for 
reasons I have already slated, it is impossible for me to imagine. 
1 am not apprehensive that parliament will not leave this to 
take tiie courso which the practice of our ancestors lays down to 
VOL. n. ■ h • ■ . 
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us, and which reason dictates. I say, if we and onr allies are' 
not false to each other and ouraehes, we shall hare an oppor. 
tunlty of restoring to Europe peace, On safe, just, and honour- 
Me grounds, and nothing but a prematuro motion like the pre* 
lent, can deprive us bf that blessing; and therefore, as a lover of 
my country, and of justice, I oppose this motion. 

Tbt mocIoQ pasi«J in the negiiiTe; 

* Aye. ._.,~-. 50 
Noes iSg 



'February 26, 1796. 

Mi.Williain Smith havin; on a Ibrmcr day mkniltcd to tbe House a ttriag 
of reMluciom upon the aubject of the late loan, setting out with cAaUiab- 
iug the principle of u open and public competition, and, hy a sericj ot 
iin% and dednctioni, asicrting the condmioD — that the loan, then imder 
conudeiation, wai a bad and improvident ooe for the public, aiid that the 
minister in conducting the Degociition, and in adjuiting the term*, had been 
guilty of a depanurc fhim hii own principki, and of a breach of hitdotf : — 
the debate oil this important queation was resumed this day. 

Upon the fim reulution being moved. " That it appears to thb House, 
that the principle of making loans for the public service, by free and 
open competition, uniformly professed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
has been very generally recDgnized, as affording the furon piqipect of 
public advantage." 

Mr. Sylvester Douglas, in- a speech of coondenible detail, moved an 
ammdmcDt, to leave out all the words of the reashitloo after the- wordi 
" public service," and to insert other word), which would make the amended 
. queatioD Hand as follows, ■' That ii appears to this Mouse, thai the principtc 
of making loans for the public service by competition, which was intro- 
duced, and has in general been acted Dpoa, by the preieM Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, has been productive, !n many instance* of great psblic ad- 
vantage I but that this principle could nat be applied in ita full extent to 
the barg^ for the late loan, coosiatently with the peculiar c: 



of the case, and with that attention to the eqintable claims of indi^dnals, 
which ought always to- be shewn in ttdnsactioos with them on the behalf of 
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On a subject natanllf so Interesting to my personal feelings, 
as well as so important in a public vi^w, I am anxions to ad> 
dr«s3tlie bouse at a period of the debate, before tbeir ' attea. 
tioD is more exbaueted. Aod they will foi^ire me when I am 
'Called upon to meet a charge of the most direct and important 
nature, in which mj personal character, as well as m^ official 
situation, as a trustee for the puUic, are materially implicated, 
and which has been so diligently and ably punned, (though I 
might be content to rest my defence on the impression of the 
argaments and facts which luTe been brought forward by-my 
honourable friends) Jf, even at the hazard of some repetition, I 
should advert to tbe points which press most closely upon my 
own immediate fediugs. Indeed I should not do justice to 
myself, far less should I do justice to the puUic, if I did not 
state them in as plain and Intelligible a way as possible ; at the 
same time, I will endeavour to r^ply shortly to many things 
that have been asserted so much at large in the speech of the 
.liononrable gentleman, who brought forward the subject, and 
were likewise repeated at considerable length in the resolutions 
and papers before the house. 

The honourable gentleman*, who has lately spoken, said, that 
if my answer to one point was satisfactory, he would withdraw 
his support from the charge against me. Though, in the course 
of what I have to say, I shall not be inattentire to his i^uestion, 
it cannot be expected that I should narrow my defence to that 
pmnt. It cannot be supposed that from any recent declarations 
which have be^t made by the honourable gentlemen, exculpat. 
ing me from all charge of personal corruption, that from any 
equivocal and imperfect disclaimers, accompanied, wben re- 
tracted, by artful suggestions and fresh insinualionB, I should 
bare forgotten that it was broadly stated by gentlemen on the 
other side, who moved for a committee of uqniry, that thare 
was ground of suspicion that tbe distribution of the l^an had 
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been rmplojeil for Hie purpose of corrupt inflirence. Thejr 
excDipted me, indeed, from any charge of having n^nlated that 
distribution from any tiew of sordid gain to myself ; and I then 
took the liberty to say, feding as I did on the subject, that I 
was not obliged to them for the exception, or the sort of can. 
dour (hat dictated it. If they formerly asserted that, if the 
inquiry was gone into, and substantiated, the result would be, 
to establish Ihe actual interference of cofrupt influence; if such 
declarations were rash and unguarded ; if they were dictated by 
the intemperate warmth of dekstCg or pushed beyond all bounds 
ofjuslifiable discretion, andiftbey tre now retracted as unjust 
and unfounded, I certainly hare reason to rejoice in the pro- 
gress which has been made, in consequence of the diligent and 
sober inTestigation of a committee towards a decision so 
much more grateful to my character and feelings. Undoubted, 
ly there b no charge which can be brought against the transac- 
tion of the loan, there is no instance of neglect, there is no 
' error of judgment, there is no want of prudence, which I 
should not most seriously and severely regret ; but still I should 
consider such charges as light, compared with that which form, 
ed the prominent point, and the most, weighty one in the pre. 
sent accusation, liz. that in the transaction of the late loan, 
I had acted on motives of corruption, partiality, and undue 
inQuence, to answer political and interested purposes, both 
wjlhin and without doors. I cannot therefore help remarking', 
that while the ground on which the inquijy was originally 
brought forward, " tjtat the loan had been employed as the 
means of corrupt and pernicious inllucnce," is now [irofessed 
to be abandoned, instead of being, as the house had a right to 
expect, either substantiated by proof, or wholly and completely 
done away, it seems to be but half retractetl by the honourable 
mover of the resolution, and to be suppUed by ambiguous 
hints and fresh insinuations. After avowing that it was hh 
opinion, that the committee ought to have asked for no Ibts, 
lie discovers a strange coincidence between the names in (he 
list of subscribers, and the names of a certain respectable body 
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of merclianls and bankers, assembled for a great object of pa- 
litical discQSsion; a coincidence which cunld not be the effect 
of accident. Ifthiibe true, and the fact originated in design, 
most eertainlj' tha* design mnst have arisen from « corrnpt 
motive; and if not for personal gain, that motire must 
have resulted from a dedre to obtun the means of corrupt 
influence. 

The honourable gentleman* brings no such charge against 
me. His mode of acquittal is, however, somewhat singular; 
he imputes to me no motive of corrupt influence or undue 
partialitf. He desires me to ny nothing of the transaction 
relative to the Hamborgh bills, on which nevertheless some part 
of'the rcaolntiORs is founded, and vrhich has been ascribed to 
the motive of a determination to reward the services of an in. 
dividual b; a sacrifice of the public interest. The right ho- 
nonrable gentleman therefore openly disclaims all accusation, 
while he supports the resolutions which contain the very charge 
he so mncb affects to discl^m, drawn up with all the art and 
address of the most cunning special pleader ; and certainly no 
resolutions conld be more ably drawn up, if the avowed purpose 
'of them had been to censure and undermine any man's public 
and private character. The honourable gentleman's ability in 
. the management of this point has been really singular. — He 
acquits me of any intention of boncfi^ng myself, or corrupting 
parliament by means of the loan ; but then insists that the loan 
was improperly made, and that it must have been so made for 
some undue motive or other ; that is to say, he acquits me 
of two speeifie undue motives, and exhorts me not to speak, in 
order that I may leave myself undefended against the suspicion 
of an endless train of indefinite undue motives, which ingenious 
insinuation and artful malice may think proper to raise against 
lae. I do not deny that the nature of a transaction may be such 
as to afford ground for the suspicion of an undue motive, even 
though the motive itself may not appear on the face of the 
transaction. If the transaction however be pecuniar}', there 
' • Mr. Fraotia. 
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are only three raodves which can be supposed to operate — per- 
Eonal onolument, prWate partiality, . and poblic influence ; and 
if, after the moat accurate inTestigation, Etrong eridence be 
brought to proTe that none nf these motiTes can be traced in 
the preeent transaction, I hare tome right to take to myself 
credit that no such motives existed, and that the charge has 
been fully refuted. 

The honourable gentleman who moved the resolutions, 
stated that the committee Iiad decided that there was no ground 
for snspidon of any cormpt interference ; and thas, so far aa 
their judgment wtnt, had put th^r negatire on that ground, 
on which th,e inquiry had originally been undertaken. The 
last speaker * on the other side has stated, that he disliked the 
mode in which that committi^ was constituted. It might 
ha*e been sfipposed fhat a committee, which afforded to every 
man, who was actuated by jealousy, suspioion, by public zeal, 
or, if such a motive could be supposed to insinuate itself, by 
private pique, an opportui^ty to state his sentiments, and to 
display his vigilance, was of all others the least liable to ob- 
jection. It seemed, indeed, probable, in the first instance, that 
it would be deprived of the assistance of two honourable gentle-, 
menf whose abilities and diligence none would dispute. These 
honourable gentlemen, when it was declared that the commit- 
tee should be an opep one, and that all who attended should 
hare voices, had, upon due deliberation no doubt, desired 
their names to be withdrawn, and seemed to consider them, 
selves as disgraced by beiS^ put in a situafion in which they 
should only exercise their privilege in common with every mem. 
ber of that boose. I am happy, however, to find that these 
gentlemen revised their first decision, that both assisted in the 
committee, and that one of them in particular distinguished 
himself by his active and constant attendance. It is rather 
singular that the dedsion of the committee, by which they 
negative all idea of corrupt interference, is the only one which 
the honourable mover concdres to be already so well recog- 
• Mr. Franel). f Mr. Shetidan and Mr. Grex- 
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nized, that he eicludes it from that string t( resolutions which 
he has preseiitcd as an analysis of the whole report 

Another honourable gentleman states, (hat he thinks on that 
point the committee hare no right to gite an opinion, and he 
has declared so this day for the first time. If there is any thing 
forcible in this objection, it certainly is very unfair to bring it 
forward now for the first time. Why was it not stated when 
the report was received ? If the house bad (hen thought that 
their commit(ee had exceeded their powers, the report would 
bare been re. committed. But why is that opinion expressed by 
the committee ? They assign it as a reason for not having given 
a particular detail of evidence, which by the resolution of the 
honse the^y were required to give, and which they bad declined 
to bring forward, on the gronnd that it was inconvenient to 
individuals. It is surely a little hard that gentlemen should 
first receive the whole of the evidence the committee thought 
right to report, and then not admit (he excuse for the amission 
of that part of the evidence which was principally exculpatory 
of the person whose conduct was the object of censure. 

An honourable gentleman complains, that there was a want 
of notice of the intention to come to such a resblation in the 
committee^ Notice was however given the day before by my 
right honourable friend* who spoke last, and who had not only . 
answered that point, but aha explained the individual use that 
had been made of the word " colleagues ;" which meant to 
apply generally to all, wbo attended the committee, who cer. 
tainly were colleagues on that inquiry and not merely official 
persons ; and I cannot admit that if was n6t likely that so at- 
tentive and so able a man as the chairman of that committee 
would have allowed any important resolution to be adopted 
without a' fair notice, even if there had been such a want of 
attention and industry in those gentlemen on the other side, 
who took a principal share in the investigation, as to afford Any 
room for such a charge. I therefore think myself entitled to 
assume the benefit of that opinion of the committee, not with 
• Mr. Sletla 
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those qualificatiuns, equiTOcations, and reserrcs, with which 
it has been fettered by the hoDourable mover of the resolutions, 
butasaclear, fu)l,,and decided testimony, that there was no 
^istribiitioQ of the loan for the purpose of corrupt inHuence. 
As to the other charges of undue partiality to any iudiTidual 
for services supposed to haie been performed to the government, 
if shortly resolves ilself into the question, whether, by the mode 
of settling the loan, I have contrived to enrich Mr. Boyd, by 
asacrificc of the public interest? I am aware it has been said 
that no such charge was meant tit be conveyed; but why - 
should such frequent allusion have been made to the Hamburgh 
bills, except for that express purpose ? They would not have 
been mentioned had it not been with a view to give coun- 
tenance to such an insinuation. I shall not, however, now fully 
enter into the nature of that transaction, as an opportunity 
will soon be presented when it shall be brought forward as an 
object of separate inquiry, I will only at present shortly slate 
the substance. 

In every loan bill, parliament inserts a clauseholding out a pre. 
mium for the prompt payment of the S'ums subscribed, foresee- 
ing that government may possibly have occasion for the money 
I before the instalments became due in the regular course of pay-, 
mcnt. Last year, though large sums were paid up, still the 
public exigences were such as to render additional supplies nc. 
cessary, and the terms offered were not sufficiently tempting to 
induce individuals to come forward with their money. Under 
these circumstances government entered into a ncgociation 
' with a monicd house to advance such sums as were wanted fur 
the service. The aid of parliament at that time could not ,be 
had without calling it together at a great trouble and iucon. 
vcnience, both public and private. In consequence of this 
treasury warrants were olTered; but Mr. Boyd s^d, that bills 
of exchange were a more mercantile commodity ; and, to avoid 
the expense of stamps, they were dated at Hamburgh, to ifaake 
them foreign bills of exchange, they otherwise being inland 
and subject Xo a stamp. 
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Id the whole transaction, however, there «u nothing qaes> 
tiooahleor susptdous, nothing unwarrantable on the part of 
goTcrnment which gave Mr. Boyd an exclusive rif^hl, far less ■ 
discrotionaiy power, to dictate the terms of a future loan. — 
So much for the subject and sulistance of the transaction^ by 
far the most material part of every such transaction ; the bills 
tbemselres were nothing more than mere forms of security to 
those who adTanced the money. The giriag them was only 
an engagement on the part of gorernment to make good the 
sums advanced for the public. Whether that engagement was 
executed on stampt or ^nstampt paper, whether Wrilten on 
paper or on parchment, added nothing to the validity of the 
security. The particular manner of executing it, was such 
as was dictated by the necessary regard for secrecy. As to 
the case of a merchant, in whom it was anirmed such a trans, 
action would be highly discreditable and suspidous, there was 
nothing in common between the conduct of a merchant in the 
niaaagement of his private affairs, and that ~ of the government 
of a great country under the pressure, of public eiigeoces. 
r^o comparison would, therefore,' hold for a moment. It 
■night reasonably be suspected, that a merchant resorted to 
such a mode of transacting business in order to supply the de- 
ficiency of his capital, and to support a fictitious credit. la 
the case of government, the sums were already voted, thejr 
were only wanted for immediate service, and funds were pro- 
vided to rdmburse those who advanced them as soon as their 
claims became due. But was this a service of sucb magnitude 
and importance, as to be conceived to give Mr. Boyd such 
strong claims upon government as could be construed into a 
right to dictate the terms of the loan ? Mr. Boyd never had en. ■ 
tertained such an idea, and I confess that tbb part of the 
transaction was e^iecuted with the same liberality and zeal as 
every other service to government which he has undertaken to 
perform. It is supposed that, in order to reward Mr. Boyd^ 
the most likely method which I could devise, was to bestow up. 
on him a loan of sucb considerable client, in which he only 
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is a holder among many others. Is it probahic that in order to 
reward him iniUTiduallf , the chancellor of the exchequer, at a 
time of lerere pressure, and when under the necessity of mak- 
ing such laif e demands from the housfe, should add ei^t or ten 
per cent, to the pobUc bartbens of the year i 

All this, howBTer, turned npon a question of eridenoe, and 
■with respect to the evidence before the committee, it is a prin. 
ciple in human nature, that where persons gire eridence in a 
case which inTolres th«r own interests and merits, thdr judg- 
ments will imperceptibly and inToluntarily be biassed to one tide 
of the question ; and all such evidence requires to be waghed 
with the most scrnpulons attention, and to be recMTed with 
some qaali6cati«n. I am sure I mean to say nothing offenstre 
or disrespectfnl to either gentleman, but I apply this principle 
equally to Mr. Boyd and to Mr. Moi^n. How far Mr. Boyd 
had a. share in the transaction of die Hambnrgh bills, and how 
far that had any influence on the disposition of the loan, appears 
from the testimony of that gentleman himself. He declares 
that he formed no claim from that circumstance; that he had 
not the smallest expectation of any preference, nor did he con. 
ceire that such an idea existed. And it b to be nmarked, that 
Boyd's evidence was clear and consistent with itself, distinct, 
ptainj and explicit, while Morgan's, in many material points, 
was inconsistent, and >iot only contradicted by himself, but by 
every authority and erideiice that was confronted with it. After 
stating that the governor of the bank had warned him of some- 
thing, which was likely to secure to Mr. Boyd a preference tor 
the loan, he had, Mr. Morgan says, upon being questioned, 
more particularly affirmed, that he bad not mentioned what 
that somethbg was. Afterwards he said, that the governor of 
the bank described the transaction of the Hamburgh hills, as 
likely to secure a preference to Mr. Boyd. So much for Mr. 
Morgan contradicting himself. The governor of the bank, 
- upon- being examined, expressly stated, that he had not men- 
tioned a syllable about the bills ; that he had only siud, that Mr. 
Boyd had a claim from the loan of last year, which he coo* 
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cdved b!ni to be too sagacious to alltiw to escape turn. If I 
had detennioed to STail myself of an opportunity, to throw tbo 
loan, at all erents, into the han^ of Mr. Boyd, could I not have 
found BOme better mode of acbieving my purpose, than that 
which I pursned ? Should I have beld out the system of com- 
petition i Should I hare deliberately announced my intention 
for that parpoee, and hare invited competitors, when I was 
aware that the result could tend only to bt^t animosity and dis- 
appointment ? Should I have expressed my reluctance to the 
claims of Mr. Boyd, and yielded to them only upon the conviction 
that they were well founded ? If nothing was got by the inten- 
tion which I at first announced of a free competition, but in. 
creasing difficulty, aud accumulated embarrassment, as to the 
mode in which the bai^aln was ultimately settled, is not this 
internal evidence better than any parole proof that ean be ad. 
duced, that I was completely sincere in the month of October, 
yrhea I first avnouaced that intention, and that I had formed no 
determination to buielit Mr. Boyd at any rate, by giving him a 
prefer^ce ? I had not then examined his claim, because it had 
not then been stated to me so distinctly, and because it liad not 
iKen brought to my recollection by the governor of the bank. 
If, then, I was under the in&nence of error, it was because I 
carried the system of competition strong ui my mind, and be- 
cause, looking solely to that, I neglected, in the first instance, 
to attend sufficiently to the claims of Mr. Boyd, and kept them 
back longer than, as it afterwards appeared to me, in jusdce I 
ought to have done. 

As to the injury which Mr. Morgan and his friends may have 
sulfered, from having prepared their money in order to bid, that 
surely cannot be seriously insisted on, while it is recollected 
that the final adjustment of'every loan is matter of so much 
nncertunty, and connected with so many collattiral considera- 
tions. No communication from the bank, as to competitiau, 
ever took place^ eacept with respect to Mr. Boyd. How could 
Mr. Morgan contend, (hat he had sust^ned injnry from having 
prepared his property to qualify himself to be a Mdder, when 
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he staled, that, till the 23d of Norember, lie nerer b^an to 
doubt that there would be a competition. His own account of 
his information on this subject was , rather wbimBical ; it came 
from a confidential friend, of whom he knew nothing, who in- 
formed bim that he had heard, from a third person, that Boyd 
vAs sure of the loan ; and yet, though his information led him to 
know more than the rest of the world, he went on with his spe. 
tiilations, and never dnobted that there would be a competition 
till the twenty-third of November ; he therefore would not be 
responsible for any loss that the parties might susfun from snch 
epecniations. All lists or plans that were banded about were 
merely speculations, particularly Morgan's ; and' if the parties 
haye sust^ned any injury, it lies entirely with him and them, 
selves. 

The next point was the nature of Boyd's claim, and the im. 
propriety of departing from the system of competition. As to 
the claim of Mr. Boyd, it has been proved that I, at first, testi- 
fied strong prejudices and great reluctance, which were not orer- 
come till it was brought forward in a shape in which it was no 
longer controvertible ; that I admitted the principle of compe- 
tition, and receded from it only when fair and just groun^ were 
adduced on the part of an individual to warrant a deviation from 
the general system. Here a great deal of minute criticism has 
been displayed by gentlemen on the other side, with respect to 
Mr. Boyd's letter. I. was in the situation of & judge trying a 
canse between Mr. Boyd and the public ; acting as a trustee for 
the latter on the one hand, and a person called upon to decide 
on the justice of- the claim of an individual on the other. The 
clanu of Mr. Boyd may have beeii asserted too strongly, or the 
contrary might have been the case. Was the consideration of 
the muincr in which his cause was urged, however, to have any 
influence on my mind in the dedsion on the justice of his -claims ? 
I now stand here accused. I have been placed in the h^h situa- 
tion of, a judge, and now I appear in the more humble one of 
a person accused, defending mysdf against a foul charge. It 
has been said that I was bound to pay no attention to the claims 
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•r Hr. Boyd Tor a prefereac^ becuiie there wu no ezpresi 
igreement, no specific terms of engagement for that piirpoae. 
Gentlemen seem to think that unless government wer& boood 
down by spedfic terms, tui engagement of this sort entered into 
by them should not be abided bj ; might there not, howef er, 
be some common noders landing, some implied condition, some 
strong and clear constructioD, equally binding. on tl^e minister 
of the country to the obserTance of the claim In point of honour 
and justice ? ff o personal ioconvenieHce shall erer induce me 
to depart from the terms of what I conuder an honourable deal- 
ing, when a clum is' made up founded on an understood and 
implied condition, on the nature of things, and a practice re- 
cognized by a constant usage. - Had there been an express 
agreement, it would have unquestionably been presented to my 
recollection, but this was no reason why an explanation properly 
anderstood, and clearly made out, should not receive its duo 
degree of attendon. In traneacting all loans, there must bo 
preliminary points of conversation ; a. good deal of discnasion 
uatnrally takes place, some particulars of which are committed 
to memorandums, and others suffered to pass more loos^y. 

In the loan of 1795, it was proposed by the contractors that 
there should be no payment on any new loan till February of the 
succeeding year, to which I readily assented, not conceiving that 
the exigencies of the public, service would require any money to 
be adraDced before that period. Qf this promise I was reminded 
by the governor of the bank of England, and I was the more 
confirmed in its propriety, as 1 found that no new loan had 
taken place in such circumstances, even where no assuruice di* 
rect, or by implioation, had been given. 

Mr, ^tt then noticed the conoesion in which contmctort 
stood with govemmeat, distinct from the scrip.holders, and whicli 
gave to. them particular claims. Contractors had, in the first 
instance, to treat with ministers, and were immediately respon. 
Able for the fulfilment of the term. Government neither could 
ascertain, nor had any thing to da witli, the scrip-holders ; they 
had no cUim-~were under no engagement ; (be contractors 
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were. As to that part Qf tbe resolotiotu which cemarcd the 
terms of the loan, It was easy for ingeniona men to connect or 
confoand facti hy stating some that were tFoe, and omitting 
others that were equally true, bo as to make their reasoning upOD 
thtan apply to the, parti c alar purpose for which they were thus 
drawn op. In this place he would lay, that his greatest ob- 
jections to (he resolutians were, that in them the honourable 
gentleman had contrired to put together a collection of truths, 
in such a manner at to conTcy all the malignity and venom of 
falsdiood. He adverted to the term open and free competition, 
from which he was stud to bare departed, and remarked, that in 
order to secure the iuteresla of the public, and prerrat the ma- ' 
DKUvres of designing persons, every competition most, to a cer- 
t^n degree, be qualified — at least by the consideration how far 
the parties were competent to fnlfii their bargain. He never 
meant aoy but a system of qualified competition ; and from thil 
it was not true, ^ stated in the resolution, that be had made A 
total departure. He then justified the propriety of his own con- 
duct, in not having left himself at the mercy of Boyd uid Co. 
but when the qualified competition which he held out was de- 
clined by the others, in having taken such precautions as still 
enabled him to name his own terms. But he was asked, why 
did he not send the loan back agun into the dty ? Wliat ; 
after it had been rejected by two sets of gentiemen, and when it 
would come in the less inviting shape of qualified competitioa I 
When the most favourable terms could only bring forward thrpe 
parties, was it probable that the lus favourable terms would 
produce more ? When a day was fixed for conversation oa the 
loan, it was necessary that some interval should take place, that 
the parties might deliberate on the terms ; when all was finally 
arranged, he saw no good that could possibly arise from a delay 
of forty-dght hours, a period of suspense and uncertainty, of 
which advantage might be taken to occasion finctnationS in the 
public funds ; — one circumstance that made him determine not 
to let the contractor leave his house till the bargain was closed. 
He accounted for the delay whiA took place between the time 
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the bargain wu made, aad its being intimated to Ae hoiue, bf 
hit being disappoiated in bringing on the budget, u he first in. 
tended, on the Sd of Decraulier. It was well Icnown to the 
honse, the preuure and importance ot the pnblic bnsinets wliich 
then was in daily agitation, and which totally precluded him 
from mailing the necessary amngements far the budget Ho 
defended the manner in wliich he had exercised his discretion in 
making the. terms ^ and luring deaciibed the state of the coun.- 
try, thongh by no means so impoTeriihed and exhausted as op~ 
position wouhl represent it, he thought cre^t was due to thoae 
efforts by which goTemment hod been able to contract for so 
large a loan ia the fourth year of the war, upon eren bettsr 
terms than had been obtained in former years ; wiiich he exem. 
pficd by a eompariion of this with the btst year's loan, which 
was sanctioned by parliament without a single objection ; and 
would leave It to the house to decide whether, in the present in- 
stance, he most deserred their censure or approbation. 

The next point was the effect of the king's message ; those 
who knew hib best, knew that it was not in his mind when the 
barg^B was made. Bnt it he bad foreseen it, he could not hare 
foreseen the rise that took place in the stocks. He was no parly 
to any sudi fraud ; bat to wnaterer cause tliat temporary riso 
was to be ascribed, it certidnly was not produced by the message 
only. Whatever ideas 'of peace or negociation people -^O 
wished for it might entertun, there was nothing more in the 
Bessage than a declaration, that the time was arrived, to which 
his Majesty had allnded in bis speech to parliament. Any one 
who carried its meaning farther, was either too sanguine in ex. 
pcctatioD, or inteudad to r^se hopes which could not be re^tz> 
ed. Besides the message, there were other collateral causes for 
the sudden rise of the stocka — the unexpected victories of the 
Austrians, the increasing distresses of the enemy, the Serena 
and tranquil appearance of afiairs at home, compared with that 
cloudy and turbulent aspect which Otey bore during the period 
when the terms of the loan were originally settled (the discussion 
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of the (wo bills). All these cauKS, coupled with the intimstion 
that peace only depended on the dispositioa of the enemy, com- 
bined to give tbat sudden and extraordinary rise to the funds, 
which singly they would have failed (o produce. After all, the 
extent of the bene&t to the contractors, and of the loss to the 
public, bad been greatly OTer.rated; An exaggerated statement 
of fignres had been brought forward, in order to be echoed 
through the country. It had been stated, that the profit upon the 
loan amounted to 12 percent. It amounted to this sum only for 
four days, during which stocks were exceedingly flactnating ; 
•o thai altogether it did not bear this price for aboTo a few 
hours. So that, in order to make out this profit, alt the shares 
must bare been disposed of within these few bours, a drcum. 
stance which would have brought such a quantity into the mar- 
ket, as must have occasioned a depression, that would greatly 
pa,it oveibalanced the temporary rise. All the profit is stated 
to centre in the indlTidual contractors, 'and all the concurring 
and unforeseen causes, which operated to give so faTourabfe a 
turn to the terms of the loan, to haTfl been the teault of my 
premeditation. Under these circnmstances, I am said to hare 
given away a sum of two millions one hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds, by the mode of negoeiating' the present loan. With 
this assertion conctodea the charge against me ; and with desiring 
tbe house to attend to the extraTagance of this assertion, I 
conclude my defence. 

On > diTisicia, the unendmenc wa> carried, 

and Mr. Smith's remaining re«olution«wttese«r»lIr put »nd n«gati*ed. 
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' Ml. Fox, in pursuance of the notice he had preVunaly given, dUt ivf «ubr 
Bdtlcd to the House a motion For an entire change in the nsCcm hitherto par-- 
soed by ministen in rejicd to eiternal politits ; ctwdndiBg hil tpeech with 

*■ That an addreu be preKoted to hii Majestj, most hnDiblf to offer to hii 
royal cotuideration, chat judgment vrhlch hia faithful comiDoiu fiave fbnned, 
kodnoir deem it their dutj lo declare, cooccrnin^ the condact of hii miniMcn 
in the eomtnencement, and during the pro^:;s, of the present unfortunate 
war. A) long as it was possible for ni to donix friim wbat source the DihiOMl 
idiKtcssei had arisen, We have, in times of difficulcr >nd peril, thought oof- 
aelTci boand to strengthen hi! MajeitT'i goTetnment for the protectiw of hit 
Snl^ecti, by our confidence and snpport. Bat'aur doties, ■• hit Mijcnj'* 
coHnwUon, and a> the repreientsliTes of Ka people, will no longer pdmit oi 
to dissemble our deliberate and determined opinion that the distress, diScnltfi 
■nd peril, to which this country is noir>(iIijected,-h>ve irisenfrom the mis- 
icooduct of the kiog'i miniitcri, and are likely to inbsist and iocreaK as long 
•• the nmc principles which hare hitherto guided theM ministen shall continue 
to prevail in the councils t^ Oreat Britain. 

" It it paioful for dTto remind his Mqeaty of the ^uadoo of hii domituoni 
•t the beginning of the war, and of the high degree of prosperity to which th* 
•kill and industry af hit subjects had, under the s*£egurd of a five constitu- 
tion, raised the British empire, since it can only fill his mind wiA thetnelaii- 
dioly recellectioD of prosperity abused, and of opportunities of securing pes- 
BUntect advantages waiitMily rejected. Nor shall we proume to wonnd hit 
Majesty's benevolence, by dwelling on the (ortBiute ciicnmstances tlut might 
have arisen from the mediation of Oreat Britain between the powers then at 
^rar, which might have ensured dte permaneDce of Our proaperity, while it 
praerrcd all Europe from the calamitici which it hai since eoduied. A. me- 
iliation which thiskini;dom wii 10 well fined to cairy on with vigour and dig- 
nity, by Its povcf, its character, and the nature of its govemmeut, happily 
nmoved at an equal distance from the contending extremes of licentiousiesa 
and tyranay, 

*■ i'rom this aentral tnd in^nrtial system of ptdicy, his Majesty's nmdster* 
were induced to depart by certain measures of the trench g o re nmi eot, of 
which they complained as injurious and hastib: to this country. With what 
JBicice those complainti were mide,w^ ire not now eaUed tipOQ to determine, 
Knee it cannot '^ pretended tl-^at the iqeainres of France were of such a nv 
tim ai to preclude ihe poisibility oi adjuitmtnt by ntgoduioni lad iiii 
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impossible to deny, ttiat the power which sf uf> ap the cHuincl of accommo- 
Jatium mttst he tbt real aggressor in war. To reject uegociation fs to dao' 
- ttilic,0D bottiGtiei; ind, whatener aiij have bem the nature of the poitai* 
hi qneEtion bctweeu u> and France, we cannot but pronounce the reCustf 
of tuch ID auchorized conunuoication Tiilb that country, as mi^t han mi* 
cablf terminated the dii^pute, to tie tlie true and immediate cawe tS the 
rapture whith followed. 

^ Nor can we (brlieir to remark, that the prMOlcci nniJcr which his M»- 
jnty'i ministers then haughtily rcfuaed nich authorized eomniiDi cation haiC 
been suffickcntly eipoud by their own conduct, in lioce submitting to a si- 
milar interccunOj with the eaBie government. 

" Tha ■ii-'gutd«d policy which thus randercd the war inevicabh, appears to- 
ta*e icliMted muiiacrs in tbeir dclemiDation to csntinue it at all hazards. 
At the lame' time we caanat. hut •bserve, that the obstinacy with which 
^ley have adhered to their desperate system is Hot mote remarlcable 'thak 
their versatility id tbe prcteiCs upon whk-h they hare ^stilled it. At one 
period the itrenp^th, at another the . wtahnessy of the enamy hai been nrgeil 
as motive.s for continuing the war; the sucles<es, as wcEl as the defeats of 
tbe allies, have contiituled only ut proloiig. tb* contest ; and hope and de- 
Epur have erjually served to involve >s still deeper in tbe horrors of war, aAd to 
entail upon ui an endless train of oibniilies. After the orlginiil profeueil 
objects had been obtained by the eipulcian of the French armies from tbe 
tcrricoriei of HoUaod and the Auttrian Netherlands, we End his Majesty's 
ministcrv inflncnced either by arroganee, or infatuated by amtootfand 
vain hope of conquests, vrhl^h, if realized, could never compensate to the 
Batioa for (he blood and treasiire by which ihey must be obtained, rejecting. . 
, Bnheord, the overtures made hy the ciecutive council of France, at a pe- 
riod when the cireumstanccs were so eminently favourable to hii Majesty 
and his allies, that there is every reason to suppose that a negotiation, com- 
menced at such a juncture, must have terminated in an honourable and ad- 
vantageous peaM : to the pnxpccta arising from sucl^ an appoituniiy thejr 
ptefened a blind'acd obstinate peraL-feraDCe in a war whith ctiuld Karce 
have any leataining object but the unjustiGalile purpoK of imfioiing upoD' 
France a government disapproved of by tbe inhabitant* of that coHniry. 
And such was the iafatuation of theic iiljnistert, that, far Iram being able to 
frame a wise and comprehensive lyjtem of policy, they even rejected the 
few advantages that belonged to their own unfortunate siiame. The gene- 
ral existence of a desi^ to interpose in the internal governmoit of Fiuce 
vrai n» manifest not lo rouse into active hottility the national aeal of that peo- 
ple : biitdieif particular projects were too equivocal to attract the coafidaicet 
Wfrorare the co-operation of those Frenchmen who were diaaSected to the, 
loveniibcnC of Iheir country. Tht uataK <^ thcM plans was tw ctsat oeC 



.:?:!.« Google 



1756] PARLIAMENTARY .SPEECHES- l6s 

. U pranke rormidiUG eaeaaa, but their extmt WM too amtigtioiM to coDiik- 
liUE auf ul ticndi. 

" Wc beg leave funher to reprsfOit to your Htjestf, thu tit suUequnt 
ptriocU your mlniitcn hxTc nBitfed the moit Eavonnble oppcHtuoitia M 
escape of otlniiiing an hgnounble wd ulntitigtons pacification. Thej- 
did aot anil thesuelres, u it wH their duty to hiYc done, ot the onbrokca 
ttfcDjth of the g;ener*l confederaey which had been lormed agaiiut FrancCi 
for the parpoae of g^nng effect to ovaymn far negociation. They m* €k 
(ccesuon of tcveral powerful itaCa from thu conlcdcncyi they loSend it 
10 dtstolre without in effatt for the actalniiicDt of general pacificadoD. 
They loaded their coantrjr with the odium of hairing engaged it in a combi- 
mtion diuged with the mo«t qnestionaUe and Dojustifiihle Tiewa, witliont 
BTiilinJ ihemielTci of that comlunaiiaii, for procuring bimuable cooditiaM 
of peace. That from this fatal neglect) the {mgmt of honilitic* hai only 
served to cUaJilith the cvlli which ccttaicly might have been avoided hj 
negociatioD, bat which are now coafirtned by the arenti of the war. .We 
have felt that the uojiutifiable and imptaetic^lc efforts to eMablish royalty 
io FnucE, by force, have only pro^eit Eual to iti nnfortnnate supporters. 
We ban seen with r^ret the lubjugaiion of HoUuid, and the aggrandise- 
moil of the Freoch republic, and we have to lament the aJtentioQ in the 
ttite of Eorope, SM only from the ^cccnet of the French, bnt hm the 
lomudable icquiiitions of tome of the allied powen on the side of Poland, 
acquisitions alarming iroia theii m^nitnde, but itill more to from the tti«n< ' 
tier la which they have been made; ibu) £itally learaiaj that the war haa 
Voded alone to establiib the very evils, fik the prevoitian of nhicli it wit 
avnwedly ondertaken. 

" That we now thcreSire approach bis Majesty to aainre him, that his' 
faithfa) commoci heard, with the sinctreit tatis&ctian, hig Majetty't tnoM 
giaciout mestage, of the 8th of December, wlwtein bis Majetty acquaint* 
Ihrin, that the crisis which wat dcpeadiog, at the commencement of th* 
present leiiion, bad led to luch an order of tbjngi, as would indoce hit 
Majesty tp meet any diiposiiion to negociition on the part of the tatmjt 
with an eamett de^e to give it the fullest aod speediest effect, tpd to 
coadodc a geperal treaty of peace, whenever it could be effected on just and 
f^nitalile terms, for himself and his allies. 

" That from this gracioid coomjudcation, they were Ui to hope for • 
speedy tnminatiaa,,Co this most disastroiu cooteat, but thtt with surprise 
and sorTDw thef have bow reasm to apprdicnd that three nonth* were 
offered ta elapx before any iiepi were taken toward) a negocitliaii, or taf 
onrturea Kade by hii Majesty's servanK. 

" WithcqualMrpriK and concern they have observed, when a fair and opes 
conduct was to pendiitly incumbent on hi* Mijetty'a mi^tten, eonsidtTinf 
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Ae i^jodico and nipi'doDa wMdi then- prericns cotidnct mnc lia*e aeinJ 
in' the tnindt of the French, thai, initcad of adaptiaK theojicii *nd minlj 
r vhich ticcsnie the wbdom, the chiriaer, uid the dlfnit; of the 
I, the;f idopted ■ mode aleuliled rather to etehe tmpicioil, 
■e coofidence m th; enemy. Stay « ipreasntn wtuch mi^t be 
I an ackncnlcdgment of the Frnch rcpnbtu:, w even m dhuka 
to its (onns, wu itadiooilr atoided.: and the miniiier, through whom ihi* 
«vemre n» made, waa, in a nioi««iiprecedeDted mumer, instnmed M d» 
cWe, Alt he bid no authoritx to enter into any nc^ndiiioii or diKusaioD rela- 
IlTctolheobjcctsof thepropoaed treaty. 

** That it it with pain we reflect that the aliaity of hii MapBty'^ Bkhid- 
teri in apptrentlf- breaking off this iseipieiit negoriitian, a> well u the 
uraogc and Doumal manner in which it was xjBoinced to the miniiten «r tkC 
vinous powen of Europe, afford* a very iwf»voiir»6le comment on their re" 
hictancc in entering npon it, and ^is cileulaied to male the most injurious int* 
presiiim reipeeting their sincerity on the people of France. On a rertew of 
many inttmces c^ gross lad ffignnt miseondact, proceeding from the sam^ 
pemidons principles, uid directed Irith incorrigible' obitir.acy to [he same 
miKhicToiis ends, wc deem ourtelTts bmttd in dnty to hjs Majesty, and tv 
' our conititaents to declare, that we lee no rational hope of redeeming the 
■fiiin of the Icingdotn but by the adoption of a lystem radically and funda- 
neBiaBy dilterent Erom that which has prodaced onr preient cabmicies. Until 
his Majesty's mitiisteri ^lall, frqm a teal coirrictioa of past oTors, appear in- 
cBned to resnlate their eopduct npon isch a lysteta-. we can neither gift tnf 
credit (o the aineerity of their profesiiom of a with for peace, nor repose aof 
confidence in tbcic capacity Dor conducting a negoeiation to a prospeton 
issue. Odioitt as they are to an enemy, who mutt itiH believe them atricll^ 
to cherish thnae anpriiicipted and chimerical projects which they ban been 
compelled in public to Asarow, contemptible In the cyei of dl Europe froitt 
the (Uaplay of inhiceritj and inapacity which har marked their condact,olir 
only hopes rest on bis Majesty's riryal wtsdom and unqnesthMd aKecdoD fhi' 
bit people, that he will be gracioiuly pleased to adopt maaimi of lulicy more 
suited to the drcBmstanced of the tiroes thin tliose by wbieh hit tninism >^ 
pcai to have been governed,- aod to direct hii serrantt to uke aeatttfeit 
which, by differing essentially as well in tb^ tetidency, u in the ptincipl* 
npon whiefa ibey are CDuodcd, from those whkh have iutlserto marked tbeif 
amdnet, may pre this country mxae reasonable hope, at no very distant 
period, of the estahlishmont of peace tuluble to the intereui of Great BritaiBr 
and likely to It tterH-tht tranquillity of ^urapt." 



,:,:kv, Google 



I79C.] PARLlAMfi^ART SPEECHES, iGi 

' The nntien fccing read, Mr. Virt immediitdf lOM t 

It is far froin bring my iDtcndon, Sir, unnecessariljr to detain 
tlie attentioa of the honse, by expatiating at any great length 
on tbe various topics introdmced into tlie Veiy long ud eIabo> 
rate speech which yoo hare now heard pronounced. The r^ht 
lionoarable gentleman if ho delivered it, thought ' proper to lay 
considerable stress on the autbbrl^ of a celebrated orator of 
Antiquity*, who established it as a maxim, that, frinn a retro- 
spect of past errors, we shoald rectify oar condDCt for Qte future; 
and that if they were errors of lacapadty only (hat had occa* 
ijooed our misfortunes, and not as absence of zeal, strength, aaA 
resoaVces to maintain our eanse, and tecare our defence, iastca4 
of such a disappointmeat being a cause of despair, it shoald, oa 
the contrary, invigorate our exertioas, Jind reanimate onr hopet, . 
That such a retrospect roa-j, in most cases, be wise and salutary, 
is a proposition which v>U hardiy be denied. It iBevident, Aat 
Anr appeal to experience is the Iiest gaaad to future condnct, and 
that it may be necessary to probe tli^e natnre of the misfortune, 
in order to apply a suitable remedy. 'But in a question so mo- 
raentous and interesting to the coDDtry, as undoubtedly the pre> 
sent question mast be, if it can be deemed expedient to ruq out 
Into tf long retrospective ricw of past calamities, snrely it must 
1^ far more so to point ont the mode by which their fatal effects 
inay )ie averted, and by proving the' origin of the evllt com- 
plained of, to judge of the nature and efficacy of the temedlea 
to be applied. Whatever, therefore, our present Situation may 
be, it cert^nly cannot be wise to fix our attention solely on 
what is pait, bat lather to look to what still can, and rem^s to 
he done. This is mgre naturally fh^ subject that should be pro- 
posed to the discussion ot a deliberatrre aisembly. Whaterer 
ibay have been the origin of the contest in which we arecngaged, 
irhen all the drcumstances attcqdfng it are duly considered, it 
^ ha4 tha effect of uniting all candid atid i^mpartial meq, ii| 
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ackoowlndgiDg the undisputed jusdce of our cause, and the od. 
just And wanton aggresKion on tbe part of the enemfi Such 
baTing beeii, snd still, I presitne to say, being the more general 
opinion, prudence then must tell ns to diEmiss all retrospcctiret 
"•km of the lubject «ad to direct the whole of oqr ^t(cnt)on to 
what onr <actual tituation rcquiret we shoald do. The ris'>t 
-jianourdblo gentleman mait liave ooniumed much,tiinc iq pre. 
paring the ratFOipect he ha^ just taken of qur past disaster ; and 
tie has consumed much of his tiqie in detailing it to the bouse; 
i)ut instead of layiahiog away what was sp precious on erils 
wbich, accordipg to him, admit of no rcniedy ^r qhangc, wonl^ 
it not 1m more becoming htm, as a friend to bis doantry, and aa, 
. enlightened member of this hous«, to attend to vrhat new circum- 
i^pees may produce, uid to trace out tbe line of cooduet w)iicl\ 
ifl the pFtsent state uf tilings it would be prudent to pursue \ 

In the close of hii speech t|ietigbthonDur{ibleg;enllt:'naQ allude, 
•d to bis former professions respe^Ung the prosecuHou of thQ 
war* Acpording to these professions, he, and erery gentleman 
W:bD thought with bim, declared, that should the enemy reject 
overtures of peace, or appear rdactant to enter mto negocialian, 
when proposed, then he, and erery man in' the country would 
upite in advising tbe adoption of the most Tigoroiii mfi^uresj; 
aod that not only such conduct qu the part of the e^emy would 
unite every Englishman in the ca^ise, but that ffhile it uniteil 
Engird, it must divide France, wliq would be indignant against 
wbateTergovernipent or governors ghou],d dare tf( reject, what 
was the sincere wish of the majority of its inhabitants. Instead, 
tlicrefore, of expatiating on the exl|ausl£d state of the Randal 
resources of the country, and ruqiUDg into an historical detail of 
ail our past calamities, a subject which almost engrossed ths rigbt- 
fagnburablc gentleman's speech, 1 must beg leave to remind hint 
of those his ^onqer professions, and invile bim to make good th^ 
pledge he bas so often given to this bouse, and to tlic country, 
wd put to in&ame the nrrogance and unjust pruttnsionq^f Ihc) 
eaemy, by an exaggerated statement of our past misfortunei, or 
uf our present inability tO retiiete them by a spirited wd vi- 
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pynvs prosecfation of the var. His reeling* us an Eoglithinanj 
and his duty as a member of parliament, mist assanrilj' indole 
the right bonouralile gentloman to esCTt his abilities in stiggcst^ 
tog the most effectual means of insuring our sarcess.in tbo eon^ 
test, especially sinte he heard the late arrogant and ambiUonl 
professions of the enemy. All retrospectiTe riewa I (herefoK 
for the present must regard as nselcss, and think it far more wise 
and urgent to provide for the success of fature exertions j not 
that I decline entering into the retrospect (o wli^h I am chair 
lenged, which I am ready to do iritfi t!ic indulgence of tbc honse, 
but because I fciA !t of more serious importance to call your 
attention, not to tiie retrospect alone, but rather to the actual 
state of things, wideb t!ic right honourable gentleman has en- 
^rely emitted. 

And, firal, ict me oTiscrre, that, while I endeaTOur to follow 
the right Uono arable gCD Item an through his Tery longjdctail of 
facts and events, I shall foHon him as they bear oh a particular 
conriuslon wliich he wi^es to draw frop diem, but which the 
country does .not call far, and which it will not admit. What ' 
Is the conclusion to which he wishes to lead us? Does it vot 
go to record a conifession and retractation of our past errors. ? aa 
iTOwal that, icstead of a just and necessary war, tp whi^di we 
were ,coi30j)dled by an unprovoked aggression, we are embarked 
In a contest in which we wantonly and unjustly engaged, whitp 
bnr defence is eridently such as our dearest interests cal) for, 
and which a regard to justice, and to every mor;!^ principle, 
legitimates and sanctifies ? Can, then, thjs honse adopt a lnu> 
tion, which directly contradicts its recorded opiaions, and whicli 
tends to force on it new councils; or, [if other words, to oblige 
it to rescind all the resolutions it has come to since the com. 
mencem'ent of tjie war? The right honourable gentleman has, 
in rich and giowiifs colouring, depicted ourexhausted resources} 
the. want of vigour ii) oar measures, and the inaltenttoq of mi- 
|iisters to sclie on the more favourable opportunities for making 
^eace. He also assumes, that the sole cause of the war, was the 
jtGto'ration pf monarchy in France; and that this cause aftcN 
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Tnrdu dtifted 4iita nrious other complexiooa. All these charges, 
bowofer, as wtjll u (he nnjustneu of Ihe war, ho establishes on]y 
Ity prcfnmption. The right honourable gentleman then goes 
tack to 179^ whf n he eaji the Grat opporluaity was olTered of 
Anr proonring pcaco to Europe, but of which ministers did not 
ftTail theqselTes. He also refers lo a speech made by me on 
the opening of the budget of that year, uhich he describes ai 
having been nttered in a tone of great safisfacUon, triumph, and 
exultation. It is true, indeed, that I full much Batisraction in ex. 
hibiting to the country the high degree of prosperity to which 
it had then reached ;— not less satisfaction, I am sure, than the 
lionaurable gentleman seems to feel in giTing tite mmncboly 
picture that his motioii has now drawn of its present reduced 
sitaation ; and I felt the more TiVid satisfaction in Tiewing that 
prosperity, as it enabled us to prepare for, and CDler into, « 
contest of a nature altogether unprecoiented. Now, howcfcf, 
when that prosperity is over, the honourabio gentleman dw^ 
on it rather rapturously, though it seemed little to affect him at 
the time it was enjoyed. But, not only are ministers accuse^ 
bf having neglected the opportunities of making peace, bat wheq 
they have attempted overfurcg of that nature, they are charged 
with insincerity, or with holding forth Bomcthing in the shape 
and make of these overtures that must create suspicions of their 
sincerity in the enemy, or provoke their disgust. What can 
couDtenance such an causation, I an^ sadly at a loss to discover : 
for at the periods alluded to, every molire of public duly, every 
coiLiideration of personal ease, roust have induced me ta exert 
tlie best of my endeavours to promote^ peace, by which alone | - 
could be enabled to effect the favourite objects I had in view, of 
redeeming the public debt and the 4 per cents, as alluded to by. 
the hononrablc gentleman. No stronger proofs could be givea 
of the sincerity of government to {promote and cnsare peace,^ 
than was then given by his Majesty's ministers ; and if they werv 
disappointed, the fault is not with (hem, hut their condact most 
be understood and justified by the imperious necessity, which iq 
J793 compelled them to resist an ua|>roroked aggresuoo. As to 
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the acensations nrgcd against us of not ofTeiing oni me^fion, 
or eren refaring it when solicited, ithej are ^nallj' of littto 
ireisht. Are ministeni to be blam^, for what it woold 1m 
liaEardous In (h«m to attempt, and worM it not be hazardooi 
to propose a mediation vrherc both parties were not naif to 
iigree? To hate erected ourseltes into arbiters, conid onl/ tt* 
pose us tp difficulties and disputes, if we were determined, a> W* 
ODght to be, to enforce that mediation on the parties whorefiiMt 
to admit it. And what iB tbe great nsc which the honoaraU* 
gentlcroaif^ seems to be so eager to derive from that peaoe, if *« 
procured! Is Itfittliatwe should^ to war in order to prtrenl 
the partition of Poland ? In general policy, I am ready to con^ 
fesa^at this partition is nnjnst ; Iwt it does not go, as is said, 
to oTcrturn the balance of power in Enrope, for which the right 
hononiable gentleman, as it suits his argnment, exprcssei greatct 
or less solicitode ; for that country being nearly dirided cqnalljr 
between three great powers, it can little contribnte to the undna 
a^randizement of either. Bat how strange did it senn in that 
r^ht honorable gentleman, who inr«ghed so strongly ag^nst 
the partition of Poland, toccasiire ministers for thdr endeafouit 
tf> prevent the partition of Turltey, when it was the establishiBBnt 
^r the principle, that this country could not interfere to prennt 
the partition of Turkey, precluded tKe possibility of any inter, 
ference with respect to Poland I 

As to the Utter transactions that bare occurred between thll 
country and fVance, they are too recmt in the memory of tim 
hooMj.to ret^uire that I should call thdr attention to Aon. TbA 
resoluti^ to which we hare come on &\i subject, ar^ too n-, 
£ttd and toq lolema, the opinion too settled and too deeply 
fonned, to be lightly reversed. Wq caqnot, surely, forget 
the first canse of complamt, allowed to be wcU founded, and 
Ike famous decree of the ISth of NoTamber, wt4eh wa* an hi. 
palt snd an ont'ragQ on all clrilized nations. SeditioDs men, 
delegated from this cc^nntry, with, treason in their months, and 
rebellion in their.hearts, were receired, welcomed, and cares* 
ted by the t%M«<Qr« at fnuiw. ^hat goremqaat, without 
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w^lilig nnfU it bad eren established itself, declared hostilities 
Against all the old esta,blished tyetems : without having scarcely 
an existence in itedf, it had the presumption to promise to in. 
terpose to the des^etlon of all the existing governments in the 
wortd. All gOTernments alike fell under its rengeance; the 
oU forms were contnnned and reprobated ; those which had 
ataoi ^ test of expcrtenee, whether monarch}', aristrocscy, 
or mixed democracy, mere all to be destroyed, They declared 
that they wonld join the rebellious subjects of any state to over. 
tarn their goremnieBt. And what woe the explanation rccdted 
from M. Chaavelin on these sobjects of complaint ? Did it 
amannt to any . more than that the French would not intcrmed. 
&e with the form of gOTernment in other countries, nnless it 
nppewed f^ tho majority of the poople required it to be chan- 
ged ^ As -to their declaration against aggrandizement, without 
ttopping to argue n pi^ot that is ko extremely clear, I will only 
refer the hoase to their whole conduct towards Belgium. They 
dedarnl tWt they would never interfere in the government of 
' Pelgium) after it had cansolidatcd its liberties ; — a strange way 
(tf decUpiog intcifersDce when a farm of constitution wa« far<^ 
upon it, iH^riag thename, but not the stamp of liberty, and 
JXHspefiisg the Belgians to consolidate and preserve it. With 
revpcct to anotiicr ctuse of war, viz. the opening of the Scheldt, 
their explanations regarding that circumstance, and thnr in. 
iefttions upon Ilollajid, were equally unsatisfactory; thdr ultU 
nwtDip wu, thjt they would give no further satisfaction; and 
thijr refttiipg a f^r exftlauation made them the aggressors io 
reali^y^ U not iu form. Still, however, &e cbann*^ of ne. 
(oeiafion -wlu not cut off by this country: as long as thq 
lung of France retained » shadow of power, I^. Ghauvelin cod- 
finued to be recdved in an offieial capacity ; aad even after the 
cruet catastrophe of that unfortunate monarch, his Majesty* 
minisUr at the H«gue:dul not r(f use to communicate with 
(eoeral {himvnrfer, when he expressed a wish to hold a eon- 
ference. , with him relative to some proposals of peace. WbcD 
•U. tluie mtportanitfes had been oflbsei and Qeglected, they 
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declAted war, and left us bo choice, in forrn'Or In subsfaon^ 
bat redaced us to the necessity of repttUng an unjnst aggrasiioo.' 
Id evety point of view, they therefore were ^ideiMly tl|e ig.. 
grnsors, eren According to tha right honourabls gentlomau'a 
own principles, aod we certunly took every prscaution, that U 
was either St, or pouiblc to do, to avoid it. 

1 xannot help wishing to reeal the attention of the home t* 
tiie general conclusion of jihat I hue stated, for upon- that rest* 
all I have to say on the first part of the right hononrable geO' 
(l«nan's propoailions. if the house had beeo hurried by pas- 
sion into the war, if it had been hurried by the false o^nion of 
ethers, or by any unjust pretensions of its awn, would it go 
to the enemy to atone fur its misconduct, and accede to saclt 
conditions as the enemy might .offer? Could it happen that 4 
war not ordinarily just and necessary, when applied, to enaj 
Boral principle, should in form be so untrue, that, aftor threa 
years standing, it ehould be found all illusion ? If the hoostt 
cannot ackRUwIeclge these thiqgs, much less can I beliere, id^ 
mittiiig all the depreciated statements of our resources to bs 
true, and founded to such an extent as to make us. submit al. 
most to any humiliation, that last of all we should submit to 
tlie pride and ambition of an enemy, whoso hypocrisy^ in. 
justice, tyranny, and oppression we hare so repeatedly witness. 
«d, reprobated, and deplored : and yet that was what the right 
hononraUe gentleman proposed. He proposed that ve shouU 
bow down before the enemy, with the c^rd about oOr neckij- 
wheD wc have not felt the self-rcproaoh of doing wrong; to 
trounce and abjure our recorded professions, and leceire » 
sentence' of condemnation, as severe as undeserved.' This I 
contend would be to rt^qonnce the character of Britons. Even 
if, by ^e adverse fortune of war, we should be driven to sue for 
peace, 1 hope we shall never be mean enough to aoltnowledfe 
ourselTcs guilty of a falsehood and injastice, in order to ob- 
tain it 

The right bonattrable gentleman's next accuEatiou against 
ministen is, th^ they hare been goilty of a radical efrof, in 
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not ukDowl«4l{wig.the French Fepablic. It if told this baa 
been the bar to «lt treaty ; this has prevented erery overture in 
wbMquent situations. I admit that it Itas so happened, that we 
ksTS nerer acknowledged the republic, and I admit also, that 
no appUEation nor overture for peace, on the part of this povn- 
try, has been made till lately. I admit, that after the siege of 
Valendennes, I did say it was not then advisable to make con- 
dlttoni, and I admit also, ^t when .we struggled nniler dtiad- 
vantages, Iwas equally averse; whence the right, honourable 
gen^emaa infers, *' that if you will not treatfor peace wban you 
are successful, nor -treat for it when you are unfortunate, there 
must be some secret cause, wliich induces us to believe yon are 
not disposed to treat at all." Is it reasonable, I ask, when a just 
kope is entertained of increasing our advantages, to risk the 
Opportunity which those advantages would secure of makia^ 
better t«ins ; or, is it reasonable when w^ experience great and ~ 
deplorable misfortune^, to entertain a just apprehension of ob^' 
tuning a permanent and honourable peace, on f^r and perma— 
noit GoncKtions? These are the principles on which I have 
acted, and they are raised ^poa the fair gronods qt humaq 
, j|(^ion. If snccess enough were gamed to force the enemy to re- 
finqui^ a part of their possessions, and we might not yiet hope 
to Iw wholly relieved from similar dan^n, except by a repetidoa 
of similar effbrta and similar saccesa, was it incoosistrat for a 
lover of bis country to push those efforts further upon the rea- 
ionablp expectation of securing a more permanent and honour^ 
able peace i And, 0;^ the othe; hand, when we experienced the 
Bad reverse of fortune, ivhen the spirit of our allien wqs broken, 
onr troopf. discomfited, our territories wrested from us, and all 
9UI hones disconcerted and overthrown, did it ai^e a want oC 
reuoQ or a want of prudence not to yield to the temporary pres- 
sure ? The same situations to 4 well-tnppered mind would al^ 
ways dictate the same mode of conduct. In carrying on the 
war, we have met with misfortunes, (iod knows, serere-ond 
l»tter ! Exclusive of potitive acquisitions however, have w« 
yainednothtn^by the phange which has taken place in France^ 
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If we had made peace, as the r*^lit hoaonrable gentleman sayi 
■we aught to bare done, io 1798, weshould have made it beTors 
Fraoce bad lost her trade ; before she bad exhausted her capital ; 
before her foreign possessions Were captured, ind her naTy dea 
•troyed. This is my answer to every part of the right honour^ 
able gendeman's speech relatire to making peace at those early 
periods. 

Bot a discassion is once more iotrodjced as to the object of 
the war. Ministers ha^e repeatedly and distinctly stated the 
object, but it is a custom, on the other side of the honse, to take 
unguarded and warm expressions of indltidaals in favour %f ths 
war, for declsrations of ministers. Thas, many things which 
fell from that great man (Mr. Burke) bate since been stated a» 
the solemn declaration of goTemmeat ; thongh it is known that, 
to a certtin extent, there is a difference between ministers and 
that gentleman upon tills subject. But then it is to be taken as 
dear, that ministers are not only ansions for the restoration of 
monarchy in France, but the old monarchy with alt. its abases. 
That ministers wished to treat with a goTemment in which jaco* 
bin principles should not prerul, that they wished for a govern. ' 
Uent from which they could hope for security, and that ihey 
thought a monarchy the most likely form of govemmeat to af> 
ford to them these advantages, is most nndoubtedly true ; but 
that ministers ever had an idea of continuing the war for th« 
purpose of re-establishing the old gOTemment of France, wilb 
^1 its abnsee, I solemnly deny. If, for the reasons I have be- 
fore staled, it would not have been prudent to have made i 
peace in the early stage of our contest, surely it n-oujd not have 
been advi^ble when the eiiemy were inflated with success. 
The fate of the campaign of 1794 tamed against us upoii a^ 
nvrowapoint as I believe ever occurred. We were-uhfortn- 
Ute, bat the blame did not rest here : that campaign Jed i» 
the conquest of Holland, and to the consternation which im. 
M^iatdy extended itself among the people of Germany an<f 
England. What, howcrer, was the conduct of nrinbters at that 
. period i It they had given way to tbe alarm, they woold have 



,:,:kv, Google 



174 MR. PITT'S tM«T 10, 

been oenniraUe indeed : instead of doing so, thty iinmediatd/ 
lout out expeditions to capture the Dutch settlements, which ws 
Biay now either restore to the etadtholder, iT he should be restor* 
ed^ or else we maj retain them onrseWes. If, inftead of that 
line of conduct, his Majetty's miaisterB bad then Acknowledged 
the French republic, does the right honourable gentlcmao, docs 
the house, suppose that the terms we should then have obtained ' 
would fasve l>een Iicttcr than thnse we can now expect i Then, 
it wasftsked, why did not administration ni-gooiate for peace be-> 
fore the confederacy was weakened by the defection of Spain an^ 
Pnttfiia, because, of course, better terras might have beea ob>' 
tained w&ea (be allies were all nnited, than conid be expected 
after the; became divided? It undoubtedly would hare been a 
most adTantucous thhtg, if we could hare prevailed upon the 
kings of Spain and Prussia to have contimted the war «ntil the 
enemy werb broagbt to terms, bnt that not haTit^ 1>een thecase^ 
we at least had th» adVantage o( llie assistance of tbose powers, 
while they remuned in the confederacy. Before any blame csa 
attach upon ministers ftpon this ground, it will be necessary to 
shew, that, prior to the dbfectioa of Prussia and Spain, teima 
were proposed to ds, which Ve rejected. Whether these two 
powers have gained much from thfe peace they have made, is not 
a qnestion very difficult to be answered. Whether Spain was 
really in that state that she could not h)>vo maintained another 
campaign, without running (he risk of utter destrucUOn, -is a 
point upon which I do not cbuse to give an opinion ; but, nitb 
lespcct to Fmssia, she certainly enjoys the inactivity of peace, 
but she faas all the preparation and eipcnse of( war. 

The right honourable gentleman again adverts >to the form 
of government which, he says, it wa» the intention of tninistets 
to establish in France^ and alludes, particularly, to the affair at 
Toulon ; and frpm that subject t^e honourable gentleman maket, 
■ rapid transition to the ease of M. de la Fayette. With respect 
to what might be (he treatment of that unfortunate gentlemaii,^ 
theoahioet of Great Britain had no share In it, nor did minis. 
Inri think themielvcs warranted in interfering with the allies 



.:?:!.« Google 



1796.] ' PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. ir» 

upon tbe subject. With regard to Mr. LunMb, tiw right ho> 
nourable genllemui certainly did ministm juMice« when lie raid 
thtj co«ld feel no aotipfttby ta Ibat perron ; and the; certainly 
did feel great relucdmee in ordering him to quit (he kingdom £ 
bat as to the motive which induced them to tnks that step, they 
did not conceirp It to be » proper subject of disGnisiou. The *c* 
of parliament had Tested discretion in the eiecntiTe' goremmeot^ 
aod th^'must be left to tbe exercise of it, 

Theright hononrablo gentleman has also alluded to tbe situa- 
tion of the emigrant), and asserted, that if goTernment were of 
opinion that there was no prospect of making an attack with 
SUCCC9S upwi France, it was tbe bdght of cruelty to have em- 
ployed tbf m. This, howcrer, was tiot the case : there were, at 
dilFcreot times, well grounded expectations of success against 
that country, and surcfy it cannot be considered as cruelty to 
hare rsrnished tbe emigrants with the means of ftflempting to 
regain their properties and their honours. 

. The right honourable gentleman has also thought proper, in 
bb speech, to dwell at considerable leogtb on the sl&te of the 
enemy's finances. lie is wilting to admit that their finances are^ 
Ks he says I ha*e-«tated them to be, in the very gulph of bank- 
tuptcy — in tbdr last agonies. But then the right booonrahla 
gentleman proceeds to ask me whether, notwithstanding thit 
financial bankruptcy, tbey have not prosecuted thor military 
•perations with increased, vigour and success? Whether, not. 
. withstoodiog' these their last agonies, (hey may not make such 
dreadful struggles.as may bring their adversaria to the grare? 
I will not now detain the house by contrasting the ^nances of 
this. country with those of the eaemy ; I will not now dwelt on 
the impossibility of a nation carrying on a rigorous war, in which 
it is aonnally expending one third of its capital ; but I will tell 
the right honourable gentleman that the derangement of the 
French armies at the latter end of tbe last campaigo, the ex- 
hausted state of their magazines and stores, and their ultimatfl 
retreat before the allied troops, furnish a convincing proof that 
the rapid decline of their finances b^ioi to affect-in the greatest 
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'degree their military operatioM. Haw far (heir recent successes, . 
. Ml tile side of ■ Italy, deserve credit to the ei tent stated by the 
rigTit honoarable gentleman, I shall not take upon me tp say : 
t hKie had flo tateltifence on the tabjcel, and -therefore BhaI^ 
offer no opinion to the house. 

. The noit topic vhich I hare to comidcr, is the argnment 
drawn fFOm the question of our niocerity in the message deliTered 
to the French minister at Basle, on the 6th of March ; and s 
peat Tariely of oIuer?a(ioni have heen suggested and urged 
upon that paint. Ode inference drawn by the right hononrable 
gcntlemaa, arises from the circumstance of this message harins^ 
been communicated four months after his Majesty's speech, and 
ftree months after the declaration made to parliament, that his. 
Majesty was ready to meet and gire efliict to any disposition 
jDanifesled on the part of the enemy for the conclusion of a 
fcneral peace. In the fiVst place it must be remembered, that 
untiier the speech from the throne, nor the declaration exp^e^ed 
any intention in the British gOTemment, to be the Grst in mak' 
ing proposals for opcnJng a negociatioti. The fair constmction 
vent no farther than to invite the enemy to mak« the first ad- 
vances, if they wcrojo disposed, and to shew that no AbstacIO 
would be opposed on our part to the capacity of the goTem> 
tnent they had chosen to negociate terms with this country. 
Gentlemen, therefore, have no right to feel in any degree dis- 
appointed at the delay of the Communication, since, in beio^ 
the first to male any oTertures of peace, his Majesty's minis- 
ten went beyond any pledge they had given, or any eipectattoa 
that ought to be* entertained. 

It has further been objected, that those proposals most be 
Insincere, becaose it did not appear that on this occasion we hi3 
, acted in concert with our allies. A sufficient answer to this 
may be given by the peculiar circumstances of affairs, the tatencsj' 
1ft the season, and those commnnications bdng cut off, by which 
we and our allies were before enabled to maintain a ready tnter- 
coorse. Had tliis cereaony been complied with, the delay, 
which it wookl have occationed, most onavoidably haTubeen 
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greater than that of wbich gentlemen think themsdrea wamnte4 
to GOBipltuD. They are, hoirerer, as much mistaken in thelf - 
Acta, u they are in thar inferences, for this step was not takea 
ItidiDDt prerions comDiaoication .with oar allies, and we acte4 
In cdBcnt with them, though thsy were not formally made par- 
ties to thie proposal ; a ceremony which in my o^nion would 
be wholly auperfluow. 

ADOther,^ proof, it shonid seem, of our ipsinceri^ is, that. 
In Uie newage alluded to, we did not recompile the repiUiUa, 
It Is trnly genenHis in (he right honourable gentleman, geaerOM 
(awards tbem at iMit, to find ont an objection >for the French, 
wUch they themselTes did not ' difico*er. We had the answer 
of the directx>ry fa our note,, and they took Kot the lewt 
notice of tke repnbUc not haring beea recogniz«d. If that had 
been a neceuary and indispensabla form, without which they 
ooosidered lkeiBid*es loSKlted, thdr natnnl conduct wonld 
liaTe-beeK to gire no answer at all. On t]us< point of recog* 
nition, howerer, the right honourable gmtleman ii always ex- 
tremely tender, and has it very mach ti heart He hoUa qp thf 
rumple sf America to hs, ai if it was an instance that had 
«ay ^plicatlvB to the present qaeition. The ri^t hononiabto 
geBtlMMB also boldly contends, that if we had paid the French 
jgovemment tiiis mark of reapect and confidence, it wooU hare 
kdaced them, la retntn, to propose more moderate terms. I 
•m, however, very far from expecting any tncfa effect ; for, in 
factg-the goTerament of France nerer teemed to think of it. I 
do Hot coftslder the omission as an act of hostility, and th^ 
mvtt be aware, that the proposal to treat in itielf implied a re- 
togitition, withoat which it was impassible that a treaty should 
be^oncldded. 

To shew the consistency oi the arguments on this subject, 1 , 
•ball take the Bberty of recalling the atteation of the house ta 
ttose anteced^t periods, when the gentleman on the opposlto 
|Ue of the home, is defen^ng the Frmch gorunment, held up 
V Ottr imitation the wise and temperate conduct of tht court of 
i^witfk, wtech malntatfd » henefictal iwnt»lity with France^ 
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And with which the latter shewed itselE capable of maintaiqing 
the necessary relations of unity and peace. It -Is indeed true, 
that France has in a great measure respected the neutrality of 
Deninaik, and observed with it the relations of peace, at least, if 
not of amiCy^ What, however, destroys the right Jionoarabl« 
{ebtleoian's ai^ument at once is, that this wise, peaceable, neutx^^ 
and amicable court of Denmark had not recognized the Frenck 
republic till the presfcnt year. So (hat, in fact, Denmark did 
sot consider the Frntch goTcrnmcat aa one that it ought to, 
acknowledge, till the'form which it assnmed rendered it ill 
Some degree cqfially admissible in the eyes of the other powers of 
Europe. 

Another argument of inrinccrity is, that we &ii tiot pro^ 
pose terms to the enemy, while we called upon them for (heirfti 
This I conceive to be that which we had no right to do,;- th« 
application did not com? from tiie enemy, it w^s made on ous 
part, and it wonld have been ridiculons to propose any parti- 
cular terms to them, till we were previonsly Informed whether 
they were willing to treat at all. It has also been aUegcd> that 
we must have been insincere, becalise when we employed tha 
minister at Basle to make this application, we did not at thit 
Same time giro him the power to negodate. It wai cilraor4i- 
itsuy indeed that an obserration of this kind should be urged 
by atiy person who professed the sli^tcst acquaintaocs with 
diplomatic proceedings. I would ask the right boaourabl* ./ 
gentleman wliether it was ever known that the person, eor- 
ploy^ to sound the disposition of a belligerent party, was also 
considered as the proper minister for discussing all the relativ* 
interests, and concluding a treaty ? The house must remem- 
ber, on farmer occasions, when the right honourable gentleBi4ua 
was so warm in the recommeodation of a peace Hith France, 
whatever might Ik its govemmeut, that, apprehensive of aa 
adherence to that etiquette, wkich might ^vent us from beina 
the first to make overtures, he advised us to make recourse to 
expedients, and soiind the disposition of the enemy, thr«a^ 
the medium of neutzal powers, Ai soon as France adopted » 
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form of goiernmeat,' from wbick an expectatian of sUbilit/ 
was to be drawn, his Majesty's oinistera reailily vaTcd all elia 
quetto, and wnulil not let such forma stand in the way of the. 
pennanont object of the peace and tranquillity of Europe, and 
tiicy made direct proposala to the enemy. Had they, however, 
adapted the axpcdicnt proposed to them, and employed aneutnU 
power to make their communicatioDS, was it to be expected that 
w« should appoint that nentral power our minlEter plenipoten- 
tiary to manage onr interests, aa well as those of onr allies 2 
The geatieman through whom the communicationB were mads 
at Basle, 19 one perfectly qualified from his talents, his zeal, and 
his integrity, to conduct any n^ociation; but whatever may b^ 
his rfiaracter, it would be tlie height of imprudence, or rather 
folly, to .entrust the management of a negocialion of such on* 
comnon momeRt te the discretion of an indiTidnal, and at ancb 
* distaoce. 

The metivea which induced bii Majesty's ministers not to ' 
employ the same minister who had made the adrancea, as the 
negociator of a peace^ are not conSoed to what I have hitherto 
■tated ; it was also necessary in order to shew oar allies that 
we did not go beyond the line of that arrangement which was 
eoocected with them, amd that, troe to our engagements, we 
had ne separate ol^ect, and wo&Id not proceed a step without 
their concurrence. We wished to aroid any thing which could 
excit£ tiic Slightest auspicion, that we were disposed to a 8epa> 
rate negocialloa, which was what France would wMh, and 
what WM her uuifarm aim during the present contest. This 
was a policy which in some instances was tup successful with 
some of our allies, and which enabled her to enforce on them 
successively more harsh and unequal conditiona. It was with« 
view to the same open dialing, that it was thought proper to 
publish to the. diSerent courts of Europe the message and the 
answer, tl^t the world might judge of the moderation ^of. the 
allies, and ihe arrogance of the enemy. 

There wa; f>M froiind -of sincerity which I beliere th» 
ri|ht hunonrable ge^lleman did not state; but which the di- 
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KCI017 ratri opoD, prlndp^y, in thdr mnrer. Thii-iraffi« 
propose for holdiDg a general congress. How this covld nip> 
port die chuga of insincerity, I tun at » loss to coacdre. The 
Britiib gOTernment pointed out the node of -pacilication. Tlii* 
the enemy tboagfat proper to decline and to teproacfa, but did 
not attempt to Bnbriknte any other node by vUdi the ohjmeti 
wai likely to be obtnhied. Sobr from projectingaBy thing vUch 
could ereo justly be n object of snspidiHi. roiaisters had pre- 
ftrred that of a co n gf c w , vhidi was fte only mode in which 
wan were concluded In all caiet wlKrein alUa were coDceraed, 
•rer rince the peace of Hwnster, the two Ust treaties only ex- 
, ccpted. Tltb charge of lorinccri^ was represented by the right 
bonouraUe genfleman a> the probable caiiie of tiie exorbitant 
fcrmt donaaded by tiie enemy : — '* They are high in their de> 
. nands," says the right boDourabIc gmtleman, *' because they 
know yon are not in earnest; wbereas, were (bey cMtfident in 
yomr il&caity, diey would be moderate and candid," In mj 
hnmble apprehension, Ae cstravagance of tbdr terms leads to 
an opposite conclusion, and prores tfcat tbe plea of insincerity 
is with them only a pretence. If they really thought his Ma. 
jesty's ministers insincere, their poKcy would hare been to 
make just abd moderate demands, whldi) if rejected, woafd 
•xhilHt openly and in the face of the world, Aat want of can. 
dour, and that appetite for war, wluch the right hoaonrabts 
gentleman joins in so unjustly attributing to us. But haring, 
in fact, no disposition for peace, and led away I^ false and as. 
piring. aotions of aggnndtzement, the goremment of Franc* 
dieted us snch terms as thej knew coald- not possibly be com* 
piled with. Did di^ know the spirit, toaper, aAd character of 
diis conntry, when they pranmed to make sndi arr^pat pro- 
posals ? These proposali 1 wlB feare to 4lie .dlent fe^ie iia. 
pressed by titna in iba ^Mwast of crery Engtisltoan. I am^ 
thank Ciod ! addresdng nysdf io Britons, who are Mqnawtcd 
wiA the presunption of the encBJr, aad who, coaicjoat 
6f thrir TesonrcN, impelled by thrir ntfre apiijt, and Ta- 
loing th«'«UiMul dutacter, wU p^fer tht chaa<» and 
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dteniAtiTa of wu to iDeh nnjnit, moequal, md hnmiUfttiaf ' 
cahdittou. 

Tke pica of die Frencli iireatory, thU tkdr coutitBtioa dM 
pot pennit t^em to accept of tMj temi, wllleh akovld fainjahh 
tbe extent of conitij unmed 1^ conqnat t» the territoriet of 
tile repabUc, tbe right hoconnMe gentlenUB UMUelf raj taitiy 
eobdcons ; became, if pertcTerod t«, it matt be ga ctenai ob. 
atode to tbe coclnsion of uy poue. That the btlereiti of 
fordga BatioBs shovld yield to ihoae la«i, which aaother eoootTT 
■hould think proper to p>eseribe to itaelf, ii a falUey, a noniter 
in poUtie*, that never before «■■ lieard of. Wh«tker thdr nt* 
hfuj aaeeetses are likdy to eaaUa then to preacrre a lOBfltitii. 
tion U fraBMd, I will not now inquire, but of thii I am eertaia^ 
ihat tbe fortune of war nu*t be tried befwe the natiou of Ea- 
rope will infamit to mch pretencei. 

On a fair eraminaUoo, howeTer> will It ^ipear, that the rijlit 
iHWonrable gentleman is rigbt in obser?ing, that thli alt^atloa 
could be no nore than a pretext? If lo, is it not singular that 
the right honourable gentleman, wbo peems so shocked at this 
pretext of the law of tbe French eonstltntion, ihonid direct 
none of his censure against the le^siatort, or government of 
that nation, but vent all Iiis iodigiallDn on tbe British ministers, 
for deferring tbdr proposals for peue, QU the eoem^ bad form, 
•d sudi a eonstitndon as rmdered peace tmpracticBble ? I win 
not now reconnl all those argoments which, on former occasions, 
I bare so freqqentljr snbmitted to tlte houM, nor the motlTet 
vrhicik induced me to decline all proposals for peace, till som» 
< fonn at goTcrnoMnt was eitabliihed, which had a chance of being 
stable and permanent. Surelj, faowerer, it is too great a task 
bopqaed upan me to be able to foreace, amongst the iannmeral)!* 
and ratyipg cunslitodonal projects of the French, the precise sjs. 
tem on wbicfa tbey wonld fix «t lait. Mvch less coald I foresee 
that they would have »dopte^ a coostitatlon which eren the 
Tight hononrabie genti^nan hitnsdf would be Induced to con* 
4q9H, Kut, b»Tin( so condemned it, be Aanld in justice htm 
4, 
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f ramfeireil his ceninrei to those by wbom (t yru framed ; iiittead 
of which, all tfaa (bunder of the right hononrablc gentleman's 
doqnence if (pent at home upoo the innocent, white the guilty 
&t a dis'ta&ce are notdistarbed erenby tlie report 

HoweTcr the spirit of this country may be roused, ao^ Ut in- 
Agnation excited, by fbe exorbitant conditions proposed to it by 
the enemy, jet even thrse extraragant pretfosinns should no^ 
Indoco us to act under (he influence of passion, 1 could easily 
hare anticipated tbat unanimity of sentiment, with which such 
degrading proposals haTe been rejected by e»ery mjwi in thic 
country, bqt our resentment, or our scorn, eiust not for ^ 
moraent inffer us to lose siglit of our moderation and^ur l«m« 
pGr. We hare ion^ been in the habit of wailing for the retura 
of reason Id our deluded enemy, and whenever they shall de- 
scend from those aspiring and inadmisstbte projects which thej 
lieem to haVe formed, and are proceeding to %fit upon, ^e shall 
■till be. ready to treat with them .upon fair and honourably 
terms. We are particularly interested in urging them to thp 
ftcceptaace of such a constitution as may bo best suited to their 

. charactN and situation, but we mu^t lake c^re that thrir cons& 
tution shall not operate injuriogst; to ourselrcs. We do noj 
shut the door against negociation whencref it can bj; fairly en- 
tered upon, bnt the enemy, so far ffom meeting us, say plainly 
they cannoi listen to any terms, but such as in honour we cannot 
accept. The terms of pe^ce which the right honourable gentle, 
man pointed at, and which, after all, he considers as lery di^ 

' pdTanlageous, are, that the French play retain the^r conquests i,D 
Europe, and that we should keep our acquisitions in the colo. 
Dies. What bowcvcr is the. proposal of the directory ? Nit Ics^ 
than this: th^t eve^y thing should be restored to (hem, and 
they in return are to give up nothing. Xt is also urged by thQ 
honoitrable gentleman, that we were to bjame in so abraptly 
breaking' off the negociation, and com nonica ting the result to 
the world, together with the obKrvations made upon it. To 
this I will answei-j that the terms proposed by the enemy cut 
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ihnrt nil Tarther tttHtfi and u to the communication of tlio 
result, it will have, at leut, the iraport^t conseqaence of dU 
liJing the opioioDt of France, and Duiting tfaott of England: 

Tbf ittDtiMi Wat rejected ; * 

at« " 45 



October 6, 179fi. 

DciATi ea At iUnm of ttuuiki u> Lji Majotj fyr bb mast |;na«v 
Jpeccb * m opcnin; Uic itMioOi 

M«. Pitt i-— 

Although I feel mytelf impened, Sir. frtno more than qim 
consideration, to come forward on the pment occation, I thall 
not be ubdur tlie necenity of tronbliBg the honie mnch at 
length, It is oerfunl^ to me mattft of great satisfaction, that 

• " J^ Lit* lud GnitUmr*, 

" It is a peculiar wtubciioD to me, in the pmeot EODJBDcture of ailsfn, ta 
recur to 70ur adiice, ifter the recent DpportDiiity which has been given lot 
collecting the aense of m7 people, engaged In ■ difficull ud u-duoni eotttetl, 
^r the preicTvitian of dl that i> piost dear to u>, 

" 1 have omitted no endeaTcmn for Kttin^ on foot n«gociatIoni to rcMON 
peace tp Europe, and to secure for the future tKe general tranquilHtj.— -The 
Wepi nhicb I have talten for thii purpo'ic have at length opened the W17 to 
an inunediate and direct nrgaciation, the iuue of which muit cither ptoduce 
the deiirable end of a just, hooouiabie, lod ulid peace for us, and hK oar 
allies, or must proTC, hojocd dispute, to what cmuc iIoik theprolonj;atioB of 
the calaroitica of war must^e aicrihed. 1 

V I fhall bnmediatelr tend > persoa to Paris with Aill power* t« treat hr 
this ab}ect, and it ii my anxious wish that this measure may lead to the rato> 
. fatton of rniCTal peace; but yo^ tnoit he sensible that notbiog can lo much 
contribute to givt effect to this dture. atyour manifeating that veposseu bodi 
0ie determinatioD and the reiourcei to oppose, with increaaad activity >n4 
fffcrgyi ^^ fipther elTbrti with iriiich we may hare to contend, • -, 
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at to critical a coDJnDct&re, indeed the moat eritical and ths 
BOS t important (h&t hat occurred during the present century, 
that on tha only, great and aubstantial question, on wb^ch th« 
addrew propose^ to espreis »nj opinion, there should be do 

■■ You wilt fed this ptcnUarlf ncccsnr; at a momait when tbe cnctn7 ^aa 
e{H»ly muiifcitcd the intention o( attcRipting ■ decent on ibne klnydomi. t^ 
It annot be doobtcd what wooM be the mt)t of luch an enlerprile; bat it 
befit! your wiidom to neglect no prentitioiii that may either preclode t^ 
•ttoopt or lecare tlie apeediat meant of turning it te the confvBBn and ruin 
of.thecnemr. 

" In reviewiDS the eresti of the year, 700 will hare obterred llut, hy 
the skill and e:(eilioni of m; nary, our extenuTe aod increaiipg conuncrce. 
hai hccD protected to a de^ee almost beyond ennple, and the fleets sf tha 
enemy have, for the greatcat part of the jeaf, been blocked up a tbsH' OWM 

" The operationa in the East and We«t Indies have been highly hpaonrabla 
to the British arms, and productiic of great nalioual adtactigei >^ tftm 
valour and good conduct bi my fbrcei, ^h by aea and hod, bavc been 
eminently conipicuotu. 

■< The fortane of w>r en the Contioeiit ha; Ua^ m«rE rartw*, aad Ote 
ftogrtn of die Etatdannict threatened, at one period, ifee uidhim danscr 
' to all Europe; but &om the honourable and dignified perseverapoe ti aiy ally 
the Emperor, and from the intrepidity, discipline, and invincible qurit of the ' 
Auttrian foccet, under the aaspicioui conduct of the Archdubt Charles, 
Mch 4 turn has lately been given to the eovrse of the' war, at may inspire ^ 
AnU-grotvded conrdtnte that the final remit of the camp^gn will prova 
naro diaattroos to the enemy than its coBuneneement aod proercn tor a thof 
were bvonrable to their h^et. 

<■ 1 he apparently hostile diipoaiticu^ and cMidaet of '&c coml tf 
Jkladlid have led to diiciuuona, of which I am not yet enabled to acquaint 
JOB with the £nal renlti luit I an confident that whatever may be their 
iisne, I. ahall have given to Europe a further proof of my moderatioai 
Vd foihcarancej aad I can hai« no donht of yotir dctcrtnination tfl 
defend, against every aggresaion, the diynity* r^hCs, and intereUjl of tktt 
Stitiih etuplce. 

•• CaflUmtm •/ Iti StMii if Ctmmmt, 

'* I rety OB your Mai and pulilic ipiiii for such wppljes ii ytm may thloh 

■Mcssary for th« tervice of the ytar. Ii i> a great satiabc ion 10 mc ta 

.(A^arya th>t, aotwithslanding the temporary emhairaismciitr which lun« 

beta cipciMaccditlH Wttc of ih« cOBbntrce^ oaaoafiactant, aad rcreais 
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.'difference of sentinutnt in tliis houM, kbA tW em ^ ^^ 
honourabU gentleman* should lutre czpreued bb oordial coa* 
Qurrcnce. There are iadeed many tojrict on wUdi' hs tnsdlql 
In the courie of his speech, in which I mm differ with Un w 
mnch as arer I differed at my fnrtner period ; but, wjtb iwperf 
to the great and snbstantiiil object 4if the Jiddnsg, Ac propria 
of the conduct emplojed to bring alwttt a solid and dunfaii 
peace, such a peace as iaa.y be conuatcnt with the permaoBOt 
secnrit; and the jnst pretentions of the comtrf , there doM not 
■ubsist eren the slightest shade of diflnescfl. !^at object is foim^ 
to commiinil the most full and most nDcqoiTucal svpport. Sacb m 
circumstance I must indeed copsider as matter of jntt pride and 
of honest salisfactioa. It exUNts the mfist dadded aad nqd^ 
niabie proof that tbe steps which Us lAijtxly has tiken tv^ardl 
negociatioa, that the clear and explicit declataljap that be 1m* 
Bade, Me ia tbemselres lo nnesceptJoDabis!, «kI m m4i calca* 

dfthe coantry, provei tbe ml eitoit and tdtiftj of AV wnuMt, ao4 
fiunuhes fou luch mcaos as Bum be eqnil U»,ui; ustlaos V^id> 1% 
teeicnt crini may teqmn. 

■* Mj Lordi and GnOlarn, 

* The di trcMM which wcr in the liM j4b tKfmkuai tmm At «d#- 
^tf of Dom we sow, by tbe Utniff tt Ood, bipply i wmrmi, m4 ia 
idrandant harrest aSonk tbo pUuDf fntpeet eF rclitf hi dM iafMSMC 
article to the Ubonring cbatei of the cemnnMitr.— Onr fanonsl van- 
ouillitr has alu) continued imifiMDHied:— 4ht ,f«icnl Mtadun«ot *t B? 
people to the Britiih constitution hu appeared on vretf pcMWieOi ttt( 
the eudeavourt of those who widied ^ bniatluce anarehf IimI ceoMob 
btt* thii conntty. hsve httA T epem aJ by the aoofy tad dUmU el^t 
tawi- 

« To idat all the derigm of opr enemies, Co amen to ttffftafitibt 
Ueiungs of a ucure aad honaunUe peaeo. to tnuntain iariolata their M- 
ligioii, bwe, and lihertf, and to deliTcr down vmnpaiied to tbe latMl 
poatcrity, the slory aod happtoesi of these hinfdcAit, ia the coi^MI ^'Ui 
«f my heart, aad (be nnifonn ead of all my' aetioakMla eWrjr nMMM 
^u ' can oenAiet to these otqect?, 1 aai nofidcnt a 
|tdous and abctioBate NMsnaf aqr yeri jin Mat." 
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lifidfortheendlii.TleW, fltat Iheymnst comntanri assent from 
•(my man Ttlio retiuns ihe Binallest care for the interest and 
•honoor of hiscooVitiy, Impressed with this feeling of satis, 
faction, I'canhavebiit little hiclination to detain the house on 
'polhls of slighter difference. I look with «till higher satis- 
Yactiori'fg the coneufrence.now expressed in tlie object of (ho 
\ddress, as the pledge of general unanimity, and the omen of 
'great exertions, if, unfocfnnately, that object should not b(i 
obtahied. 

*"■ The honourable gentleman justly states, (hat "wh^t hitherlQ 
■%as been ^one, only amoants tp an oTertnre for peace. It la 
-InipossibJe to state what may be the result We cannot pro, 
"ntiunce what will be the disposifioD of the enemy, or what cir^ 
^^umstanceS may o'ccnV to influence the fate of negociation. 
'We ou|ht to Icfolc f^y to oiir situation. It holds out to ns a 
VhtmCebf pelice, if the enemy arc disposed to accede to it on just 
and reasonable terms ; but, on the other hand, if they are still 
■4 ctua ted by ambitious Tjrnjects, we shall gain another object by 
'the course we baTe'pursued; wc shall unmask them in the eyes 
of Europe ; we shall expose the injustice of their policy and 
Ibeirjiisatiable thirsl of aggrandizement; and, if tio other ad- 
vantage lie gained, we at least shall be' able to put to the proof 
thcsincertty of that pTcdge which thb day has be^ gi^ea, that if 
the. enemy are pot disposed to accede to peace on jiLSt and 
rCi^cmabl^ terms, the war will be supported by the unanimous 
xpicB^nd tlt^ collected force pf the pation- { tru?t ^n^ (iQpf 
ttatit may nqt be qecessajiy to have recourse to such a (^t of 
sincerity ; but, while we indulge with satisfaction in the hope of 
a iooreTaVourable issue, we must at the same time look to tho 
other alternalive ; y/a must ^e prj^pared with all the ftif-ce of (h^ 
pountfy to support the prosecuti({a of the contest, if its con- 
tinuance shoukl. be found necessary. |f fhe )ina,iiimity of thi^ 
daj^bBacpompaniBd withfuch Tiews, if it is not t^a nnanimitjr 
founded merely upon the pleasing sonod of peafic, the oapti. 
Tating charm of re ue wed tranquillily, and the prospect of tha 
teriQinatioa gf those scenes of horror aqd calamity with whi<^ 
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war is altrayB atterded (such an anuiniil^ would indeed be 
fatal to the cauotry), but if it is An uaaniniity the re»ult ofv 
rational and manly ri'Bection, faanded upon a carefnl conside. 
ration of the sitnatiun of tbe country, and prepared to meet 
CTcl-y conjuncture, it oannot then be too highly prised. W* 
must not put out of TJew those means of exertion which w« 
Etill possess; we must fairly compare the sitoation ofthisroiintrjr 
with that of (he enemy, an4 ihe am(«n( of por own arqiiisitions 
with the losses of our allies ; we must estimate the extent ^ 
the sacrifices which, under all these circumstances, it may be 
fitting for us to make, in order toefTect the restoration of praca. 
It IB wiih a »iew to thtse principles, that unanimity becomes a» 
peculiarly desirable in the present moment. The clear ai^d n^ 
~ equivocal explanation whichhK Majetty has giTeo of h'to coib- 
duct, with respect to peace, has commamled a geaera! concur* 
rence. If it be that sentiment which, on the one band, is pr^ 
pared to support the juit pretensions aud reasonable hopes td 
the country, and on the other to rciist the iwjustiGable demand* 
and arrogant claims ^{ the enemy, J shall then consider the 
imanimity of this day as the happiest era in the history of tha 
country. On this head I shall say no more, and agreeing thna 
far with the right honourable getitlemao, I would wish to' saj 
as little as possible ca the other potnls on which ho touched 
in the course of bis speech, and with respect to wbich we widelj 
^iifcr. Tbey have been too often and too warmly discussed 
(o be pow forgotten by gentlemen who sat in the former parT 
. (iameuf ; and in the concluding part of his speech the right bo. 
nourahle gentleman gave us an assurance that we should hear of 
|hem agaii). 

I^he right honourable gentleman has intimated as his opinion^ ' 
(hat we must change the whole system of our interior policy, 
which he considers as incoi;sbtent with the constitution of th« 
pountry. ] am happy, hiweyer, to find that he is so far satisfied 
witl) ^hc coDstilul^on, a± to ascribe to4ts protection that internal 
order and undisturbed tranquillity which he admitted that the 
founiry bad for some time past enjoyed. He at the SifiDC tyue 
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mprabMed ip tbe sererest tenn* Ia.wi whkb wen puting dnrbts 
tbe lut parliament, aad which he represented u pregtunt with 
tte Biost miichierons coniequenoei, and declared that fee conI4 
sat Bubscribe to any cotutmction of that part of his Majesty's 
«peecb which included those amaiig the bvs, the energy an^ 
wisdom of whidi had contribnted to secure tbe tranquillity of fhfe 
comf ry. HaTiDg made this declaration, it would be nnfair and 
'Wicandid on- mj part not to be equally explicit. I desire no 
yentteoian to vote for tbe address upon any such qnalificafton 
-with Tffpept tf) those lawf> 1 MS 6mly of opinion, that, exclu. 
•he of their inAuenee, the peace of (he country could not btTA 
been so snccessfally maintained, nor can I safer the smallest rp- 
-^ouh to fall upon the cbanicter qt the last parliament, who 
Splayed their wiidom and th^r energy !» providing a remedy 
fo snltalile to the alaming nature of the crisis. If there is uly 
tnib^tiity In the address, with respect to diose laws, it is becaus* 
ttey ar« so consistent with the spirit of the constitutiofl whicb. 
ftey were framed to protect, and so blended with ihe system of 
our jnrispntdetiee, so coagoiial to tlie practice of former times, 
nitd sq conformable pvea to (he letter of former acts, that it wai 
Impouilile to make any ^Crimination. It is to be recollected, 
that they were passed in & moment of alarm and turbulence} 
they had beeq foand most admirably cakuUtcd to meet tht 
efnergfency of tl|e time, Tbe address does not apporttoa with 
ninute exactness what ^egree of ttafiqalllity we hare derired 
from tlie oper^tioq of (hole I^i^, if hen blended willi fiie consti. 
tntioprtnd wh^t we might hifre enjoyed frdm ttte Inflnoice of 
lavrs prerionsty snbditiRg; ho>r i)>«ch we Vere ind^ited for 
protection t<^ the ancient strength of tl^e edifice, fir to i^uM 
Inittreues that were raised to inppo^ it in the m^jntai qf hnri 
rlcano. 

There were lonte oAec points on which the right bononraUk 
{entlemait touched. Se seeme^ to consider, from (he laoguagt 
i;if tbe address, tiiat eq^dearonrt b^ve only been made of 1^ t(^ 
procure peaces U^oaght to recollect t^athis Majesty's speech 
ipartiCBlarly refers to~ wli^t lui; t>kc^ pb^e siace he 1^ fomma^ 
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Dlcated with fiii parliament. If ever the day shill come vhea 
KD eiarqination stall be iostltiited ioto the steps which hant 
been adopted to secure the re.astablUbment of the general tran^ 
qyillity, X am confident that no eodcavours for (hat parpose wUI 
be found to baye been wanting on the part ot bb Majesty')' 
mlnUters. But gentlemen must be sensible, that what maj* b« 
admitted as an endearonr to restore peace depends npon a ra* 
riety of circums lances, and is likely to be diffisrentljr appreciated' 
hy inditidnals of opposite sentiments. It depends on the reia- 
tire state of parties, on the number of allies with whom we may 
be engaged to act, on the degree of attention we pay to their 
Interests, and on the concert we wish to preserre with them. 
Taking all these necessary con»derations into view, I again 
pledge myself that it will be found in the result of inquiry, that' 
ministers hare n^Iected no opportunity which conld hare bees 
improTed for the purpose of accderating peace. 

But the right honourable gentleman has told us, that we are 
Kt last come to the period which he had all along painted out ; 
Aat we have now consented to adopt that course which he has 
uniformly recommended since the commencement of the contest- 
to send a person to Paris, 'and to try the effect of negociation. 
Retakes to himself alt the merit of that policy which we hare 
tardily adopted, and so confident did he feel himself in this ground 
of self.«znltation, that he declined all illustration of his victory, 
ami merely made it the sabject of one triumphant observadon. 
His assertion was, " yon are now taking those measures which, 
if you had listened to my councib, yon miglit have adopted four 
years ago." But does it follow that the meacure vas right then, 
because it is right now i May not a period of four years pn>> 
dnce many events to justify a material change of policy, and to 
render measures wise and expedient, which at a certain time 
wonld neither have lieen prudent nor seasonable ? Because you 
da not chuse to make peace the day after an unprovoked ag> 
pession, you may not be justified in holding out padfic over> 
t|hrcs%r(er a lapse of four years ? Tbc argument of the right ho. 
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soirrable genttivnan jimoonts to this, tJiat either you must make 
peace the day afttr the aggression, or not make it at all. 

With respect to fhi: relative sifuatiim of this <iountry and 
Spain, it would ilot be consistent willi riTy duty to go into any 
detail on thatsnbject at the present moment. . - - 

As (o the qaestioli of our resources, tlio right honourable gen. 
tlomaa admits them to be extensive and flouriiihing. They fur^ 
nish, indeed, in amoment like the presfot, a subject of peculiar 
congratulation and weU-grounded confideoce. If the revenue ' 
after a four years war, which might Jiavo been expected to have 
injured it so materially In so many branches, and after all the 
additional burthens which have been imposed^ still keeps up to 
the rate at which it was staled last year, that Circumstance in 
curely no slight source of satisfaction. With respect to the state 
of cwnmerce^ I arp enabled to speak in a very different strain. 
Notwithstanding all the emharraSEments nhich it has had to en^ 
counter, it has attained and still continues to enjoy a pitch of 
nnexampltd prosperity. Those embarrassments hare proceeded 
from various causes ; — the expense of the war abroad, and the 
high price of articles of consamption at home; the situation of 
part of the Continent, where the mu'kets have beet] shuta^inst 

' ns ; and even the growth of our capital re-acting upon the com- 
ncrce which occasioned it, so that what was an unequivoc^, 
symptom of prosperity, ^ ivas itself a cause of temporary di&tress. 
Of the continuance of this prosperity, wo have now the^hest 
assura'ncc. The state of onr exports daring t^e last six months 
has been equal to what they were in the most Nourishing ycar- 
of peace, I7Q2; and our foreign (rado has even exceeded the 
produce of that year, which vfaa the most pKoductive of any 
in the history of this country. Under these circumstances, what, 
ever temporary embarrassments may have arisen from the qiian. 

■ tity of Specie sent out of the country, from (he waiit of a sulB- 
cient circulating medium, from the state of foriign markets, and 
from the. increase of our "Capital ; and however these diiBcoJIics 
Bay for a time have obstructed the ordinary operations of 6- 
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nkace, die comiAercial dbancter of Ae ^onntrj lias lost ndfhef 
its ligour nor imporfance^ If loch ba$ been the ilate of diiogs^ 
U a period wbeo tbu cauiltry has had to contend for every thing 
dear to it ; if, notwithstaKiiiig all the obstacles which bare 
clt^ed the machinery, the spring has retained so much force 
and enerf^y, we may presume, that, if by the obstioacy and ombi. 
tion of the enemy we should be calttd to still greater exertions, 
our resources as yet remain untouched, abd tliat we shall ^b« 
able to briag them into action with a degree of concert aai 
effect worthy of the character of the British natioa, and -of tbe 
cause in which they will be employed. These resources have ia 
them nothing hollow or delnsive. -They are the result of al) , 
accamulated capital, of gradually increasing commerce, of high 
KQiI establbhed (ircdit. They are the froits of fair ciertion^ of 
laudable ingenuity, of successful iudustry ; tht^y have been pro« 
(bced nniter a system of order and of justice, wMIe we, tinder 
many disadfantages, bare been canteodiDg against acounfr; 
which exhibits in mrety respect tbe rcTerse of tbe picture ;^^a 
|iroof tliat the regular operation of those principles iDUsf tri^ 
■mikb orer the unnatural and eihausting efforts of Tiulcace jnA 
extortion. By these resonree^ we ve now qualified to lake suck 
steps ai may tend to conduct .ns to a solid v>4 a durable pe^re-i 
or, if we do not soccaed in that object, to pfo^ecutc tlitkcontu^ 
withfirsanessandcoafidenGC. \ ■ . • ■ ■ :'..'::'■ 

The right hononrable. gentlenaq N^gested oTUf remark, that 
the speech cffiil^ad nnrecognition of.Uie go.verom^^ of fjui.c^ 
He wasted a (food deal of iageaw<y i^ atttiiP4)tiiig taprovje :thaj 
it ought to hare containeti as expce«» acknowledgment pf the 
French go*eriimcpt. It aagld tp hare occurred to him IhaJ^li 
passport haTitig t>eei]>$aDb/or'»ad gfAH^t same communicati^ii 
mait hare taken place-on ttutt ,oacqsiou, and as the executive 
directory had been s^ti^fied with' tile form of communication^ 
and the. mode inwhiQhl^ey htW lli~'ei\#ddc^s^, it could not bf 
necessary for btm to start. a difficifltyi where iibfy had found noae. 
I can assure him, on the part of .Britisl). qsinisters, .thit n<t qni^ 
tioa of ettiquette, no difficulty of f»><m urlgiaatiog from jthen^ ' 



.:?:!.« Google 



M am. KTT'B [OcT.s, 

£bsll be permitted to stMid 'n tha w)iy of ncfDctatian, or to obi* 
siraiitthe Blt^nment of the groat abject of peace. 

Ai to the other poinls, the right hononrablo gentlommn hai 
suggested what lessons we ought to derive from t)ie experience 
of adversity. These lesions raa-y be greatly »aried according to 
the ritoation of ptrtks and &e different pointii of tlcw in which 
Aestrbjectis considered. But, when the light Ironourable gen^ 
Oeman tells as th»t the-sitniitioB of thU country is that of adrerf 
thy, i can hj no laeaM B£i«e to tlie propositibn. How far It 
deerves to he raitkcdundor that description, let thotepronounco 
who are best acqaowted with the fbite of our resonrccs. It 
eutaat surelf'be termed a state of advenity from an; losses of 
oar tnde, the diraisutlmi of our capital, orfrtHn the icdnction 
at mj of our foreign possessioni. We have not been greatly 
im^verisbcd bj the erents ot the war in the East and VeA 
todiee. We cannot be dtucb wedL^ned in onr nationid strengt)^ 
•VCR upoB the statunent of tke right honouraUe gentieman, by 
having oar narj, in coBsectoeBce of repeated triiampbg orererery ' 
itoitile squadron, raised to a grcater dcgre« of ^ory and of funa 
Oftt It had ev^ before attained. Where tb«i are we to look 
fcv the symptoma of this MNersitjr! Are we to look for then 
Ifl tbe losMs aad disuten ot oar allies i But, does the right 
fcaBBBtaUs f atksaui appaal to tbeso as a criterion of adversity j 
whcB if tbe laBs brealik I bear him htM pot ai a lonrce <^ 
cem^aint} that joa are sot, wider yonr preseat circvmstaacefy 
•nrv of ft triemphMit piaea i And why caa jo« not oommaod 
foeb ft peace I-i-baeaaa yo«t «U! not MpamU jtohf own gre^. 
aeKj.and yonr owB coamercB, froM the taitcreit and froffi tba 
tvte of yoar alliet; becftawyea lefoH to poreban peace foif 
yosndves on any other tenm Aaa thoM which will teenra the 
tntaqnHlity of Enrepe, and ewMidcr the aitaation of Great Bri^ 
tsbi as chined to that (rf the Cootinent, I7 the bonds of a libtt^ 
«M conpnhentf TO poUey. If what has been leat ea the Coali' 
neatisaBabjeotof rq'ret, it it at least a topic on which we hav* 
M> leaioft to reproach oamdfta. If eres the prospect in fliat 
^■iter coatlMed as^onrr » it was wat time siscej tmi if 
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Ae eitremitf had not roused dw umieftof the emperor to tliow 
gailant and spirited exertioni which have beoa crowned with 
sQch brilliant and unprecedrated saccess, no share of blame 
could attach to u>, White the viglence of France has beeo 
orer-tunniiig lo great a part of Europe, and erety where cany> 
ing desolatioD in its progress, your naval exertions hafe enabled 
yon to connterbalaace their lucceases, bj acquisitions ia difie- 
rent parts of the globe, and to pare the way for the restoration 
of peace to your allies, on tenns which their own strength might 
hare been nnable to procure. If yon look indeed to the geogra- 
phicai situation of the seat of war, the emperor ' has aot regaiaed 
by his recent Tictories all that he had formerly lost. But do 
yon count for nothing the destruction and ruin of those armies, 
by wjiom all the previous successes of the enemy had been 
acbiered! J>o you count for nothing the glorious and Immortal 
testimony that has been exhibited to mankind, that disciplined 
ralour must finally triumph over those principles that the wat 
was undertaken to oppose^ and which owed all th^ oitraordi* 
nary and nnacconntable successes to the Tiolence in which they 
originated, and the excesses with which they were accompanied ? 
A memorable warning has also been afforded with respect to the 
true consequences which have resulted to those foreign pow^s, 
who, in' opposition to their true interest, have courted the al- 
liance of that enemy, and expected to find security in disgraceful 
tranquillity. Recent events have served also to exculpate the 
characters of those who were calnmniated as desirous ta em- 
brace their principles, and receive their laws, and in Germany 
they have left behind them nothing but the memory of thrir 
wrongs, and a feeling of eternal reseQtment. Are such ef> 
fects to be considered as of small importance, or to be put in 
competition with the reduction of a fortress, or the possessioB 
of a district i . ' 

Of the virtqes to be aoqmired in the school of advcr^ty, the 
right honourable gentteman only mentioned those of moderation 
aad forbearance. Moderation I dionld consider as th^t jtrtua 
winch is best adapted to the dawn of prosptjrity : there are other 

▼ot. II. o 
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virt'ncs of no leu importance irtitch arc to be acquired nnder « 
rcTerse of Tortune, and which are eqa^ly beeomingjn those who 
arc called to suffer : — there are the rirtucs of adfcruty endnre*^ 
and adTer!!ity resisted ; of adTn-eity encountered and adTenitjr 
Mnnounted. The recent e:iai|iple of Germanj' hai furnished an 
illustrious instance of fortitude ajid perseverance, and thdr for- 
titude and pcrsererance hate had their merited reward. These 
are lessons which I trust this country haa not to learn. Eng. 
land has nerer shewn itself deficient in firmness and roagnani.. 
mity ; it is unrirallod in resource; it has always been foremost 
in the career of honourable esertion, and it has only to mainbun 
Its accDstofned Tigonr and perseverance, to effect the i^tbratiom 
of general tranquillity upon terms consistent with the dignity oC 
ill. own character, and the security and intocest of Europe. 

The ^oestion upon the addm* ma curicfl without a diiinaA. 



October IS, 1796. 

Ynt House having tcMlveJ Itself Into a comlnittM to conuder of that put 
of his Majesty's sjiecch, which rnpected iovatioD, and the paragr^h baag 
read as follow*, 

" You will feel thj* pemliady netttsaij at a momau when the cflonj 
hu openly manifctteil the inicDCioa of attempting, a deicaU. on these king, 
doois. It uanol be doubted what would be the issue of nch an enterpriie; 
but it befits your wisdom to neglect no precautioiK that may either preclude 
the attempt, or tecuri the speediest means of turning it to the confunon and 
ruin of the enemy ;"— . t . 

M«:PiTTr«e. 

After the unanimous vote which -the house gave upon the fint 
day of the. session, and their general concurrence in that part 
of the address which respects a foreign invasion, it vould bs 
doing injustice to the feeling which were Uien expressed^ 
were I to make any »pology fof ealling Ibrtr attention to thenb. 
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ject OB tlie present occaaion, I shallnot deteis tiiam therefote 
a single aomeiit in shewing (he propriety or btying biefcrt them 
at so carif a period the measure which I mean this day- to pro>. 
))ose. It is equally our duty and our iutraest by erery means 
in our power, and by erery exertion of which we are eapid}!^ 
if possttlle, in the language of the addreu, to preclude the ati. 
tempt, and at the same time to take snch measures of defence 
u shall cause the in?itsion, if it should be attempted, to issue 
in tlte confusion and rnin of tiie enemy. I shall not at prestait 
go mnch at la^e into the detail of prepuations, bat merely 
suggest a general outline of defence, which, if it should be ap. 
proved of by the committee, may be particularly discussed 
when the bills are afterwards broufht^ip upon Ae resolutions. 
The general considerations are few and obrions. The natural 
defence of this kingdom, in case of -invasion,, is certainly 'its 
naral force. This presents a formidable barrier, in whatever 
point the enemy may direct their attack. In thb department, 
however, little now remains to be done, our fleet at this mo. 
ment l>euig more respectable and more formidable than ever it 
was at any other period in th« history of the country. But 
strong and powerfal even as it at present is, it is capable of 
condderaUe increue, could an additional supply of seamen, or 
even landsmen, who in a very short lime might be trained to 
an adequate knowledge of the naval service, be procured. For 
thb purpose I would suggest a levy upon the different parishes 
throughout the Icingdom — an expedient precisely similar to ttat 
which was practised with so much success nearly two years ago. 
This levy, however, I would not conflne as a mode tff supply 
for the sea service. It is certainly of the highest importance 
both for the iDlemal defence of ^e country and the security 
of onr foreign possessions, that all the old raiments should be 
complete. But every one must be sensible,, that from the num* 
bers in those raiments who haVe fallen a sacrifice to sicknen 
and the fortune of war, a mora expeditious method mnit bs 
adopted for Oimx completion, than the ordinary mode of re> 
croiting snpplies, in order that the«ountry nay be able to avail 
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ituir of tMt un of itrengtb. I would propoM, therefore, ■■ 

. the fint'^ace, a lery of fifteen thoiutnd men from the diffe- 
rent parithes for the sea seMce, and for recruitiDg the regi. 
menti ot (he line. The comioittee) however, moat be aeoaible 
Vhen a pUn of inTssion is in agitation — a scheme, vhich al. 
most at another time, nould not hato I>een conceiyed, and an 
attempt, which, by any other enemy than that with whom we 

' .h»e now to contcod, might liave Iieen justly deemed impra*^ 
ticable— that a more ealargcd ami a more eipensiTe plan ot 
pre««ition and of defence is necessary. 

In digesting fliis plan there are two considerations of which 
we ought not to lose sight. The fir&t h the means (which 
must not be altogether new) of calling together a land force, 
iuffieiently strong to frustrate the attempt, itceping oar naral 
force entirely out of view ; and secondly, to adopt such mea- 
sures in raiding this force as sIiaH not materially interfere with 
thcindnstry, the agricttlturo and the commerce of the coantry. 
It will be for the house to decide upon the degree to wliif^h 
the former consideration ought to be permitted to interfere 
with the latter. A primary object will be to raise, and gradnal. 
ly to train, soch a force as may in a short time be fit for ser- 
ticc Of all the modes of attaining this otrject, there is none 
so eipeditious, so effectual, and attended with so littie ex- 
pense, as that of raising a sapplemental lery of militia, to be 
j^raftcd upon the present establishment. I should propose diat 
this supplement shall consist of sixty thousand men, not to be 
immediately called out, but to be enrolled, officered, and gra- 
dually trained, so as to be fit for service at a time of danger. 
The heat mode of training them wilfaout withdrawing too many 
at one time from their regular pursuits, will be to embody 
one-sizth part in regular succession, each to bo trained for 
twenty da}s,'' in the course of which th^ may become tol^ 
rablc proflctents in the military exercise. With respect to the 
mode of coftdnctiog the levy, the returns that hare been lately 
made from the difieresit countiei shew the present levies to bo 
i^itremdy dis proportioned, and that the clause in the act which 
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protitfes against this abon hu nerer been eiecnted. Accord* 
iagij we find tkat in some counties the proportion is one ont of 
seren, and in others on^ out -y>f three. It will be espedient 
therefore to regalste the future lery^ not bj the- proportioni 
now eustjng, but hy a general estimate of the inhabitants who 
are able to bear arms. 

The next consideration which merits attention is the matuer 
in which the troops are to be fumbhed, which I think ought to 
be gtaenVj frAm all parts of the kingdom, and that an obliga* 
fion be imposed upon those ,who are balloted, dther to serre la 
person or to proTide a substitute ;' and the better to preswr* 
the geno^ proportion, that this substitute be provided either 
from the parish in which the person balloted resides, or from a 
parish Immediately adjoining. It will be proper also to remove 
the present exemption from those- who hare more &Aa one child', 
on the express condition that they shall not be called upon .t9 
serrc ont of dio parish in which they live. . Thu mode of training 
only one.sizth part of the whole, twenty days in succession, as 
it will only withdraw ten thousand at a time from their usual 
occupations, consequently wilt not much infringe upon the 
general order of the community. Of course they must bej)ro. 
Tided wiUi some sort of uniform, but it will be of the coarsest 
kind, and such as may be purchased at a small expense. A 
sufficient nnnberof arms will also be in readiness for supplying 
eadi man in the moment of danger. 

Another measure which I would suggest to the committee i5 
to provide a considerable force of irregulu carairy. The regu- 
lar cavalry on the present establishment is certainly by no means' 
inconsiderable, and the yeomaury cavalry, which from thdr 
numbers are sufficiently respectable, we have found to be highly 
useful in securing the quiet and maintaining the internal tran- 
quillity of the country. But with a view to repelling an inva. 
sion, the more (hat (hb spede^ of force is extended the greater 
advantage is likely to accrue from it, as an invading enemy, 
who must be destitute of borses, cm have no means to meet 
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H upon eqnal terms. Besides, it is a species of farc« which 
may be proTlded in a mode that will lie attended with almost 
no expense to the public, and with littfe hardship to indi- 
Tiduals. In order to cBlcalate the extent to which these irr^n-. 
lar cavalry may be rased,' it is necessary to estimate the number 
of horses which are kept for pleasure throughout the kingdom, 
and by raising the levy in this proportion we shall havB the 
Satisfaction to think that it will fait upon those only who hare 
a considerable stalce to defend. By the prodacc of the tax, 
Vhich is as good S criterion aa any of the nnmber of faones 
kept for pleasure, 'we find that, in Scotland, England, and 
Wales, they amount to about two hundred thouEand, one hun> 
dred and twenty thonsand of which belong to persons who keep 
only one horse of the kind, the rest to persona, some of whom 
, 'keep ten and various other proportions. It certainly wonid 
not be a very severe regulation when compared with the object 
meant to be becomplished, to require one tenth of these horses 
for the public service. I would therefore propose that every 
person who keeps ten horses, shall be obliged (o furnish one 
horse and a horseman to serve in a corps of caviUry ; — that- 
every person who keeps more than ten horses, and a Dumber 
falling short of twenty, after foniishing a horse and horseman, 
for the first ten, shall subscribe a proportionate sum for 
the rest, whieh shall be applied to defray the general expense ; — 
that those who keep twenty shall furnish two, three of {h\rty, 
&C. and diat those who keep fbwer than ten shall form thenit 
aelves into a class, when it shall be decided by ballot who, at 
the common expense, shall furnish the horse and the horseman. 
These troops thus raised'will lie provided with uniform and aC' 
coutrements, formed into corps, and put under proper officers. 
And surety 'when the means are compared with the object to be 
attained and tfie expense to which individnols will be subjected, 
with the security of the properly ifhlcb they possess, no one 
will complain that that end or that secnrity is purchased at to4 
dear a price. 
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Tbere u itill Bnotker source -wbich, thongh it ma^ not ap- 
pear BO serioDB as those which have been already .mentioned, 
eught not to Ik neglected. Upon the supposition of an inva- 
rion; it woull certainty be of no smalt importance to form bo> 
die> of men, who, from thdr dexteritj in nsing firearms, might 
be highly useful in harassing the operations of the enemy^ 
The employment of such men for the purpose of defending tlta 
country and harassing the enemy, in case of an inrasion, mutt 
be attended nith the most serious and important consequences. 
Gentlemen will naturally guesB that I am now alluding to (hat 
rfescriptioa of men cdlod gamekeepers, and to others of the 
same class. I do most certainty allude to them, for there ar« 
nany whose personal services would be of the utmost adiian. . 
tage. But I also, aqd more particularly, atludc to those in. 
stances where gentlemen arc gamekeepers for their own amuse- 
ment, where they are gaHekeepers merely for the salisfaGtion of 
it&og so, not gamekeepers of necessity but of choice ; in such 
cases, therican be no hardship in obliging those gentlemen, i£ 
we cannot have their personal sen ices, at least to, find a substi. 
tnte, who may be as well calculated to defend the country as 
themselres. I do ^refore propose, that those persons who 
sWl hate taken out licences to sheot gane, or deputation^ for 
gamekeepers, shall, within a certain period, be at- Uberly to 
return the same if they thiuk proper ; but if, after that period, 
they shall contiDUEt their licences or dcpulalions for gamekeepers, 
then they shall be obliged to find substitutes. I observe gentlemen 
Bmiling at the iilca of raising a force by such uioans, but that 
GmiJewill be converted into suj-prisc, when they bear.thnt the 
number of .persons who have takeu out those licences ant no 
fewa tbui 7000. Such a plan cannot be coosidered as a mcuus 
of internal defence likely to be approved of by every person in 
the couutry. 

" I have stated to the committee the general outline of the 
hill. I shall defer saying much more on tlic subject: it will be 
more satisfactory to ;peak particul^irly when Uie resolution js 
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(cported to tbe bAiuc^ ttmi to enter into way further Astail at 
tUi raomoit. -Th« number of cat »lry vliich I propose to r^se- 
In the maoner I hare mentioned will be 20,000;, bat with, 
respiect to wheOier there most not ba tame other odditioDat 
modeadopted, it is impossible to siy exactly, from not bang 
able- to ascertain with certuntjr how many persons it inay b» 
necessary to exempt, on account of their bring in orders, or' 
for other reasonB. Thus have I pointed out the means by- 
which I propose to r^se 15,006 men, to be di Tided between 
the sea ai^ the land sertice, to raise the supplemental levy of 
60,000 for the militia, of which one-sixth part is to be forth., 
with called out to exerdse ; to rdse 20,000 men by means of 
persons taking oat the licences to shoot game and keep game-, 
keepers, or on such other persons as may hereafter be deemed 
necessary. If the propositions I have mentioned should be ap-> 
proTed, I ^Duld wish the tesolutions to be printed^ and if im.* 
mediately, to introduce the bill, to carry it on to a committee, 
and to fill np the blanks, aud then to allow an interval of a week 
for its discnision.. I mention this in order- that more time 
should not be taken up than is absolutely necessary for die due 
examination of the principles of the' Irill;. dnce, goitt^ea, 
yon cannot but recollect, when you are once satisfied, and 
have determined upon the propriety of any particnlar measure^ 
every day« every hour of delay, is attended with additional 
danger. 

I shall now more that the chairman be directed to report to 
the house, " That it is the opinion of die committee, that a bill 
should be brought in for raising a certain number of men in 
the several 'counties of England, and the several conndes, 
burghs, and stewartries of Scotland, for. the service of hii 
Majesty." 

A diicusiian of some len^ tuccccded, in which Mr. Shoidin, Mr. Tiarr- 
du, >n4 Mr. Foz, severatly delivered Aeir tcntlmenti upoa the proposed 

Mr. ViTT ipoke in replji 
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After wIiBi bas alreadj beoi said bj my rigbt hoDftunbls 
fricad*, I entertain totne doubts whether I ought to datkin the 
comnittee ose mcwieat from the nnaBimoDB rote which I belieTs 
will be given npon the premit ocouion. I un snre, at least, 
that it will not be neceuary to connme much of your tins 
by replyii^ at length to the ihort obsenattoDi of the honoura- 
ble gentiemata f, or to the more detailed remarks in which he 
hu been followed by the right honourable gentleman I, upon 
the same itde, as I cannot but regard the declaration with 
wlddi they prefaced and concluded their animadTcrstong, that 
fltey did not mean to oppose the resolutions which I had (he 
bonwr to propose, as a snfficirat answer to the arguments by 
which it was accompanied. If the right honourable gentleman 
feels that the deUratlona of ministon, upon the subject which 
GOnstitAteg the foundation of their present deliberations, are not 
SDlGdeDt.to justify the measures which are to be grounded upon 
it;' if he considers their assurances or their representation! 
entkled to no confidence ; if he is persuaded that there oxistt 
no danger of inrasioD, against which it is intended to proriUe ; 
ifheii convinced that the objects of the prcparatioas that are 
to be made are destined to carry on other warlike operations 
than the plan avows, or are' employed as pretexts to cover de. 
ngns of amUtion or of encroachment at home ; if be believes 
that they are intended to prosecote that object of tHo war which 
be dunks proper to describe as unjust and diabolical, 1 would 
ask, how can he reconcile these principles with the conduct h« 
it to pursue ; or, as a pnbUc man, upon what public ground 
be can rest that assent which he has bestowed upon the measures 
which have bees suggested ? But while the right honourable 
gentieroan indulged in tlfese anlmadTerstons, be knew well that 
the precautions were demanded by the connti^ as measures of 
■dft^defeoce, from which he could not withhold his concurrence- 
He desnonstrated, by his actions, that he was in reality sensible 
that the present was not like other wars, undertaken to 
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maintain .a point of national honour, or .to defrad a difpnted 
interest; — to support an ally that wu attacked, or to gMrd 
remote or doubtful dangers ) but that it was the first war in 
' which a great and free people, in the proieciition of their 
commerce and the enjoyment of thdr "prosperity, were called 
npoii.for a lime to defend the worces from which they flowed, 
and, in compliance with the good faith which was due to fhdi 
allies, and urged, by a sense of common danger, foQod them, 
■ehes compelled to oppose* unprovoked aggressKm, and resist 
principles Itostile to the goremment and constitution of tbeu 
kingdoms, and to erery. regnlar govomment in . Eiirgpe. 
Why did not the right honourable gentlemaa follow op liii 
principles, by opposing, ' likewise, . the measures whioh were 
. proposed to meet this dauger, bat because he beliered tlutt the 
situation. of aRiurs is such as toreqnirc theM precautions; and 
because be must know that a false scoirily could alone present 
the smallest chance of sncccss in tho attempt whtcb haa beeqt 
threatened ; because, also, he knew that snoh was the char 
raoter of tlie enemy with whom we had to contend, that titey 
were not so liable to be deterred by the desperate* nature of 
the enterprise, or by a considovlion of tho number of persons 
whom its ruin might derate to destruction ? Such, I am con* 
Tinccd, were the feelings of the right honourabic gentlunan 
span tliU ocLusipn, and such are the considerations by which 
his conduct is cxpl^oed, allhougb, perhaps, he found it neces* 
sary to colour his asi^cnt, and to disguise his. couTictiun, by the 
inrectircs he introduced against tho last psrlianiqiit, and against 
the comluct of ad minis trail on. Though, hoireyer, he repro- 
bated the system and the measures of aduMuist ration, though he 
accused Ihejustire and Tllifted the character of the former par* 
liament, he could not trust the natural conclusion of his own 
premises. lie did not ask if any of the new .members, who bad 
80 lately come up imprfgoatcii with the sM«e,of their electors, 
«r if the old members, who were wituessos of Uk prooeetlii^a, 
autt whose rccollcclion of tii« last parliament was so ri-icat, 
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wtmXA agreo with him iir die character which he had ascribed to 
it. Nor did he veiititre to make any ^peal to ascertain who 
' were those who would concur with him in asserting the prin- 
ciples he had professed. AVhile I reflect upon these circum-^ 
stances, 1 feel contident that it will not be incumbent upot^me 
to answer at much length the arguments of the honourable gen- 
tlemen OD the other side of the house, especi^ly when the ob- 
jections of the pne are answered bj the observations adduced by , 
Ae other. 

- While the right hononrable gentlemen* professed to agree 
with every sentiment of his hononrable- friend f; they materially 
overthrew each other's reasonings, and every sentence uttered 
by the right honosr^e gcotleinan waS' confuted by that which 
preceded, it. ' The internal order of battle seems to havp been 
completely deranged, and the argumenU of the honourable gen- 
tlemen themselves meet in hostile encounter. The honourable 
gentleman f wbhed to impose upon ministers a responstUlity for 
the roeasares which were fonndeil upon the assertion in his Ma- 
jesty's speech, tiecanse, continued he, this matter rests only 
upon the information of the speech from the throne, which E 
must consider as the speech of ministers ; and in order to supply 
the defect of this responsibility which attaches to ministers by 
the most solemn and formal declaration, the honourable gentle, 
man insists 'upon receiving satisfaction, and imposing responsi- 
bility by a communication less formd and less authentic I The 
right hononrable gentleman •, however, proceeded as if minls^ 
ters were pleading on their res pons! billy, and then concluded by 
maintaining that there Is no responsibility at all. 

The right honourable gentleman is likewise ofTcndcd with the 
general argumeftt of the necessity of precaution, which was 
umiployedby my right honourable friend J ; bnt his hononrable 
friendf beside him admits, that only general information was to 
t>e expected ; so that to this argument the right honourable gen. 
tleman must lift up his hand and express his disapprobation, as he 

• Mr. K«. t ^^- Sheri4ui, } Mr. Dmdak 
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profesMS tb&t be-dnnot act upon general infontiation. Bnt why, 
saya be, did not the danger, which yon now apprehend, long 
before tUs todnee you to ddmand the adoption of tboM meunres 
of preeaatioa whiA you now think it neceiMry to employ i Na 
sncb plans, continued he, were punned upon any former petibd* 
The right honodraUe gentlemaa too went out of lib way to find 
comparisons to depredate the characters of ministers, - and as- 
serted, that to inch measures as the present much batter minis- 
ten,' in former wars, nerer had fonn4 it necessary to resort. 
He doci not, bowerer, mention, who tbeee mnch better minis- 
ters are ; and if the right henoarable gentleman tecoUedts Hie . 
language he ranployed during the seroi last yean oftbe Ame. 
rican war, there was a time when he bestowed upon the con. 
duct of tbat administration epiUiets as oSeuive as tmjiul and 
diaioHcai. Why, exclaims the honourable gentleman, did yoa 
not call for these measures upon former occasions ? Are i(e, 
then, gravely deliberatiug npoa a great and important subject, 
and are we to be t»ld that, in certain ^en ciicumstancee, no 
'pcecaudoBs are to be taken, becass^ at a former period, sncll 
tneasuree were not req^iired 7 May not the means which were 
judgfd adequate in a particular situation, be found insuScienl 
when circomstanccs alter, or when danger is increased ? The 
hoBouraUe gentlemen, though in otber poiab tbeir ^guments 
were at rarionce, go on together contending that my right 
honourable friend h^d swd, on a former occasion, that the force 
which this country possessed was sufficient to repel the attacks 
of all Europe. Certainly I do not believe that my right ho- 
nourable friend ever asserted, that in any possible case the vo- 
lunteer corps would be sufficient for the defence of tbe country.^ 
If my right honourable friend had asserted that the spirit by 
' wkicb these volunteer associatians were dictated, put in ac- 
tion as circumstances required, and accommodated to .the pres- 
sure of danger, would be alile to relist the efforts of the whole 
house of Bourbon, or of the republic of France, uded by any 
particular branch of tiie house of Bourbon, or of any other 
eomlnniatidn of powers-^snch an opinion I beliare to be just, 
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andkt least, pertecdy coMonftntto the wdl.knownfirmneMMid 
xeai of Taj right hoaonrable frimd. But may not the relative 
litottioa of the eaemy present them with moi« ipecific meanj 
9f carrying thdc purpose into ezecntidn, than tbey potsesBed at 
a farmer period, when it was necessaj'7 to gqard against the da». 
gers which Hita threateaed then from rariouB qnarters ? 

The right honourable gentlenum says, you relied on the 
finnneu and attachment of the people two ytAts ago ; and i> 
it less now diat yon hare recourse b> extraordinary precau- 
tions? The attaclunent and loyalty of the people of this conn- 
try, I trust, has experienced no dlminntion. It Ures, and is - 
cherished by that constitution which, notwithstanding the as- 
serllous of the right honourable gentlonan, still rcmuns en> 
tire. Under the protection and support which it derirei from 
the acts passed by the last parliament, tiie constitution inspires ^ 
the steady affecdon of the people, and is still felt to be wortli 
defending with every drop of our blood. The toice of the 
country proclaims that it continues to deserve and to receive 
Aeir support. Fortified by laws in perfect unison with its 
pinciples and with its practice, and fitted to the emergencies 
by which they were occasioned, it still possesses that just esteem 
and admiration of the people which will induce them faithfully 
to defend it against the designs'of domestic foes, and the at. 
tempts of their foreign enemies. The right honourable gea- 
tieman ^scoven the extent of the adversity into which he re- 
presents the country to be fallen in some of the measures now 
proposed for its defence, and which lie reprobates by the name 
tatrequultiont; — a species of levy, however, which so long as it 
was practised in France, he did not consider as deserving of 
any partJcnlar disapprobation. 1 will not at this moment in. 
quire, whether requisitions in France were a right and proper 
measure f bat let not the right honourable gentleman at once 
miUnbdn that the attachment of the people renders these mea> 
■ures of defence superfluous, and in the next moment represent 
these precautions as proofs of the intolerable pitch of adver- 
sity to which the nation is reduced'. The situation in which wv 
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are jrfacpd doei not impi)' a suspicion of onr power, Aongfa it 
justifies onr precautions. That prasperitj^ i> deceitful and &n« 
gerons, if it lead to a false security ; that the dai^er, thon|^ 
^TonaiteKif apprehended, or falsely exo^Eerated, without ex. 
ertion npon our part, can alone be of doubtful issue or perilous 
conseqnntcr, is liie ical opinitMi wbick the eaateiajJatkiu of the 
state of the county is fitted to inspire. 

Tlie right honourable geatleman, when be ezpreascd his dis- 
like of the mode of pressing men for the public serrice, did 
not speciQCatly apply his objection to tbe pVan of augmenting the 
militia and raising the new supplies of cuT^r^ ; he admits that 
thewmaj, in some measure, come under the description of p^*- 
Konal force. The mode proposed of increasing the militia 19 
not new in its principle. They are to be balloted in the some 
mapner as the established niilitia of the conntry. The QO,O0O 
men which it was proposed to add, were to be formed precisely 
as the 90*000 of which the ordinary number consists. The 
present addition does not exceed the amount for which, on 
former occasions, it was thought necessary to proride. In 
1756, a bill passed fqr doubling the number. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman, however, in preSHug his argument, nins 
before his recollection. The lS,0(X)mett for the laud ailfi sea 
service are to be raised according to the provisions of the act 
passed two years ago upon this, subject. Does the right ho- 
nonrable gentleman . then consider this to be pressing? No; 
it is meant to raise volunteere by contribution among the in- 
habitants of each parish, and, if they failed to produce the 
number at which they were rated, they were to pay a certain 
sum over the sutn at which a person to serve could be pro- 
cured. If the right hono.urable gentleman reprobates this 
mode as pressing, what was the language he held upon another 
occasion, and when a different mode was pursued ? In 1704,- 
when voluntary offers of service were introduced for tbe d&^ 
fence of the country, this mode was reprobated as repugnant 
to the constitution ; and now when men are called upon to con. 
tribute tbcir property and their perswia) service to the defence 
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«f tftdr ceuntry, U is discovered .to be unjuit^ aod stigtaadEed- 
ti requigtliffn I The two hoDOurable gentlemea admit the ue- 
cessity of prccautiiHi, aad they reprobate every meaaure which 
is proposed ; atid while they agree that it is nec^sary to pro. 
Tide Tor the defence of the state, they are dissatisfied with tlie 
means by which security is to be obtained, No'viithsfandieg 
the unuii^ity with which the resolutioa will be voted, I cannot 
augur well for the future co>opeiation' which the measures may 
obtain, when I consider the sentiments which the hononrable 
gentlemen entertain, and the observations with nhich tketr pre- 
sent concurrence is accompanied. 
. Th« rnolution was-afKrwatdt put and agreed M 



December 8, 1796. 

Tai repoit of the coOumttee of Ways and Means wai brought up, and the 
ruSMtions wer« read a first time, -0> the motiiM) bt their beiag now read a 

Mr. Fox, in very animated langm^, urged Ac attention of the Hotise tft 
the circunucance of m^1iste^s having granCcd £lflOOfioo, to the Emperor 
of GerAnf without the consent of parlUmenl, upon which he dvrelt for a 
considerable time. 

Mr.FiTTrepIiedtoblsobscrvaltoK: ' 

Those who never before had an opportanity of hearing ibt^ 
speeches which the right honourable gentleman has been accus- 
tomed to pronounce, and of observing the line of argument whick 
he has been accustomed to employ upon every p&blic question 
which has been agitated in this house, would certainly have sup- 
posed, apoa the present oocasitm, that this day, for the first 
lime in his life, tlie right honourable gentlemaa had felt reid 
abr^i for thelibeitiei and constitution of his conntry, and for 
tlte first time a point had occurred, so Intinutdy connected with 
the preservation of thdr political rights, that in the event of a 
decision boetile to the o^ion which Ge holds, it is to be viudi* 
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cated by nothing lew than an appeal to Ae people. But it has 
happened to those who have often had occasion to attend to tbo 
right honourable gentleman, to hare heard the same danger re- 
presented, and the same eoDaequenees' applied. It is not onco 
tvice, of three times that the right hononrable gentleman has 
reproSaled with the same emphasis, stigmatised with the same 
epithets, and deBonoced as pregnant with ruin tu the liberties of 
the conntry, measnres, which it has been thought necessary to 
brhig forward, and which the Wisdom of pariiament has thought 
proper to adofit ; nor is it now the first time that the right ho. 
Qoarahle gentleman, and those who sit near him, have made a 
stand behind the last dike of the conEtititdoa. It is not the Srst, 
the second, nor the third time, I repeat^ that upon points which 
a great majority of the house and of the country deemed to be 
coanected with the preservation of their dearest interests, the right 
honourable gentleman ha« raised tiie cry of alarm, and has affected 
tosee thedownfalofihc constitiition, and the destmctioa of our 
liberties. Not many months even hate elapsed since the ri^t ho. 
Qoorable gentleman stated with the same confidence,. and m|fed 
with the same fervonr, that the liberties of England wore annihi. 
hited, and its conslitudcH^one, if certain bills then pending passed 
1 into law ; laws under which, I will venture to allrm,Athat a 
' tast majority of the people of this country agree that the sub. 
Itanti^ blessings of their free government have been preserved, 
and the designs of our real enemies have hitherto been frustrated, 
ffay, DOtmany hours have elapsed since the right honoarabte 
gcotlancn gave a two month's notice of his intention to mova 
(ho repeal of those ads which heonce represented as a grievance . 
Boder which he could not sleep. 

There is, indeed, something striking, someHiing peculiarly 
singular, in the manner in which the new constitutional light 
has broken in upon the right honourable gentleman. This de. 
claration of mind, which has infused so deadly an alarm into &t 
migd of the right liononrable g^tlnnan, this dectaratiiHi by 
whicji the cc^stitution is annihilated, was made yesterday! 
Thii declaration is adaiitted to have been made in a way tin 
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most dear and distinct, "indeed so dear as to magnify the danger, 
and to aggratafe' the offence. This declaration, which he noiT 
feels to' be so fatal ta the liberties of the country, eo repugnant to 
the principles of the constilution, as to render It incumbent npon 
him to make it the gronnd of an extraordinary proceeding, and the 
reason of signal animadversion agaiast me, did not yesterday 
Etiike'him as of* so mnch importance as immediately to call him' 
up ! It did not inspire with any particular sensation his hononr- 
able friend near him", a gentleman by nature not free from jea- 
(ODSy, and of a vigilance which it is not easy to elude — it had 
not drawn from him the smallest remark of any kind, that could 
expose the danger with which it was pregnant. It neVer dis. 
turbed the serenity of hfe temper, though perhaps not the 
least liable to irritation, nor hail it prerentcd him from laying 
' before the house the details of his Tarious calculafions with the 
most calm and placid equanimity, the very moment after he had 
witnessed the death-wound of the constitution t Aflcr drt inter, 
rat of debate, it had deranged none of the calculations of the right 
honourable gentleman, it had not dri?en out of his head his rea- 
sonings of the three per cents, his remarks upon the naiy debt, 
norj» single circumstance of objection which the survey of the 
stibjeot^ad presented^ nor had it deterred liim from allowing the 
resolutions to be carried with an unanimous vote. Byt after the 
right honeul-able gentleman had slept upon this subject, he dis. 
forers that thg speech which he yesterday heard with so much . 
indiffereiiiij cbntains principles of such dreadful tendency, and 
threaten^ consequences of such fatal operation, as to lead him 
not merely to propose a censure of the doctrines, or the repro. 
balTofl of the particular measure; not 'merely the punishment of 
flie p«rEoh by i*hoih it w'as uttered ; but which would induce 
him in the first installed to take revenge for the error or the 
gnllt of ii minister, b^ giving his negative to the whole resolu. 
tioos, which have no relation to the particular measure in qnes. 
tioii ; it'hbh ^olild prifmpC him to suspend those supplies which 

•'Jffl.Orty. 
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are calculated to give coniidence to tbe n^oclations for peace, 
or in case of bang reduced to that alternatiTe, energy to the 
operations of war ; (hat wonid induce him to tell the eaeiay by 
the terj* next postj by which the unaaimons detern^nation of 
parliament to provide for every situation is cooTeyed, t&at the 
house of commons had interfered to stop the eSect of their for* 
nier decision, had suspended the means that were to add weight 
to the exertions of the executife gorernmcnt,- and at so critical 
a moment of the negocia.tion had committed the interests of this 
<^nntrj and her allien, and flattered the hopes and raised the 
pretensions of the enemy. Such is the length to which the pro. 
posiUon of the right hanonrable gentleman goes. It is not to 
remedy the imputnl crime which hu been committed, nor to 
guard against the chance of its occurring in future, bat it is cal- 
culated to derange erery measnre which may be in trun, and to 
disappoint erery design that may be in contemplation. I cannot, 
however, but hope, that when the right honourable gentleman 
has viewed the subject with more considera^on^ when he has 
' again slept upon his wrath, he will recur to that coolness which 
he first ^perienced, and that his vehemence and his alarm will 
subside. But whether the right honourable gentleman is to be 
deterred by the prospect of tbe dangers which must arise from 
tbe measure whii^h he. proposes, .at least I cannot doubt that 
consideration will have lis just weight with the house. 

The light honouraUegentlraaan says, that if he succeeds in 
his present motioa, he will move the house agiunst his Majesty's 
ministers fur the part they have acted upon this occasion. There 
is one thing that I will intreatof the right honourable gentle- 
man, and he may be assured it is the ouly supplication that I 
will address to him upon this subject, and it is, that if he can 
prove to the house that I h^^e violated the 'constitution, and 
committed the crime of which he accuses me, he will not defer 
a siujle moment to take the step which he has tiireatened ; that 
he will conline his. etforts to that object, and that be. will not 
-{.ombine willi the vengeance he pursues, a measure that inrolvei 
the ruin of his country. Let tbe puDislunent deadned fur mi> 
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niBters light npm them alone, and let the eomcquenceB of dte 
measuKS which the; employed to arert the dangers nhich 
threatened their coontry, the idfeasnrea which thej adopted for 
its saTety, for the s^vation of Europe, rest upon IbemselTCS. 
Thi> much I addresi to the right hononrahle gentleman, not for 
personal considerations, nor do I intreat the boon as a matter of 
penonal indulgence. If it be refased bj him, I hope at least - 
that the honse will be actuated by more moderate feelings, and 
guided by wiser maxims. 

The rest of the right honourable gentleman's propositions, and 
the point of his obserradons, are so exclusively confined to my. 
self, that I am at a loss in what way to [H-oceed, or whether I 
ought to trespass upon the house with atiy remarlLS upon tbaa, 
since die subject is intended for a more full discnsdon. I can> 
not, howeTcr, refrain from exposing the strange and extraor. 
dinary misrepresentations which he has giren of the general 
question upon which he builds the conclusion of criminality ; 
lUid I cannot doubt, that when the house perceiTes the fouoda* 
tion upon which the accusation Is raised, (hey will be able to 
judge of the effect that ought to be' gifen to the others with 
which it was vested in the house of commons. The right bo« 
nourable gentleman stated the general principle which consti- 
tuted,, the chief security of our liberties — the power of control. 
ling the public expenditure— and I hope there i; litde difference 
of 'Opinion upon this subject. The right honourable gentleman 
says, that if there is one thing sure in the constitution, it is this ; 
.and if it be violated, he maintains that the people stltl possess tlia 
means of obtaining redress. After the representations which 
the house bare heard upon the dilapidations which the constitu- 
tion has suffered, and the invasions committed upon the pnbKe 
liberties, they may judge of the reality of the danger which If 
now threatened, when it is even yet admitted that resonrets art 
left by which it may be opposed. Allhough the genenU 9*^9' 
eipte which the right hononrable gentleman states as the eiienca 
ifit the freedom of the constitutiod be admitted, it cannot lie dis* 
pated that it is subject to limitatian. At every period sIhq* tba 
f2 
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eomnMDcement of Hiost ^riods to wUcb vt nUx tot the pare 
practice of the coiutitutic», in tbe bert and most gloiiooi «enu 
in Ihe history of oor goTCFDniait, the principle of «xtnu»^U 
naries has been rcoened, sot merdj' foe iiKUTicliMl aipeatsegf 
but recognised upon general Tiews. It has prerailed under. eierj 
admin btratioa, even tliote with which the right. hononra^lq 
gentleman was connected, darloK the three lait reigoB, ^nd i^ 
the most ftpprored periods of liberty aqd comtitutiooal policy.. 
Tbe right honourable gentleman then hplds this prindpbj <fith> 
out exception, while the practice of every government pioTcs 
(hat it has been always limited, and his whole argument i» apn 
pllcable to all the extraardinaries that ever weie Tot^d by pujia- 
veoL It is impoBsible, thenefoie, that the right honourahls 
gendanaa could have correctly stated — I can hardly beUere that 
he has. ilncercly stated — this argument, which his c^j^tieac^ 
most disavow, and his knowledge must inform him is n^th^er 
consistent with the principles of the conEtitution, nof witb it^ 
practice at porioda which deserve. to he followed as eiampl^. 

But though I am hcre«rguing upon general points, the que^i. 
tion in reality comes within a narrower compass. The right ]u>- 
DOurable gentleman chuses to oierlook in one instance irhat he 
alludes lo in another part of his speech. Kd it never occar tq 
-him that parliament had sometimes committed to his Majesty, 
not new, but special powers, which superspdcdi^l giajjeral.qaesa 
lions? la reality this discretipnary puwor is exprejtsljr. com. 
qiittetl to his Majesty.' liefore 1 sitdown, I iqtond to inoTS 
that bis Majesty's mes^igt; of tbo 8tfa of Ueccmbpr l«$t ye^r 
should be read, and hkowise.theact, granting a vote qC <xedit, 
F.ronutbis it, will appear thfvtappwer was given to hi^M^^tf 
to apply the sum contained ip the vote of credit as the exij^en. 
(^S oC llie state might require. Suppose the case, which ^iU 
Qoi pit a I>'ss suitable illustration, t^cause it approaches, th^ fact^ 
that powers had been conferred to give that ^asiistanpa to tbQ 
ttUies of thia country, which onr own iatprest and-bhe circam- 
kfaficei ^^(, the f^itHfttion req,uired ; can any, man donbt.tbot tlw 
imnister, who e^uhl ^ve hesitated to issue that sum^ which. 
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granted, vnght bore tra/bfeA oot ttVifa to maiirt^i) tfidr cnro 
cause, and to defend the safety of Europe, and who shoiiW hiV'e 
flowed the enemies of Austru to eoinpletehcr destTuction by 
withholding a seasonable supply, would have been a trutor to 
his country, and would have merited the scVercst punishment ? 
The vote of credit last year docs actualiy inrest the cxecudfc go. 
Tcrment with a disciietionary power of aftplying the sums granted 
in a manner that m^ht best suit the public exigeAcios, and the 
money applied to the service of the emperor is within the 
amount of the grant. I do not mean fo say that the discretion 
thus Tested in the crown is absolute and independent of the con. 
trol of parliament, or that the minister, who exercises It in an 
nnproper nuiter, ia axemfited from censure; ttdt in wliat maa-. 
ner I undtntaiid tHI» I'miitatioti, I will state when I am c^«d 
npou to mike my defence. Whatever b^ the Issue of this dis- 
cussion, I cannot forhear obsemng, cTen at the risk of incurring 
the impntation of arrogance, that I would rather be convicted of 
having ^cted a principal part in the measure of granting a supply 
by which the salvationc of Austria was secured, and' the iiiile- 
pebdence of £arape was maintained, than be acqnitted for wUli* 
holding that ^, by which- the cause of our allies was sacrificed^ 
and the general interests of mankind compromised. At present, 
Iiowever, the question is not. Whether the conduct of his Ma> 
jesty's ministert was proper or improper; whether they were 
entitled to praise or deserving of pnnishmbnt ? The honse hare 
now to determine; Whether they shall announce to Frande that 
the aupplies of the year are to be stopped, and the exertions of 
the executire power suspended? Whether at a moment of such 
cridcaLimportuice we are to be reduced to the unhappy situation 
irhen we can neither prosecute the nt^dation irith that conG. 
denco which is calculated to insure a favourable issue, nor prepare 
ft(r wlir with an snergy whidi can afford the prospect of succeu 
to our. exertions i 
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The Monsa divided on the qnettko^ tliu the ward f sow" MUid put at 
Afci ...«— l£« 
' The njginslqnettiaawu then pBt, and canicd. 



■ December 1 4, 1796. 

Mt. Foi, ifier u istroduetorj speech, caodetmiiiigi m BBcoudtmioin^ 
the condoct of miiiiaten in hiviDg granted mxmtj to the Emperor of Ger- 
ra.*Dj and the Prince of Condf, wiihont the conunt of Partiameot, m*Ted 
the foUowing resohtiaa : " That his Majestr'i ministeri, having authorised 
and directed, at dil&ittn dines, vrithont the caoient, and dnritig tlie sttitng 
tS Parlianicnt, die imie of Taiiona aunu •£ woatf fat the lerrice of his 
ImfeM Majtttj, and also for the aernce td the aim; nnder the Prince sf 
Ceadf, hiTc acted taanrf u> their dntf, and to the trust repoKd In 
them, and have thereby Tioiued the coniCiiutional piivilegei of this Homc^ 

Mr. Pitt then rosti 

When I considflT, Sir, the nature of the motion which ia 
dus Any hronght forward bj the right honourable gentle* 
man against hii Majesty's ministerB, and the (erions obai|^ 
wludi it iiiTt>l*es, I must re^rd m^seir as particulariy impli. 
caled in that charge, as possessing a particnlar share of tc. 
tpond)^^ in the conduct of that measure which is censored aa 
a violation of the constitution, an4 a breach oj' the pririleges of 
tiiis house. I hATe,,howeTt:r, in the discussion of this ques* 
tion every thing to expect from the candour and justice of the 
honse. An imputation of a most lerious kind has been adTanoed 
Bgaiast his Majesty's ministers ; but it is necessary that all which 
may be offered wi both sides should be fairly heard, before any 
dedsion can takfe place. It is requisite that gentlemen shmild be 
in full possessibn of erery important fact that can he-adduced, 
before they, hasten to a conclusion which necessarily inrolteain it 
matter of such w^ght and magititDde. The house should clearly 
know the geheral principles on which it is to decide ;' it should 
know the grouqds oa whiph the theory of this part of die coiisU, 
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tatioD is erected ; it Bhonld also know, wlutt &.e particular iii- 
sUnces are in point of practice that militate in a certun degre« 
ag^nst the geoeral principle}. I Bay, Sir, when these considera- 
tions arc once known, it will then be incumbent on the house to 
dedde. But I Vtnst it will not be denied, that until these points 
are completelj' and satis ractorily asccrfaioed, the house ought, 
irith every view to propriety, to suspend its determination. It is 
no small object of satisfaction to tne, that the full review of for. 
iner precedents with respect to the present motion, forms a chief 
ground of it. In sucb an appKcatioD of facts, I hare consider, 
able reason to be pleased, and I trust I shall clearly demonstrate 
before I itt down, that former precedents concur in Justifying 
the measure which is at this moment so severely condemned. 

I am, however, not a little surprised to hear the language 
made nse of by an honourable magistrate*, who has declared 
that he has recuved instructions from his Gongtit>ients to join fai 
a vote of censure against fa'is Majesty's ministers, for having giip. 
plied tlie emperor with money without the authority of parlia. 
neat. Hiere b, periiaps, not any question on which a member 
OD|^t to allow the decided dictates of his own conscience and 
judgment to be superseded by the instructions of his constituents ; 
but if tkere is any case io which a member ought to be particii. 
larly anxions to preserve hb right of private judgment, it is in 
the present isstaace, with respect to a criminal charge: for I 
think it must he admitted, that it was impossible for the honour. 
. able gentlemao's coastitnents to decide in a just aud candid man. 
ncr, on the propriety of giving a rote on a motion, with the par. 
ticnlars of which they must have been unacquainted, and more 
peculiarly as they must have been totally ignoitnt of the defence 
which his Majesty's miabtcrs meant to set up. 1 have, Sir, to 
caution the house against those constitutional doctrines which 
-have been maintuned in' former debates, and particularly on 
Thursday night last. B>it without entering into a minute refii. 
fatinn of them, or stating those which I conceive to be strictly 
just, I (»nnot bdp observing, that much is saved for my purpose 
* AMcrmau Combe. 
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Vf the concessions which the fi^ht bononcable geoUemaa liiBU 
self * has made. I cert aioly do not wish to goad the r^ht ho- 
noQiable gcDtleman into the former opinions he has at difiereot 
(imcs maintained : I am hetter content to tal^c his present state- 
ments : I am better content wilh what I have heard from him tot, 
day, and with those general prindples whidi have faUen froa 
lim in eapport of his motion. For as, on a former occasimi, 
when, the present subject was first started, the interyat of one 
night made him see the measure more inflammatory than it 
really is ; it now appears that a pause of a few dajs haa ^ml. 
nished his ideas of the inflammatory tendency whkh, in his owa 
opinion, it possessed. The right honourable gen tlaman has taken 
great pains to lay down the great constitutional principles wiUi 
regard to pecuniary grants, and the me of these gi^ts. I did no. ' 
derstand, on a former night, that the honourable geotleman told 
OS one t|iiog, to which he said there was no exception, namely, 
that no expense could be incuned without the consent of parUa- 
ment. I did not altogether subscribe to that doctrine, and I will 
state, as aearlyos possible, the very words of the srigfiB^nt I theQ 
' used in answer, 1 argued, that the practice of estrat^rdiBarie^ 
had been adopted at different periods of the history of die cuaa-* 
try, at periods the most approved in the history of the couatry, at 
least at periods which the honourable gentleman miut naturally 
thiuk the most approved — when be was himself ia the adminis- 
tration. Exfraordiiiaries, to a large amount, were used dniing 
the silting of parliament, and parliament afterwards justified the 
act by a vote. The honourable gentleman did then admit, that 
he never could be supposed to have said tha^ extraordi^acte* 
could not be used without the conEent of parliament, previously 
obtained ; but when ministers have now adapted the same me&. 
sure, the propriety of which the honourable gentleman said, b^ 
could not be supposed to deny, yet such is his alarm, that be 
cannot feel himself justified in pausiijg a moment on the neces* 
fityof the actual condemnation of ministers. 

However, Sir, it is enough for my purpose to admit, that, ac* 
•Mr.Fo». - 
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ending to Ihe fiiiidtmeiital pTuidtJes of Ae conMitatlcni, all 
gnats mu&t praceedfrom the cammoiiB ; thkt Qiey are afterwards 
sabjeet to tWi> contnd, is a principle undeniable : but althougli 
tke coKmons are peasessed of tho power of controlling the ap- 
plication of the suppiii3 raised b^ them, yet it ii a drcomstance 
proTed to demon stral ion, by practice and general obscrratlonf 
that it would ite impossible to carry on any wars, that it would be 
i^pOBsiUe for goremraeat to proceed with due regard for the pub> 
lie safety, or with adrantage for the public service, if extraordina- 
ries' w«re not rai^ by parliament. In point of practice, it u evi- 
dent thej have been r^ed. Those great writers, who bare writ- 
ten on tbe sul^oct subsequent to llie revolution, prove that extra- 
ordinaries have always been nsed from that period. ,1 desire to 
refer to the pi'actice of the whole of the succession of adminiitra- 
tio»s, from die days of King William down to the present timo, 
when the priodpleg of the constitution are' becooie infinitely more 
definite, and when, owing to ambition on the part of France, pub- 
lic expeauea and tlte transactions of flbance hare attained agreater 
OUgidtu^; and I ask, whetbn from that period down to the 
fweseot, tile practice of extradrdinaries has not been recognized, 
and admitted? I do not mean of eitraordinarics only, but of ex- 
traordinary services during the sitting of parliunent. I do not 
state this, as if there was only oneor two solitary precedents, but 
as the nntfomi practice of all the wars in which this conntry has 
been engaged ; and Aat, during such wars, the extraordinariet 
have been precisely of the description I have stated. Sir, out 
constitution b oae which rests on great and leading principles, 
but still no one wonld wish that the constitution should expe- 
rience any injury by pushing those principles to a rigid and ex. 
treqie exctss-- If we are to look into the record books of the 
ionstitHtion, we shall find ccrtwn principles laid ^own, which 
Mem to contradict many acts of parliament, which are held as 
strictly l^al. If we examine the law of parliament, we shall 
ifind, that it is derived principally from the general tenor of the 
whole of the principles of the constitution, illustrated by the par- 
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ttcnlar vtgeacy and necessity of circunutanees. If tluB is tlie 
tree way which men ought (o stndy the constitutiiin, by appl]>iDg 
0ie principle* of it to the exigency of circnni stances, let me re- 
peat what I stated on a fonner night, with respect to the impos- 
ubility of the measure bdng wrong, which was done in confor- 
tnity to the best and most appruTed prindples, as adapted to pe* 
cnlifir ereats : and let me also ask, how a measure can deserve 
to be loaded with dbloquy and reproach, which in trath t> no 
morethanhas been tiie practice of every administration, at those 
periods when we hare been most proud of the cMKdtntion ? I 
might remark, that die lionourable gentleman, In tbe conrse of 
his speech, has admitted such to have ti^n the practice, because 
he has himself acted upon it ; jiet I must adqiit that the honour, 
able gentleman, when he stated that such was the practice, ob- 
serred, that because extraordinarles were consonant to practice, 
it was no reason they should be extended so far, if A could pcts. . 
libly be avoided. The hononrable gentlemaa, if I understand 
him right, i>y that Tery mode of argument, of the extension of 
the ext rand inarles being attraided with so mnch the more miK. 
chief, does,, in fact, admit the exception to tlie principle which 
he charges me with having riolated, and, in . short, destroys in 
effect the Tery principle he before admitted. He tokl ns that 
every extraordinary service involred the breach of the pledge to 
satisfy former estimates, by removing the means of paying tbets 
to some other service. If his doctrines mean to infer tliat ei_ 
traordiaaries ought not to be unnecessarily extended, I cannot 
but pcTfeclIy coincide with him : but if bis argument has for its 
'object that of rendering all extraordinaries invidious, I hope, in 
such case I may be allowed to guard tbe house against tbe eficcts 
of attending too much to topics opposed to the very same prin. 
ciples which he has before admitted. That extraord! caries arft •• 
liable to the future obsemation and control of parliament, is 
troe ; bat parilament has at ^I times felt, that it it necessary^ 
for the public safety, that ministers should have the power of 
using extraordinarles, without appealing to parliament, provided 
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that power, sod the means bj whidt tiiese extraordinaries m 
iacnmd, are labject to/otare dbcuarion. 

Bat it is not titt qaegtioa of extnordtnaries only that arises. 
Pariianwat, finding the impossibility of rcdndng erery 4>ing ta 
estimated expense^ bas introduced Ike practice of giring rotea 
of credit, witb the power, general!/', to apply tbem as «zigenaea 
might require. As far as it bas been posiiUe to proride against" 
extraonHnaries which always fcitherto bas been impracticable, 
every endeavour has been exerted ; bat it is a drciimstance in 
whicb parliament have certainly acted with great wisdom^ 
that it has not thonght proper at any time to interfere wiA res> 
pect fo the amount of the sums which minbters might think 
necessary for supplying the extraordinarles, but merely to make 
ministers responrible for the application of the sums, and the 
necessity of the extraordinaries, to the payment of which they 
are directed. Before I say any more, I will only obserre, that 
it b not likely I should be one to dispute the propriety of the 
measure of proridiug for the CKtraordinaries by the extent of 
the *ote of credit, if sucb a thing could be adopted ; I ha*e often 
heard it made a matter of reproach to me, that I endeavoured to 
eatioute every expense aud provide for it beforehand. The 
votes of credit were always smaller in former wars than in the 
present. In the present war, I have added to the vote of ciwdit 
other protisioHB for the purpose of providing for the extraordi. 
narles beforehand ; I may therefore be considered as having 
done all in my power towards endeavouring to take the previau 
authority of parliament. What then do I say, that th^e is no 
difference between a vote of credit aud extraordinaries ? As to 
the vote of credit, I conceive it to be a privilege granted to his 
Majesty's ministers to employ a given sum to any such purpose 
as the exigency of a^rs shall require. There is no circumstance, 
however unforeseen, titere is no purpose, be it what it may, no 
possible event, to vrbich ministers may not think it requisite 
that a vote of cre^t is applicable ; no expenses upon sadden 
^■uergeDcies, which do not come within the si^iit of a vote of 
fredit, subject however to thatprbciple wbich J shall state, 
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[Here Mr. Gtt^ took intes of what Ml front di< Cbancdior of 

tbe Exchequer,] I observe sn henanrablle gentlemBn taking ftotes 
of nhot I bftve jut meBfioDcd, &d4 b; Us nsnner he seems to 
txptfss disapprobatiOD. I only Itops ic will not Interrnpt M^ 
tiH ke has^ done mo the h«iK>Kr to Mtend lo the wtiole- of what i 
«y, wboi I hare no doubt hdt I iball beabte to conTince him I 
«B right. Harre I said Aat, becaase i^ vote of credit is appllcaUe 
to erery pvbNc seirlccv *ere is n* qirestion iSf responsibility ? 
HaTB I swd disre it so p^inc^le of rnpect, of attentieitj of de. 
fetSDoe to parGament ? I tmst t hare neither (tented, nor at anj 
aoe Boaient «f my life have failed to iheW t^ lAy coDdnct, that 
tnch recpOMiUliej' does exists I know that for every ea^rdse of 
tbat dktretioB, regularly giTHi hy the act, foaitded upon the 
TOte of credit, roinisters are snt^eet t6 the same responsibtlity 
as for the exercise of erety odier discretion, which permanently 
fwleogs to tbein as- ministers of the crown, and which they are 
bound to use fer the safety, the welfare, and the iSgnity of the 
cotnttry; a discreSmi tiie more important, as it tclateS' to tite 
disposition of the pnblic money : and' I trust parllaBlent wilt not 
lose sight, that it Is their diity to weigh tliose unforeseen diAicnl. 
ties on which alone gorernment can nse the powers with whidi 
it is enfrusfed. 

But, Sir, I do not mean to stop here;' I do not niean to say 
aM gorernment ought not to be questioned as to the propria of 
the Hwasores it nay think proper to reCup to'. I hare admitted 
ita liability to be ceifsared. I witi admit, that if, at that time of 
tisiRg a TOte cff credit, ministers foresee any espcnditure which 
appears tikely to 1m of consequence, either #ith respect to its 
Mionnt, or the importance or pecnKarity of tbe subject, if it 
■dmite of a precise estimate, and If the subject is of snch a 
natore that it can be 'dirulged witbAut injury «t inconfeiiiescft 
to the pnblic^— should readily adttiit that that minister would 
tiil Id Us duty topariiament, tbat he would not act according to 
Ae soand principles of what I beliere to be the constitution of Hie 
oonntry, if he were not to state tiie nature of the emeTgeney, 
and endeavour to eetimftte the expense : but if from the nature 
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oTlbeetigeiicy, ■tskovldbeinptdldetodindgeit, inftatcue, 
1 ctoodre tine tttabter juatificd, wko conceah it from porlia* 
ment till a future seaaon. By these principles, ai to tfae generai 
qiestion, I am ladificd that mj merits or deiaerits should be 
tried ; if I kave, id the opiuon of the house, departed from ^ 
&o principks of tlie conititutioi), dien I hare eamiitttted aa 
error in judgment i If through an error in judgment I har* 
departed from the pinoipUB of the couatitatioa, I admit that I 
901^ to leceiTe tiie ceanre of the house, notwithstanding that 
(nor proceeded from mj having fdt It my irresistihie duty, iui 
CWMoa with the rest trf his Majesty's niidsters, to act upon 
|BDCq>tfl8 wUch I conceived tfae best calcnlated to ensure the 
pnwperify and advantage of the country, liet me not be sup. 
pwwd Un^iibiat, what ^e honourahle gentleman seems to assume ' 
4fi iw ivMaace of cmdow, namely, that he reserved the qnestiod, 
vfetdutr-aoy degtfe of importaoce, which might attach to the 
subject, could poABiMy he cousid^red an ai^ument for con- 
MaliBg it, or that its importance could make any difference 
wiQi regard to thq. cstiaiate of its expense.- Of the principle 
itself, it is not material to say more; but with respect to what ' 
the honourable gentleman has sMsd, I will make this obscrva. 
lion. He has laid that extraordinariee are aflmlttcd on account 
of iad^pensoble oectsssity, and that those estfaordinaries are 
^uch a qiiscliief, that he almost doubts whether they should be 
dpfler^datall. 1 wili adont that) expense, be it what it wdl, 
is indabltably objeotidnalile, and that if the expense arises to a 
C()Dfi4erabIe Eua^ the objection is still str^'iiger; but the greater 
%e expense, tbfl.higher is the advance <ki the respousibility of 
mipisters, aqd. the greater is the inducement for this house to 
vjfte to djschajge those. expenses, 'i'hconly case has occnt-red 
ifUch was in qontemplation. If it should appear to the house, 
that, in consequence of an unforeseen change of clrcnmstances, 
thenqceasity of ^ypcnditurc was increased ; if it should' appear 
that; th^ only opportunity bad-arrived, in which there was na 
^Utrnativc but that of relinquishing the cause in which the 
•oji^try was eqg^ed, or of advancing the tespoasibility of ini>' 
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niaten; if, I say, tlili Ehoiild'appeur, bit a mark of candour in 
tbe honourable geatlenaii to dewe that the nrgaicy only ibtndd 
be put out of the queslion ? 

Why then, Sir, as to the utiHfy of tbe advance to tbe empe- 
ror, whether it could hate been made in a morp proper form ; 
whether, "by a prerions application to parliament, it would not 
bare been attended with a greater degree of inconvenience; 
whether tbe advance was not made at a time the mott critical 
that coirid posuhly have Occnrred — tiwse are qnefltiom which 
I shall shortly proceed todi«cuu. But, asniining for tbe preseot, 
that there was a difGcnlty about the mode of doing it, what mode 
under similar circnrastances, would ha*e been mor eli^bleL 
In this way it has been tried, and has succeeded : by pretioasly 
applying to parliament, it is doubtful whether It would bavu 
succeeded or noL I intrest gentlemen to recollect the rituatioB 
of theemperor on the Continent; the lUmtion of tbiscenntry, 
witfa respect to the prosecution of the war, or oflts terminatioa 
by a safe and honourable peace : I request them to look back to 
July or Augast last ; a period when we saw with regret and ap- 
prdienaion the triumphant arms of the French Republic at the 
gates of Munich, and the territorial poneiuoiil of tlie belligerent 
powers ia danger of being wrested from diem. When they look 
back to this period, let them at the same dme contemplate the slow, 
firm, measored and magnaaimous retreat of the gallant Austrian 
army, and the consequences which foUowedf rom a retreat only cal- 
cula'ted to insure the success of thur future operations. Will they 
then ask themselTea, dry as the question may be, when so ani' 
mated a subject is presented to the mind, how far the assonace 
of the aid which this country was disposed to gnut, may hare 
invigorated the spirit of a country making its ntmost efforts lo 
resist an inrading foe, how far it may have given conidence to 
flieir resources, and enabled them to prosecute that line of 
operations which has l>eCT attended with such disttnguisbed snc> 
cess? With these considerations in his view, is there miy man 
who can regard a? a matter of consequence, whether tiie eipensc 
of 900,000/. or ] ,200,000/. has been iflcarred to tbe counliy ? 
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la thdr any imd' who can qnestion tbe propriety of the ■Dm 
allotted for the object, and would be williog, for the sake of m» 
paltry a UTiag, to give up our share in promoting a larice, 
which hai terminated so hononrably far the character of our 
allies, and so twaeficiallf fcfr the ^ueral interests of Europe ? 
Who would not rejoice that he was admitted into p'artnerdiip 
.soilluatrioni> and aciurmpanied with such brilliant success^ 
Me creditt Lethon, 

Me Tenedon, Cinftaiii*e, ^ Cyltan ApoUiau w^j 

Et Scgron cq>Uit. Med ccHCVSta pstale 

Procuhvute tola Lyrntma mania dejtrd. 
We have berides to confer, that whaterer in this iiistanee 
has been' gi*ea, haa onlj been lent to a power wham we bare 
no reason to distrust. Eren if a aum hod been given to a mnch 
larger amount, it would snrely haTS been amply repaid by the 
success which has attended the eiertioni of our allies, and the 
important adrantagei which haye been gained to tbe common 
cause. In the conrse of discussion on this subject, frequent 
mention has been made of tbe opinion of the public. The pub> 
lie are not so dead or so insensible as either to be ignorant of the 
adTontigei which have been obtained, or ungrateful toward! 
those to vhose galhwt exertions they are indebted on the present 
occasion. There is not a man, eren the meanest indiTidual in 
the coDDtry, who will not feel himseif more than repaid for the 
small qnota which he will be required to bring forward En aid of 
tbe public serrice, by the important benefits which have been 
secnred to the general interests of Europe. There is not, I will 
Tentuce tg say, an Englishman who does not feel the most ardent 
sympathy With the magnanimity, tlie t«Eonrccs, the spirit, and 
persererance which have lieen displ&yed by Austria in her recent 
exertions, and who does not rejoice lliat the contributions of 
England luTe be«n brought forward in aid of operations which 
baie been equally marked by their gallantry and success. - I 
will not think so ill of the good sense of my countrymen, at to 
'*ipp<aa thM they can regret any trifling ^pense, which has been 
the means of obtaioing such signal advantages. The question 
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atone is, whether there is any doubt of ifhe ei^gence of Uia 
neasui^, whether there is any doubt of Its neccislty, and wli«- 
tiier the ser»ice would ha*e been performed by a pretioin state, 
ment to parliament. 

Here, Sir, let me state to this honse, or rather repeat what I 
]laTe shortly stated on a former night. The house wil) recoltecl, 
that from the principles on whicA Iiconcdve a goTemoient 
should act, it nerer could hare been in my Contemplation, or 
that of his Majesty's rfiinisfers, under the rote of credit, to 
propose advancing the whole of the eum which turned ont to be 
nticessary for the emperor. That It was not my intention, b 
ppOTCdby this circumstance, diat at the very period of proposing 
the Tote of creditj a reserte was expressly made for a loan' to bo 
specifically brought fbrward, and submitted to parliament, to a 
much lai^er amount than the vote of credit. What inference 
do I wish to draw from this ? First of alj, that it Is a pretty clear 
«ld erident proof, thsU tt in reality appeared, by the Anstrians 
bi>ing so much in want, thai his Majesty's qiiaisters had an 
impression of the necessity of assiNting the emperor. Could they 
hare any motive to hold out a loan, if there Was Do,such thing 
in agitation ? What view could any government have in stating 
the necessity of an Austrian loan, if they did not see the occasion 
for one ? When we asked' for the vote of credit, it was pWit 
*e were not asking for a Vote of Credit for services- unforesen, 
but that we intended to apply it ^ it has been applied. Gen- 
tlemen, will recollect, that on the first loan of eighteen millions, 
it was stated as uncertain the precise time it wotild be Called for ; 
that the precise time depended on the rraultr of an intercourse 
between his Majesty and the ctnperor, without wBich it was 
impossible to settle the extent of it. But it is true, 'I felt that 
tn consequence of the extraordinary extent of the drt^n of mon«y) 
some time would be necessary before the influx of tradb would 
be such as to render a measure of that kind practicable ia ftt 
execntion, or safe in its impression; for of all subjects, that 
which relates to credit, orthe stagnation of rooneyj tlie defkaoy 
«f which ,every man knowa, is that in vrbach it ii irtoesUry t« 
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be parlicularix citcumspect. Now, low does this stand ? I was 
sangoiae tkat a mucb shorter iateml would hare diminished the 
scardty. Afterwards, at a much later penod, I found that it 
would be impossible to bring forwaid the loan. Under this im- 
preasioD, I did think it adyisable to take the step I hare taken, s 
'^rt time prerious to the end of last parliament. How far that 
can be fairly imputoJ tp me as a crime, is a question I shall have 
Mcasion to discuss. However, this ;h the first prindple of my 
defeace, that when the campidgn was advancing, so that the 
emperor conid not w^t for any ptoof of the reality of his hopes 
of an increase ofpeconiary supply, in conformity to what had 
been done before, and according to principles recognized by 
paritiunertt, I thought it expedient, for the success of his arms, 
to send the means of repelling the enemy. 

The principal question is, whether this measure hai deprived 
you of ajiy thing you possessed ? whether any disadvantage ha« 
been -the consequence of it, so as to make our situation more 
embarrassed now than it would have been some mouths ago, by 
a loan taking place i I believe the situation of mercantile men, 
and the pecuniary state of the country, is more favourable now 
than they were at the periods when the several remittances to 
the emperor were issued. This I state not merely on the sug- 
gestions of any pMticjilar member of this house, not merely^ in 
consequence of any discovered public opinion ; but I state it 
•n evident grounds of rfeasoo. Nor can I for a moment suppose 
that the members of this house, that the public will long sua. 
pend the delegation of their assent to a measure founded equally 
in the justice and e^pcjiency of the motives which gave it birth.. 
But however thismay be, f have on this occasion the ^Hsfactioa 
of knowing that I am not stating my own sentiments only, but 
also those of the persons who were the contractors for Uie last 
loan. The contractors for that loan ^emsdves felt then, and 
have since communicated to me, the incanveniencei that had 
resulted to commerce in general, from the immense, but necessary 
tlr^ns in the money market. They had felt that any specific 
proposition to guarantee afresh loan to the emperor would have 
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seniiblj affected ihe money martcet: would bkTS depreciated thv 
Ainda, and depressed &e puMic credit. Had I npoa that occa- 
sion adapted the node of a public loan ; had I coae to parfe- 
ment, when parliament Srst sot to deliberate on pnblia measures ; 
had I, while fbe necessities of the empire and the dearest in- 
terests of Europe depended in some mea>ui«, tbo one for rali«f, 
the other for preservaHon, on the remittance of eert^ portiims 
of that som of 1,200,00M. — had I in tkat erenlfdl ciisb done 
any thing that might, In its uHiinate consequencei, increaoo A* 
difficulties of that all)', endanger and risk. Ae liberSesof Eoiopo, 
what, let me sik, wontd have been the language of Ae hoacoK* 
a]ble gentleman, who has this n%ht censured my condDct, sad 
made it the subject of a speoiSc motion > I repeat H : The per- 
sons best acqoainted with the raone^ market were, at the periods 
I have mentioned, deeply impressed with a sense of its growing 
embarrassment, and seriously felt At tncosTenienoek neeeiiarilj 
conconfitant to a state of warfaye. They felt thorn tnconroni* 
enccs, but they more than kit &e justice of die eohtest wUdi 
had operated as the ctmSe of them. In thnr opiaioD, At pecii- 
nlary situation of the coantry was atuih as wokM harre rendnvd 
the public arowal of any loantothecmpererextremely impolltle, 
and t>y an fR.timcd discnssioo of its propriety, hart prodocei 
(hose evils I hare in part detailed. To them I submitted w h ath et 
a public loan wonld be prudent in sncfa drcumstances, but Aejr 
Were nnaaimom in their preference of the Copied mode. A 
firoof this, that I could have no intentioii to violate the const!. 
tttHim. That I Iiad not hastily, and immaturety adopted tiie 
iteroatiTe; that I made those prelimlna^ arrangements; that 
diy Incpiiries on the subject were as general and earnest aa X 
hatre this night avowefl, is wdl known, not only to the indivi- 
duals witii whom I coBssltcd, but also to my colleagnea in tho 
ninistry. i appcd, withont fear of being cantrsdioted, I appeal 
to those in my confidence, vrhether such wtfe or such w«e not 
my Mtt^eDts, whether such was or was not my eoodtct on 
Aat occasion ? At tliis time the sitnaticMi of .the empire was «b» 
90 pcsullar, that. Us Majesty^ servants conU not bst Iwre » 
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■trong aud inflnenc'ing sense of the impropriety of afbrdiog pub- 
licly the aid that situation bo much required. The arms of the 
Freuch TCpubKc were victorious in almost every quarter, ths 
empire threatened with destruction, and Europe with roiq. 
Tliis was, I own, the reverse of our once faTourabla faopei : ' 
from the exertion's of that ally our expectations bad been diffia> 
eat ; but could any temporary rerorse of drcnmstancea justify a 
meaiure that must ha*e entailed on that ally a pprmanent, nil!- 
chief ? Surely we, who bad considered ouraelf es entitled to shan 
in the good fortune of the arms of Austria, would not jutlf 
have separated our interests in her adversity. Surdy that iJJyj 
of whose good faith and caadour, of whose steady attachment to 
the principles of the alliance we had so, many and such splendid 
proofs ; that ally, who had almost singly resisted the destructiT« 
progress of ui impetaous and enthusiastic enemy ; yes, the hoaw 
of Austria eminently merited our confidence and onr esteem. 
But these were not enough. The empire was in actual danger ; 
her treasury exhausted ; and many of her princes forced to aban- 
don her defence. It was in this conjunctiire that his Majesty's 
servants, faithful at least to their sense ot thci danger, afforded 
to Germany that assistance which I am proud to say had been io 
A great measure the means of saving not only that particular em* 
pire, but a vast portion of Europe. Actuated by these consider- 
ations, thus hurried by existing necessities, to adopt a particular 
measure, I flattn myself few who hear me will in the end ful to 
discover, that the act ilsdf, even supposing it to be unconstitu- 
tional, conid not be the result of a deliberate intention to Tjotato 
acts of parHamenf. 

Hie right honourable gentleman has supposed that the meo. 
«nre was now brought forward under cover of the glory of the 
Anstriatf successes ; but I have to remind that honourable gen- 
tieman and the house, that the resolution of his Majesty's uuoia* 
ters, to assist the emperor, was taken not under the .flattering ' 

phantom of dclnsive glory, not because the house of Austria wu 
■resuming, under the Busptces of one of its iUustrious members, 
its former spirit, and had regained its ardDU ', not becaiua tha 
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French bad been forced ta abatidoa some places, and retreat 
from others, in the German domiiiions ; but their resolution was 
taken when ministcn felt that they had an opportunitj of giTing 
to the emperor, Europe, and the country, the best pledge of 
their sincerity, of their at^ntton to their interests, of ibeir indi- 
tidual integrity, and coilective force. The nsolution i*as not 
taken without serions contempla'tion of the risk. It was not nn^ 
dertj-ken without maturt^ly consid^ing every relation, in which 
it eonld possibly connect Uself with the constitution. It was not 
undertaken in defiance of law, nor made a solitary cxceptitHi to 
all former usage. It was not undertaken to cripple our finances, 
nor had it, either prospectiTely or retrospcetiicly, any oftctbing 
In common with a deliberate insult to the boasc But it was 
undertaken in a way^ ami upon an emergency, which warranted 
the measure. Eveti the measure was warranted by the former 
opiuions of my adTersaries ; but especially by the then- and pie- 
cent opiuion of momed iflen. 1 shall perhaps be asked, what is 
the difference between a loan in the manner that loan was traos- 
acted, and a loan granted in the old and popular way f What 
the'diflurence between a. direct and avowed disbursement of the 
public money, and an indirect and concealed disbursement? 
The former i shall, ftcrhaps, be told, must have decreased the 
pecuniar^ resources of the country equally with the latter ; and 
have lessened, though in a secret manner, the general means of 
commercial security. But to this I cannot concede, because th« 
Teiersc has been the fact. The fact has been, that by remittioy 
money to the emperor in that season of difficulty, of douW, and 
danger, his Majesty's ministers hare rendered less doubtful the 
prospects of a safe and honourable peacu. Had ministers on that 
occasion, after being convinced themseWea of the necessity. and 
justice of Euch assistance, and duriug the recess of parliament, 
delayed the adoption of the conduct they have pursued, instead 
of aflbrding to the emperor, the enemy, and Europe, a proof of 
superior wisdom uid Superior resources, it would boa proof of 
the want of both, by giring thp money publicly. By discuss. 
>ing the subject in parliament at the earliest period, if Each » - 
diicussion could be entered into, not only public credit would 
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lure been iojiireti, but you would ha»e told Aie enemy (iat your 
difikdties obliged you to slint thv acknowledged wanU of your 
^lies. To those who thought worse of our rcaources than I did, 
to the public mind in general, su«h a memure, in such a crisis, 
waqld, 1 j^now, have been a cause not of Tejoicing, but of sow 
irow ; not a source of pleasure, but at pain, E»ery man wha 
vifhed TcU to hta country, wery nian sinceTtdy »ttached to Ibc 
ptinciplof of the constitution, instead of approving of that gs. 
riBtqnce bei«g affordtd originally as a loan, would have said, No, 
Jo not comMit yourself to your ally, so as to make yoor neces- 
tities a test of his. If, instead of endeaTOuring to poise and 
remore the dtfficnity as I haw done, this hon«e bad «« passed a 
public loaa, such must have been the consequence. I aia cer. 
(ain, that had parliament been acquainted with the danger of out 
plly, and had ctcii determiacd ■ to gire the necessary assistance, 
the pnWicity of the measure would ha? e defeated t^*' object. So 
that, whether we had or had not been reduced to tite alternativo 
of refusing a^istance altogether, the event mast have prodni^ed 
collateral mischiefs,. I may, tberefote, I think, ask, Ought you 
to yield to the pressnre of temporary difficulty, and abandon your 
'ally at a moment when such a step may bs deeisire of hia fate I 
Ought you, on the oUier hand, completely to pledge yourseives 
to grant a pecuniary assistance which, in the first instance, may 
be attended with considerable inconvenience, . and the influence 
of which, on the future coarse of crents, you arc nnable to as. 
eertaia ? Pledges of aid, and of instant aid, his Majesty's scrv. 
ants had certainly seen g<tod rcasitn to girc to the raiperor. . 
These pledges had been giren long before the meeting of parlia- . 
ment, and might justly be considered as very eminently conducive 
to every measure and every success jrhichjias been since adopted 
^d experieqced. It is, I know, one among the grounds op. 
which the right honourable genti^man has brought his accusation, 
that a part of the money was sent previously to tha meeting of 
parliament, and another ground, that money has been sent 
i^inoe its meetings I own, the advance to the emperor^ consists 
of sums sent since the meeting of the present parliament ; but ' 
( do contendj that the pledges of these sums were the mcana 
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bjr wUeh tlie house of Austria endared adversity, and retrieved 
fts prosperity. Had the emperor, in July and Aii){ust laot, 
had no KsauranCB of yoar assistance, I will not say we shouid 
have been at this monient a ruiued people, but I will say, that 
tiie pecuniary security of England, and the territorial security of 
Austria, had> been diminished, if not utterly destroyed. 

On a former night, an honourable frigid of mine used as an 
argoment, the efiect which he thought a public discussion of (he 
measure would have to depreciate the credit of the country ; and 
I own I have not yet lieard any thing that coald induce me to 
fhiok dififerently on that subject. The effect of a Itnowledge of 
&t pecuniary distresses -of the emperor, joUied to the difficulty 
which a prompt supply would hare produced, couid not f^l to 
bear with peculiarly embarrassing weight on the course of ex- 
drange. Whereas the transmission of the sum of 1,200,000/. ia 
different sums, and at different periods, tended greatly to reFieve 
the emperor, and prcscrTS the credit of this country from that 
flapression which the same sum, granted at once, and in the form 
of a public loan, would bare occasioned. I need not, therefore^ 
enumerate the particular dates of thosesbills. Our assurance to 
Austria wa^ not confined to the meeting of parliament, not snb- 
jected lo the delays. of several months of recess, but it was given 
witli reference to every situation of difficulty or danger in which 
the arms of. the emperor might be placed by their resistance to 
the Mini of France. When the Austrian troops were retreating 
from thdr severe and glorious combat with the French republi. 
cans, they surely merited every assistance this country could a,{~ 
ford them ; but when, in the career of a brilliant series of the 
most splendid victories, those gallant men were urged by tbdr 
einulation of the intrcgidity of their invincible officers to acts of 
unparalleled prowess, his Majesty's servants found themielvet 
called upon, most particularly ^Icd upon, to aid and promote 
' thor viewi, to softea their calamities, and to afford them means 
of securiog tbeir important conquesU. On the conviction of th^ 
propriety of thesp lentunents, and of such conduct, it was, that 
tiie King's mioiaten had acted. Of the number of those who had 
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beem gnided %y tiicse senHments, I, Sir, cert^Iy wu one, not, 
the Iea»t Bctifs to provide, nor, I truit, the leut TigUant tomk- 
aage prudently, that pecuniary iliinulnB wUch, during tlie re* 
cess, and at otfaer periods, vss given to tke arms of the empire. 
Our condaet, thererore, Sir, dots not respect tlie nonths of Oc- 
tober, of No*smber, nor Decsinber, in particular, but it bad A 
clear and nnerring relation to every crisis and circnmstance, to 
eTCry moment of danger. In tratb, tke acts tboudves were acta 
performed distinctly in compliance with solemn engagements; 
Aey w«re acts in execution of pledges which bad been prerionsly 
^en. Acting daring the reeass from the conviction that thew 
pledges were givui by the letter and the spirit^of the eiisting 
treaties, acting after the parliament was met, nnder the sanctitw 
of these treaties, with, no intention then, and surely none now, 
of setting up their own judgments as the standard of, or superior 
to, the judgment of the hoose of conunoni, miiusters, I thinks 
may be permitted to avail themselves of the ezeeptions of all umU 
lar treaties in favonr of dmilar conduct As to the transactioil 
itself, no separation conid fairiy be made of the necesritj' whiob 
fxre existence to the measnre, and the motives which )afiuenoe4 
its adoption. Even supposing Ote jodgment of parliament could 
have been taken, the state of Germany was such as could not 
have Irft gentiemea one moment to their doaUs wbetbu or no 
it was proper to assist the emperor. What minister* have done 
ia parsnance of thdr ple^e wu, however, done in agreatiiiea> 
nre before parliament coald have been assembled to consid« itf 
^pediency. Of the nature and effect of the services performed 
by the emperor, gentlemen may very readily judge, I^ey have 
Aem recoi>ded in the annals of very recent periods, annals the 
most brilliant, perhaps, in tka history of the world. Thus, 
whether we jadge of the scrrices of Austria in whole, or only ift 
part, I think, gentlemen mqst concede to me that the servicea 
of tbe last three months hm been at leut such as merit our poTr. 
(indar approbation. Onthis part of the subject I faave, there, 
fore, at present, scarcely any thing more to remark. I have, Jn 
4iG best BAnqer I aiiv^|^ stated to. tije house the drcumslance 
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Af that sitontion wliicli rendered it Impossible for Austria to con. 
tinae her warlike operations vilboiit assistance from this conntry. 
I have likewise endearonred to render my own conceptions oi tbe 
act of sending money to an ally without the previoas consent of 
parliament. In addition to these, I have submitted to the honsa 
those principles, in the practical esention of which! pursued that 
line of conduct now so much the subject of the animadversiom 
of the right hononmUe gentleman. 

With this species of defence, I might in some measure rest 
satisfied : but I should still be tranting in duty to myself, did I 
not, before I sat down this night, desire thfr himse to keep in 
memory the prinaiples I have th\is stated, as being those on 
which I aeted ; if I did not desiro- the house to compare tbets 
principles with my conduct. As to the question of eatraordiba., 
nes, I hate heard the idea suggested, and something like an 
-argument attempted to be deduced from it, that if its spirit b? 
adhered to, no part of a vote of credit can be employed to pay 
foreign troops. I hare heard too, that of such an application of 
the public money so voted, our annals scarcely afford any, and 
ifahy, not apposite precedents. Sir, I thmk lean instance a 
number of precedents of thb kind ; I can instance to this house, 
and for the information of the r^ht honourable gentleman, that 
votes of credit were appropriated by our ancestors to the pay., 
ment of foreign troops. In times before the reTolution, but of 
those times gentlemen seem unwilling to say much, in the reign 
immediately before the revolution, this very thing had becii 
doiie by the crown ; but, Sir, in periods subsequent to the rerai 
jution, in periods not the least favoured in our annals, altfaongh 
certainly not altogether free from the stains of calumny, bu^ 
especially of pa.rty violence, in the reign of King William, during 
the year 1701, accompanied by ciroumstadccs of a singularly 
important and curious nature, the parliament voted an extra suq 
for the payment of foreign forces. This sum was voted not re* 
gularly as a vote of credit, but it succeeded the granting of a - 
vote of credit, . and was a measure which, although it occasione4 
some trifling apposition, was qarric^ unanimously. Siich w^^ 
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the condnct of c|nr ancegtors at the rerolutiun. In the reign of' 
Queep Ann, a reign reprehended iinduubtedly hy some, a reign 
which bod unhappily ennoiiraged, if nut occasioned and foment, 
ed, those differences which rendered theTorie*so implacable 
against the Whigs ; in th^ ruign, thus chequered by the per- 
Becutions, ean^uinary persecutions, first "f (he Whrgs, bat tat> 
terry^ and I will confess with not less cruelty, begun and con- 
tinue] by the Tories ; in this reign, and in the years 1704 and 
1705, both subsidies and grants had been employed in paying 
forciga forces. This, tun, was done withoutthcauthority of par- 
liament. In no6, a transaction more directly characteristic of 
this, for which theminlst^s of the present day are censured, was 
publicly arovFcd, and as publicly discussed ; yet it scema tho 
right honourable gentleman had orerlooked it. This at least 
seems to be the case ; or, if known, he curtainly ought to hate 
abandoned his assertion. There is to 'be met with in the an. 
nals of the parliament of Chat day, an account of three difierent 
sums, each considered,' by the opposition of that day, as T)ola< 
tions of the constitution —a remtflauce to the Duke of Sa»oy, to 
the Emperor, and to Spain. A sum too h^ been paid in tho 
ea.me manner -to the Landgrave of Hesee, for a corps of hit 
Iroups then In the pay of England. Alt these sums were not 
voted rpgularly after the specific propositions, submitted for that 
purpose to the house, but were remitted to those sorereignf 
without the previous consent of parliament. Not even estimate; 
of the services for which the sums had been paid, were laid 
before the house till six weeks after its meeting. The sum sent 
to the emperor was peculiarly distinguished — it had been trans* 
tnitted, not at the close, not during the recess of that session in 
which it was first announced to parliament, but before the end of 
the preceding session. These proceedings did certainly attract 
notice. The house of commons and the public had been ad. 
dressed on the unconstitutionality of the measure ; then, as now, 
there had been employed, every effort which ingenuity could . 
suggest ; every vehicle of - public communication rendered a 
Tpliicle of asperity and censure o« tho conduct pf mimfitei.s. It 
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twcame the subject of a. solemn disQussion — a discussion, appn, 
reutly not less Tetimnent, than it was laboured and profuse. But 
bow, Sir, did the ministers of that day rtiire from Uie combat ? 
Did they retiro overwhelmed with the Tirnlence and abase, the 
crasniB of the discerning and temperate m«nbers of that parlja> 
nieut? Of were tboso their actions distinguished by the appro, 
tiotion of the oommons of Groat Britain ? Sir, tlw minister of 
that daj-had the satisfaction to sec the attack of hia adversaries 
repelled, and their exprefisions of censtire changed to approba, 
tion. That minuter, Sir, heard his condoct applauded, and ths 
journals of this house were made to bear record that the sense of 
Its members was, that (he sums advuicad to the empovr on 
that occasion had been prodactive Mt only ef the prcaerTotion of 
the empire, but had also supported and nu^ptained the interesti 
of £urop«. In the year 1718, in the beginning of tiu reigs of 
George the First, an instance of the application of tbe puMo 
woney occurred, ^hich, though not so analogons as the last, { 
'> think it right to mentina. A meesage had been received from 
his Majesty, soliciting the aid oi the coBBons to vake Iuc1i,m 
augmentation of the actual forces uf the country as might be 
deemed necessary tu place it in a respectable state of defence ; 
and tbat because there bad heen an appearanoe of aa invasion — At 
this time his Majesty takes Dutch troops into hb pay, and th^ 
iDuney Tote^ to raise and maintun native tr^ps is disbursed for 
the Qsc of a foreign corps. Tt is trae this body of Dnt<;h troops 
were landed in England, and their serticcK. conGued to it; bnt 
BOt even them afEected much the ^pplicati^Q of the fact as a pre- 
ctdeut However^ Sir, in the year 1734, ^ period neaca our 
pwn times, a general vote uf credit waa grated. That rote of 
credit was applied en Bucli occasions, »nd for sudi purposes, si 
night, at any tune during its existence, arise out <^ the exi- 
{Bucies of the time^ On tbe 18th of February of the subse^^ent 
y tar, a vote of credit was i^lso granted, wd a treaty eoncloded 
with l>cn[nBj-k. And, Sir, if Iluue not totally misconodved 
the passage «f eui |)arfia«iQfttary history where these facts are 
stated, this last, as weU as the vote of credit inunediately pro^ 
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ceding it was kppUed to pnrposee in their nature not anlike 
those to which necMfity impaled the ministers of the preaetrt 
d».y to apply the vote of 179I- I might lUso refer gentleman to 
another instance of an advance to foreign troopi. An advmee ta 
the Duke of Arcmbcrg, commander of the Auatrian foroefl, in 
the year 1742, was noticed in debate, and cen«tired in the ad- 
miniBtratioa of Mr. FeUian) — a. name tt)u as dear to the frieauti of 
constitutional liberty as perhaps any that conid be mcnlioDcdl 
but the inquiry vta aviiided by noting tbe pref tous 'qaestioo. It 
happened, howenr, that^not Igng after,, the sane question wo* 
made the subject of a specific (liscaanoa. It appeared ttidt 1^ 
advance Jiad been made oader the authority of an Bssnmac« eK. 
pressed by Lord Carteret, sad i)ot in consequence of any previtnA 
consent of pafliament ; 1iat it appeared also that the progresi 
of the Austrian troops was considerably accelerated by the in- 
fluenoe of that aid, and their subsequent successes owing chiefly 
to it. The Tote of censare, therefore, which hod beai ftmnded 
on the act of Lord Carteret, was amended, and the advance de- 
clared necessary to the salvation of the empire, fiut, Sir, ItM u* 
compare the crisis of 17.S6 with titatof 1787, when the expeosas 
incurred by onr endearonrs to protect Holland wore recognize^ 
nndcr the head of secret sertices. Thk, too, wasan imanimotu 
recognition of the act which, bad it been the offspring of l?96i 
the right honouratile gmtlcman, influenced by his new opiaioM, 
would, I hare no dunbt, marked with his disaj>probaticm ; bat sq 
stood the fact then. 

The right honourable geiftleman avoids no opportunity to pxj^ 
press his disresjiect for the memory of the last parliameiit. But 
surely ho ought to recollect, that, although he has often told as 
that the last parliament completely undermined the conslltntion, 
there yet remain priodples for which the tight honourable -gen- 
tleman thinks it his duty to contend, under the sanction of 
which, he is yet permitted to accuse his Majesty's n^nistersas 
criminftts for doing that which necessity provoltcd, and which 
precedents warrant. Undoubtedly, Sir, I think that whether 
(he peoplt) of Enghind will hereafter i^pprore of the conduct of 
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oppo«itloD as constitutional conduct, ihey vilt admit that it is a 
ligil&nt opposition. On the present occation, however, moch of 
that ligilancc seems to me to have been exerted in rain. They 
JiaTC not, with all thdr industny, fallen ereo in the ytny of on^ 
precedent,, that might have induced some little relaxaticin of their 
inordinate zeal. .They hare not dieooTered tbat the act - they 
' have marked with every species of obloquy, of which language ia 
capable, is ui act tiiat has been again and again apprOTed of. It 
ii ^on within the admitted principle of successive parliamcnte. 
Sutthe memlwr? who sat in (he last parliament hare not forgot 
that, wheh a Unm qf four milUons and a half was prnposed to bfl 
granted to the ^nperor, the intention of granting that loan was 
Icnoirn as early as February 179i. A niessa^ had been receiTc4 
from his Majesty, stating that a nogociation was pending with 
the emperor to maintain 300,000 men. The loan to be granted 
when (he negociation succeeded, and when it failed, to be men- 
tioned. S*>qq after (he answer to this message was communi- 
cated tQ the (hrnne, a motion was made for an acoount of 
i50.,0Q0l. adraiiced to tb« emperor in May, I7S5; and again ^ 
similar motion was made- for an account of 30D,00(jZ. also adi 
lanced to the emperor in the month of May following. With 
r^pect to these sums, it was agreed by the boose before the loan 
was debated, that they might he afterwards made good oitt of 
the loai). This, Sit, I have stated to ^hew th^t the memher* 
who tat iq tl^c last parliamcut cannot be altogether ignorant of 
(be principles of the constitutioif. ^fter the uegociation was 
cpnctu4e0, the loan vufi debated ; the house w^ divided, but 
no objection was made to tl^esc atlvanocs. On the subject of 
the Prince of Conde's army hc'nig supplied \fUh money by thi< 
country, I can only say, that whatever, sums tha^ army has as 
yet recciied haye been pwd, on account 9f serTices rendered, as 
forming a part of the Austrian farces. The circumstan^^ of « 
part of the 1,200,000'- stated as being sent to the emperor, 
being afterwards received in this country in part payment of the 
interest due gn the sepond Austrian loan, i^ also easily accounted 
for, these payments, on accontjt of being ii^ their nature, tb^ 



,(.:=.:!.« Google 



1796.] fARLIAMENTART SPfiECttES. Sir 

lame, as if ihe emperor, instead of being so acijinntiiodating to 
himself as to pay tiie snoaeji by his agent, on the spot; had or- 
dered it to be sent to Vienna, and transmitted by the same post 
to this court. 

I may now, Sirj I think be pemiitted to ask on whit principle 
of justice a criminal chaise can be broaght agwnst me for merely 
faaTing followed the tmifomi tenor of precedent, and (ha estab- 
lished line of practice? By what interpretatioii of a candid and 
liberal mind can I be judged guilty of an atteiBpt, wantonr^to 
tiolafe (he conEtitution i I appeal to the right honourable gen^ ' 
tleman himstilf, irho Is not the last to contend for the Jqlicacy 
which ought to be used in impofing criminal motives to any 
individua), and to urge in the strongest terms the attention 
which ought to be shewn to the candid and impartial adminis. 
(ration of justice. In what country do we liTd ? and by what 
principles are we to be tried f By the maxims of natural jusfice 
. and constitutional law, or by what new code of some reTo1u« 
tionary tribunal E Not longer than a year aafi a half since, the 
lame principle was adopted, and suffered to pass without any 
animadversion ; ai^d now, at a crisis of ten-fold importance, and 
ffhere the measure has not oatcua the exercise of a souhd dis. 
cretion, it is made the fonndation of a criminal charge. We' 
are accused with a direct and wanton attack upon the constitu^ 
lion. ■ It is not supposed that we have been actuated by any but 
the blackest and most malignant molives. We are not allowed 
the credit of having felt any zeal for the interest of dtir country, 
nor of tho.ie advantages which the measure has produced to the 



I have now weighed the whole merits of (he transaction befone 
tbe honsc, and with (hem I am well content to Icarc (he deci. 
i^'ion. While we cl^m afair c6n3(rnc(ion oti the principles and 
intentions which have guided our conduct, if it shall appear that 
it has in the smallest instance deviated from any constiCndonal 
principle, wo must submit to the consequence, whato<'er,be tbe 
Ceasure or the punishment. It is onr duty, according to the 
b«it 0^ OUT judgment, to consulffor the interest of tbe'couDtr)'; 
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[( is jOja ncrti and peculiar traet to preserve mviolattf tiie priiu 
cipltis of the conatitutioB. I throw myself upon youw jtistics, 
prepared in cverj cau to submit to jroor decision ; bnt with 
considerable conlidence, that I shall experieoce your approba* 
tion. If I sbouM be dtRappointed, I will not say that the disap- 
poiotnent wUl «ot be h^rj, aad the mortification severe ; at 
may rate however it will to me be natter of consolation, that I 
^ve not, frosi my ap^Mkeasion of per&oaal consequences, 
Begiected to pvnne that line of conduct which I conceiTe to be 
owential to the nteiests of the Gauntry tad of Europe. But 
while 1 bow with the most perfect subm^aJon, to the d^mU 
natkia of the house, I cvinot but remark on the extraordinary 
langwige which faaa been ued on (hta queition. Ministers have 
been hroadly 'accuaed with a wanton and a malignant dedre ts 
'vtoli^e the oonstitntioa : it has been atatod'that no other motive 
eould possibly haTe actuated their conduct. If a charge of suck 
malignant intention had been brou^t agunat men, who hare 
■flriBed the present war to be neither just nor necessary, and 
whe oa that ground canaot he supposed friendly to its success ; . 
who have extolled, nay, even exulted Jo the prodigies of Frenck 
valonr; who have gloried in the saccesies 9f the foes of dril 
liberty, the hostile disturbers of the peace of Kurope, men who 
filas)iheiHously denied the existence of the Deity, and who had 
rejected and trampled on every law, moral and divine; who 
]^T« exclaimed agunstthe injustice of bringing to trral persons^ 
who had associated to overawe Iha legislature; those whogravely' 
and vehemently asserted, th^t It was a question .of prudence, 
rather Aaa a question of morality, whether an act of the l^is. 
l^turc should be resisted ; those who were anxious ta eX' 
pose and aggravate every defect of Uie constitution ; to repro* 
bate every measure adopted for its preserTation, and to obstruct 
■very proceeding of tbe cseciKive government to oDSare Ota 
(Qccess of the icantest in which we are engaged in oommon with 
«nr aMks ; I sf^, if such a. cb^ge of deliberate ^d deep-rooted 
malignity were brought agunst persons of this JcscriptioD, I 
•b«nU QODCCiTe that even then the rules of candid and charitaUe 
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iDterpretetion would induce lu to hesitate in adinUting its itMty ; 
much more wfara it Is brougbt sgsiiut iadiTidwdi, wkow Gim> 
duct, I trust, has exhibited the rererse of the picture I hnTO 
aow drawn. I appeal to the justice of the house, I rely on 
their candour ; but, to gcatlcmea who can suppose ministers ca> 
jiaMe of ^OEC motiTefi which luve been imputed to them on this 
ooc^on, it must he etident that I cu de^re to make no such 
appeal. 

Aa smttiilmect ma iftcrwud* mowd hf Mr. Sngge, to leave out fiola 
the fine word " thtt,'' end u> imert, ■< the meanire of advandng the icTeral 
' Mtm of moDej, wLkh appcw, &om the xccduiUi pretented to tke Houw 
ia tIu»-aeraiQii of paKuueot, to have been iniied for the serrice of the Eib- 
pcror, tbongh noe to he drawn iMo {ireeedcnt, liot apon occasioni of tpecUl 
nteeiiUy, was, nader the peculiar eiicuiiuUiice* of the uuc, a justiSaUc uid 
prgpcr «icrcifle of tlte diaeretiaD vested in his M^estf'a mi&ten bx the 
vote of credit lod c>lmlat«d to jvoduce coBK^nences, which have proved 
tiighly advantigemu to the common cam* and to the general intereiti of Eu- 
rope:" which upon a division wascarried; 



December 30, 1796. 

Ur. Pitt moved theerder of the day for (skills into eooiideration hiaM*. 
}c«tf 'a musage, respecting the bilure of the negociation for peace that bad 
heea carrying on with the French government. 
" (iEORGE R, 

" It if with the utmost concern that hit Majesty acquaints the flouse of 
Commons, that tui earnest endeavoura to effect the, restoration of peace 
hiTC been iinhappity frustrated, and that the negociation, in which he 
Was cngl^edi bai been abruptly brokw oET by the peremptory refusal of 
Ae Trencb govemmeiit to treat, except upon a faada evidently inidmisiibk;, 
and by their having in conseqaeoce required hii Majnty's Pleoipotentiarf 
Wquit Paris within 48 hours. 

" Hi* Majetty has directed the several memoritds and fiptn triiich have 

Wen excbfi^ed ia the course of the late discnsntm, and the accouitt 

IratUmhted to his Majesty of its final result, to be hid before the House. 

•' From tbeat pipen his Majesty tn^tt, k will be proved to the whale 
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World tblt hil Mmducc has bim guided by ■ lincci^ dedre to effea tb» 
mstontioil of pciq: on prindlplu suited to the relative situatioQ of iht 
belligctCDt pomrs, md essential lor the pemunent interests of this kJug* 
.dpin, and the general security of Europe r wliilm his enemies have ad- 
vanced prctensioni at once inconsistent nilh those objects, unsupported 
even on iKe ^rovtiii on which they were prdfessed to test, and repug- 
nant bath td the system established by repeated treaties, and to the prilidpln 
. aiid practice which hlTc hitheRo ' regulated the imercouisc of indcff^ndtDt 
nations. 

" In this situation) his Majesty has the consolation of reflec^ng, that 
the continuance of ttie calamines of war can be iinpijled 6nly to the un- 
just and ciorbitMit mews of his enemies; and his Maje5ly, lookilig for- 
ward with anxiety to the moihent when they may he disposed to act on 
different principles, places in the tnean time the fullest reliance, under the 
|>roteetlon uf Providence, on the wisdom and CrmncM of his parliament, 
on the tried Valour of h!s forces by sea and land, and on (he zeal, poblk 
spirit, and resources of bis kingdotns, &r vigorous and effectual support la 
the prosecution of a contest, which it does not depend on hit Majesty to 
terminate, and which involves in it the security and per^ianent interestt of 
thi) country, and of Europe, G. R." 

The message being read from the chair, Mr. Pitt addrcHcd the House ta 
the following effect i 

I am perfL'ClIy aware, Sir, in rising upon the present occasiod, 
that the motion which I shall have the honour to propose 
to the house, iu consequence pf his Majestji's most gra- 
cious messagej and founded upon the papers with wbicli it 
was accompanied, involves many great and important GOii<i 
Eideralions. Whatever dlNVrence of opinion may be cntertuDi 
ed upon some of the topics which thej- contain, I am sure 
there will exist only one' sentiment with regard to tlie cieat whirh 
they annouDcCi We must all concur in that deep and poignant 
regret which is naturally eseited by the inrormation that the nc- 
gociatiun, in which his Majesty was engaged, is abruptly broken 
off; a D^ociation by Which we Toiidly wiahe^ and perhaps might 
have san^niiiely hopedj that iipon (erms of peace, which it would 
liave been wise and prudent, and honourable in this country to 
luve oabraoed, we should at length have been enabled to have 
retired fiem a contest undertaken in compiiance with tlie faith of 
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treafitt and for the defence of oar rflies ; MBdeitakea to repel 
the daring, unprincipted, and unprovoked aggreasioa of the 
enemy; undertaken for the maintenance of our own indepen-- 
denco and the support of our own rights ; undertaken for tli« 
pwacrrfttion of our constitntion and laws, and in obedioice to ' 
those prtBciptos of poUcj by' which the conduct of England liU 
' aolong and sogloriously been directed ; undertaken frotn anunioa 
of all these causes and a combination of all theae motivei) to a 
degree for which the annals of the world present no parallel. 
From the documents of which the louse are now in possesdon^ 
and frwn the proceedings of which they are now enabled to 
judfe, I trast it will appear, that if it was thought neeeasary to 
embarh. in the aontcst upon such uigesit grounds and such pow< 
etful considerations, his Majesty's ministers hare evinced apenie- 
lerance equal!}' sincere in thdr endeavours to restore peace to 
Europe upon fair, just, and hoiiourable grounds, In spite of the 
discouragements under which they labouredj and the difficulties 
with which they had to eneoQQtcr. To whatever cause, hotrever,, 
t^ f^ure of the negociatlon is to be ascribed, it must be matter 
of regret to all, and to none more Qian to myself. Whatever 
subject of phonal anilety I may have had, in addition to As 
common feelings of humanity and for the general happiness of 
taankind, my sentiments are only those of disappointmenL But I 
hftve the satisfaction of knowing that this feeling of disappoint- 
ment is uliaccompanicd with any reSection, unmlngled with re- 
gret, unembiltercd with despondency, as it must be evident to. 
tiie world, that the event which we deplore can be attributed on- 
\f to the pride, the ambition, the obstinacy, and the arrogant 
pretcnsiqQs of the enemy. I feci this consolation anoeied to 
l^e task which we have now to perfono, that we can come for* 
ward, n«t unaware of tbo difiiculty, yet not dismayed by tha 
prospect^ prepared to review the situatiaaia which we are placed 
to ask what are the causes from which the fa^ure of the ne. 
godation proceeded, what opinion it authorizes a»to form, what 
conduct it requires us to pursue, what duty it imposes opon ui to 
(&charg(^ and wb^ eSurts we are called upon to exett la our 
VOL. u- » . 
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oWn defenOef and what suppdrt and' sssistanee' polity dcmuidr 
that wl! sbonMftAit'ttroiiriAles Eortbe Tigoroin Hnil eiectu^ 
}jn>socatloi] of a ocmtust iw wbidi ve are compdled' to pe*^' 

'As t6 tic next pt^it which I ght^l li*»e to comhWi I -eaniiDr 
ekfltct e^ol (Riidabitty ; not, kionsTeP, thM it itf nneli more- 
cbint)H«Mcd, dlthoiighuMloubtedfj'tWt soK)f-eri(tein. lalhrde' 
4{> tHcfdlvre bf'tlte ntgd (nation, ki point of tenn, and nhiclr 
T^den » cOnfhiiianccr of die w&r oecemary ; but bare wd not 
tM'tion^l^SB that thb aggicsaioiv hai nhtrormfy been on tbc 
efiTc or^en'emjf, and that nothing has been wantii% on tW 
lAttt nf tlkfr toantty to restOM pe^o, on the grouifdi ov which- 
pisee done would bc'^mirablc? WIidh weWisbfor pfpofe,. we 
Wislit fo^ a secure and' permanent peace, and tlte- sectfrft and*' 
I^et-mannft posse^icxk of those blessings with whi(^ peace is ax^ 
cwriptcAied^ 
~ if, In' that necessity to ^bidi \te arc ndw snbjeOte^ at jnr^ 
niA^4r!A Tigourtlie war 'fn which we are ci>gag#il; we can look-' 
fot coiudlati&n, amid the racrifrres with wiiidi itwIH be attenoeAfi 
t%'ffie original ^g^essiort Of (he enemy by which it Was «cea» 
sionedj- to' (he consideration; that nft endcaronr has been" owSttti' 
i^Hidt em eriiice Anf earnest and sltttcre'desh'e lyf peMc, aBd> 
ASt tWscntimlent stilt- pFedominates to pntan end to Aeoante*^ 
trpori those principles whicHatbiie can render th^t orent.desit^ 
;fble; which can scetitc a peace, safeyhononraWnjiliidperOianeBrf^ 
it-hich can rcWo^ those Mcssuigs' which itis e^culsted to pro- 
duce, and those advantages for which it ia worthy to^ba disced ^ 
-^iT we have adhered to these con»id«atioBS, we' hare done* 
e^ery thing which it was in our power to perform. Wo maj( 
I&in6ntth^ failure of bis MlijcAy's exertions vpbn'^ii occasion^- 
tut at least Ao hate not to n^ct that StCf have been wdot)/ 
ftlthoatadfanlage. They most prore to which-party An pn^ 
IbngdfiMi'of the warls to be imputed ; they will tend at'oitce M" 
unite England and to- di^c France ; they wilt animkte ovir eftJ> 
iatvouTs with new energy and new confidence, while they inw* 
fiavelhe'eftct to-enfiKt^ iind to cmbattus the opertUhKU-of the 
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mtrnf. The qnestloa is notmerelj how far his Majesty's mi- 
uiitcrs oifd {hose to whgse prot'ince.it h cdtnmitted to judge of 
the terms upon' which peace ought to be concluilcdj and what 
offers are to be p'roposodj (a duty always attended with difficulty^^ 
but in the present circuinstaiices peculiarly embarrassed and un- 
nsoally critital) Acted pfoperJy la the conditions npon which 
they were willing to treat : but after the propositions which werd 
aia^e had been rejected; w hen j instead of ydiin, terms utterly 
ipadmisuljle and glaringly extraragaiit Were sutasliiuted ; wlieii) 
to a peremptory rejection was added the refusal of alt farther As- 
'Cussion; when the negociation was i^bruptly broken off, and lii3 
Majesty's, ambassador was sent away ; when all this is accompa- 
nied with a ptoCeedihg stiU more insulting than the origihat 
dismissal, when, a condtUon is reserred, nhi£h is Bot cTed thd 
semblaaceT ^n^ which stands undisguised «s the most glaring 
mockery of a^ociatiod, it reonains for the bouse to judgewhe* 
thei any thing has been wanting npon the part of ministers, whe- 
ther any thing more is required to. display the sentiments and 
ihe views of the anemy. It relaaitts to be Seen whether Aerd 
are »nj gedtlemen in thl% house, who, as friends to peace, as 
friends to th«r country j who, consistent with the principles of 
Btatesmea, or the feelings of patriots, can discover any alter- 
VatiTB ia the ultimata liac of conduct to be pnrsned. From thd 
iBaaaer in Whjch what I faave iiow sidd has been received, I 
hope it.n^ dot be incutiib«tt upon mo to dAell more particu- 
larly upon tlds' topic, before I advert to others vrbicli comti 
previously to tie considered. 

The ti|ro leading p<Hntt which arise from the tiews connected 
with the.suhject ia discussion, are, the sentiment which it is 
pi9per to express upon the steps to be taken by his Majesty for 
the puipoSe of abtai&Uig p^cc, and then, combining the o^ri 
txAde with the rejection of the enemy, and the circumstances 
with which it was accompanied, what sentiment parliament and 
dm RVtipn ought to entertain, with regard to the condnet neces- 
lary to be adopted for our own security, for maintaining the 
9^1(86 of our allies, and protecting the independence of Eorope. 
■ a2 ■ " 
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, After the coram uQ I cations which' have already been made of the 
former steps takca by (his country, and on the part of the- 
emperor, for the purpose of bTinsing the conlesf to a tcrmino- 
6on, it woUlJ be nimecessary to divetl upon the paitieulars of 
these transactions. I would b(;g Icaie, JioweVer, to remind the 
bouse, that, in March 1796, offers nere made to (he French 
governrocut, by hU Majesty's en»oy at Baste, Mr, Wickbam, to 
treat for X general peace, in a manner which of a)I others had 
been most usual in a compficafed war, a mo<de sanctiancd by 
XDEtom and justified by cipericncp, which had been eomiUonly 
found successful in attaining the objects for which it wasinteaded; 
yet this proposal met with a refusal^ and was affected to be 
rccdved as a mark of ins ill eerily. 'U'e find the enemy ad raocing; 
n principle, to which I shall afterwards more particularly advert ; 
to manifestly unjust, and so nndeniably absurd, (bat wbatever 
difference of opinion subsisted upon other points, fliere was iio> 
tnan liring had the temerity to support if. The question npon 
' the former discussions to which this transaction gaTC rise, was, 
whether the principle to which I allude was fi^rly Imputed. In 
the answer to Mr. 'VVicli ham's notcj when we found thegoTcrn. 
tnent of France advancing a law of herownintcmal^constitniion, 
to cancel the obligation of treaties, and to annul the pnblic 
law of Europe,- (he only doubt was, whether it was fair and 
candid, npon such a foundation, to ascribe In the'dircctorj 
the reality of such a pretension. The principle itself I am sure 
can never be successfully defended upon any law of na(ions Or 
any argumen( of reason. The emperor too. in spite of tha 
refueal wttli which the application of thb country had bc«n . 
received ; in spite of the discouragement which a new Uttcmpt 
pr«8entcd; did, at the opening of the campaign, renew the 
offera for ncgociatiug a general- peace upon the principles npoB 
which the proposition of this conntry hadbcen founded. In 
the course of this eventful year, so chequered with -remarkablft 
Ticissitudes, before the successes of the enemy, which nnfortn- 
oafely g« rapidly followed the breaking of the armittide, and 
befors the glorious tide of tictory by whith the latter period ©f 
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the campaign had bc«n distinguished, many insUnces occurred 
for the application of their principle. The pTopnsitiao of the 
emperor, howerer, was received nearly in (he same manoet 
nlCh our own ; andeven the ansiver which it produced was con> 
ceived in, &e same tone, anil conveyed the some unfonnded 
imputation, excepting that there were some topics with regard 
to points of etiquette aud differences about form, which, upon 
the application of this country, had not bced observed till they 
were renewed upon the perusal of reports of certain pi^ceedlngs 
in this house, whether faithfally detailed or not I will not in< 
qnire. The answer which the ei^pcror reodred was, that he 
might send a plenipotentiary to Paris to treat for a peace, con. 
ristent with &e law; and constitution of th^ republic. Not- 
withstanding the discouragement which the repeated experience 
of form^ disappointments, was ealculated to produce, his M^ 
jesty, retuning that desire of potting a period to hostilities by 
which he was nniformly animated, felt some hope from the 
distress to which France was reduced, and from the embarrass- 
meats under which slie laboured, th^t a renewed proposal would 
be welcom^ with a more friendly reception. Tq shew that t|ie 
inreterale disposition which the enemy had manifested did not 
disconrage bis Majesty from {^ving another chance of success 
to his ardent wishes, without having witnessed any indication 
upon thdr part of sentiments more pacific or more conciliatory, 
without their having discovered any retraction of the principles 
which had been advanced in reply to h^s first proposal, his Ma. 
jesty determined to try the esperimmt of 4 new attempt of 
pegociation, to the circumstancea of which I shall ag^a recur. 

Upon many occasions during the urgent con^st it had been 
discussed, whether it was politic for this country to appeal to 
negociation in whatever circuntstancfa the enemy were placeJ. 
Gentlemen on the other side were accustomed to press the argu* ~ 
meat, that in no Situation could negociation be humiliating. If asia- 
Ceredesireof peace, it was said, docs exist, there axe mode^qfqi- 
certuning the dispositions of the enemy, of nu^^ing your wishei - 
^nowif, aqd ma^ng advances to th^ att«ninent of the object' 
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without inTolvingtiiy question of cliquctle or provoking any dis. 
CDSsion of forms. — Of all the nodes then recommcniled, that 
of sppUc^lion through the mediam of a neutral minister was the 
most approved. After the reception whiph the successive pro. 
pos^s of this country, and of the emperor, received at Basic, the 
node of application by a neutral power, by that very power »hich 
bad been again an/l again cited as an instance of thegood faith of 
the French government, and thur respect for independent stales, 
w)s at length adopted, and the Danbh minister was pitched 
upon for this purpose. In this jiroceedlng it was not the object 
to announce on what terms this country was willing to conclude 
a peace, not to avoid any objecdons of etiquette, uot to evad^ 
any discussion of preliminary formalities, but merely to. ascertain 
the point, whether the directory would grant, pass poets to a con- 
fidential person whom his Majesty was willing to send to Fari$. - 
fhe application was accordingly made by the Danish resident, 
and, after an interval of some days' delay, this step was allowed 
to pass in silence; to a written apjili cation no answer was re- 
turned, and at last a verbal notification was given, that the 
directory could not listen to any indirect application through 
the medium of neutral powers, and that a plenipotentiary might 
proceed to the frontier;, and ther« wait for the necessary ■ 
passports, 

I would now ask the bqlise to judge, if it had really been the 
wish of his Majesty's ministers to avail themselves of the plaust. 
'blegrounds for proceeding ijo farther, which'werc then p^escntcdj 
which contd so caisily be justified by a reference to the conduct 
of the French government, and Jiy the dispositions by which 
experience' had proved them to be guided, would they have been 
Tcry eager again to try the issue of new attempts? But even tct 
"this they submitted, and by q flag of truce sent to the governoc 
'of Calais, directly demanded the necessary passports. — The di- 
"rectory, now'feding the eagemtss wilhwhich this country put- 
- sued the desire of terminating the contest by negociation, and, 
foreseeing the odj'^:i> with whiph the refusal would bie' attended, 
vete compelled, I repeat, vrcre compelled, to grant the p^s^ 
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ports, Md thas to xffbrd to faisMajnty thfc o^fiSfHidff Af r{)i«. 
seating the outline of the termaupon whitdi 'i>e««e might be'i*. 
stored; Und^ circnnntaacea lib theie,.vith the experieiiee'Sf 
MB uniform tenor of cenduet which testis the yeiy t^6m it 
anjr dispositioa to « cardial co-op^&tioB for >be reH^tdWiA- 
nent of peace, thereirasli<fi3 hope tbtttbt! French goveniiBeiit 
vould keep pace irlth the offers pr«poseS l^<fti8 caimtry, -attd 
it was forcsDen dtaf it ToaM rest with faia MajdHtf, After <tkaH- 
lating their rclaclani progress throngh ever^ part of the <li8eM- 
rion, to encounter the further difficntty of pro[JOstng ipoolfic 
tenas. In this embarrassing situafion the finrt thing to-bedanew^ 
to endeavour to estalilish what Is at once eonrarmable to teuBom, 
eanctiotied by usage, snd agreeable to KDirersal practice linta 
negodatioB vat first rcduceS to 2 system; I meaa same basis 
upon whieh the ncgociatioB was to be foadded. How usual stioli 
''fli^iractice had been, it woald be nnoeenssaT^ leargae ; how lau 
sonabie, it woald be iiopoasitale to dispute ; -as it must be erMeat 
that sach a mode of proceeding sast conduce to abridge- the A». 
lay wiCb which a discnssioa ef this kind is apt to be idt^tfded> 40 
tfibrdaclae to that labyrinth of complicated intoreiU-ttiatareto 
be considered, and to snpply some rule of stating muhal prbpo> 
eitioQS. It wonld be equally unnecessary, as tiiis 'mode was lo 
beadopted in a negociation ' where we, for onrselves dtbsMly, 
bad so little to aA, and for oar allies so mach, and inhere the 

-^tcrcsU of Enrope demanded such important claims ; Irherii we 

-btd to treat ^ith a country which bad advanced prineiihles that 
'destroyed ril-former establishmeaU ; that canceled all receif^ 

-laws and existing treaties ; that overthrew all eiperiencc pf past . 
proceeding. This basis then was to be a basie of compensatioii, 

: not of ambitioa or aggrandizement, bat fiiat compensation whitb 
was doe for tbe concjuests achieved by the valour and perseve- 
rance of our forces froin the acquiritibns gained by the enem)' ; 
Hbasls than this I am confident more equitable, or more just, 
better calenlated to secure the interests of our allies, to m^taia 
the independcnc^of' Europe, or more honourable to this GottntTy, 

Herer w^ proposed, liat vihctl^r this b^^s be rei^onable or 
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not, is not now so much (he laqwf, as saothet proof of the 
Tiewi of the enemy is disclosed, and 4 fresh tustance of the ia- 
Teterat? disposition of the French gOTerament isdUpi^yed. Be- 
fore any explicit answer to the busis proposed uu returned ; 

.^Aea it was understood that it was to be rejected, Lord Malmes. 
bnry is required, within twenfy-foni hours, to present his v/finia-' 
turn. It appears, howerer, from the able manner ir^ which Lord 

.Mafanesbnry condactcd himself upon thb demandj that tliis de. 

. mand was t^ot insisted upon, and to liis esplaDatioa, they rcpJic^I 
Qnif byao evasiTe answer, which announced their refusal of tl^ 
basis proposed, and intimated the extraragint pretensions the^ 
were dwirons to snlistitute. 1 will now put tu fhe recollection 

' of the house the public discussions, to which the subject of tlie 
basis of n^oci^tion presenfeti to the French gOTitrnment gave 
rise. I will not say thatthe public was unanimous, nor will I 
pretend to decide in what', proportions if was divided. Node, 
however, doubted that this basis would not be agreed to. In the 
public discnssion to which the plan was subjected (by this I do 
sot mean parliamentary discussions) and in thewritings which \t 
produced, particularly in tiic metropolis, the argument main- 
tained was, that the principle was unreasonable, aod ought not 
to hare bee;i offered. The directory, however, thought propcrto 
«COept wbat it w^ argued in th^ country ought ^o have been re- 
fused, and the principle of compensation wa^ adn^itted. 

Hating, I trust, shewn therefore, from the extorted confes. 
■iOn whieh arises out of every sb^em^t, that the basis of com- 
pmsation was act^pted, there follow the particular terms, as fv 
as they were the subject of negoci^tion. . It is a point well un- 
derstood that thp final terms to be considered as binding upon the 
partiei, never form a part o( the original proposition, What^ 
however, is the case here i When the first advances were m^de 
by this country, they were met by no corresponding oSeis by t^ 
directory, every difficulty that was started and, removed, prepar^ 
only new cavils; thedem^dsmadebyuswereaccompanied bif 
no disclosure of the terms to which they woujd accede. After jA 
^fel^ctant adioissroa of the baus, they bsisted upon a^ spea;§c. 
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ttatement of (he objeete of compcualloR. 'ETiukr ciniinuteDCc* 
tiraikr to thoM upon irlitch the negod»tioq wu bqi^n, tlw 
difScHltiu with irbicli it u attended. mnst be ofaTioaB, and th« 
common pnioUce has been, u far as possible, to diiide ikeatf to 
lender the statepont of teFms mutnal, to gife redprocallf , aql 
■tlbesame tiae, Uic explanatioas, tfic concessions, and the de. 
maods npon irhich ,each party b disposed to insist. The pro- 
priety of this is obiioiu. Widioat such a mode of proceeding it i< 
imposublo to know what ralue the one letsiipmi a {wticnlar coiu. 
ceasicm, or a particular acquisition, and upon what cotwUticoH 
this is to be abandoned, and how the other is to be compoualcd. 
This ditTicuIty obtains in all negociatioBt, more particalarif 
where donlits are entertained of the sincerily of the party with 
whom yon- liaie to deal, but most of all when no adrance, no reci* 
prooat offer is made. How difficult then must it have been Dn« 
der all the circumstances of this case to produce specilic termi 
vithany probability of success orad*antage. Yet the tame mo- 
lifes which had induced his Majesty on former occasions to snr- 
inuunt the obstacles presented by the enemy, inducefl him her* 
likewise to ntmoTo every pretence of caril. Plans were given in, 
t^ned by Lord Malmesbury, slnting likewise terms for the allic* 
of this country, la the outline, two things are to be k^tsepa* 
rate and distinct— the compensations demanded for our allies^ 
and those which were intended to protect the baUnce of Europe. 
{ need not argue again that a basis of compensation is reasoiu 
ablf; that I am entitled to assume as admitted: but to wt^t 
enormoui extent it was retracted, I am now to state. During^, 
that period ofadrcrse fortune whjcb bat siuce by the valour and 
glory of the galLint Imperial army so remarkably been retrinvcd, ' 
considerable possessions' belonging \o Austria and othe^. iU,te* 
were added to the acqaisitioos of the enemy. On the other haitd, 
the Eucces^ of our braye tr^Qps, retarded indeed in particular 
quarters by some untowitrd circumstances, though not obstructed, 
)ud added to our distant possessions, and extended, by colonial ' 
AcquisilioDs, (he sonrces of our commerce, our wealth, and our 
prosperity, to a d>%ree unparalldf4 9T^ >» ^^^ w^ti' of th^ 
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cwmUj. T^eeHng (fie presrore, wttitdi the war, m doufbt, gava 
M our 't^EttHipA'cc, bat fe«)hig too that It neithar afiectod (he 
dWttroes Of Wit oommerpe, hor WonW ultinlatety retard the foil 
tMcciOF'tiar prospcritj', I was cflnTinced (hat (he temporary era. 
barrasEinefrtew^ctt occurred, «ere]eMt)i«efiectdf areal digfresf, 
ttan-of an aci^idoital derangement arising from Onr inoreaaiDj 
(ilpital aad extended commerce. Iq lookiag ronad, j<m disco, 
vercd no sympfom of radical decay, ao prodf of consuming 
strength ; Bn<1 alfhoiigh I-ttarcbcen aecused ofadviincing aparBr 
ion, whHe I mainlaiDcd-tfais froposition, I am convinced that 
tJte emliaTrassinent stated as an evidence of decline, was a proof 
df tfte reaiit^ andthe wo^ifndcof our rcaources. I do not state 
fbesc (fircubiMaiTGcs, to gire any one an idea that I do not ar* 
dnitiy wjsh for peace, hut to ghew that wc are not yet arriTed 
at'fio dcplo>!^b1e a state of wretchedness and abasement, at to ba 
iompcfled'to malce any fnsecnre and diBhonoarable compromise. 
What, on-t^ other-band, was fht situation <fl theenemy 1 They 
at flrM iiidecd were mablcd to employ gigantio means of support, 
wWebfroifi their extraragant 'na(urc, were temporary, not per, ' 
DianeHf. They find also the additional espodicnt of disseminatifij 
Bcw, flnheard cff,- destructive principles ; these th^ poured forth 
ftMn ihc interior of France, into all 'the qitarters of Enrope, 
Inhere lio rampart conld be raised to oppose t^e dangerons, the 
fata) inundation. ' Although madness and fanaticism carried 
them thus far for a timo, yet no rational man will deBy,th»C 
those 'persons formeda fair and reaioDaUe eitn^utlMi, whq 

' thought that stieh resources could not be attended with either 
fliirafionor stability, I need hardly recur to thfe subject of 
French Onancc, though it has a rery, considerable effect indeed 

. tipon the qnestion. Ihareon tliis subject beeaaccnsed of bring, 
ing forwatd grouiidhws snrmiscs, of using fanciful reasoning, 
of stating daborate theories without authority. I hare eren been 
complimented on mydettferity at this sort of argiiment, for tfas 

"kind parposeofafternttrds concerting it into rtdicnle; butlshaH 
Hot now stop to confirm whatiQ'tfab respect I ha»e formeHj ■ 
asserted : I may sarelyf<faew^ferj wpjKMe tkat di(i-a4iius^<H^ -ef 
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the execative directory are true, particularly wTicn officially con, 
Teyed in the form of a message to one of (heir Councils'. Are we 
told by themselves, that the only pay of their troops arc the 
horrors of nakedness and famine ; that their state contractors, 
their judges, and all other public functionaries, receive uo part 
of their salaries ; that the roads arc impassable, that the pul)lic 
hospitals and general interests of charity are totally neglected ; 
that nothing, in sljort, remain9 in a state of organization hut 
, murder and assassination ? Is this a (rue picture drawn by theoii^ 
seiTes, and can. this be the time for Europe tq prostrate itself at 
the foot of France — suppliantly to bow the knee, an4 ignotui. 
niously to rcGciTe its law ! 

If these consideraliQns would not have -justiHed this country 
in refu^ug to treat unless upon the principle of restoring to tha 
emperor the territories of which he has (jcen stripped, at least it 
is sufficient reason to entitle us to refuse to the French republic , 
in themoment of debilitated power and exhausted resource, what 
we should haTc disdained to grmit to France in the proudest days 
of her prosperous and flourishing monarchy. It was reason 
tnough why we should not desert our allies, nor abandon our 
engagements, and why we should not agree to yield up to Franco 
for the pretence of prcrenting future wars, what for two cen. 
turies our ancestors thought it wise to contend to prevent the 
French from obtaining possession of; and why, after the recorded 
weakness of the republic, wc ought not to resign without a strug. 
gle, what the power and (he rjclics of France in other times could 
never extort? What then were we to attain by the conquests wa 
had achieved ? Fo.r ourselres, we had nothing to a^k ; we de- 
manded the return of no ancient possessions : wc sued not for U< 
berty to maintain -our Independence, to reject the fraternal em- 
brace, and preTent the organization af treason. These do not rest 
upon the permission of the enemy ; 'they depend upon the yalouc, 
the intrepitjity, and the pafripliSm of the people of this country. 
Wc desired, Sir,, only to preserve qur good fiiith inviolate, and , 
were reaJy to sacrifice aj! our own advantages, to obtsun what 
Kc could not honourably give away without the con^c^t of the 
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empetor. Could wc possibly ask less at (he.outset of a negoci. 
ation i I touch, no doubt, upon & deltcat« subject, but I ask, 
could we even hare demanded the consent of the emperor to ask 
less ? Whatever might h%TC been tbe disposition of the cmiiiiror 
to peace, would he ha»e been content to agree tq inferior tenns, 
irhen the campaigOi was not yet closed — when the enemy were 
yet struck with the effects of the brilljaot and glorious success 
with which the Imperial arms hare lately been attended on tjic 
tide of the Rhine, when the exertions in It^y might have been 
expected to commtinicate to (be affurs of A.astria in that quarter, 
. themnc tide of victory by which the frontiers of Germany were 
distinguished ? Could we have asked less, consistently with the 
good faith we owe to that ally, to whose exertions and (o .whose 
Tictorics we have been so much i^idebtcd ; that, ally to whom we 
ire Eo closely bound by congenial feelings, wilh whom we par- 
ticipate in the glory of adiersity relrieTcd, and of prosperity 
restored ? In doing this, I am conGdent tht: house will agree in 
thinking that we do not do (oo much. 

Dy the IcrmG proposed, all the territory between the Rhine and 
the Moselle was to be ceded by France, subject to future modi- 
fication. '^Vhcn the French conquests in Italy (vere stated as 
objects of restitution, it was not front that to be inferred that 
Savoy and Nice were iocluded, for in no geographical view could 
they be considered as component parts of that country. All the 
propositions underwent discussion between the plenipotentiary . 
of his Majesty, and the French minister; only the British mi- 
nister informed the mlolstcr uf France, that as to the Nether- 
lands, his Majesty could, on no account, retract fny part of hl$ 
propositions, but that every thing else should be subject to modi- 
fication. These offers. Sir, I maintain to hare been extremely 
liberal'in their principle, and more so, when we consider th( 
application of it. We carriod the principle of compensation to 
the fullest extent, when vyc offered to give up all t^at we' bad 
taken, reserving one subject only for cousideration, which ^• 
pcnded on a treaty, and which J shall presently mention; and 
yiC asked no more than w|iat, by. the strictest des of jostice an^ . 
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honour, we were bound to demand. Let me appeal to every ons 
present if this conduct wu not f^r, Just, and reaiODable; if it 
did not bespealc sincere intentions and an nnxiont wish on the 
part of liis MaJMty to procure peaiie, coasistentlfwith good faith 
and security to himself and his allies, and if it was not entitled 
to a candid reception from the enemy f As to the Talue of the 
French possessions which we pfTered to give np, it must be con- 
fessed that the same erils with which France has been afflicted 
hare been extend^ lo the colonial possessions ; they have nn- 
. donbledly been mnch depreciated, much intporerished; butafter 
_ all, they are of infinite importance to t)ie commerce and marine 
of France. The valuable post of St. Domingo ; the military and ^ 
commerciid advantage* of Martinique; the peculiarly faronnble 
military situation of St.Luda ; the importance of Tobago to this 
conntry; when we combine these, and place them in an noited 
point of view, we have some reason te doubt whether there wai 
not some degree of boldness on the part of his Majesty's minister! 
to make such overtures; we have some reason to suspect the 
-wisdom of (he measure, rather than to cavil at (he ioiufficiencf 
of tits offer. I 

I come now more particularly to mention what relates to Ae ' 
Spanish part of St. Domingo, in the late ncgociation. By a 
former treaty with Spain, made at the peace of Utrecht, in the 
year 1713, Spain engages not to alienate any of her possessions 
in America and (he West Indies, without the consent of Grovt 
Britain, Have we not then a right to take advantage of thfi 
circumstance, on the present occasion, and to hold out our con- 
sent to this alienation, as a part of the compensation offered oo 
the part of this country ? In what consists the right of the Frcndi 
to the Spanish parts of St. Domingo ? Is it the Hght of possession? 
No ! they never yet have been in possession. Is it then merely 
the right of title ? No! for their title is derived from the alien. 
atioD of the Spaniards, whoWl no right to transfer it withont 
thfl consent of this country/ But it may be said that this treaty 
ii old and obsolete. On the contrary, having been kept Sacred 
up to the y«u 17^, it has gaioed strength by a long prescript ion;' 
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txsida it. lias been recoj^iied Knd confirmed at the end of ererf 
#ar since that tvne^ and particularly so in the defioitwe tieaif 
of I7S3. It may be objected, hotrerer, and has iadred beeA 
. urged on this occasion, tha^ England herself has TioUted thia 
treaty in the transKCtion of PensacalA and Florida; but tliis «z- 
gnnlent. dopendfi upon ml obTioui fallacy. The a^eement with 
respect to the Spanish damuiion»in America and tJie West Indie* 
iras nade between this country and Spua. Now, alibougjh tba 
two parties to the dgceement may, by consent at pteasnre^ mo- 
dify their rtspeeliTe intereati, it does dot follow that either party. 
ciBf witUdbt the consent, aiid to the disadT^ta^ of tlie other^ 
kitioduce the interests of tJiird parties; Upon eVery yiew of that 
subject, t^tsky I ask if we have not a fair ami reasonable right Ui, 
arail ouiselfes of tlie adT.anta£e« atiiin^ to a( from the treaty of 
Ut«cht? 

Sir, I think, that from Hie greai etteat oE the snbjectj.it iriU 
be unrteceiBary forme to trouble the liouao viUi any farther sb- 
AerTatioQ on Hiat part of it ; but I must request tlie attention «f 
the house to the nature of the fem» propoiod with respect ta 
tlie meditated peace between this country and her allies; and firsf 
with fespeat to Holland, a country which, allbongli now Iwstile 
to us, I cannot help consideriitg as hating, at the- commeacemcD^ 
of the present war, been aonccmed in alliance with us ia car-i 
tying it on, and conoectedtn our interest by every tie of intMBol 
yolicy— a country which is now only opposed to us in cpnie- 
quenee of the restraint imposed by the otecbcarit^ arms' of 
France. Howerer, Sir, mitttithsfanding Holland was our aUy, 
and an ^Uy, whote pro^tion against the comautn enemy w^ <Hie 
of the ean&esof our entering into the wat; yet, as cifcumslanceif 
baye occurred, which hav^ compslled Holland to* become tbfi 
enemy of this cenntry, I must, of necessity^ tsoat heraSsitdi] 
I mnst contider'her in the relation, in' which she stan^ with 
WspBCt to France, though at th? smns time I cannot br^g myself 
t^foq^tshflwas formerly an ally, wlioBefrieiidBbipwu attended 
Vith reciprocal advantages to herself and tothiseonnfry, }ant 
■alisfied, if it were possible to r^pl«ee Hgitiiad is tbc «(u»tii>9 
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id whicb Bbe fonnerty Btood, and reatore-ber legilimate gororn^ 
Aent, not nomimtly, but pennaneDlly and eScctiially, Oat Such 
«. restoriitioB wobld midoubtedly redoand to the adraAtage of tbi^ 
oouRtry. But as it H perhaps a qncstion of too [emote Contin- ^ 
Hercy to consader the a^Tantage wbich ve should at^^ra bj 
tibe rrtforaition of Holland to her former system, snph an- cTent, 
either nommdly or really, being exixemdy unlikely under tha 
^tescnt o&pect of thifigB, I shall therefore i^efrain from arguing 
Ike piKot. Now, Sip, as to the conduct pursued on the put u( 
this conntry, vilh regard to her connexions with other powcnj 
and supposing for the p^esMit that Holland may fbr a, tinq 
Kemaitt subject to France, I may be allowed to aSaert that the 
terms proposed by this country,, on behalf of her allies, wenq 
such as could otAy bedicrated by a prmcipio of moderaUon, of 
dMnteieRtedness, and earnest desire for pcKs. This coufltrjc 
having nolbiflg to ask for bevselff was induced to surrender t 
coauderabte put, n^, almost the W'holg of her acquisitions* , 
for the pappose of indacuig the French to gWo up to j>iir alUes 
tbat territory die has wrested froti them. 

The cantinenfaJ patsesuens ifhich France had aCqmred fVom 
Holland, might perbat>s be subjects of discussion in what manner 
tbey wen) best to-be arranged at once for the interast of Holland, 
«ad of th* allief. But theae and the conquest made t^ this 
cbnutry mast be considered, in the, view of 'restitution, a> 
merely an addilioa to the French power. We onght to consider 
that those possessions^ wkh regard towbich no relaliou was to 
&9 adnittod, were to be retained, in order that they mi^ht not 
tecome scqvisltions tn the French government. In refusing to 
yidd tbem up, we oaly reAise to put into the hands of tbccn^y 
Aeraeans of carrying into effect the deep laid schemes of ambitioH 
they ban long thensbed, and the pko they hare conceired of 
dndarmining our IndiaD empire, and destroying onr Indian comr. 
ttercej hf cad'mg oat of. our own haadt, what ntay be deemed, 
Ae bslwa^ of the wealth of this coantry, and tbe iscurity ot 
tbe Indian empire. These, indeed, »%re refused to be giren uprto 
«ar ukemies ; but every thing else which the ralour and.lhe auns 
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of tliis coontry hiS acqnirod, which was valuable, was proposed 
to be made matter of oegocktion. This, Sir, was the nature of 
Ihe propositions made at (he vrry first mnHitint whsn Mie nego- 

• elation was eotnmencMl ; and 1 again submit to the final decision 
of (be house, whether a proposition, including the restoration of 
tvery thing ralusble which we had acquired, eicept that whicb we 
coold liot forego irilhout manifest detriment to the most impor- 
tont Interests of the country, was not founded in liberality apd 
■incerity. Sir, I inust beg leaie to obserre, that on this part »f ■ 
the subject I hare l>een (he more anxious to be explidt, because 

•■ it b that part on whidi I lay the more particolar stress, as tending 
(o prove to the house,- that erery thing was done at tbe com. 
nencemcot, every thing distinctly stated, on which this couatry 
vas villing to enter upon a negociation. I am the moredesironi 
4^ impressing the house with th|8 part of my argument, because 
1 feel it material in order (o enable diem to form a determinsffr 
precise idoa of (be character and psominent features of (honego. 
ciattoQ itself. In return to the statements of compensation pro- 
posed by this country, the French gorcrnmcnt presented no 
pToJet of their own, they afforded no room for discussion, because 
thqy were actuated by motiios very distant from concilialioa. 

I'hia much I hare thought it necessary to state, in vindication 
of the character of myself and colleagues, that the house may be 
enabled to sec that we never lost sight of the idea (^ a peacead- 
Tan(8geous for our allies, safe for Europe, and konbnrable to this 
country. With regard to any specific terms of peace, which it 
migiit be proper to adopt or refuse, I do not think it wouldbe^ 
- wise for the house to pronounce. This may stdl be Considered 
as a dormant negociation, capable of being renewed; and- it 
would be impolitic to give a pledge to any specific terms to. which 
tt might be impossible to adhere,, and which can never be int 
■currcd without rashness. No man can Im pledged to any partis 
mlar terms, because in tliese he must t)e guided by a view. of 
coltateful circumstances, and a eomparatire sbttement of ib 
sources. All that i wish parliament' to pronouaoe is, that they 
-win add thtlr testimony to the sincerity with whicb hii Majesty 
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kas endn*Oiired to reitore peace to Europe^ anctth^r approba- 
tion of the steps whifh were employed for its attainment. But 
eyen after thdr rejection of every propovtinn that was adruiced, ^ 
after all the difficulties they Started, after all the catils the^ 
employed, after all the discouragements which they presented^ 
wben, at last, the French gOTernmcnt.had been compelled to 
open the discussion, the first thing that happens, after requiring 
a note containing specific proposals, is a caf^ious dtnnand.to haie 
it signed by Lord Malmesbnry. This demand was complied with 
to deprive them of every pretence for breaking off the ncgo- 
<nation, and immediately they call for an uUimalvm in twenty, 
four hours. The impossibility of complying ^wifh such a de< 
Eoand is obvious. Was it possible to reccwcilo, discordances, to 
smooth opposition, of pronounce good understanding in this 
manner ? Does it come within the scope of the negociation ? Is 
. ^n ultimatiimf which means that demand which is to come ths 
nearest to the views of all parties, and to state the lowest terms 
-which could be offered, thus to be made out at random, without 
linowing what the enemy would concede on their part, or what 
they would accept on ours i A proposal, drawn up in suph a 
manner, without explanation, without information, could have 
no goad effect. - It b a demand contrary to all reason and to all 
4priaciple> With such a demand, therefore, it was impossible to 
comply; sad in consequence of this, Lord Malmesbury re- 
cdred orders to quit Paris in forty-eight' hours, and the terri. 
tones of the republicas soon as possible. 

Perhaps, however, I shall be told, that the Bc^ociation is not 
broken off, and that the French government hare pointed out a 
■ew basis upon which they are still willing to proceed. Thertf 
are two things npon this subject not unworthy of consideration. 
The time at which they propose this new< basis, and what sort of 
basis it is that they propose. After having approved and acted ap> 
on the basis proposed by his Majesty's government : after having 
acknowledged, and, to all appearance, cordially acquiesced In it, 
as the ground of negodation ; after having d^nsnded tn ulti- 
fnalvm at the Tcry cooimencement of tUl aegodationj and be- 
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T>re My AhtvtiAatr httd taken pinctf to be dcHrered in to the 
directory, in' the space of twenty-four hours,; and after dis. 
■hissing the' aiiibasStulDr of the king with eyery mark of igno- 
miny atid insuUj th^y propose a new basis, by which the nego. 
-ciiliou istobecarrieiloiibynifarisof coiincrs. And what is the 
S'c^An thiiy assign Tor this new Wir? Because Lord Malnies- 
^b'dry -actul ill a manner purely passire, and because he could 
'm^iit to hcithmg without dispatching couriers to obtain the sane, 
'tion of his cour^. "Here one cannot help remarking the stadied 
"perverstnessoP flie temper of the Fk'nch goTcrnment. When a 
'courier was dispatched to Purls, at the instance of ttie minister 
of a' neutral pdWer, in order to get a passport f^om the French 
government, i{ Kas denied. A courier conld not even obtain a 
passport, though the application was made to the executive direc- 
^iry' through tiie medium of the Danish minister. The request 
of the Danisl) minister was not enough : nothing could satisfy 
them but a British minister. Well, a British minister was sent. 
At tiie commrncemeut of the negocialioii he had occasion fre< 
quentty to lend dispalches to his court, because it iS rery well 
known that there are a great number of difGculties which 
attend the opening of every ncgo.riiition, and because Lord 
Malmesbury had been sent to I'aris before the prelimioarics, 
which are usually Settled by means of i^ourters, were arranged. 
While these preliminaries were in a course of settling, Lord 
Malmesbury's presence was barely endured, and the frequent 
dispatches of his couriers were subjects of animadTersion ; but 
no sooner were these preliminaries settled, and the British 
minister delivered in" a prytt, whep there was less necessity 
for dispatching coariers, when the period for discussion was 
arrived, when the personal presence of an' ambassador was par* 
tiealarly necessary, and when the King's ministers announce^ to 
the French government that he was prepared to enter into dis> 
cussion upon the official memorials containing his projet, than 
be was ordered to quit Paris, and leave the negociation to be 
carried on by means of couriers, Such is the precise form, 
and it was impossible to devise a better, in which a studied 
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insult, refined and matnred bf tiie Frencli Arectory, was offisTed 
to his BriUnnic Majc6t>. 

I Qow come to state the broad plain ground on wliinb tbe 
qaestion rate, as far as tlie terms, upon wbich We are inTited 
to treat on tbis new basis, are concerned. After baling started 
a rariety of captions objections at the opening of tbe n^odation, 
after the preliminaries were with rovch difficnity adjusted, after 
an vlHiaalam was * demanded, almost before discussion had 
commenced, after the king's minister was ordered, in the most 
insulting manner, to )ea?e the territories of France, after a 
retraction by the esecutive directory of the original basis of 
negociation, and the snlistitattQn of a new one in its place, they 
demand, not as an Mllimatum, bat as a preliminary, to be per- 
mitted to retain all those territories of which thechanco of war 
has giren them a temporary possession, and respecting wbich 
they have thonght proper, contnuy to erery principle of equity 
and Ok receired laws of nations, to pass a constitutional law, 
declaring, as they interpret it, that they shall not be alienated 
from the republic. Now whether this be the principle of thdr 
constitution or not, upon which I shall afterwards hare occasion 
to make some obserrations, it was at least naturally to be sup- 
posed that the principle had been virtually set aside when tiie 
former basis of negociation was recognized by the French di- 
rectory ; for it must have been a strange admission of the prin* 
ciple of reciprocal compensations indeed, if they were obliged 
by tbe rules of their constitution to retain all those conqaests 
which we were most bound in doty and in honour to insist 
upon their giving up, (not by any mystery of a new coostita- 
tion, which is little Icnown, and even among those who know it 
of doubtful interpretation, but by pnbKc and known engagements) 
and if they were under the same constitutional necessity, which 
they certainly are, of demandbg the restitution of those colo- 
nies formerly in theii' possession, but which they bare lost in 
the conrse of the war. ffot withstanding, however, their dis> 
avowal of this principle in the admission of the former basis of 
tbe negociation, it is now alleged as a ground for the pratea- 
• 2 
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Bion, th»t ikty »e cotitted, as a matter of right, to demand from 
this country, not as an titlimatum, but as a preliminary to the 
di^iission of any articles of treaty, that we shall make no pro> 
posals inconsistent with the laws «nil constitutinn of France. 
I know of no Uw qf nations which can in the remotest degree 
countenance such a perverse Mid monstrous claim. The annexa* 
tion of ti^rritory to any state, by the government of that state, 
during the c&nlinuance of the war in which they have, been ac- 
quired, can never confer a cUJm which supersedes the treaties of 
their powers, and the kno^n and public obligations of the dif. 
fereot nations of Europe, It is impossible in the nature of 
■ things, that tlie separate act of a separate government can ope- 
rate to the dissolution of the ties subsisting between other go- 
vernments, and to the abrogation of treaties previously con. 
eluded : and yet thiti is the pretension to wliich the French go- 
vernment lay claim, and the ackuuvrledgmcut of which tbey hold 
out, not as au ultimatum, but as a prcliounary of nt^ociation, 
to the king of Great Britiun and his allies. In my opinion, 
tbere is no principle of the Jaw of nations clearer than this, that 
iihen in the course of war any nation acquires new possessions, 
such nation has only temporary right to them, and they do not 
become property till tbe end of th'e war. This principle is in- 
controvertible, and founded upon the nature of things. For, 
supposing possessions thus acquired to be immediately annexed 
to the territory of the State by which the eoaqaest was made, 
and that the conqueror was to insist upon retaining them, be- 
cause he h^ passed a law that they should not be alienated^ 
might not tbe neighbouring powers, or even the hostile power, 
ask, — Who gave you a rij^t to pass this law ? What have wn t» 
Jo with the regulations of your mnnicipal law ? Or, w&^ au- 
thority have yon, as a separate slate, by any annexation of tei- 
ritory to your dominions, to cancel existing treaties, and to He- 
(troy the equilibrium established among nations I Were this 
pretension to be tolerated,, it would be a source of eternal bos. 
tilityf aad a perpetual bai to negociation between the contending 
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ItarHes ;' becanse the pretensions of the <tne would be tafally 
irrecsncileabie with those of the other. 

This pretension in the insUncc of France has been as incon. 
ristent in its operations as it was unfounded in its origin. The 
possessions which they hare tost in the West Indies in the 
coQrse of the war, they made independent rcpubtii:s ; a,nd what 
is still more singular, Tobi^o, which they have lost in (he war, 
and which is retained by British aims, is a part of indiriaibls 
France. I should not be surprised to hear that Ireland, in eon- , 
sequence of the rumour wluch has boeii circulated of (heir in- 
tention to attempt an iuTa&ion npon that country, is constitution, 
ally annexed to the territories of the republic, or eren that tho 
city of Westminster is a part of indiTisible FraHcc. . Thwe Is a 
distinction, no donbt, between the Netherlands and the West 
India islands, but it whimsically happens that this prluciple of 
law, that this Constitutional pretension, is least applicable to 
those possessions upon wMch it is held out a; operating by the 
French goremment, and that the Austrian Netherlands, even 
by the lelter of their own constitution, ought to Ite exempted 
from its operation. I own I am Uttie qnalified to read a lee. 
ture upon the French constitution, and perhaps I shall be ac; 
cused, in my interpretation of it, of pretending to understand' 
it better than they do themsolTes. Here I must remind my ac- 
cusers, bowcTer, that even M. Delacroii, that great master 
of the law of nations, allows that, on this poiftt, the coqstitn- 
tion is not perfectly clear,, and gives (hat particular interpreta^ 
fion of it upon the authority of the best publicists. I again 
repeat it — that, in discussing the terms of a treaty with France, 
lam not obliged to know either her eonstHu lion or her latf S,' 
because it was anreasonable for her to advance a pretension 
opbn a foundation inconsistent with the received law of na- 
tions and the established nature of things. But it will demonv 
str.ite their insincerity and the shallowness of the subterfiigei 
to which'they have been obliged to have recourse, if I can shew 
that no such law is in existence, and that their constitutioil 
leaves the govenfment entirely at liberty to dispose of the pos>; 
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sessiom vhich they have Kcqoked in w^ ia any way they 
may think proper. I hare looked tbrougli thb Tolammoui code 
[boldiag a eopy of tlie constitution in his hand], and I think it 
may he considered as an instance thata constitution upon paper^ 
digesting and regulating tho condnct of municipal jurisprudence 
as well as of foreign relations, does not lead to the best appli- 
cation of the true piindples of political economy. In the 
copy 'of their constitution all I find upon the subject is a de. 
daratioQ that France is one and indivisible, which b followed 
by along list of departments. And here I would recanunead 
it to gentlemen .to read the report upon which this decree was 
founded, in whlcli they will find that it was passed for the avowed 
purpose of obtaining for France an indisputable ascendant in 
Europe, and of suppressing the trade and commerce of rival 
nations. Overlooking, however, the principle of the decree, 
if it was found inapplicable to the posseesions of the Frraich in 
the East and West Indies, which they had previous to (be 
war, it was certainly much more inapplicable to the Anstiian 
Netliedandi, .of which they have got possession in the course 
of the war; and, therefore, 'the government, in holding out 
the principle as operating upon the latter, and not to the fbr- ' 
Uer, apply it to that put of their teriitory to which it is least 
applicable. 

If we look at the provisions under (he next title, rnpecting 
relatioiit mihfortign powers, the argument af^ainst the existence 
of Any such principle in their constitution is coofirmed: for we 
£nd the executive government ia there rested with the full power 
of treating, but all their treaties must be ratified by thelegiala. 
tire bodies, with the singular exception of secret articles, whicli 
it is in the power of the directory to put in eiecntion without 
being ratified, a proof Ant &ey are authorized by the constitn- 
tioa to alienate territories belonging to the republic. Allowing, 
however, that it is a principle of their constitution, is it an evil 
without a remedy ? No, M. Delacroix confesses that it may 
be remedied, bat not without the inconvenience of calling the 
primary assemblies. Aud are we then, after all the exertions 
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that we hat-e^Biade in ordeF^pj/elfectthe o*uect,of general pacifi-.; 
catiQa, fiiidWter beii^ MkdiH^ our effwtB.t^ thestubbarA . 
pride and {ten^vmng obstinftcy «f the 'FtTcncb government, after 
our propositions h^ye been slightetl, ani] our ambmsaik^r irtsult'- 
ed, are we now to conseat'to sacrifice our epgagcments^ apd to , 
violate our tnaties,- because, fursuvth, it would ba attended . 
with some incoiiiTenienne for ttiem to call tlieir primaTf assem. : 
bites, in ordttr to cancel a law which is incoipp^'''^ ^'^ ^ 
principle of fair aegociation ? ShaiU we forggt out own honqur, 
oar own dignity,. and sur own duty, so far, as tp acfpilesce in., 
a principle as a pKllminary to n^ocialiun, intoleraille in its ten. 
dency, nnfoimded tn fact, inconsistent with the nature of things, 
aad inadmissible by ths law of nations } 

But this is,not all the saicrtSce they demand. This is net oU 
the degradation to which they would have ua tubtnit. You must 
also ^goge, and aj a prelimioary too, tdjniake no propositions 
which are cpntrary to the laws of the coastit«tion, and tbe trtal-. ■■ 
it*, wludb biad the r^iiblia> Here they ititrodace a. new and ' 
extraordinwy <d4iise, iinpo»iig A restrictiai) still more Absurd : 
and unreasonable than the other. The republic of France may . 
hare made secret treaties which we know sotblDg abotit, aild 
yet that government expects that we are not to pei^it our pro. 
positions to interfere with these treaties. In the former instance- 
we had a text tipon which to comment, bat here we are in 
the state of those diviners who were left to guess at the dreams 
which they were called upon to interpret. How is it possible 
for this country to Icaow >iihat secret articles there may be in 
the treaty between Fran9e and Holland ? How can we know 
what the Dutch may have ceded to France, or whether France' , 
may not hare an oath in heaven never to give up the territories 
ceded to her hj Holland ? Who can know but her treaty with 
Spain coatwDB some secret article guaranteeing to the latter the 
restitution of Gibraltar, or some important possesaiim now be. 
longing to his Majesty P And how can I know- whether the 
pwformanee.of all these engagements may not be inaluded under 
fllcifiret^iuioB which the French govsranent nitw holds out? 
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How i* a ponible for ne 1o soiind «ka« no line can fatiioni > 
And erm afleir foji hne Bcccded ta tboM preliminarie*, in 4rhat 
Eihittion do yon stand? •After uMpting of tenni of which yon 
■re entirely ignorant, and giving op all that R is of importance 
for you to keep, yon at bst arrive at a diieusaian of tbe go- 
Temment which France may chnse to gjre to IMy, and of 
the fate wllic]i she may be pleaied to asiign to G«Tinany. In 
fact, the qnestion is not, how much yon will gire for peace, 
but bow moch disgrace you will lufier at the outset, how much 
degradatioB you will submit to as a preliminary ? - In these cir- 
cumstances, then, are we to penerere in the war irith a spirit 
aad energy worthy of tie British name and of the Britigh cha- 
nctec? Or are we, by seeing coarten to Paris, to prostrate ~ 
onnelres'at the feet of'a itofaboi« and supernlious goTem- 
mJHit, to do what they require, and to snbisit to wh'ateter they 
may impose ? I hop» there is not a hand in his Majesty's conn- 
ells that would sign the proposals, that there is not a heart in 
ti^ house that wo«dd sanction the measure, and that there is 
not an indiridnd in the British dominions who would act -as the 
courier. - 

Mr. Rtt concluded with moring, 

" That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, to 
ilsstire his Majesty, that that house also fell the ntmoat concern 
tb^ his Majesty's earnest endeaTonrs to effect the restoration of 
peace had been onhappily frustrated, and that the n<^ociaiibn, 
in which he bad been happily engaged, had been abruptly broken 
off by the peronptory refusal of the FMnch gOTernmeut to treat, 
except upon a basis erideDtly inadmissible, and by their having, 
in conseqaenc^ required his Majesty's plenipotentiary to quit 
Paris within forty.eight hours, 

" To thank his Mqjegty for haring directed the tereral me. 
moriala and papers which had been exchanged iu the course of 
the late discussion, and the account transmitted to his Majesty 
- of its final result, to be kid before the house. 

<' That they were perfectly satisfiod, from the perusal of these 
. papers, that hit Majesty's conduct had been guided by a sincere 
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iaiie to effect Ae rcBtoration of peace, on priDtnp1<^ suited- to 
tte relatke ritaation or tlie belligerent powen, and essential for 
.fhe pecmanent interests of his Majwty's' kingdoms, aud the 
^^erai seenritf of Europe : whilst Ms enemies had adranced 
pl^tensiaoB at once Inconsistent with those objects, ansapported 
«TQn on tiie grounds on which they were professed to rest, and 
repugnant both to the systt»n estabKahed by repcal|td treaties ; 
and to (he prindplei and practice' which had hitherto regulated 
the intercoorse of independent nations. 

'■' To assure his Majesty, that,' under the protection of Prori- 
denCe, he might place the fullest reliance on the wisdom aitd 
firmness oC his parliament, on the tried Taloqr of his forces by 
iea and land, and on the zeal, public spirit, and resources, of 
his kingdoms, for Tigoroas aod effectual support in the prosecu- 
tion of a contest, which it did not depend on his Majesty to tcr. 
B^ate, and vUeh iuToWed in it the securi^ and pennanent iate. 
rests of this country and of Europe." 

The House divided on an anuadment mored by Mr, Foi, censuring the 
Candoct of miniitcrj in the ocjpiciatiiiii : 

Kvth«u 
Afpunst it .» 

The aidren was then t^tti tth 
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0> a matian hy Mr. Kariiaon, " That the e«tcnC of the suppliei voted !• 
Ouveiiuuettti since Ibe commencemeDt of the preient war, hiTing ciu^ed to 
heavy an iucreaw of tuet, it u tlic dvtj of thii Hoiuc to irajuire whnher 
Mou fdief ta the burdena of the people, or proraioB for further fcipense, 
may not be obtained by cbe reduction of uiejfu places, sinecure oScei, n- 
Arbitant fees, and other ntodci of retrenchment in the cipendUuri of the pub- 
lic money," 

Mr. Pitt spoke to the fbllowiog effecti 
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Sir — Thon^ (h« honoun^lc noter, and tbe noble lord * vhtt 
i^eondgd the motion, )^wo thought proper to eater intp coo- 
■iderstians, which so far from eucQj api^yiog to. the inbjeot 
before the, honK, go a nry gr«tt extent beyond it, it i$ not my 
jatentioa p> enter iqiant^}' into objects m completetlj nanto. 
nected with tke prewnt matioa, and .^hicfa w^ i^ay hate many 
opportunities of discm&ing. It teaps to me onneoeHary to trou* 
ble the boKM with any allueions dtber to tfie origiq, or condnct 
of the present war ; or to take a rariew, or et^ into a jastifi- 
cation of the great and TariouB qnestioni which have been fre. 
^tiently agitated here- Tlie noble iQrd ^ai iit hii Fpeech .thought 
£t to condemn the measnrea adopted by the last parliament, for 
the preserradon of the internal traaqnillttyof the kingdom, .and 
the security of tlie state. Bot, Sir, the precanttonary measnrea 
to which he has adTerfed were not, ai tte has .bran, pleased, to de- 
clare, retrenchments of the conititadon, bat essentia saf^nanls 
^pinst lawless attacks lerelled at the British cpostitutioa by a 
' faction, which, though small, was acting with tlie common 
enemy, and was openly proceeding not on British, but on 
French principles. The safety of the state at that time depended 
on the wise and just precautions which it wai found necessary to 
take ; and though I fed that any review ef these transactions is 
foreign to the question on which we are called to decide; yet I 
tnist I may be allowed to notice the manner in which the noble 
lord has refemd to those measnres which were calculated to op. 
pose any check to the progress of French principles. He has. 
Sir, taken great pains to reprobate the proceedings of parliament 
on tliat inomentoas occasion, and the speech which he has deliver. 
ed in support of his honourable friend* s motion relates so little to 
the subject of it, that it appears to hate been prepared for an. 
otiier purpose, of which notice has bsen already ^ren.. [Mr. Pitt 
alluded to MrtFoa*s notice of moTing fur thert^iealof tbetreasmi 
and sedition bills.] But as these measures bavf' been fnlly dis- 
cussed and resolved by parliament, I cannot, until fids house 

• Lord Williim RbskIL 



,:,:kv, Google 



170?.] PARLUMENTARY SPEECHES. 2fi7 

feels confinced of their error, sufipose that they Iiaye agreed to 
improper proceedings. While their resolutions on those subject! • 
stand on record, I am aothorized in assuming, that they hare 
acted on principles of public order against principles of anarchy 
and confusion ; that they have supported the cause of true liberty 
against the ravages 'of licentiousoess ; that they hare protected 
religion and morality against the desperate attempts of dt.'struc- 
tive innoratlon, and that they hare preserved our cgnslitotion 
inviolate from the bold and daring attacks of a faction acting in 
concert with the common ^emy of freedom, ;iiid of .public and 
prirate happiness. So far, Sir, I conceive I hare an undisputed 
Vight to argue on the solemn decision of tlus house. With 
respect to the nvanner in which the honourable gentleman ha> 
opened his motion, I am led to observe, that he has not entered 
into any speci&c grounds to support it. He has confined himself ' 
to very general statements, and he seems to hare reserved him. 
self for a particular detdl on some other opportunity. - 

The honourable gentleman appears, from the words of his 
motioQ, to hare two different objects in view. The first relates 
to making retrenchments, and correcting profusion in the 
establishel offices of govemoient, and in smecure places and 
pensions. The second has for its object an inquiry into tha 
state of the national expenditure, and proposes a check on the 
expenses of the state. This, it is needless for me to urge, is 
comprehended in a resolution which has already passed this 
house, to inquire into the finances of the country, and to con. 
sider of the most practicable means for obtaining a diminution of 
the public expenditure. The. honourable gentleman means to 
include in the iilvestigatioa which be proposes, subjects of the 
most Qstcnsive and congplicatcd nature. He wishes to embraco 
all the ordinary and .extraordinary expenses of the different ' 
branches of government. He extends his inquiry intp the dis* 
bursements of the army, navy, and every public establishment. 
I am ready to admit, that as far as this proposition goes, it forms 
a subject worthy the consideration of the house ; and the mag. 
nitnde of it appears to be such, that no man can say what will 
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be the efiect of It, or to wliat particnlar measures it may lead. 
Yet, Sir, the honourable gentleman, bringing before the house 
considerations of auch extensive ticws, anil of such high im- 
portanrc, adopts a very singular mode of proceeding. He does 
not think proper to offer matters so momentous and compli- 
cated in their relations in a direct manner to parliamentary dis- 
cussion, but states tbera as the objects of a collateral inquiry, 
«nd introduces them immodiatcTy after his motion for retrench, 
inent in the offices of government. Bat certainly the hononraffle 
gentleman will not deny that there is an extreme differenre be- 
tfrecn both objects; for the check which he propdses on the public 
expenses very rauch exceeds in importance that reform which 
he wishes should take place in the establlsfamcuf and salaries of 
public offices. The distinction between these two objects tinng 
so evident, as the latter does not form any part whatever of 
the proposition formerly submitted to the bouse by the ho> 
nourable gentleman, nor of the notice which he gave of hli 
motion of this night, I must consider the manner of introdndng 
it not only irregular, but Inajlequate to the magnitude of the 
inquiry which he prdposea to establish. I also think it neces- 
sary to remind gentlemen, that the objects which it compre. 
bends, form the grounds of my motion for the appolntmeat of 
the committee which has been this night chosen by ballot. I 
stated in general terms, previous to my bringing forward that 
motion, the various points to which the attention of the com. 
mittee was to be directed ; but I could not, nntil I had appointed 
that committee, proceed to offer, in a specific manner, each of 
these points. I therefore only stated, that it was my wbh and 
desire to move, as an insfruction to the committee, that after 
inquiring into, and ascertcuning the whole state of |;hc Goancoc 
of the country ; after reviewing (he whole amount of the debt 
which had been incurred during the war ; after investigating 
the provision which bad been made to meet it; after consider. 
■ ing the probable amount of the total expense of public service 
forlhe whole of the year 1797, and the sums now applicable 
for defraying it; — I say, Sir, after taking these steps, it ii asals* 
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my intention 1o move that furtlier ia^tniction should be giren 
to the comintttee toeiercisa a full pother in /iirming and di- 
gesting a plan fot' controlling the public expenditure, and to 
inquire into, aai report npon, the best and moat practicable means 
/or obtaining a diminution thereof. I therrfore, Sir, am not a 
little surprised, after stating these measures in general terms- 
measures which I contend have been saDctioned by the iinani. 
mous coneurreoce of the houEe, in cansequente of the ap[ioint- 
mcnt of the committee for the professed and acknowledged con- 
sideration of those very objects, that the honourable gentleman 
shpul^ now brin^ forward a motion to 'the same end, and. 
.without any preiious notice, whatever. The instruction for the 
committee, the nature of which I bad thus before stated in 
general term^, I held in my hand ready to moTe, when tho 
bonourahle gentleman brought forward his motion ; for I cer. 
tainly did not think any new proposition on the same subject 
could be urged, after an express declaration of my desire that 
the most speedy and effectual mcasnrcs should be taken, which 
went to retrench the great and heavy expenses of war, and were 
of infinitely superior magnitude to any diminution that might 
be expected in the salaries of the public olKces. 

Without entering at thb moment into a particular discussion^ 
whether there exist any specific grounds to authorize the house 
to proceed to a reduction'of useless offices, or to a retrenchment 
of profuse salaries, I can only say, that it b not my wish to 
oppose an inquiry to that effect. i}ut I feel I shall not do my 
duty to the house and the public, if I were to agree to' any 
ether examination than that which I have proposed, and 
' .which has received the concurrence of the house. The ho> 
nourable gentleman has, however, neglected many important) 
and, indeed, necessary considerations in suggesting his motion. 
He seems, hi the first place, to hare been unmindful that the 
limits of the proposed reduction shonid be expressly declared.' 
He nest forgets, Ih^t the steps which have been already taken 
to effect the same end, should be submitted to the consideration 
•f parliament, as a guide (o ilirect their measures ; and aboTe 
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all, that no ill-founded hope may be raised wtlhont fully look- 
ing info the subject on wbich the decision js to be formed. If 
it can appear that retrenchment, both in the Dumber and ex- 
pense of public offices, is calcalated to promote the public ser- 
-ricc, I am convinced there u no man in this bonse' that will 
oppose it. Bnt the question now before vS is, what are the 
spedfic grounds on which the honoorable gentleman brings for- 
ward his motion ? It is incumbent on him to point out, in a 
decisive manner, abuses which are said to exist in the per- 
formance of duties, or in payments for services whicb are not 
done for the public. I know, Sir^ how very easy it is to gire 
credit out of doors to the reports of abuses iti sinecure places 
and pensions ; but I really believe it is a subject as much mis. 
taken as any other of a public nature, I therefore think, in 
whatever way the intjuiry may terminate, that it will not be 
of much utility. If it can be shewn that there are strong 
grounds for correcting abuses, much may be gained for the 
public good ; but if,, on the contrary, it shall appear that there 
arc no specific grounds to warrant a strong measure of that kind, 
and that the Idea of the prevalence of abuses in the offices of the 
ftatc is erroneous, much also is gained by removing an opi- 
nion, which might otherwise diminish the national confidence. 
Offices of very different descriptions come within the honourable 
gentleman's motion ; the first which present themselves to 
notice are absolutely necessary, and in respect to them the 
inquiry fairly stated is, whether or no the number of offices b 
more than the difTerent duties of them require ; and secondly, 
whether the reward for the exercise of the Tarious talents and 
industry necessary for the due exMufion of them is too great ; 
It might also form a most important' consideration, whether 
the same talents, the same diligence, and perseverance, at pre* 
«cnt employed in the performance of the duties annexed to these 
offices, might not be rewarded in an equal pr superior manner, 
were they applied to and exerted in the ordinary pursuits of 
life? I have, Sir, no hesitation in saying, that it is an unjust 
Idea to imagine, that the abililies and labour devoted to the 
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lervice of (lie public should nut be paid as well, 2nd to the TuU 
39 liberally hy the public, u those which are applied in private 
life to the interest of indlviduah, »nd which are rewarded by 
individual compensation. Next to the offices which I have no. 
ticed, and which must be riewcd in a necessary light, I come 
to those which relate to state duties. Many of them are at. 
tended with considerable expense for the maintenance of the 
relative duty they should hofal to th^ high ranks in life of those, 
near whom they are placed- If we look into the various offices 
connected witl^ the army, the navy, and the revenue, wc shall find^ 
that the wages they rccdve are not higher than those thej^ 
mightearn by an cijual, exertion in private life, from indivi- 
duals ;.. and, therefore, Sir, the real state of the question ap< 
pears to be, whether they are paid in a larger way by the 
public, than they would be by particular pcrsbiis, for the per- 
formance of equal sdrvJccs. I only state this, that gentlemen 
may turn it ia their minds, and not be induced to take up the 
matter ia a general vieiv. There are unquestionably offices of 
another description — of less business and With fewer duties 
attached to them ; fjut I think it necessary to observe, that tbey 
arise out of our ancient manners, and are, in fact, the remnants 
of former times, attached to the splendour of Majesty, and at- 
tendant on the dignify of monarchy. I am not inclined to say 
what should be the exact sum for duties of thb kind. I .only 
maintain, that such offices have ever existed ; and such has 
been the custom of all countries which have been governed by 
monarchs. This custom has been interwoven in our constitu. 
tion, and forms an'appendage to ovr mixed government ; not 
for the display of idle parade; not for the loose gratiScation of 
idle vanity, but sanctioned by the authority of our anccstorSj 
and continued for the dignified consistency of appearance in the 
ling of a great and free people. Uaving noticed this branch 
of public duties, I shall only observe, that though not included 
in the first class, they should notwithstand'uig be considered as 
connected with your constitution of mixed monarchy. Another 
description of offices is of a more invidious nature than any I 
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have yet mcniionnl. I allude to stiiecrire places,' whidr, not- 
viflistandlng the tidicule and sererify with wbich they may be 
commented an by some geatlemen, ^are capable of being looked 
at niih tbe eye of reason. I shall, Sir, shortly state fh« prin- 
ciples on which they stand. .They stand on tbe invariable cus. 
torn or this counlry ; they arc recognized by the solemo deci- 
sions of parliament. It will Qot, I tnist, be denied, that the 
fair principle of honourable remnncration has ever been held a 
lacrcil consideration. It will not, I hope, be contested, tbats 
provision and reCreat for a life devoted to the public service, baa 
ever been dcctnid a jnsf and irresistible motive for conferring 
permanent rewardsl 

The question ihen presents itsdf, whether,' at the instant 
when one common sweep b designed, to remove all offices ia 
which actual duly is not performed, remuneration for actions 
done in the service of the state is a wise, 'a just, and an usefof 
principle? Another inquiry will natilrally arise, and that is,- 
whether the mode in which they are distributed' is. niore tiable- 
to abuse than any other; In the consideration of this qaestion, 
I will not confidently maintain that tbe first principle of remn- 
Iteration may not sometimes be misapplied, as it frequently 
depends on chance, discretion, and various causes, which it is 
unnecessary for me to enumerate. It may also be objected, that 
it cannot be ^ccrtaincd by a precise rule how to reward precise 
merit. Butthenj Sir, I say, can any other method more effi- 
cacious, more independent of abuses, and less liable to errors, 
be adopted ? Can any other mode t>e pointed out in which 
chance and discretion are to be completely laid aside? Sup* 
pose, Sir, foramoment,'that even an application to parliament 
should be made the constitutional way of bestowing this kind of 
rewards ; can it be imagined that such a proceeding would pro- 
duce less complaint and murmiirsthan the present way in which 
they are conferred? ' I heg, therefore, gentlemen will not 
conclude, because there may be some offices connected with 
government which it may be wise to reform, that all are indis- 
criminately to he wiped away. I should imagine, that a correct 
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aodparHeutuftafenimt ob^ttafbeiinde<)rimdeH;o(b)<», and 
eiceulre mUries ; that tpedfic objeeiiont ihottld be prociMl^ 
stated, and tltos, by piinuing an authentic detail, theho^ss 
might be enabled to entertain a probability of the (aTiDg wUch 
Coutd be nadefor the conntry. But, Sir, if without fecorling 
to any of (bete indispensable measures, if without esUbU^ing 9 
proper clue, which in the course of iaqniry would lead to • 
just conclusion, yon were, to precipitate this business, I ntut 
contend, that instead of striving to meet the popular opinion, 
instead- M serTing th« essential Intoresti of the nation, yoa 
wottld, on the contrary, act in opposition to both, and e*ni 
excite general discontent. In suCh a case, the houae would not 
do justice to themseUes, nor to (hdr constitnents. This is not, 
bowerer, (he Srst time thai yon have iMcn caUt'd on to i«terfere in 
similar considerations. The bononrablo gendemaD brought 
forward, in the last parliantent, a.yesolntioa of. the same nature 
which 1ie haa this night proposedj-andthe CT^tt ofit is fresh in 
every person's recollectloa. In a former parliament, a plan^ 
which contained a partienlsr detail, .whidi furnished a fait 
statement of the grotiadi of the application, iad which went 
to a general economical reform, was brought forward by Z 
ri^t hononrable gentleman*, who is do longer a mcdnber.oC 
this house; yet parliament, at that period, and in an hour 
of confessed necessity, with erery possible authority before 
them, with erery docnmcnf wUch a wdt.digcsted' and a jn& 
ciously executed plan oald furnish, widi the report' of Iha 
. commis^onen {nvcited witii powers to examine into the lariona 
branches comprehended in. the proposed reform— I say, Sir^ 
parliament, wfth all these a^iltliorities before than, which th« 
most exalted talents, or the most minute ivrestlgatiaa, cosUk 
supply, proceeded in a very caotieus anil limited nanner, Tht^ 
abotished some' offices, and reduced the value of others ; but 
they did not allow themselrca to extend thar reform beyond a 
pnidential and consQtationa] line of conduct ; aad vhat «annot 
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be too cfsKl^ sMnded Ics tiiejr cAotod b« cliwiga; nor modi, 
floiftiti wharevfli^ withoiit the ud of iiicoiUrofeFli]>l« evidencBf 
Hid the aatiitftiice of ponitiTe fiuA. . They wisvlj topped off 
irhatf'Ver was' pro*«d to W awperftooui and Oivj made redi|c- 
tiotii to the amount of nany thouMDd pouodi. To thea wen 
vdded saivings by the cammiHiancra of hU lA^atf't treuvrf} 
vhich were cuftfirmMl ky the vote of pftrliament. But when 
they came to iavntigate the offices held under the, ezcbequer, 
Hid proceeded to take into their conuderatiau the Datura of th« 
ttnare by irhich sinecure [ilKn v«efe he'd, they did Dot think 
it entirely to lop them off. The tellers of the exch^uer^ wid 
•eferal other offices, were rel^wiil and recogniiwl by the reso. 
Intion of parliaoient as necesiarj' to be oontioued. Such wM 
the opinion of- the ri^t honaiuajUo (entletnan who proposed 
the raform, and xuch. were. th«seatin)enti even of loina g«ttle< 
men whom I now see. oyer agaioat me. A considerable redac^ 
tion was then abo effected in di&cent oScei of th« castomi, 
while some were entirely dropp^ ; aad, with reapeet to snbor- 
dinat« employmeats, large addittonal suriog* were, mad/a. I 
have now to obierrs, that, ia all- (hese retr^Khments, tb» 
house pioceeded on the general and afiknawlcdged principle of 
nmnneimtion for public services which I have already stated ; 
and of such weight was thiit principle, that ereo Mr. Bnrke 
hitnsdf, thoagh animated wilit the moat enthusiastic seal to 
carry his^lan into eieDulioo, -was- on every occasion readjr to 
noogiMSB not only tji» wIrAnvi, but the necessitj^ of adoptins 
it. [ maintain, Sir, tl»t sinecure effices.are given in tbe iiatur« 
•r a freehold tenure. Parliament has expressly said, they will 
Mipect themu freehold {Hroperty; and if, in answer to tfaix 
sat«nn declaration-, it is qrged, that parliament may rescind 
th«r former reMlntiong, I say ^i^jnay, by a parity of reasoo- 
ing, destroy every kio^ of property in the country. But to 
dwell any longer on this kind, of argument would be too absnrd. 
tb ttteritattenten ; and 1 have only to obserre, that we ongfat 
not to los^ light, even foi an insUot, of those grand principlea 
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which lead to, Rail are inseparable from, the admin iilntion of 
public justice. I repeat^ Sir, it is my lin'cere and earnest wish, 
tbat the house should ascerlaia the particular oificei which 
Bay be paid beyond the duties annexed to thcra, and itfoai 
the trust and responsibility which attach to them. But jirH 
tiiat great and necessary measure taltes place, you caanot pro- 
ceed to retrench or to lop off. 

I must once more entreat the attcnlion of -the house to tha 
nature of (he houonrable gentleman's motion, and to the 6me 
in which it is proposed. The tendency of it is completely in- 
cluded in the inslniction of which I hare already giTcn a 
general statement, and which I lure given notice I should move 
for Ibe direction of the committee, and it is brought forward - 
at the very moment when a general insestigation is set on 
foot with respect to (he whole finance of the country, and with 
a flow of aseertainiog a plan for controlling the pnblic expen- 
diture. If therefore, Sir, it should be the opinion of the hojise 
to refer to the committee the subject of the honourable gentle- 
bub's motiw, as part of the general inquiry with which it was. 
intended they should be entrusted, it would be an easy 'matter, 
if the words of the instruction were thought too general, to 
mtroduce particular terms tbat might peculiarly specify it. 

Ob these grounds I oppose the motion, conTinced as I am, 
that were I ta agree to it, the public could derive no benefit 
from it, and that I myself should become a party in the disap. 
pointmuit, and in the delusion of tha people : I therefore move 
(he pi;etious question. 

The prcfiotts ^Dotioa WIS cBrrwot 

Are« 169 

Noa 71 
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Ml. f eti & pamtisK of • pmioui BMicc, thii iMf s^AmkteA to die 
Hotwt dw fglloiring roolntioD : 

•• That u humble aiitem it ftatnteA ta hit Mijestr, th*l hii MajesCr 
will be gndously plca-ed to uk> iota hii rojil coosidcntiaa ibc diMiitlie4 
Itncaf hukiogdoaiof IreUad, uul u idt^nich beiliiis and lenient mea- 
nrM ai may appear ta hii MajcMy'a imdom best calculated to resioie tnn- 
qnillicj, and 10 conciliate theaffcctiMitof alldcKfiptioUcihit Majeaty'ltul' 
jccti in thai kingdom to hit Majeuy't pcnoo and goremmeot.'' 

TJiemotioD being tecoadedbf Sir FiuciiBitrdett, Mr. PiTrroKi 

Sir— Howerer generally the tenns of th« motion of the right 
hoDoarable genfiemen are couched, for aa address to his Majes- 
ty, it is utterly impoEsible for any man'^o form his.jndgment od 
the merits of it, unless by proceediiig to separale it from the t«- 
rions^and collateral topics which he hu thought proper to Intro* 
duce, and without which the proposed address would, in Teali> 
ty, be indistinct and nnsecessary. He has, in the euly part of 
his speech, dereloped a subject to which I most seriously desirv 
to call the attention of the house. The right hononnible gen- 
tleman, who hjs made a speech on the vbolc system of the 
Irish legisla tore, who faasti^ued atlarge upon theprinciplesand 
frame of it, who has considered in a very ample tnanner its apti- 
tude to make laws, and who has gone at lengtib Into the disposi. 
fioQ of the people, with respect to the practical effect of these 
laws, b^an by reminding us, when he itnted to the bonse tiie 
discontents now. cxiBtiqg in Ireland, tiiat it was necessary to hare 
recourse to that period wben we recognised and fully established 
the complete independ«ice of the Irish legislatore, ai it might be 
known whether we gare that independence as a boon or a right 
— whether that measure was a concession to Ireland. Tbers 
is one certain point in which we must all coincide by haring re> 
course to that period, and the truth of which the right faononr- 
ablegentleman himself cannotcontrovert — that whether the eatab- 
' Ushmeat of the independence of Ireland was a concession or a 
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recagnition on our part, it was putting Ireland ia the abiolut* 
possession ot independence in point of fact. He had himself, 
on forme; occaeions, fully admitted and acknowledged that im- 
portant trnth, and to oppose it would tend to shake the alathoritjr 
of the parliament of Great Britain, 

But, Sir, I beg leaTetoasb in wb>t Parliament of IrelaoS 
was it that he recognized the indepeadence of the l^islatnre of 
that'coustry, and the necessity of which he then urged with la 
moch farce ? Wu it one formed on a more extensive frame 
than that which now exists? Did it include more perioni attach. 
^ to the Roman catholic interett of Ireland than it doei now, 
or was it more calculated to giro satisfaction at a time when coq< 
.cessions were not made in their farour, than now when luch 
measures have astually taken place? Yet that very parl^ent, 
Vbich estftcd at the period to which the right honourable gentle- 
man has though^ pj'oper to have recourse, was caocf^red to be 
the national source oi the most lalaable blessings to Ireland. 
Surely he did not mean to say that, when he himself pretsed for- 
ward in establishing the independence of Ireland, he was then 
only putting the people of that country in possesion of a delu- 
sion, and that the legislature waa incapable of courting to the 
inhabitants of thg country the' enjoyment df practical liberty. 
The right honuurable gentleman will not therefore now maintain) 
that, in the year 1732, he considered the parliament of Ireland so 
extremely defective in its frame and principles, that the nation . 
couid receifo no essential benefit from the line of conduct then 
pnrsaed by it ; and if he will not say that, (and I am perfectly 
convinced he cannot say what would necessarily expose him to 
the charge of the most glaring inconsistency,) 1 am naturally leij 
to inquire upon what ground it now happens, that we are to come 
this day to vote an address for an alteration m the frame of that 
parliament, the superin ten dance of whic% we have entirely put , 
out of our control by the recammendatiiin of the right honour, 
able gentleman, and the independence of^which we liare uu. 
equivocally acknowledged ? By what means will he make it ap- 
pear, that, having renouucid ^ power over the legislature of 
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Ireland, baring formally abdicaied the prinlege which nigbl 
hare once existed, of enfordng any internal regulation in that 
country, having solemnly divested oanelTes of all right, of 
whatever nalare that right maj hare been, to make laws in an; 
respect for Ireland; I say, Sir, hy what particular meani will he 
undertake to make it appear that it now remains for ua to declare, 
'wh^t laws ahall affect that country, and to dictate jhe precise 
modi Heat ions which he proposes to take place in the fixed prioci* 
pies of the legislature itself? In the year 1782, having given to 
Ireland a distinct and independent legislature, having, with every 
iolid testimony of good faith, laiA aside all pretensionsto interfe- 
rence in the internal concerns of the naiion, can any person 
now point outa subject to which Ireland should look with sucli 
veil founded jealousy, as the subject presented to the cansidera. 
, lion of the house by the right honourable gentleman's motion ? 
I am ready to adofit, that the address, proposed as it is, does 
not exactly say so ; but. Sir, it conveys too much by implication, 
not to call for the atten'tion of the house io a serious manner. 
Let us for a moment compare it with the speech of the mover, Mid 
if we proceed npon that just and reasonable ground, to which 
the right honourable gentleman himself can have no objection, 
as his speech forms the ground-work of his motion, it will in that 
case be found to convey What ought not to be stated in general 
terms, btrt expressed clearly and fairly. 

The motion submitted to the house is, Sir, if I recollect right, 
for an address to his Majesty, that he will be pleased to take into 
his gncions consideration the present disturbed state of Ireland, 
and to adopt such healing and lenient meaeurrs as may restore 
It to tranquillity. But what can be the effect of such an address? 
Will it be n^^ntaiued that the situation of Ireland has not been 
the /n-quent subject of his Majesty's thoughts ? Can it with the 
shadow of propriety be urged, that the royal mind has been at 
any lime exempt from those conuderations which may best pro- 
mote the happiness of his people? What then can be the object 
of the address? It proposes to his Majesty the propriety of 
adopting measures for the restoration of the tranquillity of his 
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mbj«cts of Ireluid. Butiocfa, tnrymDst b« hia'Majeitf*s4it^ 
position : and to wbat parpoM will oiir mdriee teaAI tJq ntA 
can ptesame to say, that tuch u not tlw Grm dnirc, af U l^ott, 
undoubtedly is tbe interest, of the exM^tire g»Teraiii«iit.. 
During what part of his Majeity'n le'i^n bu there appear m1 saj 
mark of n^tect (o tie interesfi of the people of IreUad! Oa 
Ae contrary, Sir, the moifsaliii tM4imoni«s l>ar« been gtven of 
the sincerity of his intentiona to ppoAote the hftppineii of that, 
eonntry, not by promitcs, not by df^ciaratioas, bat by deeds and 
acto Which hare been receivei with graterul Ratiiraction by tbn 
whole nation. The most miniite attention bai been paid to tba 
conmcrce, to the agricnitnre, to the manufactures pf thf 
eonntry ; and fthat was at the time coniider^d as the most ralu* 
sbic measure, theindepen^nce of the legislature was reeogQizid 
beyond a possibitity uf doubt. The whole has been one contu 
nned Rnccessiun of concewions, and to such an extent, that 
doring the present reii;n, they harft excaedad all the preceding 
ones pat together since the rerolution. 

Bnt, Sir, if further concesEions are demanded, if the object 
of the addrea consist* In soliciting these concessions, I must 
contend,. that while it does not precisely point out the particular 
measures, which are to be adgpted, it is, in the general state ^ 
trbich it noif stands, nugatory and superfluous. If, on the other 
liand, the a4<lress is compari-d witb the nght honourable gen. 
tl«naQ's spi-ech, which indcMl must, be viewed as' the chief 
gf oond of the motion, I maintain that it would bf absurd and 
impossible to exprns propositions any. way conformable lo the 
sentiments delivered in the course of that speech: In the first 
place, let us con-ider thrm poli'ically. If. they mean, that the 
lord lieutenant of Irelalnd is accountable for any misconfluct 
during his administration of public affairs there, as the Eervaot 
•f the crown, aud it shall be urged that the control of abuses 
ef that kind remains nith this coanlry, I answer to that— graitt^ 
If in another point of »iew they go, as was in a certain degree, 
conveyed fcy the honourable birooet wjio seconded the motion, 
to srraign his Majesty's ininisteit for gross errors and crimes 
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comtsitted in (he gorerninent of Irehnd, knd to bring them to. 
tfial, I again answer — granted. But, if they kre dtlpulated to 
express and rccoAraend mcasares which ara not wttUa tl>» 
pfo*tnee of the executive gOTernmetit of Ireland, it it bnt fair 
and also' necesiary to ask, are Ibete measDres so recomiBNided 
to be carried into execntionby bii Majesty, who it onty a part 
of the legislative aathoriry of Ireland, and what must seem stiU 
more extraordinary, are they to be to adopted by thedesire of the 
parliament of Great Britain ? I beg Iea*e to demand, whether 
' his Majfsty is not bound to act in what cuncenu the intemat 
regulation of Ireland, in consequence of tbe adTiceof tbe'b^is- 
I&ture tff that country? Oar assenting to the address would^ 
therefore be b^ly nnconstifntional with respect to Irelandj.aod 
Ve coald not for a moment entertain sneb an idea, nitbont bring 
^oilty of an unjustifiable interference in Hie duties of tbe lagisla. 
tire and eiccutire gavemmeiit of that naiica. Sucb, Sir, b tbe 
real 'ground on which I Oppose the address. 

There certainly have been many other collateral topics brbnght 
forward, wl^h which the right honourable gentleman has judged 
it proper to embellbh his speech, 'but whkh do not apply to the 
question, and the discussion oF which maydo mndi mischief, 
wilhont producing one single adTastage. I will not, therefore 
enter Into a review of all the lariout slatemenU and argementa- 
fjiat hare bcenosed, nor will I declare whether (he right 
honourable genlle-nan's assertions are right or wrong; but I will 
leave it to the justice and to the candour of the bouse to decide, 
whether any^ onu point he has this night proposal, can be carried 
into effect, by any other means thsa by the Tcice cf the Irish 
fegislature? I must also observe, that he has, in the course of 
his spct^ch, gone into a long his'oricat nvraiive, and has at. 
tentptvd to shew, that (he Irish ifgislaiure is soframed asnot ta 
be adequate to perform its fuacfions far the practical happiness of 
the people ; that the principles on which it acts are radically de- 
feclitc, and that while it remains in its present stale, the-naUon, 
or at least the majority of tbe nation, canniitenjoy tbe essential 
blessings of a free cousUtuiion. In answer to thit, Sir, I must 
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.keg leave to direct tbe attention of ibe litntte -to tfae great ud 
tmportuit coatidention, thxt the parliament of this coaittry Iiai 
completdf recngnized, and tolemoty eitabliihed the indeptn. 
dence of that of the kingdom of Ireland, which ii as entirely 
distinct and as incapable of bdng controlled by us, as we are 
lodepeDdent of them. Yet (he right hondurable genlleraan pro- 
poses aa interference in the Internal coDcerns of those nho 
BOW bare as much right to diEtaU,to ns, as we can possibly have 
to prescribe rules of condnct to them. Does it, Sir, bocoms as 
DOW to say, that they are not qualiSed to act for the good of the 
pettple of Ir^aod, and that they arc not entitled to the confidence 
of theirconstituenls ? — We w4o told the same people upwards of 
fourteen years ago, that they were completely adeqaate to pro* 
mote the pnblic happiness, that they were framed to secure (he 
proapcrity of the country, and what caAnot be too often stated, 
that they were unchecked by any external control to deliberate 
and decide OH thegreat business of legislation I If we speak thus 
to that parliament, (and such must be our language, if we gite 
enr assent to the address mored this night) I confess, Sir, it does 
appear to me the mnst eitraordinary and singular line of conduct 
that can be adopted by one- independent parliament against an- 
other independent parlianicnt. 

But allowing, for the mere sake of arj^nment, that w<? ars 
authorised tu dictate in the manner proposed by the honourable 
gentleman, in it reasonable that we should proceed in the way 
he has pointed ont on the bare suggestions which be has stated to 
the house? Should we, supported by assertions atone, assume 
the power, which by his motion he seems to suppuse we possess, 

- ef watching over, and superinteniling the parliament of Ireland? 
Wilh rugat^ to what may be terrfied the practical part 6f the 
right honourabtc gentleman's speech, though it is very far from 
my wish to enter into a discussion of the various topics contained 

. in it, yet I only follow hira to shew, that, by aitreeing to his 
proposition, however you disguise it hy any spucious name, 
however you gloss it over by any artfu) expression, yon do 
aotbiog less than attempt 'directly to control the legitimate an. 
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thorily of the parliastent of another conatiy, knd to trapaN od 
Ae acknowledged right! of another distinct ]egiilati*e power. 
fiat, taldr^ the honoarable geatleman'i ailments id a different 
paint of Tiew — utaming for a moneut that he hai made oat hi» 
ease in aa incontrOTertible manner, and that he hu folly proved 
to ourBatufaction that the parliancnt of Ireland was, in the year 
1782, inererf respetd competent to perforin its fuactioot, md 
h at this tine directly the reverse, d wbh to know what it th« 
practicaJ conclusion hedraws from my admlRBioo ; and in what 
Banner does ho propose to remore the eril which I tbns suppose 
he ^ai dearly made oat i What remedy. Sir, does he attentpt 
to point out I Daee he give us a tingle idea to gnide os in the 
eiecation of the task wiuch he wishes to impnse oo u« ? It is our 
duty io ioqnire what the principles are on which he invites us to 
proceed ; aod what the pre«.se limits are, within which the subject 
is to be confined. With respect to these questions — and I trnst 
every gmtlenan will readily allow themi to be questions, not onljr 
of great importance, bat of absolute necessity, the right honnnr- 
able gentleman has left us entirely in the dark ; and he appears 
10 Utile impressed with the ui^ency of them, that he has note* m 
binled at them in the whole course of his speech. 

Having, Sir, noticed the first point to which the honourable 
fentlraiiui has called the attention al the house, I now come to 
the other parts on which his obserfaliitDS have been made, relatire 
to the divided state and jarring interests of Ireland. Ue has 
first dwelt on the discanteots of the Ruman catholic!i ; and in 
the next place he has described at some lengdi the grievances of 
the protestants of the nerthfrn parts. He has,, in the redress 
which he proposes to make to both sides, admitted, that con- 
cessions ought to be made to liotb parlies ; and from the state- 
ments of the right honourable gentleman, who thus wishes to 
reconcile opposite claims, I am confirmed in my opinion that be 
only desires, and is eager to effect an alteration in tlie frame of , 
the parliament of Ireland, as far as it may arise out of the ppoa 
tensions of the catholics, and out of the demands of the inha- 
bitants of the north. And here, Sir, 1 feel myself called on to. 
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aotice the declaration made by (he r^ht hooouiable^ 
tbu he wodM nut enter inio thep»licaUrt of the r«cpecfi*« 
discontentB of both parlii's, and yet he iminediatdy after, noU ' 
VithBtanding that declaration, laid before the houM a minuta 
detail of circnmstancei on which I vill not now dwdl, thinking 
as i do, that a discussion of that nature is more calculated to 
inflame t'he minds of many than to prove of any Msenlial serf tee. 
When he came to mentrun the tnbject of relifnon, which hu« 
according to his Ktatemcnti^ praduC4.>d many, of the present dil- 
cobtenls, he cerbunly did not teem very julic'itonB to prciervf 
tbti church ettablishment, and though he doee not wish to addrea* 
the throne furtbeaduptionof any particular line of conduct, it - 
is something singular that he should recommend a measure that 
must altect a great matt of piirate property and cTen injure tba 
chnrch itself. 

Not deeming it necessary to trouble the honse any longer o* 
these particulars, and con Tin c^, as I am, that oeitber we nor 
the crown ran interfere to effect that which, exclusively belong! 
to the parliament of Irdand, I shall make a few observations on 
what has fallen from the right honourable gentleman with respect 
to the rights of which the Roman catholics are possessed, and 
also on the subject of those additional rights which it is h!l 
desire they should yet obtain. He obServtd that the catholics 
.ought to have the general right of voting, of sitting in the legis> 
lative assembly, and of filling the public offices. To this, Sir, 
I answer, that they Are in the actual possession of every other 
right, but that they certainty do not possess the right of voting 
for members of parliament, unless according to qualifications 
prcicribed by lavf. This 1 conceiTe to be the mere state in wladi 
the' catholics are placed. But, says the right honourable gen- 
tleman, enough has not been done to extcud to them cirit and 
religions liberties. Have not concessions of the mostliberiil kind 
been made to tbem lince the revolntiou ; and, during the present 
reign, has not every possible pledge been given to them of real 
Affection and sincere zeal for their best interests on the part of 
the crown?. Uut, Sir, it is curious to remark the detail which 
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the right honourable gentleman propoiei, eren sdmitdag that 
t!ie present subject is a proper one for us to reconimend to the 
tdoption of ihe exccaliTc guTCrnmeat. In (his detail there un- 
questionably arises an inconsistency, which he witi find it no 
easy matter to (to away. He first dectarot that he means t» 
Mtisfy the calhoticB, by conferring on them the power of ToUng 
gener^y. But he immediately adds, that, by purnntHg that mea- 
■nre, we shall not be able to give Ihem any wdght in point of 
potitical liberty ; for, as he maintains that the eleeliTc franchiss 
fa so'mansged in Ireland, thai it is entirely in the power of-cor. 
porations lo beslow or to withhold it, it would consequently be 
impoBsibtc for them to gain any material benefit, or to obtain 
any political infloence, eren if the law, which he himself wishes 
to be passed in their farour, were to take place. It therefore 
appears evident, that the remedy proposed by the right honour, 
able gentleman himself, most be inadequate to meet the eril . 
which he so seriously laments. And it natnrally follows, la I 
hare before had occasion to observe, that the great end of bis 
plan is to alter essentially Ihe whole frame of the constitution of 
Ae l^ielatnre of Ireland. In other words, Sir, Ihe right ho> . 
oourable gentleman proposes an investigation and a scrutiny into 
(he pretensions of the catholics of the Bonth, and of the pro. 
testants of the north, for the express purpose of laying down 
what he considers to be just principles ; and then the parHament 
. of Ireland must be new modelled and revised, in consequence of 
bis previous inquiry. But is it reasonaUc to coll ou the par. 
liameat of England to do that very thing which must not only 
be condemned by the parliament of Ireland, but is not entertained 
in the opinion of even a considerable number of persons ! TPt^ 
Sir, thisqnestion, which calls into doutit the esistenoe of the 
whole coftslitDtion of Ireland, is to be brought forward on mere 
surmise, and without the shadow of atithocify. I say, it does 
not come wittiin the constitutional right which we may possess, 
of controlling the execatire government. It certiiinly docs not 
come within the possibility of any right, which we can possess, of 
interfering in considerations which eictusively belong to a legis. 
laturc totally separate from, and independent of us. i 



:i .V, GoogJc 



nSJ.) PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 285 

The other points which the right honoiirablc gentleman has 
referred to, arc lost, if possible, io more dbscurity than that 
which I have just noticed. TheTaTiausaod claf&ing pretensions 
of the different porliei are so extremely opposite^ tliat it.wQijUl 
be an arduous task to reconcile them. And if, in commtodinj; 
aertun political principles which are acfcaowledged by the 
northerns, be has in his mind principka founded on theFrendi 
doctrine of (he soTcreignty of the people, and intimalely con. 
nected with those refolutionary tenets which have produced ^ncK 
Tast mischiefs (hroughont Earope, I maintain, Sir, that it would 
1^ conlrarj' to the duty of the parliament of Great Britain to 
entertain the motion of the riglit bononrable gentleman, sop. 
ported as it is by tlie speech tf hich he has this night dtliTered. 
There are, Sir, none of tiis considerations, on which we can 
prudently or safely pronounce ; for there are nr>ne of them uhich 
may not exdte such a flame at we shall ncTcr have it in our 
power to extinguish. They inrolve objects most delicate in their 
nature, and dangerous in- tlieir consequences. They embrace 
difficulties of a prodigious extent; and on which 1 shall not 
dwell, as they hare been sufficiently described in the speech of 
the right honourable gentleman, so as to m^ke us shudder with 3 
just apprehension of the fatal and dreadful eifecfs that must 
result from them. I must, therefore, Sir, consider the address 
proposed OS a blind injunction, without any specific extent or 
means of execution. On this short ground I oppose the motion ; 
and, with the conTiction of the dangers that must arise from the 
adoption of it, with the Bolem,n recognition of the independence 
of the parliament of Ireland, with a just sense of our duty that 
others may not in thtir tun be wanting tO us, I cannot enter, 
tain 0. doubt bnt that the motion will be rejected by a consider, 
able majority of the hon^ 

Tie motion wu rejected i 
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Kfr. Snt IDA H, conforDiibly to tliE neticc lit hti given on i former day, 
OiBcd the sttcntlon of ihe Houieto the subjccl ef making further *dmic« )• 
Ac EiDpenR- of German;; conctadh^ hia obacrmiaiu irit}) moTing the fd< 
loving tooltUon : '' That lh« H«sk wiU rntdye iiKlf into ■ Committee of 
(&e whole HouM, to inquire whether it n coniii'ent with a due regard to th« 
CMenttal interests of ttiii country, that, under the preient ci cumjtaacei^ aof 
{unbcT Icuin or adTVicei thoold be made to his Imperial Majeitj." 

]^, Pitt MM, » soon M thcnMiiKiwUTMdi 

The Speech of the hononrable geatlemsn, wlio liu just at 
down, varied so much from his motitfn, and there waa So Iftlle 
lesembtance with (he opiDtons he adranced, and the prapoeiltos 
with which Tie concluded, that I find it eitranely difficntt to 
adopt a train of argument which will bear upon both at one time. 
The argument of the honourable gentleman, which he pretended 
to fonnd upon a long detail of circnm stances, in his opinion un- 
deniable in point of fact, and certainly, if they are true, verj* 
serious in their nature, pointed to a conclusion, in whidi, he 
premised that the house would betray (heir trust to their con< 
stitucnis, if they did not join, and from which, if (hey vestured 
to dissent, he apprehended the most fatal consequences would 
ensue to the country. He stated the subject now under discn$> 
sion, BS one not to be hung up or suspended, not as one upon 
which information ought to be collected, and mature deliberation 
Oercised before a decision was passed ; but he described it witfi . 
^I that richness of imagery and aptness of alluiion of which heis 
so much master ; with even multiplied illustrations, as one on 
which a moment's delay ought not to be permitted, and on whidi 
to hesitate was to sacrifice the best intore^ls of the nation. It * 
was a case, according to him, in which patience led to death. I 
must observe, in setting out, however, that his analogies, how- 
e»er Tarious and beantifnl, were not »ery appropriate. He re- 
presented the absurdity of inquiring into the nature of the instnu 
■tent by which a wound was inflicted^ before bandages and styp- 
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tks wett applied, and tiie inmu^ of waiting for the coronet** 
inquest upon s penon drovned,' before tke meaai recommended 
hf the nnrnanB Society were nied for his recovery. ,He forgot, 
howerer, that hii motion, u calculated to operate npon (ha 
political malady of the atate, did not correspond tfith the steps 
which ought to be tshen in the first instance with a persoo 
wonndod or drowned. In order to make the allusion accnrale, 
his argument should have it^ed, that the continuance of remit* 
tances to the emperor wenid produce an inability in the bank to 
make good' thdrmmey payments; or, supposing that inability to 
hare just arisen, he shonU hare shewn, that the measure recom- 
mended in his motion wis the best wbidi could be adopted to 
remore that inability. It^ao happens, howerer, unfortunately 
for the accuracy of hiaallurion, that money payments have been 
tnspended at the bank for a considerable tune ; that an order of 
couoril was bsued as the best remedy at the moment for. the diffi- 
culties of tiie.btnk ; that this suspension Ims been reci^reed by 
ihe honse of commons ; and that the te^slature, anxious to devise 
the beet mode of restoring the credit of that corporation by rein* 
stating it in its former situation of solvency, has thought proper^ 
as a fit preliminary to that deliberation, to appoint a secret com- 
mittee to inquire into the ctaset of its embarrassments. This ii ' 
the true state of the question. 

The honourable gentleman, in his argument, rcprennted 1^ 
notion as essential to the very being of the bank, and of the 
country, and as one from which the bouse cannot withhold it! 
assent without sealing their own reproach and infamy, by sacri- 
fiaug every trust which has lieen del^ated to them hy the nation ; 
end when the motiou wu read, it turned out to be nothing mor* 
than an ambiguous attempt to make them pronounce iodireetly 
M Opinion upon a subject, upon which they were not yet in 
possession of information sufficient to enable them to pass a fair 
•ud just decidon. For though the case was of such a nature, ae 
Npresuted in bis speedi, that it conid adnut of neither doubt 
Mr delay, his motion went to nothing more than the appoint* 
WBt of ft csomittea to ioqnirc into the circnnitanees counectad 
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with if. Does die honoarable fratleiMn mt&n dot tbehouM 
sbould now mol*e iltclf into thai committee, aoA report to« 
night? irihiij^ hb intention, where wo'old be the candour of 
the procpeding in reapect of tt^ose who wish for further infonna- 
tion, HDd vbo ace nnwilKng to detlw an opinion till that in- 
formation is collected t If he docs not mean that the house should 
now resolve itself into this committee, theft I object to the ino> 
tion as ambignons, disingenuoos, and nncandidi as capable frote 
its nature of being understood two ways, and as tending to mis- 
lead the house upon the subject on whidr they are calladupon to 
decide, Tbe honourable gentleman knows, and the hooM must 
be aware, that every question wbicb respects Ibe disposal 
of tbe public money must be agitated io a committee of tbe 
■whtAe house, so that whether Ibe bouse may think it proper to 
give their sanction to^tht honourable gcsitleman's a^nmeut or 
not, it must be in a committee of that desciiptioa which the 
snbjpct will erentnally come before, and in which their decision 
will be finally given. There is this difference^ howeTer, that 
at present thky are not in possession of that degree of inform- 
ation which is necessary for them to decide upon a questioo of 
so much importance ; whereus they will then have the materials 
before-them, i'rom which snch iofoEDialion is to be collected. If 
the honourable gentleman contends that the information of which 
they are at present in possession, is sufficient to enable thna to 
form acorrcct judgment of what ought, orof what onght notto 
be done, why does he not more them to come to an immediate 
decision without going into a committee at alt ? In short, it was 
as Buperfluoos in one view, as it it inconsistent and contradictory - 
in another. I should not think that the house will consider it 
to be their duty to sanction the opinions of (he honourable gen> 
tleman, upon a riew of their general policy and expediency, far 
less that they .will decide upon a Eubject of so much importance, 
with tbe scanty means of informaiion now in their power; but if 
tlKy mean tb comply with &t real object of the motion and the 
true wishes of, the merer, let them do it in a fair and manly way, 
and not by assenting to « motion a* ambigaoiis ui its nature as 
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perfidious in its designs. This much I thought it right to uy 
upon the narratv shape of the motion ; and hating said so much 
upon theqaestion iinmediiitely before the house, it is the less 
ncccs.sary for me to dvcll long upon the train of argument wlucEi 
{n'efaced t:he proposition on which it turns. 
' Though I 'diSer very 'Considerably from the honourable gen- 
tleman on many of the topics on which he touched, I entirely 
igree with him on tiie gcncr-iL importance of the subject. I agree 
iftth him in thinking that it is connected ,not only with the fate 
of a great and powerful etaipire, but with the general fate and 
destiny of the world; but in proportion to its magnitude, ought 
to be the cantioD of this house in deciding upon it on iiar< 
row and tonfined principles. That theEO are domestic con- 
siderations which are highly roonieatoas, I readily admit, but 
I would remind the house that there may be a narrow mode of 
looking al^ them. Without attending to the circumstaace of our 
having a greatand powerful enemy to contend with, flushed with 
success, and ambitious of conquest, with means of bringing into 
the field more numerous armies than perhaps ever were known, 
aud without attending to Ihe'circumstance of our insular situation, 
which in time of war renders a continental diversion of great 
consequence to our cxterrial security; but considering it merely 
«s a question to be decided upon the principles of economy, and 
calculating the .effect, which granting pecuniary remittances to 
> liis imperial majesty at (he prescm moment, has a tendency to 
produce upon pablic credit,, upon the success of the war, and in 
accelerating the period and improving the terms of peace, I have 
tao hesitaliou in pronouncing an opinion, that the result of this 
'calculation will be, that this country, by sending pecuniary assis- 
tance to her magnasimous tuid faithful ally, will adopt the best 
mode of consulting real economy, of restoring public credit, of 
prosecufiBg the w^, whHe. war is necessary, with advantage, 
and of securing a speedy and honourable issue to the contest. 
Were the house therefore to be driven to a decision upon the 
lobjecl, I should state this as my clear opinion ; but by deferring 
liiat decision tiil they hare the means a£ iofo^matloa more fully 
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berore them, the influence of my piihiioir, I firmly believe, wiH 
be supcnedcd by their own coii*iction, and on tHat account I 
am happy that the honourable ^ntlcman Joej not mean to pre«» 
it to an ultimate decision to-night. The moiv the subject is 
discussed, the fei*er doubts will be left spon the mimh of geir. 
flcmen of the propriety of the measure, and the morer the cir. 
rumstances of the case are investigated and analyzed, the mors 
will the opinion uf its policy and urility be coo&nned. As an 
opportunity for this discuestoa will hereafter oceur, I do not 
think it nerassaT7 now to enrter much ftt length upon the different 
topics connected with it. 1 shall, therefore, onlysay afew words 
on each of them. 

In the first place let ns try its merits tS'S measure of -economy* 
And here I must remind the house that the honrounble gentlca 
man, by his own cunfcssion, does not bring f»Twsid the ppopo.' 
sition as an indirect mode of forcing gofernmcnt to concfude a 
peace by disarming the country. The question therefore isj 
whether, as a mode of carrying on the war, thsadrantsgewMcflt 
h likely to arise to this country from the co-operation of the 
emperor, secured by her pecuniary aid, is an equiTatent for the 
temporary inconTcnience which the public may sastadn in coDse> 
quence of sending these remittances ? To estimate the advan- 
tages with the inconTcnienccs ia very diSicalt. But, in the* out- 
set, I must set right an Bssumption of the honourable gentlemaa 
respecting the difference of this country granting or withhtridiog > 
penmiary assistance from her ally. The dtflierence (which of 
itself is no small one) is iiot merely whether we are to carry ob 
an offensive or defensive war ; this is one consideration, but it 
is not the only one. The honourable gentleman may talk in at 
high terms as he will of French enthusiasm and French gallaDtry, 
but he cannot deny, at least he caanot in justice deny, an equal 
tribute of applause to Austrian valour and Austrian heroim. If 
we. review the campaigns of the war, it is impossible to fiad ia 
bistory instances «f greater prow^ in the soldier, o( more ac. - 
tomplished talents in the general, or of more true magnanimity 
' in tke lOTertign, tkan what they hard esbibtt«d. But the r». 
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souite^ of his imper'a' majesty are in such asitualjoti, that, with ' 
lil his, zeal to perscrerc in the contest, aiid all his honour ia 
keeping his engagements witli his allies, he Cannot put the full 
ITorce of his dominions in action without pei:iini3ry assistance. 
Will any man then tell mc that, if we cut off all hope of this- 
itssisiaacc, he may not be able to perseTe/e in his exertions ? 
Will any man tell me Ihat, if there were no military diTergions 
treated upon the Rhine or in the Tyrol, on the north or on the 
South of France, her qtimerous armies would not be employed 
In mcuacin|[ our t^dtory, and perhaps in inrading our coasts? 
Or will any man tell me that if W6 withhold pecuniary assistance 
from tile emperor, |hat refasal^may not lAid to a Separate pcacs 
between Germany atad France i The difference, then, is not 
Carrying on a di-funsive instead of nn offensive war, but'it bear* 
Tying oa a war solely on your .part, without any distance to aid 
your efforts, or any diversion t» divide the force of the enemy> 
iitstead of carrying on the war as at present, in conjunction with 
an ally whose exertioQs are ahle to resist the whole military 
power of France, while your £eets are occupied in protecting 
your trade and extending your foreign dominions. And do not 
tfie advant^es which we enjoy, as they may be estimated from 
Utis short and simple statement, iliCinitciy more than counterba- 
lance any temporary inconvenience that we may sustain from 
the pnede in which ihey ate procured ? The honourable gentle* 
bian toek occasion to lntro<luce the subject of a report from a 
Rcret conmilteo of which he is a member, hut which is not yet 
before the housev I«ho«td wish, therefore, that the house will 
wait till .the report is produceil, and not repose implicit confi- 
dence in any of the statements made by the honourable gentleman. 
I do not know whether the peace establishment came under, tha 
inquiry or calculation of that committee, "j rather think that it 
Could not immediately come under their investigation. But 
Whether it did or not, I am happy to assure the house that 
bo such result, nor any thing approaching to it, will be found > 
to arise out of a fair eiaminatioa of the circumstances of tbo- 
VOUtttry. 

02 
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But I End T am discussing the qncstlon on groands, on which 
1 ouglit not to object to it. Upon tl)e trajit of argument nbiclr 
I was before pursuing, it is easy to shew that, if we dtf not itl^ 
tend to lay down our arms, if we mean to continue any method 
of exertion, if it be our with to &e in a situation to persevere in 
hostilities, if hostilities are iKccssnTy from tlic orerbearing pride 
and unjust pretensions of the enemy, it canaot be a measure of 
ctonotny to abandon the plan' of aiailing oursoEves of the co-0|)e-> 
ration of hiffimperial majesty l>y contributing ntoircy to his as- 
sletaoce. When we constik'r the amount of tltc expense, anil 
fhe magnitude of the' service^ there is no ground of comparison 
between them ! Upon what data docs the'honouraUc gentleman 
acsumc that the measure wiTt lead to any ^Scrcnce of cxpeose' 
at air? He may consider the war as nnjiist as it was unneces- 
sary, and as ilt.conductcd in its {trooess as it was groundlessljr 
nnderta&en : he may, if he pleases, think that the FrcHch were 
vight in every thing in which tfau country thought them wron^, 
but be does irot contend that we should tMsd^ throw downr 
nur arms and make nncDndidonuT submtsston. to the' enemy. 
Orcrlooking, then, the consideration of additional security aris- 
iag from the cD>operation of the emperof, and the cfiectsof that 
co-operatioa acting upon the spirit, die trade, the mimuractitres, 
3la(i the population of the country ; orerlookiog, I say, thcse- 
eontideralions (and surely when I pot them aside none will Sup- 
pose that I view them as trifling or nnimpOTtant) let him calcu- 
fotc the additional direct expense which it requires to protect 
eur coasts from a Tigilaiit and enterprizing foe,, who would hAv& 
nothing to do b'nt to molest his only remaining enemy. Redu^ 
the public expenses as much as yon can^ andi let the ioevifable 
burthens of thewar be allcTiat^ as much as posslUc by vdl 
judged economy in the diflerent brandies c^ the public service ; 
but be not so weak or sa treacherous to yourselres as to blot out 
one part of an estimate under pretonce of economy, while fov 
create another service which must be provided for at a mucb 
\Ar^T expense, and which would tend to aggravate the etif 
vhich it is youE utteDtton to cure^ 
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The hononralile gentleman daes not recommend hh motion, 
er rather he does not ground Iu9 o]iposition to the me&sure here- 
after to be proposed npon the tendency of this 0|ipo8itioD, to 
Bcccli^nte tlie restoration of peace. This, howiTer, U an objeqt 
which on no pdilical qnestion ought to be set out of view, and 
' therefore I shall say a fen words upon the subject in this point 
of light. .Of those ivho wish for peace, there are two classes. 
Tticre arc some, and of these a very mimeious body, uho arc 
desirous for peace, as soon as peace can ha obtained on safe 
and hononmble terms. To such it must be clear that the object 
of their wishes eannut be secured by laying ts'iAe the means of 
action. 13ut there are others, and (he hoaouruUlc gentleman 
may be one, who are of opinion that, for the altaiumciit of 
peace, there are no terms which we oaght not to accept, no law 
to which we ought not to submit. Even those who entertain 
' these humiliating ideas, would he guilty of insanity, were they 
to add to the degradation by laying a£ide one of the weapons to 
which they have to trnst for the acquisition of thvir darling ob. 
jcct. Such conduct would betray a desire not only to take 
. any terms which the enemy might be pleased to dictate, but to 
take CYcry means to render these terms as bad as possible. It is 
evident, then, that the measure in agitation affects the question 
of peace, both as it depends upon the period of its restoration, 
and the terms on which if may lie concluded.- Did the reason- 
ings upon the subject leave any doubt as to the fact, the conduct 
of the enemy tlirough (he whole course of the war would put 
the matter beyond all qubstiuii. 

Having said so much upon the topics of economy and (he 
return of peace, I proceed to advert to it as a means of restoring 
public credit. Now, what docs the hononrablc gentleman here 
assume ? lie assumes, that the great operating cause of (he pre- 
sent embarrassments has been foreign remittances ; and upon (his 
assumption, he nbjeels to any further oitianccs being made to the 
emperor. In this view of the subject,. I shall beg leave to throtr 
out a few suggestions, which w ill lead not only to a conclusion 
different from his, but to a conclusion directly opposite. 

!l'he bun Durable gentleman has had the goodness to give me 
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intimation, that he lias Bomc serious charges to prefer- against 
me. Of couree, I shall probably haye opportunities enough ifk 
futnre of explaining my own conduct ; apd *tith the decision Q,f 
the house I shall most willingly aWde, whatcjer that decisio;i 
may be. As this U not the subjoft of dliiciissiun on this night, 
perhaps it is improper in me to «ay-ariy thing upon it. I woiiI4 
only beg leave to obserre, that the ppotcd papers, open which 
the honourable genllcman conimentod, pontain the written re- 
presentations of the bank, and, >t is ^dt4, my ai^swcrs. The^ 
snswcrs, howerer, were not gifcn in writi^g^ and what is the^e 
printed under this title, is merely minute; of what passed b^ 
tween me and the governor an4 deputy-gOTornor of the bank, 
reported for the perusal ' Oif the b3Tik-directo,FS, without having 
teen previously submitted to. my exaniinalian ; nor did I ^a 
much as see them till just before they were printed. The ho. 
nonrable gcntlemao argues, that advances to the cnpcror we^e 
calculated to produce ruinous consequences, that r.uioous coa- 
tequences did ensue, therefore, that the advances made to the 
empcrxtr were productive of ruinous consequences. This is very - 

- short' logic: but if he will not believe it to be false upon lay a^- 
thorily, if it is not too much to ask, let I;im compare it with iq. 
formation, la order to m^kc his concjusinn good, he must shejv 
that the remittances mi^c to the emperor actually did dimini^ 
the cash in the b^nk, and that the. is^ne of th^ order in council 
was occasioned by the diminution produced by these remittance}. 
If it shouldappear that these. advances did' not occasioi^ any dimi- 
nution of cash at the time that tbey were made; on the contrary, 
that the balance of cash rather increased, and that the mischief so 
much and so justly lamented arose froip the operation of cau^ 
widely differcpt, then, in justice as well as prudence, the honfe 
ought not to ascribe an eyil to a caus9 different from that in 
which it originated. 

The hon.O'ir^ble gentleman preferred another charge againjst 
me, which I heard without much dism^ — thst I had persisli^ 

. in sending money to the emperor when I was aware that l^a 
bank, from thu line «f canditct I was pursuing, was appruuj^ 



,:,:kv, Google 



irB7.3 PARLTAMENTART speeches. 29* 

ing to a state of iEi«ol«ency. Thb, egaio, he takes forgranted 
wllliotit an]' inrorimation upaa the subject. If it ekould turn 
out that, dnriag the whole period that these remittances were 
■aad«, so far was I from biriaj; aware of the approaching dilli. 
ciilties of the bank, that hy the euccossfvl operation of cam- 
snerce, the balance of eichange for all that tune was in favour 
af this conntfy, insomueh that, if these circnmstaoces had c«n> 
tinued, the slate of the bank would at this day haie been grow, 
ing better, the hsnourabte gentleman will suruly not persist in 
the acaisation,,wheD he finds that the grouad on which it wai 
preferred 'a wholly and completely fallacious. The premises the 
hononrable gentleman may wish to betaken on trust; but to 
this I object,<not wishing to supersede his position by any aa< 
eertion of my ova, but merely because the house arc not ia 
{lOBsession of materials from which they can infer whether it be 
true or false. When these materials arebefore tliem, perhaps 
it may be found that the mischief arose from remittandes of cash^ 
which were sent to Ireland to a greater extent than usual, and 
to local alarms in this couotry, which caused a great run upon 
the bank for sonic time before the order in council was issued. 
This is aJl the answer which J think I need give to the honour, 
ftble gentleman's charge of misrepresentation, 

I have only a word more to say respecting an expression in 
the speech from the throne ^ttbc opening of the present session. 
In that speech his Majesty was ^liscd to state, that the re> 
fources of the country were equil to every enertion — an expres- 
sion founded certainly nut upwi a knowledge of the balance of 
cash or bullion at. that rime in the bank, but upon the surrey of 
tbc general state of trade and manufactures of th« kingdom. 
Our trade and manufacture certainly depend in a considerable . 
degree upon the stability^of public credit, which is tntccworen 
with the iiidependisnce of the country. To preserve that inde> 
pendence* then, is necessary aboye all things to the rtsloratioa 
of public credit ; and, next to the preserration of this indepen-* 
^ence, is the prcreption of the danger of a futnre run upon the 
If^k. Ad^ here wc ma^ look at the question in two jiointi «( 
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view. Ijtt us Srst look at the best way to procure the greatest 
quantity of cash ; and, if tho subject h fairly viewed, I do not 
despair of conviQcing the hoase that the remittance of a sum tor 
the emperor, instead of ohslmcting and impeding the infltix. of 
cash into tlio kingdom, will accelerate and increase it. I wilt 
grant that, if colJatoral circumstances did not vary, the balance 
in oar favour would be diminished precisely in proportion 1o the 
Rum sent abroad. But will it be contemlt^d, that abandoning an 
ally would have no effect upon tho markets of Europe, and that 
sndi a step, were it taken by this country, would n&.t isfiacnce 
any itf the atenues of her commerce f, Siich a position is so ab, 
Burd and untenable, that it waulJ be an Insult on the good sensa 
of the honsc to spend thefr time in combating it. But a proAt* 
able trade depends not only on the slate of the purchaser to re« 
ceire, but of the seller to send. And need I ask what eScet it 
wouldliaTe upon the zeal, the spirit, the industry, and, conse^ 
quently, -the trade and manufactnres of the conntry, were our 
coasts to be incessantly threatened by the whole concentred forca 
of France, which would be the case were the emperor oblige^ 
in consequence of our refusing to aid him with money, to coiu 
elude a separate peace with our common enemy J When the 
subject, therefore, is viewed 'm this light, who is so short sightei| 
as not-lo see, that the inconvenience which niay arise from pre- 
sent exertion would be much more than counterbalaneed by the 
pressure of subsequent eveivts ? If the argumeat be admitted iD 
one case, there is no possible case to whidt it may not be ap- 
plied. In short, it may be argued upon the same grounds^ 
tiiaC, as soon as yoa experience the difficulties arising from a 
drwn of cash, yon must give up all yanr foreign connexions, 
and, upon this principle, yon o^ught to withdraw your protection 
from all your possessions in the East and West Indies,. Of these 
possessions, for instance, it might be, siud, "True, they have 
been accounted extremely valuable, they have yielded • reat pro. 
fits, the produce of them has formed a great article of commerce, 
and been the~canse of a rast influx of wealth into the conntry, 
but in time of war they pot us to an expense ; ne will sn^Q 
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tl»«refore in fntiire tlie expense of protection." But how ? By 
lacrificing all Ihe present and future advantages which might flow 
froin the possesiion ol them. Precise); the same argument will 
apply to an ally. 

Bnf if the reasoning is just in the view of prociirinf an iuflsx 
of cash from abroad,- how miich stronger is it iu the view of pro- 
moting circulation at home, which is fully as necessary for th? 
restoration of the credit of the bank as (he other I If our forciga 
commerce would be affected by the abandonment of an ally, hoir 
much more would our internal situation bs affecled by the pres* 
sure which wpuld naturally result from an enemy increasing ia 
strength in a direct ratio to our inability to resist his efforts! 
Would not the natural consequL'nce fao a new alarm, accompa- 
nied with a disposition to hoard? And thss the immediata 
cause of the mischief would be rcnewtd. I trust that, though 
there might be some cause for the late alarm, it ia now almost 
gone by ; and I am convinced, (hat the more the state of the 
country is inquired into, the less ground there is for desponden- 
cy, or the apprehension of any danger which EngUalimen may 
sot boldly meet with the fortitude which belongs to the national 
character. While our object is however to remove alarm, and 
to restore the public credit, is it wise or prudent to court a great- 
er alarm ? Can it be cx])ected that the cAects of Ihe greater 
would be less scriouathan of the slighter alarm, or that even the 
same effects would not do much more harm ? Those, then, 
-who took to the restoration of public credit in the bank of Eng., 
]and as their favourite oliject, should be the last persons to coun- 
teract a measure which has an obvious tendency to produce that 
event to which their wishes and. their endcaTOurs tend : and hoiT 
the honourable gentleman can claim the benefit of the argu- 
ment drawn ffom his subject, I haVe yet to learq, nor can [ 
eren guess, 

" There is still another topic left, upon which I feel myself Im. 
pelled to say a few words, namely, the additional security tha,t 
vould be given to credit by the restoration of peace. Whether 
-ttt« best mode of obtaining peace is to. run the risk of losing the 
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aid or t^e emperor, is a question upon .wliich there exists .but 
little foabt. We hare seen long ago that tlio uDlform object of 
the enemy's policy has been to disunite us from our ally. > This 
design has maaifested itself in the course of several negociattOQS 
and discussions, and wc hare seen a similar policy too success. 
fullj;. practised with oUier powers who were formerly leagued with 
lis against France, and who have beeiuseduccd, some into a nen. 
tratity, others info open hostility against us. She has publicly 
^nd repeale«IIy declared her wish to malce a separate peace with 
Austria, that she might "be enabled to dictate terms to us, or to 
carry on the war a^nst this country with greater effect. It is 
but very lately th^ we have heard that France has, a short time 
ago, made distinct overtures of peace to the emperor to tlie ex- 
elusion of this country, and that he, with his accustomed hooonr 
and good faith, instead of accepting of them, communicated 
them to the court of St. James's, and reiiewed his declaration to 
the enemy, tbM he wpuld not conclude a peace except in con< 
junction with Great Britain, justly persuaded that no ji^ce-can 
jbe concluded on a permanent foundatioD, t>ut one founded upon 
111 due rt^ard to the iitdividval claims, aad the comtnoQ interest) 
pf the different powers of Europe, 

Patting apart, therefore, the obligatioiu of gratitude and 
honour, it muit be obrious to every one whose views arc not 
confined within the narrowest and most contracted limits, that 
the best mode of attaining the di^irable object of peace b, to per- 
severe in making a coninion cause with the emperor, aqd BidiD|[ 
him with those qieans which his pwn dominions do not fornish, 
b»t with which the resources of (Ills country enable us to supply 
him. It is fur this house Iq dctc^miite whether they will give 
■ncccss to the intrigues of the enemy, which have hitherto been 
frustrated by the t]dejity ai)4 magqaiiimity of our ^ly, or whether 
they will persevere in (hose measuras, which are most likely to 
bring the contest to a sitfe and honourable issue. To their jndg> 
fuent and their spirit I leave the decision, convinced that they 
will act in a manner becoming the representatives of a great and 
powerful nation. On Ihcst; grounds I tl(Lql( there \s pa us« iw 
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coun(eit3i)cing (he present measure, and as it does not cntnmit 
the house tvgiTB v^y op\a\oo uf)oq tbp subject, I sli^U giTC M 
fay negatJTe. 

file loolutioDwuDe^llnd, 

Ayes 8j 



May 26, 1707. 

Mr. GiiT, in punnancd of the □□ti'^e he had previotsly g!*en, thii dif 

hrought forward hii prupc»itioii for a Reform in Parliimenc, caocluding; bil 
Ipecch with moving, for leave to bring In a biU to amend (he represcntuiov 
pf the people in the House of Commons. 
After'the motion hjd bfea Mcouded b^ Mr. Ertklne, Mr, Pitt roae-i 

Feeling, Sir, as I dfl, the danger with which the present pri>- 
position is atlemtcd, upon the gruimds upon which it hag been 
suppoTtftJ, and in the circunistaect's in4vhich jt has been brought 
forward, I am vrj diairows, as caxly *? possible in the debat^ 
to state the reasons hy whictf 1 am detenained to give it my most 
^ecidt'd opposition. The honotirablegeatlernqn who introdnccd 
the motioTt) began wilh dUdairaing very distinclly, a nd, as far 
as ho went, very satisfactorily, atl those abstract prlnciptea of 
imprescriptible [ight, a|t Ihaac doctrines of the rights of man, oa 
which those withont doors, who are most eager in their profes- 
sions of atia(:hmpnt Iq the cause which he now supports, rest the 
proprivtv of their dcmai|d, and upon which alone they would bs 
pontenfe^ with any species of parliamentary reform. The ho. 
pourable gentleman denies the truth of that principle wJ)ich pre- 
fcribes any particular form of governncnt, as that whicii is es- 
sential 10 freedom ; or that Unircrsai sitlFr^c is necessary to civil 
fibcrty ; or ihat k eten must depend upon that light which the 
feyolution of France has let in upon the world, but from which 
jjOi^CTcr, he derives hopes of bo Hiuch adtanlag^ to the geiicr^ 
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happiness of manl(ind. But, in disclaiming these ticws of tho 
question, anJ in placing it npon the footing of the practical be- 
nefit it was calculated to produce, the honourable gentleman did 
not slate al) the considerations by which the conduct of a wise 
Btatcsman was to be regulated, and the judgment of art upright 
ECiiatorto be guided. The qnestion is not mcrelj, whethcrsome 
alteration miglit or might not be ulleiiJod ivilh advantage; but it 
is the degree of ad I an tage which that alteration is likely to effect 
in the shape in which it is introiluccd ; the iniscliiuf which may 
be occasioned from not adopting the measure, and the chance, on 
tire other hand, of producing by the alteration an ellect upon those 
to whom you give way, Tcry diSurcnt from that which had induc- 
eJ, you to hazard the experiment. These arc the considerations 
■ wiiich the subject ought to embrace, and the Tiews upon which 
impartial men- must decide. 

Before we adopt the conclusions of tlie rii^ht honourable gen- 
tleman, we Lave a riglit, it is even imposed upon iis as a duty, 
io take into our iie\r as a leading object, what probability there 
is by encouraging the particular mode of attaining that uaion| 
or of cfTecling that separation of the friends of moderate reform, 
aud the determined enemies to (he conslitulion, which they 
conceive it calculated to produce ; wo must consider the danger 
of introducing an oil of a much greater magnitude than that 
we are now desirous to repair ; and how far it is prudent to give 
an opening for those principles which aim at nothing less than 
the total annihilation of the constitution. The learned gentlc< 
man who seconded the motion said, that those who formerly 
supported parliamentary reform had sown the seeds of that 
eagerness for parliamentary reform, which was now displayed, 
and of the principles on which it was now pressed ; he thiuks 
that those, who bate ever supported the cause of parliamentary re- 
"■form upon grounds of practical advantage, must not ojjpose those 
who have nothing in common with thtm, but the name of reform, 
making that the cover /or objects widely dilTerent, in order to 
■upport that pretence which they assume upon principk's diamc> 
trically opposite to tfaosc upon which the true friends to tho 
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cause of reform ever proceedeil. Will the honouralile geaUemaa 
who made, or ttic learned gentleman who seconded the motion, 
lay, that those men hJio contend, as an in dispensable point, for 
univeisal suffrage ;— that those who hold doctrines which go to 
the extinction of cTery branch of the constitution, because thejr 
think itcotiTeoicnt to avail themselves of the pretence of parlia' 
Bientary reform, as the first step towards the attainment of their 
own views, and as facilitating their progress ; — that those who, 
tbo ugh they condescended to take advantage of the co-operation 
of those who support the cause of rcforai in this house, yet have 
never applied to parliament, and who would not even recdfe 
as a boon, what they contend for as a right ; — can itserionsly be 
said, that such men as these hare embarked in the cause, or 
feaTC proceeded on the principles of those, wh<t upon far difie> 
Tent grounds, and for far different objects, have moved thiA 
important question ? Will they say, that those men- have 
adopted the principles, or followed the course, of those who for- 
merly have agitated the cause of rcforin, who have avowedly bor- 
/owed their political creed from the doctrines of the Rights of 
Man, from the writings of Thomaa Paine, from the monstrous ■ 
nnd detestable system of the French jacobins and and aiTiliated so> 
cietics, from that proud, shallow, and presumptuous philosophy, 
which, pretending to communicate new lights t9 mankind, 
lias carried theoretical absnrdity higher than the wild imag^ 
HBlions of the most extravagant tisionaries ever conceived, and 
earrled practical evil to an extent which no age or history has 
equalled ? Will it be said that those men pursued only that 
practical advantage, vhich a reform upon prin(iiplcs consonant 
to the British constitution was cxkulated to afford, who saw 
without (potion the detestable theories of the jacobins deve- 
toped in the dcatrnctive ravage which marked their progress, anil 
their pra£licttt effects in the bloody tragedies which were acted 
en^he theatre of France, and who still adhered to their systenr 
fif iadefeasiUe right, when they satv such overvrhelming proof» 
efits tl^oretic^ fa'sebood, and of its baleful tendency? Will 
it be believed that those men are actuated by pclndiples )E0»- 
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konant (o the spirit of Ihti Brilisli constifutlott, wli6, with tKB 
*icr])tioti of the pretence of parliamentary refurm, adopted att 
"the forms of French political pyslertis, whtt followed theirt 
through all their conseqiicaccs^ who looked upon the ratagft 
wl)K:h tlwj spread through all laws, religion, and property* 
ifilhaut shrltiking froit) thrif practical eflVct, ftnd who de^neS 
the hofrorswith whidh it was atteniled, as the trinmphs of thdt 
Bystemf Can we hrliete, that men who remained unmorcd by tho 
dismal,cxample whrilh their }M-inciples hail produced; whose pretend 
iioBs rose antt fell with the success or the decline of jacobinbm in 
erery part of the world, were eVer actuated by a similarity ofmot 
tives and of objocts, with those who p'roseCUlcd the Oause of reform 
BS 3 praclicai adTantage, and maintnined it liport conslilUtisnd 
views! The ulmost point of difference, iitdeetl^ that ever Snb^ 
listed between (hose who. siippovtcd, aitd those who opposed thi 
qacstion of reform, preTious to the French revolutiobj which 
fonns a new era in politics, and in the history of the world, wai 
union and concert in comparison with the views of those whs 
maintained thatvquestion upon grounds of expeiliency, and thos* 
who assert it as a matter of ngTiti 

Ifhe question then was, with those who Contended for rcfortil 
on grounds of expediency, whether the means proposed went 
calculated to infuse new vigour into the Constitution ? Th^ob* 
Ject with those who aifcct a parliamentary reform upon Frenck 
principles, is the shortest way to compass its utter desfnictioni 
From the period when the new and alarming era of the French 
Involution brokc~in upon the world, and the doctrines' which it 
tthcred into light laid holit of the minds of meu, I foQud that 
the grounds upon which the question retted were estentiaUy and 
fundamentally altered. Whaleier may have iieen my farmer 
opinion, am I to be told that I am incoosisfent, if I feel f)iat it - 
is expedient to forego the advantage which any altcratiotj may be 
cakniatcd to produce, .rather thanalTurdaa inlet to principles 
with which no compromise can bo made; rather than hazard 
the utter annihilation of a system under which this coonlry has 
fltturlsbqd in its prosperity, by which it has been lupported U 
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its Eultcrsitj, and hy the energy and vignnr of which it has been 
enabled to recoTcr fruin the difficulttea aod distresses, with 
nhich it has bad to contend ? In the warmth of argament upon 
this subject, the honourable and karned grnfleman has con- 
ceired himself at liberty to asEume a proposition, which was not 
only unsupported by reasoning, Init even contradicted by hi» 
own statemenlB, The learned gentleman assaMed that it was 
necessary tu adopt the moderate rerons proposed, in order jo 
separate those whom (utii a plan would satisfy, from those who 
would be satisfied with none ; but who, I eoatend, b^ means of 
this, would only labour to attain the complete object of their 
wishes in the annihilation of tbu constitution. Those men who 
treat parliameat as an wsurpatioo, and monarchy as an InTHsion 
of the rights of raaji, would not recdye a rttform which was not 
th; recognition of their right, and which they would consider 
as Titiatcd if conyayed in any other shape. Though such men had 
arailed themsdves of the aid of those who supported parliamcn. 
tary reform on othergrpunds, would tiiey be coatentcd with ttiia 
species of reform as an ultimate object ? , 

But does the honourable and learned gentleman mean to a»~ 
lame that these who Ste tlte friends of moderate reform, (and 1 
know not bow such a wish has been expressed at all) must re« 
main coofounded with those whom no reform will satisfy, un- 
less some measnie like the present is adopted ? Where has such 
a wish for moderate reform been expressed ! If thosowho aT» 
eiea thought to entertain sentiments favourable to that cause^ 
haTe cherished them in silence, if they have abstained front 
pressing tbem at a moment when they would have served only to 
promote the liews of those who wished to anuihilata, not to 
leform, is it to be apprehended that any ill effects will snsne, 
unless you adopt some expedient to distinguish the moderate 
leforme; from the desperate foe t Yet this is the main argu* 
ment of the learned gentleman, which he has put into a thousand 
different shapes. I do not believe, howerer, that the temper 
of moderate reformers will lead them to malie common caus« 
with the irrecoDcilcable enemies of ike, constilution. If ther^ 
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arc reatly many irtio may be Tanked as moderate reformera, it is 
at least probable tliat they feel-thc force of the danger^ whicli I 
hare ctated ; that they think It wiser to clwck their wishes tlian 
to risk the Inlet of jacobin princi]>Ies, and the imprudence of 
Affording; to the eneinics of the constitution the tneaas of accom- 
]^lishiug 1(8 destruction. Has there been, bowerer, any dcCisiire 
Aanifestalion of their desires, or ii there reason to believe, that, 
disappointed in their wistics, they will be immediately drivea 
. beyond the tMxinds of duty to the constitution ? If there is no 
iccarity tl»at those, whose \iews have Already pointed beyond 
h:rorm, will be recalled to better sentiments, if there are cteti 
certain groonds to ttelicve that they will merely employ any 
reform that may be introduced, as a step towards realizing their 
own system, upon what pretence can the present measure be 
licid out as calculated to reconcile those men to the constitution i 
From the conduct of gentjemen on theother side, it is obvious 
that they do not conceive any decisive manifestation of the wishes 
«f the people for-a moderate reform being bow introduced, to hate 
taken place. My reason- for such an opinion is this: we hare 
seen that the gentlemen in opponlion have not been deficient ia 
tteir efforts to procure every expression of the public concur* 
rence in the objecfb for which they have contended. From their 
ewn acconnt these effoifs iuive not been unsnccessfnl ; but, 
■nppDBing that no efforts of theirs had been employed, and thftt 
to ' the sptintaneous impnbe of the people tliemselves ua to 
Itc ascribed the petitions which- have been toted in different 
tjuartcps, to a degree indeed, in their opinion, to decide 'the 
sense of the country to be in favour of an immediate peaces and 
ttie removal of ministers, it follows, that those who hate pre* 
aented such petitions hate not felt, or the exertions of opposkion 
have not been able to excite, any expression of that opinion 
1heyha:reso often urgefl, that no change of men, without a 
change of system, would lead to any permanent good. 

It docs not appear then, that there is any call upon the honse 
to adopt a roeASure which, so far from being necessary to satisfy 
men frl^dhy to a ntodecate reform, tliey faarenot^ in any shape. 
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BZ^irasicd a wish to ^btkia. Before tike practical oxpediency ot 
tMs ineutire, then, toibei to be disouBSedf Qie practical, necesu^ 
of snch a maatuM tAust be eatabliihed. In tUa proof, hai^ erert 
the honourable &nd learned gmtl«neA. hare failed; I need not, 
' therefore, gp into the state of M. conntry. to refute the atate* 
taenia of the honourable gentlemen. Indeed, I muit obserre 
that every thing ni^ed npon this topic, was nothing more than 
•ssertlofi. The calamities and difficuttiea under which the 
Country labonn, the war with France, and inroadaupon thecaa> 
■titation, the profuuon of public ezpenditare, were thetoiuci 
tipon which they insisted, and which they said would hare been 
Kvoided if parliamentary reform bad formerly been adopted. I 
boldly contend, howeffer, that in theori^ of tte-war, in the 
affotts to an unparalleled exteat-wUch die noTelty of the contest, 
and the nature of the enemy, forced ns to exert; that bi what 
they call inroads, and whtCb wo contend were necesiary bnl- 
^rarki for the defence of the constitution, the fedings of &t- 
people went nnlfonnly atong with the proceedings of partiameBt. 
I wOl Tentnre to ostert, without the fear of contradictioD, that 
in no lime whe^ the tide of prosperity began to turn in faTOtar of 
'this country, when the nation began to recover from the 9tnig> 
gles and from the burdens of the American war, when, year aftn 
year, the sources of public wealth and iodiridual happiness' were 
Increasing aOd extending, had titefunctionief parliament been 
more congenial to the feelings of the- people, Aan in the panful 
yet -necessary sfroggles to vrUcfa we were obliged to inbmit in the 
present contests That die nation hjts mfibred, during the pro- ' 
]gress of tiie war, many and serioas calamities, I do not dispute* 
calamities, however, much less severe in thar ^ects than those - 
which have been undergone by countries acting upon a different 

It has indeed been qfged, stoA wiQi no ordinary degree of pcv- 

.sereitance,' thattheroiceof thenatiob isagainstthe pro c eiJB i ga 

of gOTemtDent: that, bO^Ter, is more a matter of opinioa 

than of fact; and ererytnatt will naturally judge of thecredi 

Oat ought to attach to such an assertion, from the sntitne&ts 

*0C II. X *^ 
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Midifttb wprcHcd in ' Uie cirole of hia own acqnaintuice, a«d 
frOoi hi* pcf tonal iaquines on die subject. But I mil nnUcrtakp 
fo ny, di»t at the present moment, amidst all tbe diScaltieii and 
enbarrwement), nnnToidaWy oecaeioatd by the Tigorous proseh 
at^oaot faoalitittee,- the system pursued by parUament iniup- 
pertof dMaeisurBSof;goi:ernment,htheB}-steai of thv^peofJej 
ADd ptrUawwat at ao period possessed in a mare ample df^rtx 
ihe codUeace ef the coantry tbao it does now. [Here Mr. F«i 
^ewed aome s^ns.of 4isBent.] The honour^le gentteman may 
be disposed to c<w^raTert this opinion, but I am sure heouinot 
maintain the cmtrary with more siacerity or with more perfect 
f oayictjqn tlian I advance what I now^a^rt. The r^ht honoDS- 
AbUgentiemHi, the house will recoNeut, was accustomed to »»■ 
awtbtattt^Vmot ^ 'iuaont, with equal botduess and Tehemeocp 
jU'.ttofK^ tlist i^V sense of the conntfy was against the eysteai of 
-dUdist^. Good God ! Wh»-e can the honoarabte. sf^tlouap 
Jmre Jived ? In what remote coraor ot tlie couiitry c^ he h/n/e 
. .piHK^JitBtiine? Whatgraat public qaestion «iui ha state, upop 
^ilich the public have not evinced a great df^rec of ioter^t, fs 
groat as that shewn upou any former occasion ? Oir the contnrjt 
if even there was a pef iod which fve should-sclcct, as the one 
in .which the attention of ^ public was the most turned to pul^- 
Jic atfaira, it w.^ precisely that period in which thelearncd gen- 
timaa has tlescribed the pqblic to have loiit all interest in the 
^deliberationK of parliameat. 
.. I know it is maintained that parliasacnt does not represent the 
gnat body of Uiq nation, and that the rcsultpf general electioBS 
giies iu>\s(iltkii)g ^h^ractSr or imp ressifc feature of the sentl- 
SBanls of :tlie-peopie; bpt I desire it may also be recollected, 
:vlwl!^ ihcre are not p^ty leading iastances, and partiGuIar cir- 
cumstanoes attendant on general elections, that go strongly to 
.aiRreas.. the opinion .entertained by, the constituent body ; and 
i^iag up the camidefa^<Hi in that point <^ Tiewj. I do iniiit» 
land. am .oominced the pofiljon cannot be object^ to, tbat tba 
approbOtiiiD giren by those wbo had beui members of the btt 
-parliamwt, .to tke coviueQctment and proteciitioa ef the w^, 



,:,:kv, Google 



X?»7J. • PARLUMENTAKT SPEECHES. |07; 

*«re«(r(M^«Bd powetful recoBntendatioflA w .A^ tvr«tir»i th^ 
hte general c^tioBs. I wiU for* mopeot, pututing Ops VS^' 
ment, raqasM Ao kause to Uk« the f arKom^tary- repras^U. 
t(on SI it hu bec» Slaved and recovme^d^l by tin hmauiablq 
gentieai»i\». I wiitd«iire tke himou»l)le {tatlcnaa binMelf ta 
l»ok for an initant to hi> own Rtoldnept of l^e preposed a4dW 
tioBil. reprMentatioa of the cointin, add tfaen candidly dscida, 
«haihcr. hecanargireth«t tiw, sense of tUe pe»plft wa^ B«t »% 
gmit degree t* be collected at .gsBcrat elections i It it-suImiiUe^ 
itt tW statement, to extead,' the Bomber of CAK^ty moiaben 
from itiacty-two to one haodred Mid tkirtem ; tib« angmestatiaii, 
tiJoK^oFS, did notaonGiit.of if any: aod^does the bonoorabla' 
gpntlemitn intend to except the ninety-two fonnw raesiber* by a 
fnera) praacnptiad ? «r.will lie piefend to sqy, t^t the system 
rf coMties, as it stands at preseot in point of represoBtadoiir 
gaes fornatbing? Certaialy he canaoi nndertakb to adTaaca 
su/k an ugumcBt, and so erideatly iBcgasiitent witb bis own, 
plan of lefom. If, therefore, tfae one hundred and thirteen 
neeibers proposed by the honourable gestieoiaB to repres^fc 
the conoties, wonid express the true sense of the people, it.caiu- 
not be denied on Ae same grounds, that ike sisety-tffQ wll» 
Vere elected by lAeir conetitoents, were in a Tery conaiderabi*: 
propertien the oi^atif of the public oinnton. Th^ arguntenta- 
Aerefore addnccd by the hononrable genttemax ga against U^ 
qwn declaration, that the sense of the people was not tlwsaiiM 
«f parliament; aad that sense had been fully manifested in fa-' 
wmr o£ the war at the general elections. Stace, therefore, I 
i>eeotiect Oia former dccUratioR of the honourable gentleman at, 
dieend of the last session of partiament, that parlkinent did not 
possftss the cDifidonce of the people, am I to be dbeoutaged 
BOW, after the geaeral election, from saying that they actaally 
did enjoy that confidmce? Bnt that e no^Uie only itatameab 
urbich I canmaksinjaslificationaf thwaseertian. I. wiUopptaL 
t» ike proeecdi^jB is gnxt and popaloB> eilict, astrtU as ialkm 
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dtfof Leildait,.itL'whieb'tbeoiMoiii.«r.^ataQieB.(m^.otllp 

■ide/oftke boose, njlTi iiijiKt tn jiirliiiniintnnt prtimwiin itu 
confidfiDceof tbe pei^It, wen isa'(rongl7itfitod,ima'fair .poll, 
I17 I Tut m^ority of tiie eledpn, u bj Ab elections for .tk* 
tDanlies to wbidi he bu raTNieil. - It.eoBMqMntI]r Kppesrs tbt 
die fcononiaUe gentlemra has not ipedic gronsd to proceed 01 ; 
md t)ut be has totally failed in tbe foaadation of bis anerlioa, 
that parfiani^t does not enjoy the public. eonfidence. Tb« 
learned gentleman hah in .tbe fanrifnl fligbti of, kii doqaenni} 
posbed bls.object* farther than hiihoBsuraUe friend; for behai 
not pnly said, that parlij^eRt hat l«t the conSdene^of th« peo. 
pie, put that the proceedings of parlia^iettt have no cSect «h^ 
ever on (be public mind. 

• The Ifamed geatteman, howerer, wished to nnite twoclasM 
of penoni rery opposite in (hdr pan&its. He desires to reeon- 
cile those, who by the very natnre of tbrir piinciplBs are alto- 
gether irreconcileable ; those whose political doctrines are known 
to be inimical to legal g^oremiDrat, and those who are dist^ 
goiidied by the moderation of their tenets. With respect to' the 
moderates, it could not be too minutdy aKended to by the house, 
that they propose no plan of refonn whatever ; that they prefer 
no complaints ; that fbejr set ont with po-petition on that snbject; 
and is U proper or reasonable that the bonsa ahontd sponta- 
aeontly ^re what had notbeoieTen d^naaded f , With regard tf 
Ok other persons -allnded to by Ihe Icaraed gentleman, tBe .faonse^ 
by agreeing to what bu been urged in thrir favonr, wonld girv 
them not merely what Aey claim, bntwbat tbey demand as aa 
alHolate rightj and what is n reality the first step to tin accom- 
plishmcot of their real views. , That the present moment sbootl 
be a time for the measnrc of reform appears rather inconsistent, 
when it is admitted by the learned gentieman himself diat radl. 
cal discontent is prevalent in thecaunby, and when it is nndoil* 
abl^ that tiia men who talk of liberty aim merely at licenti6i». 
BMB, and set fap the name oC reftnin as a dugnise to mask titeir 
tarolnbonnry projects, and as the first jstep to their acknowledged 
iiysttn of inaoratioa. . Co aw asioo s to loch men, atsnch atist^ 
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vottU be imturilde,' wobU be tMil, would be abiiird. . Tltalioau' 
•bo,' hy afriAag to the aifaiMiiti of the learnei geotloBaii^ ■ 
would g^t what conM not be of taiy um to one let of mea, ud 
ifbat Wbvid be prodnctire of gmt ni*cbief to the other descrip-. 
tien.' Sttch coDeauiipii, I will naintsin,' are not warraated by the 
s&nnd initxliiu of pliUoiophjr,' nor to bemeasurod by thenume-' 
rbiis etamplei drawn from the history of the world. 

TbebbndsMlegMtlenan* has* talked highly of thebleaginga ' 
^Atch areto ritnlt to mankind from 'the eitaUuhment of French • 
liberty; and became new lighUhsv^appfaried to set off the 4oc< 
tfinVof fraedoaj thiB-honfe ii thenfore to alter their principlea - 
Of''gDT«)miAnt,'a*d't6 ac<!(inttiodate themtelTet to the n^ order 
. 0f- tbiTlgs.' Tbe syf (on of frAichIiberty.il repromted as a new 
• 4i^t diffHungiCself oter'all the Wffldi aAd ^PTe^diKg' ii^ tircij' 
Xij^oa ha^pineM aitil improvemeitt' Good God! is.the house to 
lie t^,-aifUr;thebea6Sta which haie iifciiideriTed from'th> revo- 
latlonia thiiconntry; that other and more essential benefi(s'ai« 
*o be added by adopting ithiB-principles of thoFxench reralution? 
I^rom sudvJigjkts; however,- 1 ,hope~^ shall ercr protect thiiccoi- 
•titntionj ai->BgaiDitpFiDcip)e»iiicontistentwiAanygoTemment<> - 
K-Ve^nreto be- rel)«iedfrOBi:asy "evils under which wamay at 
. itreautt-labnnr^ byi-iDBans. ofthis^etr light, I for one beg leava 
tl»)eiiUir:sy(olea0iffoteit'igaiast.theiidea. The dootrioeanpan ' 
wtHcb'>t-is>f6aBdad,,a«e,:a8.I blue already said, lalse, shallop, 
i}.morfl.al»uTd'than.:thejaostpestilmt theoues'' 
d by;tha disordered itoagLDadoii oC.mat^ . 
'isore>hostUe.to>tberealLinterflitBjof maakind«..ta.n^tttinaLppi^^ 
lity; ta:in^TtduaLhaiipin«nj toiatailectuaJ;'awl:inDnliinpnne* 
.tBcn^. than any tyranny by, which the. hunmn-^specicswaieTtr; 
idlKcted.. And, for, this, newt Inminacyy sbAJj-vreahandau'^tfae.. 
pdar star, of the British.conatttutiony.by 'iiihJGh;.)K.ha;Kbt«i', 
.lcd:to>bapp«nn-and:gl,(H!y,.by^.whi£Lthac(uintryhteBtt{ipoifw- 
tt, «mf^ding5rj,^iklv^U'l>^b*en.xaaediappft;tft.«i»«iato%, 
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-isilcd? 

- Biit, indepert3«nt of thcsegeoerst groands on which I bivcop- 
■poMd 1bi« motion, I hare ooittSicult}' in frtatingthatthe particu- 
'^ai iheMttre appears lidble to to many objections, that iii no ci'r- ^ 
•ISariaiMtiea. eouM I hare given it my assent. Indeed^I could as 
little concur in ttie plan of the hooourabtegvnflenian afrln apro- 
'posal ^or iiniTcreal suffrage: how rtear it approaches to that sys. 
'tern I ^iiall not now dfscnss. The honourable: gmtteDKw, on Sl 
■fomter «cc3«ion, has said, that lie Would rather bare universal 
'snffrage than no rtform. ' Tfie'leiirned geiitlemam,- bOwcTer', i^k. 
claims nnirersd safTrage, whcnassertedas amattcr of right. Cer. 
iainly, indeed, some people haw reason to comptaiii oFlbe learn-, 
ed gentleman who, in supporting ^ plan of reform on grounds 
'vf practical advantage, refuses that unirersal sAI&age to which 
'Bebasno objection on practical grounds, merely -because it is 

■ aited as a matter of right; H« will, horfever, find it difficult to ' 
reconcile that practical expedience With tlte dcw light of g^eraV 
ffeMom wlicb has So nniiTp*ctedly broken in upon-tbe world. 

'The proiposition,'howCTCr, is neither, mope nor - less thin, "wilfc 

■ the exception of one fifth, to aboSsh the whole system 6f the 
•re presentation of this .country, as it has been formed by Chart* 
■o^by piarliatnentary arrangement, as it has been monhledby tinb 
■«nd experience, aa it has been blended with oiir manners -and 
'eiMtoms, without r^rd to'the rights or compensations, or to Uie 
'general effect of modifications. Alt these are to be swept' away 
■ind a nO:meiical scale of representation to be substituted in its 
-fhtcc; fhecouAtry is to be divided into districts, and etery house- 
TiAMer, paying taxes, is to itote; thus a.system would be -intro- 

dnctd little short of nBi?ersal suffrage. On whit eX'peneace, oq 
'What pracSce is this gigantic scale of nnmerical represehtadon to 
■te in t rod need ; ■ In formei' plans the tarioty of rte modes of- re- 
, -preaentiition was admftted to be proof, -how much-better lima 
and circumstances may mould and regulate representation than 
any institutions Coandad on re^onings a priori, and how newa- 
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siry it W3S to give way to the eSects of >Mch expsrieoco. It ill 
liot Iheharsh nnirormU)' of princtplea, each piishedtoitsextremf^- 
but the general complexion arising out of the tuious shades, 
vhich forms the harmony of the representation, and the practi.* 
cal excellence of the constituUon, capable of iDnprariDg. hselC 
consistently with its fundamental principles. Who wiU say thati 
this l>eatttifiiJ Taricty may not have contributed to the adTantage 
o,f the whole? That system wa3 practical, and eipeDtoncehair 
can6rmed the escellcnce of it, but the prceent plan goes the 
whble length of destroying all the existing representation, Ttth 
the eiception only of the county members (why they alone are 
excepted I am at a loss to conceive), and bringing all tu one sys. 
tern. Are the genflemeQ who propose this system aware of the 
benefits resulting from a varied state of reprcsentatioo, and are 
they ready at once to resign them. 

It never was contended that the inequality of the reprufuta- 
ti«a has been attended with any practical disadvantage, thai th» 
interest of Yorkshire was neglected because it sent only two 
members to parliament, or that Birmingham and Manchester ex* 
perknccd any ill consequences from having no represent^ves. 
How does it appear that universal lufTrage is better than if the 
right to vote bo founded on nutaerical, or evea alphabetical ar^ 
rangement J There is no practice, certainly no teci^bed pracr 
tice, for its basis. The experiment proposed is new, extensive, 
overturning ali the ancient system, and substituting something 
in its stead without any theoretical advantage, or any practical 
recommendation. In the mixed represan tatiou which now aubsists, 
the scot and lot elections arc those which have been tbia&f otU 
jectcd to, and the honourable gentleman opposite to me formerly 
agreed with me in opinion, that burgage tenures and small corpo< 
radpna were even low exceptionable than open burghs with small 
qnaliiicatioMi Yel thn ^tension of small qualifications, from 
which it has been a general complaint that much confusion, de- 
bauchery, and abuse at elections arose, forms the pnncipal fea- 
ture in the bonourable gcntlemau''s plan. 

Upon these grounds, therefore, looking sertOusly at the sitna- 
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' tloB of the coiinti7, examining facU witlt itteotidn, unless ir'« 
would seal our ova dishonour, unless' we would belie the teiU. 
mony of our constiaentB, wc must dissent from the reasons oil 
vhich the necessity of this proposition is founded. We ought tb 
resist the specific plan Vhich the honourable gentleman has ofTffr- 
ed,' nnlesiwe. would renouncethetriedsyst^m of our representa- 
tion, for a plan ftt once highly exceptionable in'theory, and total hr 
miSDpported by experience. 

The tnotJon was negtcived ; 

Ayes !.;. SI 



June 2, 1797. 

Mr. FtTT tDDTFd tke order of the day Tor' uking into foimderldoB'h^ 
Majesty's message relative to the Mutiof in the Fleep— 

" GEORGE R. t 

*■ It i* with the dcepeit coneeni hia MajcMj acquaintsrtbe House cf 
CommoDi, dut the conduct lof the crewi of some of hi* ihipliow. at tho 
Morctin pcnininc m the most nok&t and- treas9iiable aci« of tnutiBj and 
diiobedieiHe, notwithitiiidiDg the full extcnuon to them qf-aU (he benefits 
which had been accepted with gratitude by the rest of his Majeity's fleet, 
andnotwiibttandiDg the repeated oEFm of hli Majesty'! 'gndoQipit^i 'en 
thor rttlmiiag to thnr duty, hare coti^lled his Majefily cq eaN an all hk 
faithfbl' mbjectt to gfrc their utmost amMaDCftiniepresragsqckdetigcrow 
and' crlmioal proceedings. HiiMajoty has directed a copy of theproc^- 
tnatioD which he hat iawed for this ' purpoie, ta be laid before the Houm ; 
and he caimot - doubt (lut hi> pailiament will adopt, with readiness and 
deciuoD, cTCry mcaiurc which can teed, at this important conjuncture, '» 
plo*ide for the public lecurity. And hii Majesty particularly recommends 
it tothecooMderation of Fatlhment,tDiDakeiiioreeffectnalproTisiM)'lbrtbE 
prcventmi'andpuniihment of all tiaitenms attempts. to otdte-aeditioiianfl 
mutiny^ hii' Majcity'i natatseryice ; or to withdraw any part of hii Maje^ 
ty's fan;e^bysn or landifrom their duty arid allegiance to him : and fro^ 
that obcdieDce and i&dpline which are >o impartant to the prosperity aoidt 
.. cafetjr of the;. British empire. ^ ' 
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"^Jhs McM^ beiiigrct^,t>f«. Pitt ^okcM die foOoviiif effect-^ 
linporbnt aa the present ^''casioii it, I feet that it will obt M 
Accessary' for me to detain the house with a Inng detail upon thi- 
subjcct of the gracious communication from the throne, Whldi 
has now been read to ua. By that commnDication we leani that 
all the benefit of his Majesty's gracious fatottr, which rcstoreii 
flatisfaclioh fo part of his Majesty's forces, was atteiided witU 
'ererrmark of dutyuidgn^titudb by that part, and was extended 
'to'the whole of his Majesty's 'fltet; tut that, nevertheliM, UieM 
are now at the Nore deluded persons who hard persisted m dis- 
obedience, and proceeded to open acts of mutiny and diaord»| 
although all the same benefits have been allowed to them; thd 
same liberal allowance which was agreed upon by parliametitj 
'and hb Majesty's most graciona pardon, have been offered to tlieU| 
inthe'suisgmierotia manhet as it was to those who hate tt^ 
'tuftied to thdr duty. We hbfe the morttficatioa now to leam - 
that matin)' is carried on to the inost dangerftus and criminal 
'excess, to sach a length, that the persons concerned in it have 
|;one into op«i and undiigoisDd hostility against bis Majesty'* 
forces acting under orders and commands from regular ^utboritx* 
Much OS ve. must dcp1ore>auBh erent^, modi as wo miist fed 
'them as an aggraTationof the public i^fiiculties with which wa 
bare to eontend, yet we must all feel it la be the daty of tlie 
.'^onse of commont to shew to its constituotta, and to the world 
at lacge, Ibat there is no difficulty which they will not' n^eet 
^ith ~finiBKBS and resolute decision; that we will take mea* 
-. guTCS'to extricate the country from its dlfficultiea in a mannet 
thalis.worlby of the Tepreseqlatives ofa great,ab,EaTe,«poweT« 
ful, and a fiee people. I am persuaded that, under our pnaent 
circumitaoccs, wo can hare no hesitation in laying ut the fopt of 
the throne an addfess of aaaur^rtoe, that we wUl'aSord his Ma-> 
' jesty ejery effectual support in oar power ; that we will counter* 
. act, as far as we cai\, so fatal an example as hat, by the most 
ponasmmate wio|iedo<>ss, been set to his Majetty^a uar^l force ; 
tttat 'w« wJU^hew that we feel ^ just .wd^^t^tip^ o^nita coo« 
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duct so unwoTlhy of. so inconsistent witlij the manly and gene- 
roue chara.cter «f British seamen ; lliat'we feel rcse'ntmtnt at su 
aA^mteful a return to I he generosity of a lilierai pBrliamcntj and 
, tha mildness atid benignity of an illustrious throne. I trust," 
thai we shall recollect what our duty is in such a conjuncture, 
I trust too,..th»t as these late proceedings are utterly rcpnguant 
tA (be real spirit .of the British sailor, contrary to the conduct 
uliich has estaUiahed the glory of ll)e British nary, and the. 
renown of the British nation, it will appear that it was not iR> 
(ke hejirts of British 'seamen that snch mutinous principles ori* 
^nated. I trust that wo shall shew also, that if there are 
a/Bong us those who are enemies to the fnndameiUal interests' 
of this canntryT to its glory; to its s^ety, and to its existence as. 
A nation, whose malignity is directed to the honour and eren 
odsteacB of our navy., who carry on their diabolical artifice by 
nnsrefiitscntation of facts, to perrerf the dispositiou and change 
tie prindplesAf the seamen, by inetiUing into their mindifalse 
alarms and appreheDsioni, and prevail upon them to do aclE 
smtrary to their instinct, a;nd that too when they are called 
upon to contend with an enemy — I trust, I say, that tf thera 
bo among us snch foes, they may be detected and dealt with as 
Hiey -des«rt«. Our indignatioD shoald be more actif e against 
Hk seducers than the seduced and misguided. 

Whether, sccoTiling to the existing law against the open 
jMtempts that we hare seen made upon another branch of hia 
filnJBsty's service to shake its loyalty, but which, to the honour 
pf that body, remains nnmovcd, and I trust is immoveable, we 
poases{> "power enongh tp pumsh, as they deserve, such wicked 
ipfenders, may bQa>matter perKaps of doubt. I shdl, however, 
Insfantty praoeed to that part of the recommendation in his 
jUajeety's m^sage, and to state my ideas upon the law against 
persons who shall eicite his Majesty's forces to mutiny or dis. 
f)^ediencc. It is not necessary for me to enter now into parti- 
pnlars upon that subject ; but I feel it my duty to declare, that 
{f the ^drcSB which I shall propose shall meet, as I hope and 
f onlideDtly tjust it will, tiie unanimous sense of the bouse, I shall 
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bnmrfiately moVe ^or leayt to bfihg in' aTiinfac tlie hettet 
prcTcntion of the crime I liare already BtaUd> There is, I aof 
pcrsoadetl, in tliii bouse, but one Runee of Uie grett guilt of thil 
oSunce, of the notoriety of its practice, and of tlM danget 
6f its conspquenc(% ; in short, there exBts CTtry g^onndupon 
Vhich penal law can be applied 4o-aiiy notice, tie. the misdiief 
of (he act itself, anil thu frequency of its commission. ' Tbe rei 
inedy which I mean to propose' for the oonsideration of pjriia>r 
meat, will, I -tnist, be EtifiicicnOy offlcafcious to attain its object; 
vitiiout o'erstcpping the moral -guilt a^d real malignity of tht 
fnnK. While, ttowerbr, we all feel it to be our duty to «d1« 
on the consideration of such legislatiTe 'provision, while parlia* 
inent is not itantmg4n its duty at seeh a oriais of pobtic kffuiet^ 
I trust also that we ihall not be diiiappointed in oar exp«ctati<4 
of the spirit of the public eoUectirely or individually ; tbat they 
will not be 'wanting in their exertionB In-tuch a crisis; that the/ 
vilj be aaiipated, oallectiVelf and individually, with a spirit tiitt 
Vill give energy and eA^ct to their cxerlioiis ; that every nuui 
who boasts, end is worthy of (he name of an EnglishaHia, Kili 
stand forth in the metropolis, and in erery part of ibe kingdom* 
to maintain the auCbority of the lawg, and enforce obedience M 
thmi, to oppose and 'Vouuteract the inachinattonB of the dtsaf> 
fectcd, and to preserve a due principle of Eubmiisioa to l^a^ 
authority. I trust tljat all the inha4)ifai)ts of the kingdom wiK 
vniteiti -one common, defence' against internal eitcmiei, to 
mainliun the general security of the kingdom, by proriding for 
the local security of each particular district; that we shall'al) 
remember, that by so doing wa :<hatl give the fulleft scope to hit 
Majesty's forces against foreigiv .enemies, and also t^e fullest 
scope to the fcnQwa valour and nnshaken fidelity of the miliary 
force of the kingdom ap,inst those tfho shall endeavonr to dis. 
turb its internal tranquillity. Such are the principles -which I 
feel, and npon w>|ioh/I thaH act for myself, and such are the, 
priacijtlcs, and iviU be the conduct, I hqpe, of every man in. 
this hoqse and out of it; such are the seqtiments that arc im. 
planted in us Ml ; inctf the feelings that are iobereDt in (he. 
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%teiai at mrjr GnglUhmiti. I thoilld intuit' tht' howe hj' 
jewing that Idittnuted iti cbanoter, and the dtarscter of- the' 
itnlntiyjil I uid more,- and I-afaQiild'iwTenq^ected-iifydutyif- 
•I had said len. I nov ihoVe, Sir. 

, '' That M &vaMfl' addreu be iweiented to -bit M^eatj t«' 
fetnro bis Majeitj tbe thaulu of tbts honU for hn «oft-.graoiD«i* 



" To' ezpnu to hu Klajesty the concern aad indlgnitioawhieh' 
lie innit fed in common irith hii MajM^, at the heinovt^aod 
{runinal condact bf the ore'va of soioe of his Majeaty'a thipe, oot.- 
Iriti^fainding the offer so repeatedly made to them of Ui Majes^'c 
Aost gracious pardon, and the probft irf the^patemal icgard of 
4^ Majestf, and of tlie liberality' of parliament,' wbiAibiy 
taterecoTed in common with tlie rest of his Majesty's fleet. .: 
. " T6 assure his Majesty, that we ue i^ady and deterfained tp 
~|fibrd to his Majesty oar ntmoit assistanoe in repreeunf ' saclt 
dangeroba and <!riipiaal procMdings, asd to. adopt erery. meaaqre 
' uriiich can tend, at this cbnjmictore, to proTide for the pubUc' 
Wcnrity: with thti new we shall proceed,- without dday,i»' 
ynmance (rf the reconun^datioa (^ his Majestyj to consid« of 
sodtfnrdier proTi^nasltmay^be necessary' to nake, forthq 
IDore Actari prereation and pnniibment of all trvterons^at- 
teMplatacKcke mik&iy in any part of his Majes^s forces,, at; 
r tiiem fcom their doty and all^iuice, and frtwi thai^ 
md discipline which are so iniiy>rtaat to (he.prospeiit][ 
yid the safety of the British empire :- 

: '■^ That .we have the- fullest reliance,, that all' lu; Majjesty^ 
. fidthfnl subjects^ from sentimentB of loyalty and. a,ttachmBOt' t<> 
bis Maiji^, and a just anxiety fortheicdtioreet injtetestt,.wiU.lte 
eager to (oaoiCest, at %o important a crisb, a full d^eq&ia^tioQ tp 
Contribntei on erery occasion, their utmost eiertions. for ltt» sum 
port of li^ authority, tEe muntenai^ce of p^ace and^ordei;, anfti 
the geaefal pfotection and defence of his Majesty's king^oma.;* 

Tbeqnestionenth«addtcii wupuaiidagKtd;ipi»mtH.nii>tniJi(nft. '' 



D.n.iized by Google 



,1707.] -PAIU.IAMENT^T ia^IXC^ES. ,9ff 



Xffcemkr 10, 1797. 

.tbif^eniiiiic^ had, been Uid bcEbr« ibem br bliMajetty'i directiMi, n- 
litn* W tbe luc BcgociwioB U.Lialc, udtbe addKi* «f the Hook, ti Lorjl 

ibefB£*kDt«*^Mi.Diui4ua>o*ed*,tlut AeHmue do eoncnr with their 

. lisdjlbif I m that addresf.^ 

" i^fttt Sir.^iilui SinctiiruidXi>rdTcsiplc^hiHl^oke&, the fonncc g^ whom 
■HK^ an ancndment to ttie address 
MB.I'iTTtoKi andditliTCTedhBicniimenBasfollow*! 

^r— >I[a,Thigcome.to,tlil3bouie with the firm pemuion, ^iA ' 
flterfl tie*er existed aQ occaiioii, wBcn the onanimotii concnr> 
^iiencfl of the honse nii^ht be more justly expected tbaii on a prbw 
possi, to af ree in the sentimeiitg contained in the^drew .vhicji 
|Sas been rfod, .1 must confeta mpelf considerably dbappointed, 
in some degree,' eren by the tpe^h of oiy noble relation, (mucA 
JU.I li^bice In the teltimony which he has giren of his talents 
^at{d altibties,) and itill more bytbe ipeech of the honourable ba^ 
"roiie^iuid,liy the amendment which he has moved. I cannot 
'i^^refe win' Hie nohte lord in the extent to which be has slated 
,lEb Madmenti, that we ought to rejoice that peace was not made; 
miicti lesSj'jSir, can I feel desirous to accept, on the part of my 
ielf or my colleagues, either from my nobl^ kinsmaai or any 
'^fter peMon, the approbation which he was pleased to express, 
flf the maimer id'wbich we have concluded the negociatioo'. 
Wt^ ha»e pot cohcladcd the negdclation — the negoclation has been 
«onplade3'by o^rs; weliaTenot'been suffered to continue it; 
BBr'^taimto metit, ilwehareany,' oarcl^m'to theapprob^oa 
"tf (mrconni^y' isj that ve persisted ui erery attempt to conduct 
^ftaVnego'ciatioatospacifit'termination, asIoDg as our enenueg 
Intiis.ii^ttheprosp^j'bifkt the'chance orpossihility of doingso, 
' cft^tnitwiUiouT'bbabiir, onrdtgnity, and our safety. Welament 
ifiid 'deplore "ttie' dbftppolntment of the sincere wisb^ which w« 
f^t,' and of th^ earnest end^Toarl which we employed ; yetw^ 
• u« far from tnfifiriii; thue tratimepts to iodQceuito adopt the 
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nnraanly line ofconduct ihit has been rccomiDcndcd by tbe ho> 
nonrublc baronet ; tbis is not the. aiomuiit <o dwell only on our 
disappointment, to suppress out inuigiiation, or to lut our cou- 
rage, ourconstancyr.anfour^etccininatiDiiv^ Juried in theex* 
pTcssions of unmanly fear, or unaTiulinn regict. Between thcs^ 
fno extremes, it is, th^f I t^fn^ our oopduct is dti^ot^d ;, wj i^ 
^alUn^ apon tbc ilonse A>.jeia.j>"s«priiDents i)ctwdun Stott exi 
tremes, Ids trust, that if we cannot have the unaniAious opinton^ 
ve Ehaifl bare tbe general and ready concurrence both of the hoiisc 
ind of tbc country. , . 

Sir, before I trouble H^b Ifouse, which I am not desirous of 
joing at length, with a few points nhich [ wish to tecapitulate, 
)c( me first call to your mini^ the general nature of the am^ai^f 
ment wbicb the KonouraUc baronet hti, under these cirguiiii« 
stances^ thought fit to propase, and the general nature of th(^ 
oIperTations by which he introduced it. lie bf^gait with deploring 
tbe calamities of war, on the general topics th^t all war i$ calftr 
niitous. Do I objectio this sentiment? No: but.is.itour.biiUm 
nuss ats moment when we feul A^t the continiiance of that wu; 
is owing to the animosity, the implacable animosity of our .taa%. 
niy, to tite inveterate and insatiable arabltion of theiiroEAat (lajt^' 
lie goTcrnmenf of France, not of the people of France, .as tha 
honourable, baronet unjustly stated it— is it our business at tha^ 
ipomeot to.cuntent ourselves with merely l^unentiag Li|..cotB., 
Dion-place terms the calami tira of war, and forgetting -that it is, 
part of the duty which, as representatives 'of the pcoplpy 'W& 
owe to ou,r gpvernmcnt and our country, to sJale that the OQi«^ 
tinuancc of those evils upon ourselves, and upon. France tOBj i^ 
the fruit only of the conduct of the enemy ; that it.i$ tft. be isu, 
puted to them, and not to us? ... ^ 

Sir, the papers which were ordered to b^ jaid OQ the ,4abt^ 
haTe been in every gentleman's hand, and oo the matenals' 
vhich they furnish we.Aiust be prepared to decide.. ' Ca^, 
there be a doubt, that alt the erils of wwj ifhateKer piaty be, 
their consequences, are to be imputed solely to.btfi.M^osty'a^ 
Go^iQics i is there any man hero prepared ts^d,^^;,,^^ tlis 
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dela^ia every stage of the aegocitthHi, aaA jtB fiiul ' rHpturS) 
ait proved to be owing to the nasiTe conduct, the unwarnQtahle 
pretension), the inordinate ambitionj an^ ttie kaplacable oni- 
piosity of the enemy ? 'I will shortly state what are the poiata, 
{hough it is hardly necessary that I should state th«n, for thef 
^peak loudly for thems^Tes, on which 1 would rest that propo- 
sition ; but if there is any man who doubts it, u it the honour- 
able baronet? Is it ho who makes this amendment, leaving out 
^ery thi>|g that is hononrable to the character of his own 
<:ouDtry, and seining to court some new complaisance oa the 
part of the French directory ? — the honourable baronet, who, 
ps soon as he has stated the natnre of his amendment, maVee the 
Jint part of his speech a charge against his Majesty's ministcn, 
for evea haviBg commenced the negociatioD in the manner, 
f nd nader Qte circumstances in which they did commence it-~ 
(who makes his next charge, their having persevered in it, when 
. ^violations of form aiod practice were insisted upon in the earliest 
jfage of it f Does he ^acover that the French government, 
;whom we have accused with insincerity, have been sincere from 
the b^inning to the Old of the negociation? Or, after having 
accused his Majesty's ministsrs for commencing and persevering 
in it, is the honourable baronet so afraid of beiog inisconstrued 
into an idea of animosity against the people of France, , that he 
jDust disguise the truth, must do injustice to the diaracter and ' 
xause of his own country, and leave unexplained the cause of 
the continuance of this great contest i Let us be prepared to 
probe that question ta the bottom, to form our opiaion npon it, 
and to render otir conduct conformable to that opfoion. This, I 
conceive, to be a manly conduct, and, especially at such a 
'moment, to be the indispensable duty of tho house^ But let 
not the honourable ^aronet imagine there is any ground for 
his apprehension, that by adopting the language of the address, 
which ascribes the continuance of the war to the ambidoD of 
.the enemy, we shall declare .a system; of endless animotitf 
between the nations of Great Bri^n and France. I say directly 
. the contrary.. He who scroplfs to dechre, that;ia the present 
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tatmni tlie lot'cment uf France aresaHiu u jducIi in con. 
tnBlf tlon to the knowq wUbet of the French nation, ai to the 
just {irefenBions and anxious wbfac* of the peo^rie of Gnat 
Briton — fa<; vho scrapie? to declare them the author: of- thii 
taloinity, deprives us of th/B consolatory hope which we are 
inclined to cherish, of Rome future chaoje'of (nrpamstancei. 
jnore fayourable to our wishes. 

It is smi^aneholy spectacle, indeed, to tee In. any connfr^) 
and on the ruin of any pretence, of liberty liowerer nominal) 
•ha'ilow, or dcluiive, a tfstem of tyranny erected, the molt, 
galling, the most horrible, the ttlost nndiBgnised in all Its parti 
and attributes (bat has stained the page of history, or disgraced 
fheann^s of. the world; but it would be much more unfortn* 
iiate, if when we «ce that the tame cause carrlei deiolatloi 
throiigh France^ wliich eatcnds disquiet and fcfmentatioa 
Arougli Europoj it would be worse, indeed, if we attributed 
-to the iutib|i of Frapce that, which is to be attributed only to 
the nnwarr^ted and usurped antboriiy which innolret them ia 
misery, and ff onld, If voresistcd, in'olre Europe with then in 
one comnion luin and destmetioo. Do we state this to be am* 
moeity on the part of the people of France i Do we stata tUs 
(n order to ratse'up an implacable spirit of animosity ajjainst that 
conntrj } Whece is one word to that effect in the declaration ft 
which the honourable geatleraan has alluded ? He complaint 
tnucb of thb declaration, because it tends to perpetuate animok 
lity between two nations which one day or Other ranst be M 
peace — God grant that day may bo soon ! - But what does ' that 
declaration express upon the ^abject! Does it express,', that 
because the present efiiting goYemmcnt of France hat iwted a 
-it has acted, we forego the wish or renounce the hope diat aone 
, new' situation may lead to happiar consequences ? On th^con:- 
trory, his Majesty'* language is diitiactly this: "While this 
detenninatlon contiiinea to prerul on the part of his enemiei, 
Jiis Majesty') ctriiest wishes and eodeaTonrs M restoro pesco 
to his subject! mnst be fmitliias; but hiS' sentiments remato 
nnaltervd; he looks with Mzi«iu*espectati«D to the moment 
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(rhen (ba goTeromeot of France may sbew a temper and spirit 
in any degree corresponding wjth his oWn." I nisi) to VnoW- 
vhether words c^ti be found in the English language wMfCt 
tnore exprenly state the contrary sentiment to tbat which tha 
hononrable baronet imputes ; they Dot only discldm animoslt]^ 
against the people of France In consequence of the conduct ofitM 
rulers, but do not go the length of declaring, that after all tiiit 
prOTocation, even with the present rulers, all treaty is imprac-- 
ticable. Whether' it is probable, that acting on the principle* 
Upon which they have acqiiircd their power, and while that 
^ower fontinuet, they will listen to aiy system of moderation 'or 
Instice at home or abroad, it is not now necessary to discuss f 
bat for one, I desire to express my cordial concurrence in ih€ 
sentiment, so pointedly expressed in that passage of the decla*' 
ration, in which his Majesty, notwithstanding all the proTOcatioW 
be has receired, and. even after the recent successes, which, by* 
the blessing of Providence, have attended his arms, dKlares hlaF 
readiness ,to adhere to the same moderate terms and principler 
which he proposed at the time of oar greatest difficulties, a.ai 
to conclnde peace on that ground, if it cia now be obt^edj 
tvea with this T^ry goTernment. 

I am sensible, that while I am endeafouring to vindicate hit' 
Sfajesty'a servants against the charges of the honourably baronet. 
Which' arc sufficiently, however, refuted by the early part of his' 
ojvn speech, I am incuniug, in some degree, the censure^ of 
the noble lord to whom I before alluded. According to his 
principles and opinions, and of some few others in this conntr/ 
it is matter of charge against ul that we even harbour in ouif 
mlndsat this moment, a wish to conclude peace npon-tbe terms' 
Which we think admissible with the present rolers of Fra&oe> 
I am not one of those who can or will join in that sentimrat. 
I have no difficulty in repeating what I stated before, tbat in 
thdr present spirit, after what they have said, and still more, 
after what tbey have done, I can entert^n little hope of so de- 
^rable an ereqt. I have no hesitation in avowing, for it would 
be'idTvness and hypocrisy to Conceal it, that for the salt* et 
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nxn&itid in general, seed to gratify those Eentiuents nhich cut 
sercr be eradicated from the human heart, I should iee witb 
pleasure and satistaction tlio teimioation of a government whose 
conduct, and whose origin is tuch as wc hare seen titat of (hef 
goremmnit of France; but that b Bot the olijeet — ^th»t ought 
Bot to be the principle of Ihc war, whafeTer wish I may «itcr' 
tain in my owd heart ; and whatever opinion I may think it 
fairor manly to aTow, I luiTe bo ^fiiculty ia itating, (hat vio' 
lent and odious as is the character of tbitt government, I verily 
believe, in tha present Rtate of Europe, that if we are not 
wanting to oarselieS, if, by titc blessing of Providence^ onr per- 
severance, and our resources, should enable us to make peace 
witli France. upon terms io which we taiut not our character, in 
whicli we do not abandon the sources of our wealth, the I8ean« 
"of our strength, the defence of what we already possess ; if wo ' 
maintain our equal pretensions, and assert that rank which we 
sre entitled to hold among nations— the momeat peace can ba 
obtained on such terms, be the form of government la Fraacff. 
what it biay, peace is desirable, peace b then anxiously to ba 
sought. But unless it is attuned oa such ferms^ there is no ex- 
tremity of war, there is no extremity of houourable contest) 
that b not preferable to the name and pretence of peace, which 
must be in reality a disgraceful capitulation, a base, an abject 
Surrender of every thing that coostitutes the pride, the safety, 
and happiness of England. 

These, Sir, are the seritiments of my miad on &is teading 
point, and with these seiTtiments I shape my conduct between 
the contending opinions of the noble lord and of the honourabla 
baronet. But these is one obserralion of the hononrable ba> 
ronet on which I must nan more particularly rematk, lis has 
discovered that we state the Directory of France to have been alJ 
along insincere, and yet take merit for having sommenced a nS' 
gociatJon, which we ought never to have commeaced without 
being persuaded of their sincerity. Thu supposed eontradictioa 
feqnires but a few words to explain it. I beliere that those wh« 
constitute the jireientgoyernment of Fiance never ware tiacer* 
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-for a moment ia the negociation : from .all tbeiifformiilioD I 
hare obtained, and from eTcrjr conjectnre I. could form, I, for 
tipe, nerer waa so du pcd as to believe them sincere ; but I did 
believe, and I thought I knevr, that tfere was a general prevaiU 
ing -wish for peace,' and a predominant sente of its necessity 
growing and confirming itself in France, and founded on the 
most obTions and most pressing motires. I did see a spirit of 
feming' moderation gradually gaining ground, and opening's 
way to the happiest alterations In the geners,! system of that 
Country t I did bcliere that the violence of tliat portion of tha 
executive government, which, <by the late strange revolation of 
France, unhappily for France itself and for the world, has 
gained the ascendancy, would have been restrained within some 
bounds ; that ambition must give way to reason ; £hat even 
(ihrensy itself must be controlled and governed by necessity. 
Theae were the hopes and expectations I entertained. I did, 
1iotwtthsta.Ddii>g, fed, that even from the outset, and in every 
■tep of that negociation, thoie who happily had not yet the full 
power to cut it short in the beginning, who dared not trust the 
public eye with the whole of their designs, who could not avow 
■U th^r principles, unfortunately, nevertheless, did retain from 
Ue bf^nning power enough to control those who had^a better 
disposition ; to mix in every part of the n^odation, which they 
could not then abruptly break off, whatever could impede, em* 
barrass, and perplex, in order to throw upon us, if possible, ttte 
odium of its failure. 

Sir, the system of France is explained by (he Tcry objections 
that are made against our conduct. The violent party could 
not, as I have stated, at once break oiTthe treaty on their part, 
but they wished to drive England to the ropturej they had W)t 
, strength enough to reject all negociation, but they had strength 
enough to inix in every step those degradations and insults, those 
inconsistent and unwarranted pretensions in points even of sub* 
ordinate importance, which reduced miuistcrs to that opinion 
which I have described ; but which they decided in a way that 
has exposed tlicm to the censure of the honourable baronet> 
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They chose rafter t0 Incur' the bl^e or szc'rifidng pni^ctilioi {it 
some time esseatial) rather than afford the enemy an opportn^ 
nlty of eroding this plain question — la there any ground, atidy 
If any, what, upon Trbieh you are re^y to conclude peace ? 
to Oiat point it was onr duty to drive then ; we hare diirea 
Sient to thftt point ; they would tell us no terms, trowerer ezor- 
Ktant and unwarrantable, npon whii^ they wouM bo ready to 
Bia;ke peace. Whal would hare been (be honourable I&ronet'S 
expedient to avoid this embarrassment ? It would hare been, 89 
fee has this day informed us, an address vkidi he had thonght 
ofmoTing in the last session, and which, indeed, I should hare 
been less surprised had lie niovcd, than if the house had con* 
curred in it} be wonM bare moved that no projtt shonid be 
giren in till the enemy were prepared to prcscitt a eojttre prnjett 
If it was a great misfortune that that address was not moved, I 
am aSrtoA some of the guilt belongs to nre, because the honour^ ■ 
able baronet did suggest such an ides, and I (Sd with great sin. 
cerlty and frankness tell him, that if he was really a friend to 
peace, there wais no moticpn he could make so little calcnlated (o 
promote that object ; arid I did prevail uport tbe honoun^tf 
baronet to gite up the inten6oa. If I am right in lAc snppo- 
titioa I have stated; if I am right in thinking that eur great 
Aject was to prfss France to this pt^nt, and to pst the qnestiotf 
-^if you have any terms to offer, what »re they ? — was there 
any one way by whiehwe could make it so difficult for them to 
retain any pretence of a desire for peace, as to speak out onr< 
Klves, (iDd call upon them either for agreement, or for modifi. 
cation, or fbr some athej pian in th^ turn i By rrot adopting 
tiie honourable baronet's plan, we have put the question beyond 
dispute, whether peace was attainable at last, and whether out 
sdtances Would orwould not be met on J;he p»rt of -France ; andt 
I shall, to the latest faeoir of my life, rejoice that we were fortn-- 
sate enough to place this question in the light which defies the 
powers of misrepresentation, In which no man can attempt to 
perplei it, and in wfaidi it presents itsdf this day fof the decision 
^ the bouK »aA of tbe nation, aad calls npon erciy indif idad 
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who has at stake the public happiness and his own, to determine 
for bini»elf, whather this is or is »ot a crisis which requires his 
jbest esertioqs jn the .defence of hb eooxttry. 

To shew v'hich, I s^all now piooecd; Botvithstanding the re. 
proach which has been thrown on our line of conduct, to shew the 
ejstem even of obstinate fojbef.rancc, w^th which we endeavoured 
to overcome prcUmiDary difficulties, the determined resolation on 
our part to oJTcrlopk aU minor obstacles and to come to the rea' 
icsscnce of discussion upon the terms of peace. To shew t^, it 
is not nccess^y to d? more than to call to th# recolIecUon of the 
hoDSe the leading parts pf the deelar^tiom of his ^ajes^. I 
jtBcan to le^re that p^t of tiie snbject t^o without the pQSsi^ 
Jbilitf of doubt, or difference of opinion. It is certainly tnie^ 
that, eTCD previous to a^y of the circumstances that related to 
Jhe preljrainary forms of the ncgociation, the prtojr conduct of 
jFrance had ofierad t9 ^ny gojrerameaf that was «at sincerely and 
inost anxiQusly bent npon peace, enffieieat ground for ti^e ceo- 
itipuance of hostilities ; it ^ true that, ia the former Q^ociatioa 
j^t Paris, JiOti Malmesbury iras finally sent away, ifot npon a 
ifuestion of t^ms of peace, not npon a qaestioi^ of the cession of 
£uropeiui or {Colooiid possessions, but upon the haaghly demaipd 
of a pre*ions prelimiqary, whifdt should gire np ereiy thing on 
fhe part of the alUes, and which shoald leaie them afterwards 
^ery thing to »sk, or rather to reqnire. It is true it closed i« 
nearly the same insulting inauner ju fjie second miss^n ; it i* 
^e^ too, that, ^ubseqije^t to that period, in the prdiminacJes 
concluded between the emperor ^d France, it was agreed tf 
invito thQ allies of each ^rty to a con^r^, which, howefeft 
was never carried into execution. It w^ uqder these oircnra- 
stances that hia iS^esty^ in the earned deaire of a^linj himself 
of that E{Hrit t)t moderation whifdi h^d be^n to shew ftself ill 
prance, detenujned to teuew tbi^ propose whieli lud boe^ 
fj^ore slighted and rejected ; but when this ste^ w^s taken, what 
was the conduct of those who h^y^ gained t^ ascen4aacy iq 
France ? . On (he first application to know on what groumf 
tb^ wen disposed to i^oci^te, ,w^iUQnIf , i|f vil^ )fe ihewn bv 



,:,:kv, Google 



3311 MR. PITT'S ' [Not. 10,, 

the seqnet, and for n« pnrpose but to prevent even the opening 
of the conferences, the^ insisted upon a mode of ncgociatioo lery 
contrarj' to general osage and oonTenience, contrary to the mode 
In which they had. (erminatod war with any of the belligerent 
powers, and dircdlj; contrary to any mode which they themsekes 
Afterwards persieted In following in tliis rery ncgociation wilh us. 
They began by saying, they would rcctjivc no proposals for pre- 
liminaries, but that conferences should be held for Uio purpose of 
concluding at once a definitive treaty. 

His Majesty's answer was, that it was his desire to adopt that 
node only which was mOst likely to accelerate the object in view, 
and the powers ofiiis plenipoteniiary would apply to eitlier ob- 
ject, either preliminary or dcrmitlve. They appeared content witli 
bis answer-: but what was the next step ? In the simple form of. 
grantlDg a passport for the mh>i»ter, at the moment they were 
saying they preferred a definidre peace, because it was the most 
expeditious; in that Tery passport, which in all formei* times has 
only described the character of the minister, without entering 
into any thing retaiiog to the terms or mode of negociating, they 
insert a condition relatire to lis powers, and tiiat 'inconslsteni 
with what his Majesty had explained to be the nature of the 
powers he had iatendcd to give, and with which tbey<had appa^ 
renfly been satisfied ; they inaJe it a passport not for a ministe^ 
fcoming to conclude peace generally, but applicable only to ade. 
finitive and separate peace.'' 

This proceeding was in Uself liable to the most obvious objcc, 
tion ; but it is mdre important, as an instance io shew how, iq 
the simplest: part of the transaction, the untractable spirit o^ 
France disoovered itself; it throws light upon the subsequeni 
part of the transaction, arid shews the in(ionsistencle& and oontra- 
dictions of their sucoessiTe pretensions. As' to the condition theii 
made in the passport for tbe first time, that the ncgociation $hoald 
be for a sepa'rale peade, his Majesty deolai^ that he had noi 
choice between a deflnifiVe and a preliminary trea^, but as to a 
separate' peace, hii honour and got>d faidi, with regard to hiq 
. ai]j &p queeu of PortDgal, wo^ld Qot permit it : be theiafoni 
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•tated his VHElteraMe dctcmiinatioa to agreclo no treaty in wbictt 
■ l^ortagal shouM not be included, eapressVng, at the same time, 
bis readinvts that France should treat on the pt(rt of HiA\»a.d and 
6pain. 

Ob this «cca«ion, Ae good faith of this connfiy pretafled ; the 
«jBt«n of violence an«H despotism- was not then ripe, and then^ 
tore his Majesty's demand to treat for Poftagal w*a acquiesced 
ia by tlie directory, "nwy, at the same ttme, undertook to treat 
en tJieir part for their allies, UoHaiid and Spain, as well as for 
themselres, though, in the subscqaenf coarse of the negociation^ 
they pretesded to be without sufficient pawer to treat for dthen. 

I mast here entreat the atteation of the house to the next cir- 
cumatanee wUoh ftccurred. When the firmness of his Majesty^ 
hia anxiaua and sincere desire to terminate the horrors of war, 
and his Hniform moderation, orercame the violeace,- and defeated 
the designs of the members of the exeeulire government ef 
prance, they had recourse to another expedieat — the most absurd 
^ well as the meet nnjnstifiabic ; they adverted to die rapture of 
tile former aegociation, as if that rupture was to be iapHted ta 
^ M^eety ; and thto insinnatioa was accompanied wifh a per> 
eotial refleetioR upon the minister who was sent by his Mojestjr 
to treat on the part of this country. His Majesty, looking aox. 
lously as he did to the conclasioa of peace, disdained t« reply 
otherwise, tha« by obierring, that this was not a fit topic ta bs 
l^tated at the moment of renewing a uegociation, and that tba 
rircumstances of the transaction were wellenough known to Ku> 
rope aad to the World. And the result of this negociation has 
confirmed ^hzl the former had snffieiHitly proved, that his Ma- 
jesty could not have selected, in the ample field of talents wldclt 
his dominions furnish, any pcrsonbatter quali^ed todo jostice to 
his sincere and benevolent desire, to promote ths restoiation of 
peace, aqd his firm and unalterable ()ctffmlqa(ioq t(i majintaiu On . 
^gnity aqd honour of his kingdoms. 

In spite of these obstacles, and others move minute, the British 
ulewp^tentiary at length arrived at Lisle ; the full powers were 
ff ^iQitteil to the raspective govefifD^eDtSj aqd were found ^tfv 
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rzceptionahle, thaagb the suppoied 'defect -of these foil power* 
b, three months after, alleged as a cause for the mpture of the 
negociatiop ; and what is more jemarkable, it did so happea 
th&t the French foil powers were, on the face of them, moch 
more limited than ours, for thc^ onij' enaMcd tbe,oaiDmiwioiien 
of the directory to act according to the itutractioua (hey were tg 
receiTe from time to time. On this point it is not secessary bow 
to dwell, bot I desire the house to treasure jt in Qmi memorj, 
irben we come to the question of prcteuce for the mptnrc of A* 
lUgaciation. 

Then, Sir, I come to Qie point in which we have incurred th^ 
Censursof the hoaonrable baronet, for delivering in o& our part » 
jrojet. To his opinian, I do not vubscribe, for the reasons th^^ 
I itated before. But oan there be a stranger proof of Vis Majest/ft 
rincerity, than his waring so many points important in themselTea 
lather timi snffer the nt^ociation to be bfokes oSi What was. 
fur Ettnation 1 We wei^ to treat with a goierament, that ha4 
in the outset expressed, that they would treat only definitively ; 
Vid from erery part of tfatir conduct which preceded the meekat^ 
of our plenipotentiary, and their commis^ooers, we might ha*«i 
expected that they would bare been prepared to answer our pro- 
Jel almostintweaty-four hours after it was delirered. We Stood 
with re«pect to France in this predicament — we had aqtbing to. 
^k of them, the question only was, how mudi we were to giro, 
f f that which the valour of his Majesty's arms bad acquired froi^. 
them, and from their alUes. la this situation, surely, we might, 
baVe expected, tha<, before we offered the price of peacis, thej 
would at least ha*e coDdcscended to say what were the sacrifices, 
vbieb they expected us to make. But, Sir, In this situation, 
what. species of pn^et was it that was presented by his Majesty'a 
Itainitter ? A jtryel the most distinct, the most particular, tit? 
XD OS t conciliatory and moderate, that ever constituted the fir^t 
words spoken by any negociator; and yet of this prajet what, 
bate we beard in the language of the French gOTemment ? What 
hare we seen dispersed through all Europe by that press ii^ 
France which knows no sentiments but what Freacb policy djf^ 
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(ates 7 AVhat have vro seen dispersed by tJiat English press wtikh 
knows no other use of Engtisk Uberty, but senMeiy to retail and 
transcribe French opinions ? We have been told, that it was » 
prajet that refused to embrace the terms of ncguciation. Gen- 
tlemen hare read the papers — how does that r;iot stand ? In the 
ongioaX' prnjet we agreed t" give up the conquests we had made 
from France and her allies, with certain exceptions. For those 
exceptions a blank was loft, in order to ascertain wfaetlier France 
vas desirous that the exceptions sluiuld be divided between hep 
and her allies, or whether she continued to insist npon a com. 
plete compensation, and left England to look for compensation 
oa\j to her allies. France, zealous as she pretends to be for her 
allies, bad no difficnUy in authorizing her ministers to declare, 
that she must retain every thing for herself. This blank was then 
filled up, and it was then distincdy stated, how little, out of 
irhat we had, we demanded to keep ; in one sense, it remain^ 
a blank stiU, we did not attempt to preclude France from any 
other mode of filling it op ; but while we stated the utmost ex* 
feat of our own views, we left open to full explanation what, 
ever points the government of France could desire. We called 
upoQ them, and repeatedly solicited them, to state something a^ 
p> the nature of the terms which they proposed, if they objected 
toours. It was thus left open to raodi&cation, alteration, or 
concession; but this is not the place, .this is not the time, in 
which I am to dis(:uES, whether those terms, in all given dr. 
Ciimstances, or in the tnrcumslances of that moment, were or 
^ere pot the ultimate terms upon which peace ought to ba 
ocoepted or rcjecfed ; if it were qnce brought to the point when 
Ha ultimatum conld be judged of, I will not argne whether 
9ome great oancession might not have been made with the 
Ijectainty of peafe, or whether the terms proposed constituted 
an offer of peace upon more favourable grounds for the enemy 
than his Majesty's ministers could justify. I argue not the one 
question nor the other; it would be inconsistent with the public 
interest and our duty, that we should here state or discuss it; 
all that J hav« to discuss, \s, whether the terms, upon the face ' 
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fit Ihcm, appear honourable, open, frank, distiucf, sincere, 
find a plL-dgc of moderation ; and I leave it to the good sense of 
the . house, whether thqrc caQ exist a diflcraif^ of opinion npo« 
this point. 

Sir, what was it we offered to rcDOunce to France? In one 
^ord, all that we had taken from then. What did (fais consiit 
of?— rthc valuable, ^od almo&t, under all ctrcnmsfauces, theim, 
pr^nable island of Martinique, Tarious other West India pos- 
sessions, St. Lucia, Tobago, the French part of St. Domingo 
the settlements of Pondieberrjr wd CJiandeniagore, all the 
^rench factories and means of trade in the East Indies, and ths 
islands of St. Pierre and Miqudon; and for what were these 
renunciatioos to be made? For peace, and for peace onlj. 
^nd to whom? To a «atioa which had obtained ffom liis Ma« 
Jesty's dominions in Europe nothing in the course of the war, 
tfhicfa had never met our fleets but to add to the catalt^e of our 
Victortce, aqd to sirell the mdancholy lists of their own c^« 
turcs and defeats. — To a power which hod never separately met 
^e arms of this country by land, but to carry the glory ami 
f)rowea»of the British name to a higher pitch, and to a country 
^ho^e comiperce is imlicard of, whose navy is annihilated, 
whose disfrffis, confessed by theinseivcs, (however ft may Iw 
jittcmpted to be dissembled by their panegyrists in this or any 
oUicr country,) is acknqwiedged by the sighs and groans of thq 
people of France, and proved by the expostolations and remon^ 
Gtrances occasioned by the violent measures of his executive gOf 
vcrnment. — Such Was the situation in which we stood — such tbQ 
situation of the enemy when nc offered to make these impor* 
taat coaceuions, as the price of peace. Wh^t was the situation 
of iJic allies of France? From Spain, who, from the moment 
;he had deserted our cause an4 enlisted on ^le pact of the enemy, 
only added to the number of our conquests, and to hep own in.f 
d el ibte disgrace, we made clum of one island, the island ot 
Trinidad, a chum not resting on the mere unVed title of pos^ 
eeasion, to counterbalance the general Eufo^n aggrandizement 
^f France, )>ut as ttie price of f omcthiq^ th^t we h^ to gire by 
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making g<tod the title to the Spanif-h part of Saint DomingOf 
which Spain had cuded without right, and which cession could 
not be made without our guaranteo. To Holland, haTing^io onr 
hands the whole tm^ns of their comraerce, the whole source of 
their wealth, we offered to return almost all that was raluabla 
jand JuA-atirc to them, in the mere consideration of commerce ; 
■we desired in return to keep what to them, ina pecun'arj' Tictf 
would be only a burthen, in a political tiew worse than useless, 
|>ecanse they' had not the means to keep it; what, had we 
granted it, would haTO been a sacrifice, not to thctn, but to 
France ; what would in futu re. hare-en ablcd her to carry on her 
plan of subjugation against the Eastern possessions of I^olland 
itself, as well as against those of Great Britain, All that wa 
asked, was, not indemnification for what we had 'suffered, but 
(be means of preserving onr own possessions, and the strength of 
our naTat empire; we did this nt a time when our enemy was 
~ feeling the pressure of war — and who looks at the quostion of 
|keace without some rrgard to the relative situation of the conotrr 
with which you are contending? I.Qok then at their trade; 
took at thdr' means; look at the posture of their affairs ; lool^ 
at what we hold, and at the means we have of defending our. 
(elTcG, and our enemy of resisting us, and tell me, whether this 
offer was or was not a proof of sincerity, and a pledge of mo. 
deration. Sir, I should be ashamed of arguing it, I confess ; I 
am apprehensive we may have gone too far in the first proposali 
we made, rather than shew any backwardness in the ncgocialioa ; 
but it is unnecessary to argue this point. 

Our proposal was received and allowed by the French pIcnU 
potentiarios, and transmitted for the consideration of the Di- 
rectory J months liad elapsed in sending couriers weekly an! 
daily from Paris to Lisle, and from Lisle to Paris : they taught ni 
to expect, from time to time, a consideration of this subject^ 
and an explicit answer to our projch But the first' attempt of 
the Directory to negociate, after having received our prujit, ia 
worthy of remark ; they required tfiat we, whom they had 
fummoncd to- a definitive trcatyj should stop and discuss preli. 
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nlnaiy points, which were to be setlled without knowing whca 
thcr, when we had agreed t» them all, we had adranced one 
inch ; we were to discuss; whether his Majesty would renonnce 
the titleof King of France, a harmless feather, at most, in the 
crown of England;, we were to discuss, whether we nould 
restore those ships taken itt Toulon, the acquisition pf valour, 
^nd which we were entiticd iipon eTC^y ground to hold; wa 
were to discuss, whether we would renounce the mortgage 
■which we might pqssess on the Netherlands, and which engage^ 
much of the honourable baronet's attention : but it does so 
happen, that what the honourable baronet cotjsidered as so im. 
portant, was of no importance at all, . For a mortgage on the 
ffetherlande, we hare none, and consequently we hare none 
to Tenounce; therefore, upon that condition, which they ha^ 
no right to aek, and we had no mqans of granting, vtfs tq)4 
them them the tfue state of the caBe^ and that it w^s not worti) 
piking abont. 

The nest point which occurred, is of a nature which is dtf, 
Ccult to dwell upoa without indignation ; we were waiting the 
fulfilment of a promise which had been made repeatedly, o| 
deli»ering to our ambassador a contre-pTqjel, when they who 
had desired us to come for the purpose of concluding a definitiTq 
treaty, propose that w^ should subscribe as a sint qud non pr^. 
liminary, that we were ready, in the first instance, to consent 
to give up all that we had taken, and then to hear what the; 
had farther to ask. Is it possible fQ suppose that such a thing 
could be listened to by any country that was not prepared ti^ 
prostrate itself at the feet of France, and ii| that abject posture 
to adore its conqueror, to Jolicit new insults, to submit to de« 
mands still more degrading and ignominious, and to cancel at 
once the honour of the British name? His Majesty had na 
hesitation iq refufipg to comply with such insolent and unwar* 
rantablc demands. Here again the house will tec, that the sfHiit 
of the Tiolent part of the French gOTernment, 'which h^ thq 
insolence to advance this propoijition, had not acquired powet 
and strength iq that state of the ne^ociatioQ to adberetoUi 
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hh Majesfy'3 explanatiods and remonstrancea for a time preTnileJj 
and an inlerral ensued, in which we had a hope, that we wefe 
trancing to a paciQcation. His Majesty's refusal of tliis de* 
iDBtid, was receired by the French plenipotentiaries with as- 
surances of a pacific disposition, was transmitted' to their go> 
. Ternmcnt, aild was seconded by a continued and repeated rep&i 
ttticin of promises, that a contrt-projet should be presented^ 
(ireteading that they were under the necessity of sending to their 
allies an account of what passed ; and that they were endca* 
'touring to prevdl on them to accede to proposals for putting aa 
end to the calamities of war — to terminate the calamities of that 
tear into which those allies were forced, id which they wera 
retained Sy France alone, and in which they purchased nothing 
but sacrifices to France, and misery to themselres. We wero 
told, indeed^ in a conference that followed, that they had 
Obtidned an answer, but that not being sulScieittly satisfactory, 
it was sent back to be considered. This continued, during the 
' whole period, anfil that dreadful Catastrophe of the 4th of 
Sept«nber: eten after that erent, the same pretence was held 
ont ; they peremptorily promised the contre^pripet in four 
d^iys ; the samp pacific professions were renewed, and our mi- 
nister was assured, that the change of circumstances in France 
Should not be a bar to the pacification. Such was the uniform 
language of the plenipotentiaries in the name of the govern- 
ment — how it is proved by their actions I hare already stated t» 
Aeiiouse. After this series of professions, what was the first 
step taken to go on with the ncgociation in this spirit of con- 
ciliation ? Sir, the first step was to renew, as- bis Majesty's 
declaration has welt stated, in a shape still more ofTcnsive, die 
former iiiadniissible and rejected demand ; the rejection of 
irhlch had been acquiesced in by themscWes two months before, 
tnd duringall which time, we had been impatiently waiting for 
the performance of their promises. That demand was the same 
that I have already stated in substance, that Lord Malmcsbnry 
should Aplain to them, not only his powers, but also his in. 
■tructions; and they asked not for the formal extent of hls^ 
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power, 'wlitcli voulil giTC solidity to what he Blight conclude ill 
thp ][ing'3 name, bnt they asked an irrerocable pledge, that he 
would consent to give up aA titat we had taken rrora them aD<l 
from their allies, witiiout knowing how much more they had 
affcrwards to aek. It is true thc^ endeavoured to cbniiace 
Lord MaltnPGhury, thai although an avowal of his instructions 
%a8 demanded, it would never be required that he should act 
upon it, for there was a great difference between knowing the 
extent of the powers of a minister, and insisting upon their ex- 
ercise. And here 1 would ask. (he honouraltle baronet, whether 
be thinks, if, in the £rst instance^ we had given up all to ths 
French plenipotentiaries, they would have given it all back 
again to us ? Suppose I was ambassador from the Fi-ench Dirac^ 
tory, and the honourable baronet ,was ambassador from Great 
Britain, and I were to say to hmi, "Will yeu gife up all yoO 
have gained i It would only be a handsome thing in you, as ad 
Englishman, and no ungenerous use shall be made of it ;'* 
-would the* honour able baronet expect me, as a French ambas^ 
■ador, to say, " I am instructed, from tbc good nature of the 
Directory, to say, you have acted handsomely, and I now re» 
lurn you what you have so generously given ?" Should we not 
' be caUed children and drivellers, if we could act In this maDner ? 
and indeed the French government could be nothing butcbildrett 
and driveller, if thcy could suppose that we should bare acceded 
to such a proposal. — But they arc bound, it seems, by sacred 
treaties; Ihcy are bound by immutable laws; they are sworn 
vhen they make peace, to return every thingto tharallies; and 
who shall require of France, for the safety of Europe, to depart 
from its own pretensions to honour and independence ? 

If any person can really suppose that this country could bata 
agreed to such a proposition, or that such a negociation wtd 
likely to lead to a good end, at! I can say is, that with such a 
man I will nut argue. I leave others to imagine what was likely 
to have been the end of a negociation, in which it was to hava 
been settled as a preliminary, thilt you were to give up. all that 
jou have g^ned; and when, on the side of yuu^ enemy, not k 
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vord was said or whxt he had to propose aftcrvards. They 
(temaDd of your ambassador to shew to them not only hts powcraj 
but also hit instructiona, before they explun a word of theirs j 
fend they tcjl yon tod, that yon are' never to expect toh^r what 
(heir powers are, uotit yoQ shall be ready to cont^ede eVery thing 
which the IKrcctnry may think fit to reijuire. This is ccrtainljr 
the substance of what they propose i and they tell you also, that 
they are to carry on the oegociation from the instructions which 
thdr pfenipotentiaries are to rcccire from time to time from them. 
You are to have no power to insti'uct yoor ambassador; you ariB 
to shew to. the enemy at onee all you have ia view, and tney wUl 
only tell you from time to tine, ai to them shall seeM meeti 
what demands they shall make. 

It was thus it was attempted, on the part of the French, t« 
commence the n^odation. In July, this demand was made t a 
Lord Malmesbury. He stated, that his powers were ample.. In 
answer to this, fliey went no farther than to say, that if he had 
BO such power as what thcy required, he should send to Englanrd 
to obtain it. To which he replied, that he had. not, nor should 
he have it if be sent. In this they acqtriesce, and attempt to 
smuso'us for two months. At tha end of that time, the pleni- 
potentiaries say to Lord Malmesbury, not what they said before, 
■end to England for power to accede to proposals which you haT« 
already rejected ; but go td England yonrself for such powers, 
in order to oht^n peace. 

Such was the winding up of the negocialion ; such was the 
way in which the prospect of peace has been disappointed by the 
CDuduct of France ; and I must look upon the dismissal of Lord 
Malmesbury as the last stage of the ncgociation, Itecauae th» 
undisguised insnit by which it was pretended to be kept up for 
ten daysafterLordMalmesbury was sent away, was realty below 
comment. You (France) send him to ask for those powers which 
you were told he had not, and in the refusal of which, you acqui- 
esced: you have asked as a preliminary,- tbatwhich is monstrous 
and exorbitant; that preliminary you were told would not ba 
complied with, and yet the performance of that preliminary you 
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tbade tile sine qvS won condition of his retam ! Sacli was the 
last step by which the French gOTernmcnt has shewn that it 
Ihad feeling enciugh,)cft to' think It necessary to search for some 
pretest to colour its proceedings ; but they ire snch proceeding! 
that no pretext or arliGce can cover them, as will appeal 
more particularly from the papers officially Commutticatcd to the 
konse. 

But here the subject iats not rest ; If we loolt ia the whole 
Complexion of this transaction, the duplicity, the arrogance, 
and Tiolence which has appeared in the course of the ncgociation, 
If we tdiliefroni thence our opinion of its general result, we shall 
be justified in our conclusion, Hot that the people of Franccj 
not that the whole gOTcmmsnt of France, but that that part 0/ 
the govcrment which had loo much influence, and his aiJ* 
the whole ascendancy, never was sincere ; was determined to 
accept of no terms but such as would make it neither durable 
nor safe, such aa could only be accepted by this country by 
a surrender of all its interests, and by a sacrifice of erery 
pretension to the character of a great, a powerful, or ui inde^ 
petidentnation. 

This, Sir, is inference no longer, you hate their own opeiT 
avowal; you have it stated in the subsequent declaration of 
France itself, (hat if is not against your commerce, that it is not' 
against-Jour wealth, it is not against your posacssioris in the cast," 
or colonics in the west, it is not against cTcn the source of yauf 
maritime greatness, It ia not against any of the- appendages of 
your empire, but against the very essence of your liberty, against 
the foundation of your imlcpendcnce, against the citadel of your 
happiness, against your constitution itself, that their bostilitici' 
are directed. They have themselves announced and proclaimed 
the proposition, that what they mean to bring with tirur iD< 
fading army is the genius of their liberty : I -desire no Other 
word io express the subversion of the British constitutkmj — 
and the substitution of the most malignant and fatal co;atrast, — 
and the annihilation of British liberty, and the obliteration of 
every thing that has rendered you a great, a fioarisMng, and a 
happy people. 
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.This U what is at isiue ; for this are we to declare ouneWes in 
a manner that deprecatci the rage which onr enemy will not 
d'usemble, and which will be little moTed by our entreaty. 
Under such drcnmstances are we ashamed or afraid to declare) 
in a firm and manly tone, our reaolutian to defend ourselTes, or 
to speak, the language of truth with the energy that belongs to 
Englishmen united in sach a cause ? Sir, I do notscruple for onb 
to say, if I kneir nothing by which 1 could state to myself a 
probability of the contest terminating in our favour, I would 
maintain, that the 'contest with its wo^t chances is preferable to 
an acqaiescence in snch demands. 

If I could look at this as a dry question of prudence, if Icould 
calculate it upon the mere grounds of interest, I would say, if 
we lore that degree of 'national power which is nccessary'for the 
mdependence of the country, and its safety ; if we tegatA do- 
mestic tranquillity, if we look at inditidud enjoyment, from 
the highest to the meanest among us, there is not a man,, whose 
■talieissogreat intbe country, that he ought to hesitate amoment 
in sacrificing any 'portion of it to oppose the violence gf the 
enemy.; nor b there, I trust, a man in this happy and freenati* 
on, whoso stake Is sosmallj thatbewonid not be ready to sacrifice 
his life in the same canse. If we look at it with a view to safety, 
this would be our conduct ; but if we look at it upon the prin. 
dple of tme honour, of the character widch we hare to support, 
of the example which we hare to set to the other nations of 
Europe, if we view rightly the lot in which Providence hai 
placed us, and ^e contrast between ourselves and all the other 
countries in Europe, gratitude to that ProTidence should inspire 
us to make every effort in such a cause. There may be danger, 
but on the one side there is danger accompanied with honour; 
on the other side, there is danger with indelible shame and db- 
grace ; upon such an alternative, Englishmen will not hesitate. 
I wish to disguise no part of my sentiments upon the grounds 
on which 1 put the issue of the contest. I ask, whether up to 
the principles I have elated, weare prepared to act ? Having dohe 
90, my opinion is not (dtered, m/ hopes however are animated 
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from tlie reflection Qi&t (he means of our safety are in oar ovb 
baods ; for tttere-nefer was a peHod when we hSd more to to. 
courage us ; in spite of heavy burdens, the radical strength ofllie 
nation nerersliewed itself more cotispicuons ; its revenbc nercr 
exhiliited greater proofs of the wealth Of the coufilry j the same 
objects, which constitute the blessings Vro hare to fight for, 
famish ns with the tneans of eontinuiUg them, -fiut it is bot 
Opon that point 1 rest it ; there is one great resotirce, which I 
trust will nercr abandon us, anJ wMcti has shone forth in the 
English character, by which we ha»e preserved our existence afld 
fame, as a nation, which I trust we shall be detcrniined ncTcf 
to abandon nndcr any extremity, but shall join hand and beait 
in the solemn pledge that is proposed to us, und declare to his 
Majesty, that we know great exertions are Kanting, tJiat we 
are prepared to tnalcc them, and at all events dcferaiined to stand 
or fall by the laWs, liberties, and religion of our country. 

"The amendmetit was aftcrWards nithdiiwM, andtheor'Einalsddcnspaiicd 



November 24, ,1797. 



' Thi Hoim having rewlvcdiuclf into B Coauuittee.ofSDppIr, 
Mr. Pitt mc and addrcncd the cmnmittce u> the Iblluwing pu: 



In pursuance of the intimation whidi I gave upon a former 
day, I now rise \n state to the committee the general outline of 
the measures which are proposed as the foundations for raisiug 
the supplies, and for meeting the esigendes of the ensuing year. 
As the [Trinciple of that part of the intended' plan to which I aid 
most desirous to direct the attention of t&c committee is new in 
the iJnaDciai operations of this country, at least for more than a 
century ; as if is a principle so imporlaitt in its nature, and so c%- 
tensive in its consequences, it Js not my intention to call for ai>y 
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4d6cigiaii,itpoo iti merit tn the prcfent itage of the buiineas. All 
.tluit I now mcsn to (tate to the coiaipltlee, I wuh to be coiiti> 
dored merely uk notice, wtd « general expltu»tioB of a plan tlwt 
-^9 afterwanli to be bronght forward. An^ ninute considcratioD 
and particular dispoiitioni I iball. omit till the lobject ii iiibmitted 
-to a dftaikd.^iGiitnon, and content mjraulf with a general Tiew 
of the object propoied, and a general ontJiae of the node bj 
which it ti'to be carried into execution. After the facta which 
Jire ojread; ia yonr pouQiion, after the unaaimoui resolutioa 
whiiJi the two hoQict of pariianent bare pasted upon the subject, 
.it would be nnaece»ai7 for me to dwell npon <he catuei whicb 
demand yoar exertions, and the natnre of the c»bjecti| which the 
■applies jrou are called upon to pro?ide are intended to Mcnre. 
The %aestioa which yon hare to consider is of bo leu importanea 
than by what means job are to provide for thetxpearai whicb 
will be nacessary to enable you tacceMfuIlf to resist the arowcd 
iatcDtioaa of an arrogant foe, to destroy your 1 bertiea and cjibt 
■titutjoB, to cut off the sonrcet of your wealth, your proBperi^, 
your isdepeodeoce, and your glory. In pledging ourselves ta 
withstaad these haughty pretensions, and to defend the bkssints 
- we enjoy, wehave not acted lightly. In expressing our determina* 
tion to support the honour aiid the interest of the country at ere- 
ry hazard, we spohe equally the dictates of sober reflection, and 

■ the language of iadignant feeling; onr judgment was In cdb- 
cord with our ardour ; wo declared oarselra ready to meet the 
difficalty ID its fullest extent, and preitaredto support our resol«> 

-tioa at every extremity. I wish to be understood, therefore, 
. that U b upon those principles, that the plan which I am now 
; about.lo otplain ii founded. I Icnow tiiat it is upon these princi- 
-'{ilcs,.tiat parliaiac|it aodtlie oatioa.hare pledged themteltes 4o 
'niet;bf these principles, and. these onjj, :the mesMreB wUeh 

■ are to bo submitted to your considerattoo haTS J>e«a fram^, 
and it b npon these principles that their propriety ought to be 

-judgMi ■ ' ■ 

-' fidfbre'I proceed tO'Cnter more largdy into the prkioiphs of 

^the>^lkW-#bltJh''it:isn»j-4lileilti«n'ta-prapo»e, 1 shall bsiafly takq 
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ft *ie(r of the &moant of t£e ezpeiiMS for wlicli tt wilt be ne- 
tesBATj to proride. These I shall itato under the ■asum\ tiead^, 
avoiding Id the present aUge of the business,' all minirte details, 
and considering only the unonnt of the supplies, whidi will be 
required. 

Ishallb^in, then, with the sums th&t ^1 bet necessary for 
the service of the nary. Tb^ comroitteo will recollect tliat 
there hai already been voted for this branch, the sam of 
13,539,006;: It vUllikewise be receltected, tiliat the estlmatei 

• of the present year have bfien made ont in a new form, intended, 
irlth greater correctness than formerly, to present a full view of 
aH the expense -that would be neces»rj. Instead of the former 
allowance of 4^ per month, which >ras found to be inadequate, 

-'the }'ull Ripense has been taken &itO view. Even in thdr ^CKut 
^lape the estfinates are not to be considered as so accurate as to 
'exdnde the possibility of any excess. All that cui be smd it, 

that they are now more likely than at any former period to include 

the whole of the expense which thisbrandi of the serrice nVf 
demand. The amonnt vated, (hen, for this artkleis 12,0S5;OOO/. 
'It H unnecessary here to afeeify the different heads of this brajpcb ; 
'MI that Is requisite is, to point out the whole of the expotse 
' w>ich we are called upon to de*!se mtesures to supply. Besides 
-this t^nm, there will be a sum of nary debt, owing to tho ^ceu 

«f last year above the estimate, artounting to three millions. ~ 
-'Thb, however, will form no part of the ei^pense for whidi it 
- 4rm now be requisite to make a caahiH'ovision. It ffiU My be 
/m^M^ to provide a snm equal to the interest ; and in tke pre. 

ftHtlfateof the (iinda, thftt provision cannot. be calculated at 

• k^s tlian 250,000 J. By a regulation adopted last year to prevent 
>- the depretidtion of navy «iid ezcliequer Ulht by providing that 
■i,lhe l)eTiod' «f payment ihoeld ndver be veiy distant from their 

'^alfl, tbere^rlU be on their monthly ifsoe of fiOO,OOOI. a floating 
■ ^ebttff l,60p,00Q/.to befnBded,arjsiBf^outof the ejiccwoftho 
estimates for the year 1797. Hiere will likewise be a' similar 
snmor l,S00^000f. falling dneinthByoR' 1799',, Uut for then 
bo cttb providou wUIbeoeeesiaty«'MrAnelb«yr:ipdH4td in ^p 
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inppliea to be nbtA. The inm of 19,539,000/. ii all that entan 
into the acconnt of the luppliei under thu branch for the eniu- 
ia< year. - 

The expense for the arm)', excepting oa\j barracki and extra- 
.ordinariei, hat ILkewiie been voted. What the amonnt of the 

' extnordinarics will be, it b impostible toaaccrtUn; butsofarat 
can be collected Trom the bills alrcadj drawn, thia article maj' ba 
.taken at fonr millions beiidea the tote of credit, making an ex* 
ceu of about 1,300,000/. at the end of the year. 
, In judging of the probable, amonnt of the demands of ' 
Oux branch of serTice for the year 1 79^, it will be seen that there 
^noproipect of iacreascat hobie.; that' the situation of the war 
abroad promise* to admit of a diminution ; and thitt from the ge- 
neral (tote of affairs, many of the cauKS, which' contributed 
to swell the eitraordinaries of the army, cease to operate. The 
amonnt of the eitraordinaries, then, may be taken at 3,500,000/. 
The charge on the head of barracks may be estimated at 400,000/. 
The expense of guards and garrisons, and the general articles in. , 
eluded under thu head, has already been TOted, amounting 
to I0,tl2,00Q/. The ordnance may be taken at 1,300,000/. 
sad the Tarious articles of miscellaneous service may be rated at 
.673,000/. There remun only two articles to be noticed, the 
lorn of 300,000/. appropriated for the reduction of the national 
debt, ahd aboat 680,000/. arising from deficiencies of grants. 

' From the whole, then, the committee will see, that the sum 
now to be prorided for amounts to abont twunty.fi«e millions and 
a half. Supposing the statements under the head of the army and ' 
nary to be correct, the expense on these branchn will be reduc 

. ed to the extent of two millions and a half; and, including the 
reduction on the bead of extraordinaries, the saving upon the 
whole will amount to the sum of 6,700,000/. 

Notwitlistanding this diminution, howerer, there still remains 
the sum of twenty-fire njillions and a Italf fo be provided for, 
as the supplies of the ensuing year. Before I proceed to explain 
the general plan proposed for corertng this expense, I shall stat« 
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tha Dtnil arttdei irlikh CMnpose put of tlio unnol wajrs aad 

Therein the growing prodne* of diec«iBoIid&ted fund, md 
tht land and malt. The fonner I shAll take, along with tbe pro- 
fit on the loltery, at ut very Bmall > mm as 700,000^. mailing 
witli the land and malt the mm of three mllUoiu and a half. 
There itill ronuni, howerer, the aiiiii of'twraty^two allllani to 
be mpplied by loioe other meaiu. The mode hf which this sura 
fatober^ied, forms the great object of ooniideration. The re> 
' dnction upon the head of naval and military e>tab)lihmeat doea, 
indeed, amount ^o a Tery considerable Mrlng. The commiltes 
viUiee with Mttisfactidn that thdr expensea admit of a diminntioa 
below what was necessary in some former periods of the war; 
fleasing as this tnrcuinstaqce certainly is, I will not disguise, 
bowerer, that after the inmi which have already been added to 
the national debt, after the burdens which have already been 
Imposed, to raise so large a snm as twenty-two millions, ii no 
light matter. But the difficulty is to lie examined with a Ann 
detormination to exert every effort which the magnitude of tb« 
occasion demands, with a firm determination to produce the 
means by which the struggle u to be supported with vigour and 
with effect, so long as these continue to be the only course by 
irbich we can maintun our national honour, and secure our na- 
tional safety. After this decided resolution, to render these sup. 
plies cSectiTC, the next ptunt to tie considered is the mode by 
which theexpensejstobedefrayed, without danger to the sources 
of ear prt^perity, and without incouTenience to those who may 
be called upon to contribute. 

Before I enter Iqto the statement of that plan by which It la 
proposed to meet a considerable part^f this expense in a manner 
rather nen in our more recent financial operations, I shall men. 
tioB one of the iatrnded supplies which, under the restiictiofi 
irith which it will be guarded, I am disposed to think will be 
Tiewed as altogether unexceptionable. After what I faaTo heafd 
from SQme gentlemen on former discosslons, I cani)pt expect 
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that the metsore to whicli I allade vlll encounter no pppositiop ; 
but I am prettj confident that though not univeisal, the appro- 
bation wbich it willreceiTB will be rery general. This measure, 
hoirefcr, b considerably different rt;om that which some gentle- ' 
^en Ganceir& I propose that towards the sqpplie* the bank shall 
roake an adrance to government. The sutn which it U in cqd- 
templation thai to raise is ndthcr very large in itself, nor will 't 
be made in such a shape as to deprive the bank of the cert^nty 
of repayment within a short period, if it shall be considered es- 
. pediait to take off the lestriclion on payment in cash. That 
under all the circumstances of onr present situation that rcstric- 
.tion is necessary,; I cannot entertain a doubt. I confess, that, 
while the war continues iu its present shape, it is my decided , 
opiiuon that it would be unwise to ^ispoqtinae that r^stnctifiu. 
Jf, boworer, any unforeseen evcqts of ^he war; or if the letitm 
of peace sbonid supersede that necessity, the advances, wbicb it 
is proposed should be made by the bank, are to be upoit such 
cpnditions as shall render them avail^iblc for the payment of their 
debt. . If such a measure should meet >ith the approbation of 
puliamenf, the bank will consent to make the adTonce, Ifitis 
clear, then, that in the present situation of affairs the restriction 
is prudent, if, under die conditions iqtendcd to he stipnhtted wjlh 
regard to the manner of repayment, this advance will beattended 
with advantage to the public service without any detriment to the 
bank, I am at a loss to discover why we should decline an accom- 
modation which, iq the present clroiimstttcas of the country, 
would prove so roateiial a relief. - The sum of three milljpus, 
then, the bank will agree to advance on exchequer bills, to foe 
repaid at a short period, capable of being prolonged if nothing 
occur to render\th»t extension ineipediept, but still claimable 
by the bank if any change in their affairs shall rei)der it ne- 
cessary. 

f here now remains to be supplied the sum of nineteen mil- 
lions. AcMrding to the received system of our finanrial opera. 
tioD^ the natural and ordiimry a)Q4e if providing thu sum would 
be by a loan. 1 know that, notifithstandiog the magnitude of 
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the debt ttreadj acenmnlated, resonrccs are tfOH left for Mppbring 
the public scTTice by this means. I adroit tihe fuadt*g systtta, 
which has been so long the estahliabed mode of ivppljtng the 
public wants, thoiigh I cannot bnt regret the extent to wfcidi'it 
has been carried, is not yet exhausted. If «e look, howercr, 
St the general diffusion of wealth, and the great accnmalatkH) of 
capital ; abore all, if we consider the hopes i^ich the eneny 
hare coac^Ted of wearying as out b^ the embarrassmentsof die 
funding sjrstem, we shall find Qfai the true mode of preparing 
onnetves to ni^ntain the contest with effect and inccesB, ii to n* 
duce the advantages which the funding syitem i> calcnlatad to 
afford within due timiti, and to prerent the depredatian of our 
national securities. We ought to consider how for the efforts 
we ihall exert to prcierTe-the Meirings we enjoy, will enable as 
to transmit the iiiheritance to posterity unincumbered with those 
burdens which would cripple their vigour, which would prernt 
them from asserting that rank in the scale of natiaiu which tbst 
ancestors so long and so gloriously maintained. It is in this p<^t 
of Tiew that the subject ought to be considered. . Whatever ob- 
jections might have been fairly nrged against the funding system 
in its origin, no aiau can suppose that, after the form and shape 
which it has given to our financial affairs, after the heavy bur- 
dens which, it has left behind it, we cao now recnr to the no- 
tion of rusing in one year the whole of the supplies which a scale 
of expense, so extensive aa ours, must require. If such apian 
is evidently impracticable, some medium, howeveTj may be 
found to draw as much advantage from the funding system, u 
it is fit, consistently with a dae r^ard for posteritj, to eaploy, 
and at the same time to obviate the evils with whleh its excass 
would be attended. We stilt may devise same expedient \y 
which we may contribute to the defence of our own canse, and 
to the supply of our own exigencies, by which we nay reduce 
vri thin equitable limits the accommodation of the funding sys. 
tcm, and lay the foundation of ^tltat quick redemption which will 
prevent the dangerous cftisequences of aA overgrown accnmola- 
tion of our public debt. 
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fivdi are ftc advaiifagea which the-jriaa I am Avat to propon 
cndeafonn to comUne. To guard agdnat the accomulatioa of 

-t)ie fimdKl debt, and to contribute tliat ihare to the aupport of 
the ttroggle in which we are engs^ed, which our abibty wi^ 
permit without inconrenience to thoie who are c^led upon to . 
contribate, appearg essentially necessary. The great object of 

each a practical scheme mast be toallut fairly and eqna]lj to 
every clau that portion which each ought to bear. As I 'haTe 
already tiated then, it ii my intention to propose, not for yo^r 
immediate decision, but for your mature d^iberation, the plaa 
of ra'ising, by a general tax withui the you, the avm of terea 

' millioas. t am aware that this sum does far exceed uiy thing 
which has been r^sed at any former pMiodat one time, bnt I 
trnst I ha*e stated sufficient reasons to shew that it ii a wise asd 
necesMry measure. I am sure that whatever tcmponry sacri- ' 
fioet it may be neceasary to make, the committee will feel t^t 

-they caabest proTidefor the ultimate s a ootea of the atrn^le, by 
■hewing Uiat they are determined to be guided by no pta'ssnal 
eonaida'atioas, that, while they defend the pretent blessings the/ 
wjoy, they are not regardless of posterity. If the eicYtfices re- 
quired be considered-in this view ; if they be t^ken ia refereace 
to the olqects for which we contend, and the evilt vioA yte Ate 
labouring to arn-t, great aa they may be compared with fomer 
axertions, they must appear very light in the balaDce. 

It will be observed^ that there will be twelve millioa^ oat »( 
thedghteen stiti to be provided for in the wi^ of loan, •: Atpre< 
•ent I state this circumstance merely in the cursory review I bs^a 
taken of the whole supplies, lo-what manner it wiU Iwdone 
^ust depeild upon the views which the progress of affairs may 
afterwards suggest. Certain parts of this sum would probably 
be raised on different terms. \VhateT<r part of it mi^t be co- 
vered by the produce of the sinking fund may be borrowecl as 
{lermaheat debt, providing for its redemption on the swne i»ta» 
, with the other pormaneat debt ; other parts again may be bor- 
rowed upoQ a mucb>carlier.schemevf ledemiJtioa. Bat to P'o* 



.:?:!.« CoOgIc 



546 MR. PITT'S [Not. 24, 

c««d to the mode by which it is proposed to rahe titii sub of 
seven nillioDs. 

It has been undenlood for a considerable time that a great in- 
crease of the assessed taies was in agitation. I shall state the 
reasons why tliis branch of the revenue baa been chosen as best 
calculated to combine the advantages, which I have alrcadj ex- 
plained as deurablc in the intended plan. The objects to be at. 
tain'ed in the mode of executing this scheme are threefold. One 
'great point is, that the [dan stiould be difTused as extensively as 
possible ; that it shonid be regulated as fairly and equally aa pos- 
liUe, without the necessity of finch an inrcstigafion of property 
as the customs, themanners, and the pursuits of the people would 
Tender odious and vexations, Thatit should exclude those who 
ftre least able to contribute or furnish means of relief; that it 
slionld distingoish the gradation of claeses : that it should admit 
of those abatements which, in particular instances, it might be 
pmdcDt to make in tfae> portioti of those who might be Kable un- 
der its general principles. I am aware that no measure can be 
devised adequately to provide^or all these objects in all their da. 
teils and in every particul^ instance. No scheme can. bd prac- 
tically carried into execution, in any financial arrangement, 
Buch Biorejn such a one as the present, with such perfect dis- 
positioDS as to guard agunst every possible iuGonreDience, and to 
render every individual application unexceptionable. The«o ge. 
nersl prindplea, however, most be k^t in view in every practical 
piaa, and the great question in discntsion will be, whether aniy 
means of ap^iortioning the extent of the contribution can be 
found, better calculated to prtserve them entire than the proviij 
ons which Iproposecontaiu, It will at once occur that the taxes, 
known, by tite name of assessed, include so many objects dificr- 
cnt in thtir nature, so many objects in the present state of society, 
' of real necessity, to many of optional use and of luxnry, so di- 
versified by modes and by theslate of fnioilies, that in general no. 
tiling can afford a better test of espenditore than the way in which 
these taxta are cwubioed. ' One great ol^eolion, that the pe^ 
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who contribnte to tlie'a^egsed tua yet nay Be i B tttnt tt be 
exempted from inch a contiibntion m the.pres>at, will that be 
obTtated in a Itriklng manner. Thoie who contribnte ta the 
assessed taxes compose a number of abont 7 or 800,000 house> 
keepers and masters of families, Incloding a population of nearly 
fonr millions, on whom the sam will be r^ed. Who then are 
those who will be egtitled to exemption ? Thost who already 
are not included at all, on account of their porerty, or those 
who, for the same reason, are discharged from payment. Whe* 
ther diis description includes the artificers and labourers who 
hare a faircMm to exemption, there is at least reason to beliere, 
from the best information that can be collected, that 50r,000 
hoDsekecpen and masters of families, covering a popnlatioh of 
between two and three millions, are so comprehended. Such is 
the extent of the total exemption. 

The next object then is, to consider the effect of the contribution 
upon those classes on which it wonid be raised. -The assessedtax^ 
so far as canbe ascertaiaed, amount to a sum of about 3,700,000/. 
This mm as collected is letied on about 7 or S00,0()0 housekeep- 
ers, of whom it is ascertained that 400,000 do not contribute 
more than 150,000/. This, indeed, is a little increased by the late 
additions, but in a Tery small proportion, as these additions 
chiorfy affect those who belong to the Superior classes. The pro. 
posed additional assessment, then, upon the whole contributors, 
would amonnt, on the whole sum of the assessed taxra, to some, 
thing Ie£B than a treble contrlbutiDn. Why it shonld be some- 
thing less than treble, which would beabout eight millions^ will he 
explained in the sequel. When we see that 4O0',ObO'htiu!«helMc!r> 
contribute only 150,000/. we shall see'how smalta pa rt^ ST the 
addition^ share will fall upon those who are most entitled to 
mitigation. In this extensire apportionment, too, we shall d'rs- 
corer the modifications which it may be' aecesiary to make, and 
the means to adapt It to the ability of the contributors, ' Tlwas- 
•essed (axes obTionsly dirldc themselves into tv^fl' elasses; Those 
which inagreatmeaaurcappljed to inhabited houses, consisted of 
three dadea ; tha^ which was known by the name of the old dnty, 
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fti wiodnr dtttf^ and the Gpaimittatii}n dntj,. firtt imposed last 
war, And r«gulaied in 17^9: wd pf.the ^ffer^t per cents. 
rioce iinpoied, whiiriiinay mionnt to abont 1,400,OOOI. out <^ 
two millioas and •* balf. In.tliu both tbe high and the low 
dauu i*ere included; but among the latter, 400,000/. contn- 
baled only iB6,QO0l. . The ottier conaistf of optional consuipit- 
tioDS and luxury— the duty on. servants, .carriages, honea for 
, .plenDRe, «nd that otasB of luiries employed. in agricnltnre, tbe 
.liiyprietora of vhom, in tlie present state of theconntry, oneqf 
ttke Biost opulent classes wbtcb it contains, couid not he injured 
.bj sucb an addition to (ke moderate rate vhicb is nor paid. It 
wi)t,rMdily .occur that, vkete there arejiquseswhicl^do not con- 
. Iiibnie for tb^ op:doD^^ oc class of iamry , tber? Site inhabitant 
-ntut be bes't entitled. to faToyr and mitigation. On these, thn, 
the burden will fall much more lightly than on those, tnch as 
onncbeSf, and those whet .contribute tobolb,diTieions of ihe as. 
- Mssed taxes. There is ^aotherdistinction likewise which will 
increase tbe faciljtj^. pf applying .the rclitsf, whi«h it may be 
found proper to hatow. The house tax in the metropolis aai 
other' great (owns, is more felt, by the inferior classes than it if 
fdt by tbe. same class in tbe couotry. Persons in the same cir. 
. CDBubncesof life^ who in the country pay only perhaps %(. in 
townsinaypay three or four'limes thatamouat. It is theadTan< 
tage of this plaa tbeq, that it will be in the power uf the com- 
,Kuttee to joake '^e contributioa bear upon those who are best 
«Ue to. pay, and diminish the burden of tfause who are best ea- 
tifte4 to.relief. It fprms another characteristic adrantsge of t^e 
j{^, tbfit, tb^ relief wbich it may.^ exp^ient to giie to the 
po«^,. wilt not materially affect the pfodnctireness of tbe tu 
There i*, reason to believe, frojn the beat estimate, (hat can be 
formed, that not more than 3 or 400,ppo^ is raise*} in all t^e 
netropt^j ^bjg uii^u<l«s,jndeed,all.who are entitled t.o relief, 
bot' it likewii»>iBcl)j,de^^ those wbo,;^ best able to pay. If 
gre^t cities ^d popnloui towns contain a ereat number who, 
from tbdr porerty, bare s claim to exemption, they contaia 
likewise a great proportton, of tbe opulent classj wbo will be 
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«b)e to .cqntrlbBtc N ioch a 'raKRner u to ■appl;' vhMIt wonM 
W aafi^r to exact ft-om the inferior cIbm, Tlins the two clusa 
together will snpp!^ wh&t la reqnirecl withoat oppression to tBe 
poor, or deUcation of the tax. Id ibi» moaBer, following 
tiw gradations of afaSlLt^ , aathey srB'idearijr'pointed out bj the 
profitf of roIuatu7 or hizariaii*coBtHbtt){oii,'and t%e ci^mt 
. to rdief, a* tlie^ ^re auerlaiaed by the natnre of the tazu 
wbleb IndividnaU already pay, tho foil amotiat wtti be iaitif 
coUwted, and the Inrdea jiutly distribated. In this, way the 
lint chsi of cmtribution will, on the whole, doable the amonnf 
of what is already paid, tlioiigh in tome eaaea it nay be more 
than dpabtfl, in othczi cooflidbrabl; leas. In thii way 2,800,000/; 
piay be obtained' Upon tfast daaa wUeh eamptdiends the taxM 
on Eervaats, ' plevfqre horaet, carriageaj &c, it ii pnpoaed ta 
treble the unnm^' Ir An hi^ec cl>uaes,rwliere the qoanHty 
of HMes^ed twn* Nby be considered aim fail criterion of opu- 
lence, tlte tate of contribution may ia some casea be an additloit 
^f ^m and a half, and.eren, in the highnf dau of, all, n 
.%9adraple of the preeent tax. 

0^ th« i§coad -detcriptioii, th^re mtty be obtained abont 
a,9P0,W0/, at the treblfl rate- Allowing 500,000/. for die 
highat clasf, tba;prod«C«'«itir the 2,8(10,000/. for the first class, 
makes more dun 7^00^000/. If it were trebled on the whoiej 
the prodvee would be nore th%a 8,O(3p,OO0i. 'bvt it will now foe 
enffit^ently nnderstood, tbat, froM the taoditcations which it will 
be expedient to latrodiif^, in niBPy Oases; instead of double there 
will not be ope rate, in seme not one half rate, and others sfill 
less, to b^ exacted. Thns^ from the treble allotment, there will 
be nearly eB» million to be divided in moinfication to a]Ieriat« 
. tifa bHrdeoii of -those ir^oiD- it may be wise to exempt. In this 
maoaer each claps ifjil Manta^lf contribnte to tbe relief of these 
who are unable to uista^ an additional borden, and the 400,000 
.tr^o now pay so smaU a proportion witi continne to be protected 
frofD any severe exaqtioa .by the extent whlehthe tax will receifc 
from tbe mora opulei^.dius of contribntoni. 
. Thai tbe a^raalKge at such an amngement will ^ow niS» 
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ckat.;l«tkH4« of rdtef.wfeow nSef a&uld be gires wUhoul 
^ininbUas t)ie prodactiteiMM' of the tn. Itwin^ktwany 
•icmptioa to (liow wbo have «0 mcinu , not to tbow who ue 
unKiUifig to cMtributei of the fonoer there tDftj' iievany in 
number, hnt little Id muNiDt; of the latter, whstersr the 
amoBBt may be, I am luro tbennnbers »iU be few-. I am sare 
tb*t there eannot be a iarge praportioa of men in any part of 
tbii qoantiy who will be linwilUng to concur ia those measures 
WDich are felt bo nficessarj' Tor the public safety, or who can re- 
fuse to eontiibiita a pact of ihcir property for the prcserrattqii of 
all they postesii. In such a caiiie no man can find tbe extent of 
his contribotion limited, but by the ettent of his ah«fety. In 
crery class wliere the meang exceed the actual necessity; in 
«iery tiase~wlier<3 the power of contribnlibn eieeeds the dbiolate 
dcmaoJj BO man can sarely be so unmindrul of the duties he owes 
to bis country, no man can be so blind to the intM^t* he has to 
preserve, as not to feel that he make» the most fr«g^ and gene. 
rous optioa in contributing to defend tbe society, of which he 
forms -a ty}mpoiient part, and to maintain that station wl^tA he 
occnpios. I Am aware that I anticipate the wl^es of erery man 
who heaif me, in. thus proposing that the extent of the relief, 
jrhich the poor will recme, will be defrayed liy the rate of con. 
tribution varying with the property and tlie Staho which men 
hold in the country, by'atfachlng upon the same class with bnr. 
selves the additional hardens which the poverty df the lower 
classes will improve. In thus aflbrding a proof of (he sincerity 
of (he plei^ we have given by oar readiness to make tbe saeri- 
.fices which it requires, I feel that f amequally ia-nnisotf with tlie 
general sentiment of the committee^ as with the geeat principles 
of policy, and of justice. Speaking for onnelns, we thus dls- 
claim erery li(ttc jealou^ of tbe extent of the bnrden we are 
fyilled upon to bear. We prove to Ae world that we are not 
litnttcd by t^is or that contributioa ; we demonstrate that we 
'calculate only the magni<ude «f the occasion, and consider only 
n^hethcr the eiibrt be eq4tal to f he- importance of the demand. I 
trust that thciCsWHoa viitlRotWMdenr, thatlMdhnttibtition 
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will not be inadeqnate ; bat if it were found to I>£ below ik« 
DAerampled gfeatness of tbe canse-, I am sure that the utomit 
al^critj wonid be sbewit to Robmit tH still greater mcrificei, snd - 
to display more rignroas efforts. We have the satiifactioii of 
knowing that, however heavy theie bordeus might be, if per- 
manent, yet 05 temporary sacrifices they are light in -the scale 
wlien weighed against this ihighty enais and extremity of d^ence^ 
when compared with the horrors we ha^e to ahnn, sad the Tatas 
of the blessings we haVc to preserre. If I ata not deceived in 
t&e inqniries I have msdej the gi^test contribntion will not ea4 
c^cd a tenth of the income of the highest l:lasi of those by whom 
iflspatd. No man surely 1*1)1 think satih a sacrifice too giext 
for such a dause ; he cantiot think advantages tod denriy pur^ 
chased, if -the effect of oilr preparation be to diseoarage the Ck 
trava^ant pfctensions of t(e enemy, to dissipate the vain hopes 
tbeyhave bnilt on oursdpposed^adtiti embarrasnnents, to lal- 
mate confidende at home, to confirm the solidity of onr poWer,' 
and to maintain the sources of our prosperity. 

' Having thus explained the general natnre of the plan [H'OtM^- 
ed, I must not omit to surest -the precautions wliieh will be 
necessary to prevent th& contribution from being eluded on the 
one hand by a subsequent diminution of establishment, and on (he 
other io tnake provision that a real change of circhmstances may 
nof'cxpose individuals to an oppressive exaction. It is evident, 
however, that In order to tnakc the tas productive, it must pro. 
ceed on a past, not on a future assessment. For, Sir, every 
gentleman must feel, that if for the period this contritmtion is to 
bely.Ied upon the people, the share each individual is to con- 
tribute, were to be regulated by futtirc assessments, a great part 
of the benefit there is noV reason to expect we shall (lAive from 
i^, .would be friltcrdd away by concealment and evasion. It if, 
therefore, tny purpose to propose, that not future but past assess, 
meats shall be made the basis of the new contribution ; because, 
prima facie, ilic most impartial evidence tliat can be obtained of . 
the ability of each individual to contribute to Ihe exigencies of 
the state, is the amount of his expenditure of income before Ik 
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iaa any femptetiaii to lower it, in order to elude t mtioo. On 
tfce otber hand, Sit, u casfs may exist of loma, who 1^ acd< 
dental o^uhs we reademl uDft}>Ie to i^upport thdr preieat esUb- 
Inhment; of others, who, hating intproTtdently engaged in 
themi, repeot of their imprudence, and desire to return to a sitn. 
ation better adapted tO their real circumstances ; and of others, 
who, though able to pay thdr presaat asgessments, can shew 
dwntelves, by ihe proportion ^ey bear to their iucome, to btt 
miable lo bear the additional weight of the new cvntribotians, it 
ii my intention, when th^ whole shall come in detail before the 
konie, to propose regulations for the relief of such persons, to 
bedigeated and modified in. the best manner which bo com pi i> 
c^ed a subject wilt admjt, Gut while prorisions of this kindnre 
ta be made in favour of those upon whom the assessment would 
be toa Kterely felt, tbe hense wii) foTesee.ttiat it will be impos. 
rible,. with any regard to the great and important object in new, 
ifi nSer (he tax to be evaded by those who, not deficient in 
ability, but wanting in inclination, to contribute to the neceftittiei 
of their conntry, woul4 abandon the establishments to which 
they have been accustomed, and diminish tbeir eipendituro, in 
order (o avoid the tax. But if it be found that, in point of fact, 
they, shall hare resignsd their establishments from inability to 
"maintain than ; and if they follow op that resignation with a 
declaration to be prescribed for the purpose, that the increased 
assessments would amount to more than a certain proportion, to 
be regulated ok a future day, of (heir whole income, then tliey 
shall be entitled to relief. Sir, I am aware, that, though the 
house wad the nation will, with few exceptions, concur with me 
in this, there will not be wanting those who will caril at ihit 
mitigating provision, and allege that it will amount in its efiectl 
to a compulsory disclosure of property ; but the house will im- 
mediately see that it falls short of that, and - will view it jn its 
true aspect, that is to say, as a provision intended to qualify, to 
mitigate, or to prevent any severity orinjnry that may arise to 
individoals from the difficulty, or rather the utter impracticability 
of drawing a precise line of demarlution between those who, 
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onKccannt of- the property they possess arc boDud, and those 
who, from inferior ci re u instances, 'are unable to coDtribute to » 
Enpply for the exigencies or the state ; no msu can say that such 
a provisioa, coming witii the effects of relief, is a hardship, and 
I am sure no man can say that the tax would be efficient without 
jt. These, Sir, are the outlines of the pUn which I /nean to offer 
ta the consideration of the house in more minute detail upon a 
future (lay. If, when the whole has tfeen examined, it shall 
ineetthe concurrence of, and be adopted by, the house, it will 
be found disengaged from Vfa.ay difficulties, embarrassments, 
and expenses, that lie in the way of other modes of taxation; 
for, Sir, the execution of it will entirely depend upon laws 
now eiisting, laws long in force, laws familiar to those who 
will be the objects of its prortslonsi To enforce it, no new 
|)owor will be delegated, no new office created, no new expense* 
incurred, , 

Sir, I ani aware that in contemplaSug a system of Snanca 
which professes to make property the basis of its assessments, and ' 

'to be as diffusively, as generally, and as equally, Icfied as circum> 

.Stances trill admit, «an idea will naturally suggest itself to every 
one, as it has to myself — I mean that assessed (axes, hawever 
differently apportioned to the circumstances of different persons, 

. and however certainly they may attach on persons of oppoiile 
descriptions, are often eluded by a particular description of men 

, of large property ; you will sec I mean those men who possess 
large capitals, and who by denying themselves many of the 

-enjoymeuts of life, hoard up money, and exclude themselves 
from assessment. How much this applies to the subject in can> 
stderation I will not now discuss, since it certainly applies no 
more to this tb:m to a r»rmer mode of taxation ; for I know no 
act to make property the subject of taxation, while it is not ren- 
dered conducire to the pleasure or convenience, or rendered visi. 
ble by the optional expenditure of the person who possesses it 
If this objection has never stood in the way of taxation before, I 
am at a loss to suppose haw it can be made an objectiou to (his, 
and shall be extremely obliged to any gentleman who will point 
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out a mode by which properly so held in hand can be subjected W 
tantion or assessment. The proportion thi» class of hnliTiduals ' 
bears to the mass of the taiabie pnrt of the na^oD^ is not saffi. 
tiently great to add any height to the ofo}ei:tion if it were made ; 
iiiiid I submit it to the feelii^s and wiMom of the committee, 
whether, in a case of urgency and importance lilie the preeeott 
liibe-tcnths of the community shall refuse to contribute to tbe 
support, the preserration, t^ existeiree, of the ttate, because no 
meads can lie ftMnd to compel the remaining tenth to contribute 
niso. Undfflibtcdly if it be i»w necessary to mxke great contrik 
butions instead of incurring s large mass of new debt, and if that 
be the best mode of carrying on the war, it woald 1>e grcatljr 
adrantageous to be able to get at some mode of assessing all pro- 
perty in all indiriduats ; and so far it Is to be lunented that the 
dcs.cription of people of which I speak cannot be made subject 
to ati assessment.. But if, on the other hand, we can flatter 
ourselrea, as I own I do, with the hopes of being rdieTcd some- 
lime from that Acc<»sity, then, er^i though the hoards of tha 
penurious elude our search, it I^ no means follows that the 
nation will rcccire no profit from them ; for, on< a general plan, 
~ though utterly inactire in the expenditure of the possessors, they 
become active in some other shape, or in other hands, and al- 
' ways find their level in the coune of succetsire ages : so that 
though the scrutiny to pry into wealth may for a time be luffled, 
the effects of that scrutiny never fail to be produced by time. If, 
however, I saw the means, cm- could sappuse that means might 
be devised, by which such capitals could be made prodnclire 
■ and useful to the state in way of revenue, I do assure the com- 
mittee I shbuld' consider it an object too important at this time to 
be negkctcd ; though I still consider them as making a part of 
the strength of the country upon the average principles uf general 
resources. Yet, Sir, we might flatter ourselves that, indepead. 
cut of that compulsory power which the condition of such prol 
pcrty denies ns, a dne proportion of it would, at least in some 
cases, be forthcoming at the solicitation of self-interest and self- 
defence ; for if this is a time, as I cuntvud it is, when the people 
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of tbitcoimtiy arecalled npon not to contemplata tb^ wealth 
only tot it! enjoyment, not to indulge in prejadices, or opinions, . ' 
or in doubtful speculations, but to take measures for the pre. 
•errdlion of their existence now, and their security in future, 
and that for this purpose we Are calling for money, not to be 
raised by loan with interest, to remain a heavy burden on those 
who are to follow us, but by demand on capital, then ought the 
boards of the penurious to be opened ; then should those who, 
deTOted to accumulation by ignoran.-e of enjoyment, and eariy 
baluts of frugality, bare arisen from the lower ranlc and meanest 
em ploy meats, by rigid frngalit^ and indefatigable industry, pro^ 
.tected, fostered, and encouraged, by that happy system of go- 
Terumentf and Ihme equal laws, which enabled them and per. 
nits any man to emei^e from the bottom to the tap of society, 
and who, in contemplating their possessions, can scarcely hare s 
' bope but that of transmitting to ibeir posterity those blessings 
and comfort!) they deny tbcmselTes — then ought they, I say, for 
the recollection of theb.eneGt* they have received, and for (he 
sake of those (o which they look forward, to consider themselves 
above all men bound to come forward, in defence of that system 
which afforded encouragement to thcjr labours, nurture to th«r 
tedusfry, vigour to their pursuits, and protection to their pera 
sons, tkeir property, and their acquisitions; then onght such 
Ben to reflect, if they have the means, that this is the occasion 
on which they should come forward ; then ought they, who have 
«n interest so great in the country, to see that though it is ira- ^ 

practicable to compel them, it is at least necessary for them to 
contribute, and that the necessity of the times is the most urgent, 
a> well as the best of all compnlsions.; and come forward, not 
only uncompelled, but unsolicited, 'to offer their. contribution. 
That some will have this feeling, and act upon it, I Will not 
doubt — that all^will do so, I am not so sanguine as to expect^ 
but diough they should neither come forwar4 voluntarily, nur 
be subject to coercion, that can hardly be sta,(ed as an objection 
to the plan, unless something morii unexceptionable can be pre. 
fcnted in its placa. 

Ak2 
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TheMj ?ir, there remains another, and a leading cotlsideraliont 
1 haTe aJrcady stated the grounds on which I buUd my plan for- 
raising seven inillions of the nineteen (hat ara necessary forthv 
supply of (he year, l^is leaves, as I have before mentioned, 3 ' 
ium of twehe millions tQ be raised by loan. And here a point, 
separate, indeed, in its nature, but Hot less important in'itJ' 
consequences, properly claims your attentiolt. I havo itatt^' 
that the sum of seven millions,, to be levied in a, direct Vay by 
increaied assessments, U intended to malce the quantum of the 
loan more moderate. But I shall now state another principle 
wliich would lay (he security, the- credit, the efficitnt powers, 
and the resources of the country on a firm and imnravesble' 
foundation — a principle that will tend net (o eficct a diminution 
oF oar burdens for the present, but to prevent an aecnmulathm 
of them for the future. The house will recollect that, by means 
of the slnlcing fund, wc had advanced far in the redaction of 
the national debt previous to the loans necessanty made in the- 
present war, and every year was attended with such accelerated 
salutary effects as outran the tnost sanguine calculation. Bat 
having done so, we have yet far to go as things are circnm- 
■tanccd, if the redaction of the debt be confined to the operations 
of that fund, and the expenses of the war continnc to hnpcde our 
'plans of economy : we shall have far to go before the operation 
of that fund, even under the influence of peace, can be expected 
to counteract the effects of the war. Yet there are means by 
which, I am confident, it would be practicable in nob many 
years to restore our resources, and put the country in a state 
equal to all exigencies. It is impossible, Sir, but we must 
feel ourselves bound by duty, if we wanted the encouragement 
of success, (o proceed in the bnsincss, and to complete the 
work which has already had so much success, and even to pro- 
vide, if it shall he found expedient or necessary, for more ra- 
pidly accomplishing that desirable object. Not only. Sir, do 
I think that the principle is wise, and the attempt practicable, 
to provide large supplies ont of the direct taxes of the year, 
but I conceivftit to bo equally wise, and not less pfactkablCf 
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,to mal^e proTUion for the amount of the dqbt iopuired aod 
^^unded 10 the tame jear ; and if the necetsity of carcjin; oa tb* 
.war shall entail upon us the uecessilj of contracting anatbsr 
.debt, the principle I have in view is such, that^ with tha 
^assistance of the sinking fund to co«operate, we shall ni^t 
one more than at the beginning. I cannot, indeed, t^e upon 
Die to say, that the war will not stop the progress of the pla/i 
of liquidation ; but if (he means to nhich I look be adopted^ 
- it will leave us at least stationary— it will l^re us where we 
were;- and besides, the salutary inSueace it will have upon onr 
credit and refources at home, it will produce the, hap{)y effect 
flf demonstrating to the en^oiy, that, whaterer the nature iqt 
the contest may be, or whaterer its duration, our strength js 
undiminished, our resources unexhausted, and our gener^ 
situation unimpaired ; that the hopes they entertun of destroy- 
ing the country through the medium of its finance, are as vaia. 
as their designs are wicked ; and that, whatever measures they 
may think proper to adopt against this country, they will fiOid 
.us not at all disabled for the contest. But, Sir, it )S necessary 
for me to be more explicit; and \ will endeavour to mak^ 
the point appear as clear to the house' ai it now appears to 
me. 

If I must borrow twelve millions, four of those nay be bor- 
rowed withoiit making any additional debt; fur the sinluDg-fund 
will pay so much. There then will remain eight millioDS, which 
would be an additional permanent 'capital if suffered to Im 
funded: for these eight millions, therefore, I tfould make* 
diflbrent provision, that is to suy, I would propose that the ii;» 
creased assessed taxes, the plan of which I have already laid 
before the house, be continued till the principal and interest he 
completely discharged ; so that, after seven milUons have l>ee& 
raised for this year, the same taxes in one ypar more, wfth the 
additional ^d of the sinking fund, will pay oif aU that piindpal 
and intermediate interest.- My proposition, therefore, if carried 
into effect, would not only furnish a current supply, but quicksQ 
the redemption of the national debt, without bearing h^ei 9f. 
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the people -than tbey can conrenienfl/ snsfain. Thii wonld 
tpak * laitgtiage to all Europe ; this ffoald speak a Ungaage to 
the enemy, tbst, by cooling th« ardour of their expectations, and 
■hewing them the absuriity of their designs, will afford the best 
chance 6f shortening the duration of the war, and of lessening 
Ihe dnration and wdght of our taxes. If you tee\ yourBelres 
cqnal to this exertion, its eSecti nlll not be confined merely to 
the benefits I hare stated in the way of general policy, and in a 
snccesafnl determination of the contest, but nill go farther; it 
will go to die exoneration of the nation from increaeed burdens, 
and to the relief of those who im ia follow Os from the weigfit 
Of the expenses of a' war, waged in defence of a system which 
we hare received from our progenitors in trust to be transmitted 
imtire to our «QCceSgors. Unless you feel you hare a right to 
'«3pect, that by less exerllon you will be equally secure, and 
'indulge the mpposStion that, -by stopping short of this effort, yon 
win produce a successful tennination of the war, you must set 
aside all apprehensions of the present pressure, at)d, by TigorouJ 
'exertion, endearour to secure your future stability, Ihe hap py 
'efiects of which, I pl^ge tnyself, will soon be' Seen and ac- 
'knowledged. I am aware that it will be said, (for it has often 
been sud) and I agree to.it, that it would be fortunate if the 
praetice of funding had iie*er been introduced ; and that it ia 
not terminated is much to be lamented ; but if we are arrived at 
a moment which requires a change of system, it Is some cn« 
Couragcment for us to lock forward to bene6ts, which, on all 
'former occasions, hate been nnknown, becanse the m^ans of 
'obtainmg them were negieeted. * 

If, Sir, the whole snm be prorided for In the manner I pro- 
pose, instead of being funded, the advantages will be greater 
than those who have not been at the trouble to calculate it can 
sujppose. In the mode I propose, the whole, with the interest 
on it, will amount to no ronre than sixteen millions ; raise that 
snm, and you and your posterity are completely exonerated from 
U ; but if, on the contrary, yon will fund, it will entail att 
mnnnal tribute of JiSO,000^. for forty years, which makes a 
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4iSer«ue of not less than forty millions to tho«e wjio are to foU 
low yon. Tiiese are the principles, tbis Is the language, this the 
cpBdact fit for men legitixUng for acouatry, that, from itssitua. 
tUm, hi coBStitnlioB, and its natural strength, bears the fairest 
title «f any in Europe to pcti>etDity. You shpnld look to distant 
benefits, aod not work in the narrow clrcuniscribcd sphere of 
■hort-^ighted, selfisb politicians. You should put to yourselves 
this qoestion, the only one now tD he considered — " Shall we 
■acrifice, or shall we sa;e to our posterity, a sum of between 
forty and 6tty millions sterling ?" And abore all, you shquI4- 
consider the important effect snch' firm and dignifiKl conduct - 
will have in the progress and termination oC the present contest, 
which piay, without exaggeration, be saJd to involve every thin^ 
dear tp yoQcselfes, an4 to include in it the fate of yov poste* 
jity. . ' . 

The house will now judge how far I have succeeded in finding 
ft criterion by which to mark out the distiqctions and the pro. 
portions in the faxes I have proposed. They will decide how 
far I haya succeeded in accommodating the diSerent rates- of in. 
creBAe to the circumstances at the different classes of society.: 
they will determine whether I have given a plan that affords 
•nfficieot modiScations, and just mitigations of the severity .of 
the Utpotls. If th^e be any thing defective, I wish to^ tupplf 
it ; if there be any thing erroneous, I am desirous to rectify it ; 
if I have exceeded, I am willing to retrench : it is a moasuu 
of unprecedented importance, and it must be my anxious desire 
(o be cprrect in it. I therefore court lufestigation — but I. oar. 
nestly hope there will be no difference of opinion in the house, 
as to the principle upon which tiie raoaanre . is founded. As I 
have not been able to find, in any man of any party, a trace of 
doubt as to the sufficiency of our resources, I think I have a 
right to assume that there can be no difference as to our right to 
employ them i at least I can say that [ have not heard'a word of 
any avowed difference on that point in ^y corper- o| the 
country. Attested thu, I have produced a state of resonrcei 
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anunpalred ercm by this wasteful war ! on my olher Bcconnt 
no ilifferenco can possibly arise upon tliig day. In the intenrftl 
between this and tlie day on which 1 shall linally bring tbit 
subject before yoif, I will recGire with attention any obs«rra< 
tions that gentlemen may please to suggest ; and I hope all will 
agree with me, that the quKtioo for consideration is not, 
-whether the burdens proposed are heary or unprecedented, but 
whether there is any opiion left to us — whether they are not die. 
tated by unavoidable necesMty, and whether any, better adapted 
to the circumstances of the country, can be deTised to supply 
their places J 

Kr, having said so inuch, T will not follow it up witb parlica< 
tan, bat moTca isolation conformable to (he general des^ I 
have lud before the committee ; and 1 will postpone the particn* 
lar parts of the plan to another day— the earliat that dream. 
Stances will allow. 

He then moved the following resolotion, which was agreed 
tq: 

" That it is (he opinion of this committee, that there shall 
be paid a duty,, not exceeding treble the amount of tbc duties 
imposed bj several acts of parliament now in force, on honsee 
and windows and inhabited houses, by the 6th, l.qth, 94jh, and 
97th Geo. III. and likewise (he several additional daties of ten 
per -cent, per annum, imposed thereon by several acts of parba- 
mcnt, with certain exceptions and abatements." 

Mr. Tieroey rmo neiC; utd, lAer going over the variou-. ealrahtioru vt 
the Chancellor of t^ Excluder, md bferrins from tbeocc the decUninK uace 
af the uatitaul rcsoorco, he declared, thu, widk the present adnuniitratioit, 
be held it impouible that thia country could have peace. The right hauour* 
able gentleniui, he affinneil, wiDted the reqaisit« to bring about a peace; be 
potsesMd not the confidence and retpcct either of Francct or of any of tbe 
Smupaa power*. 

i4r. Pitt rtpticdf 
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, I •hall endeimnr to follow the hoaoDn^le gentlemaa wliohu 
jaEt Sftt down, inacHneof the obserratiooiltefatuthoiqiht proper 
to make. Knowing, as I do, the inf ennitf of that gcntlenani 
^od recotleclitig hii dfclarstiao ia tfais' houM tome tisw ttiBce] 
knoffing that be standi pledged to give htj Majesty's prsHut 
miiuBters ever; opposllion in hi* power — when I compare that 
declaration, and apply it to hii speech to-night, » speech- cer- 
taiol^ not datitute of ingenuity or af preparation, I ovrst I att 
a little at, a lasf to find in him that consistency for wluch be 
«xpti£ls to obtuB credit, as a man wishing for nothing bo much 
U the wdfare of his. coBntry. Whatever may be thought oC 
the speech of the hououraUe gentleman, either by the public or 
by his own constitaeati, lahall ofaserre aponparls of his speech 
£8 they appear to me. 1 will endearour to follow him i> 
his direct aad bis collateral topics ; in some whidi were ccr. 
tainly not direot, aod in others that I cannot lay were collateral, 
because they had no reference tu the sabjects now before-the 
committee, either tollaterolly or otherwise. He b^los by com> 
plaining of excess, and tiG comments on the navy estimates, in 
.which his zeal has miUed him.. He talks of thiee B)ilUoni, and 
a million and a haff, w, sums I took credit for ; wfaCraas I stated 
the whole sttm towluch he referred in this part of his speech r 
would be three nulliuaa, and that 1 should provide for half of 
them by bills, and that a roilSon and a half of then should be 
outstanding. But bc.-thea goes oa to slate, .that I made a mis. 
take of three millions upon the statement of nary extraordinario^ i 
Gentlemen assert things that hare no foundation any where bttt 
in thdr own fancy,' aod they repeat tbem so often, and, with so 
mnch cojifidencc, that at lust tfary bt'come the dupes of their 
own artifice, and beliere these assertions themselves. Be it re. 
membered^ however, that in the course of CTery fession since 
tiie war began, I bave^ one?ery occasion, stated that the na. 
ture of such eatensive tran&actiuns, as those of the army aid 
Bavy j was such as to render accuracy in the estimate nnattaioaUe. 
I do not pretend t« it at uiy time, but I always do my utmost t« 
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^proad it , and I do *nt Act titere nant wai tt iny tin* of 
wu nore aMartioa {Aid, than in tin wfaole course of tiin, t« 
prevent flxc(SMib^aadAe«timBte. Trueit i«> jroubavehsd 
more cicenes in tUi than in sbj •ther war, nor b it aiamllaMB, 
foritNawSrof a different luad, and of a more complicated tw> 
fare than anj other yoB were cTsr before engaged iff. Bat (be 
lionoarable gentleman, in his puUic laol to detect the rallw:; of njr 
BtatemestB, asinre* the committee, Uiat, !■ stating th« tMa of fin 
tnilliuu upon tJia article of Ijie navy, I luTe comoitted an error 
ef three miliions. TJiii he (tatcs at being tiia. esCflU Upon one 
article, whtdi avounti, I own, te tmiy fire mllUona ; bat tbe 
vxau fairif appliei to the whiAo bus of wtenlsen milliom, of 
which these fire were a part ; and initotd of taking the whole 
and conudeiing that excess as applying to Hie wh^, he ^>ptica 
It to ona part, merely becaase the whole of the sodi was voted 
by separate TOtas on diiercot heads, and conpares that excesa 
whh one branch of the whole. I shall say no more than thnt I 
Itxn the committee to judge of Ae fairness »f snch a mode of 
Teastmtng. 

The hononrable gentleman says, I do not now speak with con. 
fidraca on the produce of the taxes, and yet he allows the rsre- 
noete be flourishing, in which too, it seems, he reJMCes. He 
•ays I have pot into (Iw month of the king what'hu not been 
-vttered out of my own this NigM. Nothing has bera sud by 
-aM npcm tliat snbjeet toi.night~I mean.npon the flonririiing 
jtate of our rerefwo. No, Sir, it ii not ont of my moodi diat 
expeesaton cane to^n^ht, and which the koooorable ge&tl«naa 
iCensnFes me for omitting, but out of hb own ; and when the 
hoaonr^ile gentleman thinks he seeaa smile from this tide of Ae 
JwQse, he magnifies it into a horee-langh in consequence of what 
he advances. I am afraid he gir^s cwdit to some part of the 
houw for more attention than Hey deserve. All these conslde- 
.ntions induce me to suspect, that, if I had stated mtnj things 
which he expected me to state cmceming the prosperity of tte 
conatry, he was. prepared with a l^ng speeah to eontraiUct me 
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apnn that head. He went inta a detvil of the refenae in ijX 
and 1767, from which the committee 'n to derire nothing bnt a 
Tery desponding inference. For the faturepowenof thiaconn. 
try are, according (o his deductions, to be tctj feeble. He it 
not, however, Iwand to abide by those senliments; andu he 
"says he will take a view of the subject, and mature his jndg. 
meat for the discussion of it in future, I hope a minlte attention 
to it will alter hit opinion. He has told ns that the accosnts are 
not yet before as. fn this his rigilance has baen eluded, for the 
docnments necessary for (he purpose are now npon your table, 
And by which, if he condescends to peruse them, he will find that 
the report of the conlmittee of finance, and which holds out to 
ns a prospect so flattering, is entirely justified. The bononrabta 
gentleman dwelt for some time on the produce of the wine duty, ' 
' and that of the Scotch distillery, and inft-rs that they will not an. 
' iwer the estimate ; in which inference h^ is too rapid, for nei. 
'ther of wbidi hat hitherto found its level. These potnls I merely 
toudi inddcntally, not meaning to argue them nov, that bring 
foreign to the leading purpose of this night's discnsrion, and 
of which there is to be a detailed discussion hereafter. 

The next point to which the honoarabtcgentleman refers, tithe 
' tnbject of the advancre from the bank to goTernment. Upon thit 
the honourable gentleman has indulged in a species of eloquence, 
which is almost as new to him, as is ha eongratnlatlon on the prOs. 
pcrity of Ibis country. He says that this resembles the system 
which was adopted in France, and leads to the despotism which, 
under the name of liberty, is carried on there. What timllarity 
there is between the limited and Toluntary advances of the bank, 
to an amount which would be shortly repaid, «id the depreciated 
nillions and milliards of the French government, I leave to him, 
and to those who are now convinced wilb him- of the rapacity of 
fliat system, 'and who have so lately Aoii^ht it prndent to declaim 
against the French system, to discover. He says that this it a dan. 
gerooi connexion between tlie. govarnmeot and the bank ; and 
•fee states tiie tam bI Mirec mi^ot to be of aa enormous a 
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' for Qi6 1»nk to adrauce to 'goreniiiient. Jip had foigot, not to 
, .fny ke norcr knew, for to .a geotlemitn of so mifcU research, 
.tbat would be an ci;iravag;ant supposition; but beseems to hxn 
toigoUc»f that the advaDecs o[ the baak to£OverDmei|t hare ne. 
, vcr bcM less durii^ the pposent war,, than they arc^iaw pf oprtscd 
.to be, under the very special nali^ro and ei^Uojif^vnaiy circuin- 
.-xtanocs of die present war. 1 ask, thjcn, what does tbchonourabb: 
. gf^tlcmao mean, by sayiii; thattiiis is a dangoroua cunneiioa 
' between gorcrnmcilt and tJic bao^E ? Docs' h; mean to say that the 
restriction on the bank ought no longer to continue ? If he does 
■not. I maintain that it is no dangerous connezian whatorcr, 
eince it will be of no inconrcnicncc to the .public while (he re- 
fStriction conliliucs, for the public security is precisely the same 
.as if this advance was not made by the bank at all. 

But it scemi the hononi^bfc gentleman could nut face bis Cud- 

. slitueots ; that they would ask him, where he was when snch a 

'measure was proposed? [Where my tiiu^u« was, sud Mr. Tiet- 

ney.}. It is not very material, Sir^ which, as I should suppose 

. where the hononrablu gcntlowau is, there bis tongue must be 

also. He says that the measure is of such an alarming nature, 

that the sense of the house ought to be taken upon it &t once ; 

; fce says that 1 have a great desire to impose upon the house, and 

that 1 distrust my case. I bare heard. Sir, that great eagerness 

.far the dispatch of business is sometimes eTidenco that the party 

.ttringing It forward has some distrust of it ; but that I should 

l^apose s plan that would give him time to prepare a speech, is 

an instance of dUtrust, which, considering the extent of his in- 

,g«taity, I couldhardly have expected to be accused of. 1 can. 

.not help thinking, that i^is a little extraordinary he should liist 

tell me tbattho iiK'asure I propose Is unprccedi-ntcd, and then 

■ tcl) me I am to blame Tor otTcrlng to Jbc house time to conje 

to a decision upon it, instead of calling for a dncbiion immcdiatelj. 

^0 hononrable gentleman then tells us that this is a plan 

.vbich cannot be effcctualin the hands of bis Majesty's present 

^ministers, for that.they are not qu»lifisd to c^r^y M into eBcc|» 
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"that there mhy 6e, anil arc, f« bis opinion, others bclltr qtiali-' 
fied, I hate no doubt, and I have-as little doubt that he would 
be ready to propose them if it dcpenrlcd npon Kim ; b«t if tiis 
ejections go against the man, it is hardly fair^ upon that !;ronnd^' 
to call upon the house to reject the measure. It seems I am not 
the person to make any proposals of this l;ind (o the house.' 
Why am I not Ihe man ? The question is, not who proposes the 
measure, but whether the measure ought to be adopted f But 
when the honourable gentleman comes to argue the question in 
that sense, and when he comes to lay before yoil the unexampled 
profusion of which he says I am the prolligate author, I hope he 
will condescend to take in view the exient of the scrTice for . 
which we hare had to protidc, its extraordinary nature and cha- 
racter, as well as the great expense with which it has been at- 
tended, without forgetting the dearness of all the artieles of pro. 
Tision, and tarious other things, at which it is'not necessary at- 
this moment to glance ; but above all,,' at the extraordinary ef- 
forts, and corresponding expense. ' 

But there is another part of the speech of the honourable gen- , 
ticman, which contains an important objection to my continuing 
in the othcial situation in which I now stand, >bccausc, he says, 
while I remiun in that situation, this country cannot hate peace. 
If he thinks so, (hat is a good reason for his moving an address 
to remove me. Supposing this housfe to agree to. that motioji, 
there is no reason, I presume, why this house should not tako 
care of the interests of Ihe public, and still more why, suppositJ* 
them to have no objection to the measure now before them, they 
should not agree to it. But there is a Veason for apprehending 
that this country cannot have peace while I and my colleagues 
continue in office. Why cannot this country hare peace whila 
we continue in office ? Because, in truth, we have not tie coiift- 
dence of the ttiemy. Sir, we cannot have the confidence of lh» 
enemy. The confidence of the enemy ! No, Sir, that is im. 
possible \ We are not entering into the spirit of their rules, wq 
are not disposed to promote their principles ; we do not wish t;> ' 
imitate their system ;" h'c do not think it V^ct'cal in England, 
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liowem It maj- be ma;de the tobject of applause hy those who- 
faToar it in their hearts, and, for the purpose of opposing Eng- 
land's trne interest, the occasinnal theme of rindlctiTe declama* 
tion, while it is wished that thar pcinciples should be adopted ; 
which principles have ^eti admired, and occasionallj extolled, 
since the commencement of theorerolution, bj- those who ha»e 
opposed us. If the onl^ claim to the support of (he hononraUe 
gentleman in (he prosecution of the war is, to desbrye (he con- 
fidence of the enemy ; if it is necessary to admire the French re- 
volution, which has been the root of all thu erils of the present 
contest; if it Is necessary (o hare asserted tbejnstice of the ene. 
my's cause; if the exertions of the war are to be entrusted to 
those who hare, from the commencement of the contest, thwarted 
its prosecntion, then, indeed, I am glad that we haie not the 
'TOte nf the honourable gentleman in our favour. 

But the ibonoufable gentleman says again, that there is no 
confidence in us in any part of Europe, and he protes it by shew- 
ing that all our allies hare deserted us, and kept none of thdr 
engagements. This argument, if true, might go a good way 
towards shewing that we ought to have no confidence in them ; 
but until he shews some instances of our want of good faith, I 
apprehend k does nrtt prove that they have on confidence in as, 
and proves pretty nearly as much, as the argumentthat it is ne- 
cessary that I ought to possess the confidcuce of Jib Majesty'* 
enemies in France. , 

i think I am cnlilled now, in my turn, since the honourable 
' gentleman has opposed the whole system of the plan which I 
have propofed, and especially as he is so much, and as it were 
cxclusivtiy, thefritud of his country, to ask him, whe^therhe haj 
a better^ or any in its stead ? for he has stated nooe. Perhaps he 
lias not had time to digest a proper plan ; if he has any in con. 
templatinn, he cannot fairly object to the proposal which I make 
BOW, since he is to have time to prepare his owu, which 1 trust 
will be much better. But (he honourable gentleman says, th^ 
if thil plan should have bceq brought forward at all, it should 
liAva bMB brought forward nuch sooner. He acknowledges thU 
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to caws of great ^^gerj grcM effdrts oni;ht to be tnide. New, 
I think that in oarfonner BituB.tion we were not iii somuchilafl- 
gn M *« Kra at piwrant, if wa da not Biake great raiistance ; mad 
(iMrefore it Kjipflan to me to be more leDtifalB to make great 
' efforts is time wfacD they 'are necestary, than to make them whei) 
thp eircnmstances of tiM time do not c^l for tltem, cspecially 
when by your financial operations, yon are likely to bring the 
contest to a happy tonniaation. But the honourable genllenaap 
myi, that fhia plan b to shew that we are at the em) of our rfv- 
•oorcea. If he thonght so, ha might bare spared hunself the 
trouble of pronouncing a panegyric upon these resources in the 
coarK of his speech this uigbt. The bononreble gentleman 
says, that (bis plan shews to the worM that we are at the end of 
onr funding system. The manner in which persons possessed of 
capital In ditferent parts of the country have acted, in inresllng 
their property in your fands, is no proof that monied men think 
•o ; but proves, on the contrary, the confidence they hare In 
jf our resources, and proves also, that wealth is generally diffused 
all over the country. This wcath is manifested in tlie improve- 
inuil of your agriculture, in your buildings, in your canals, in 
. your inclosures ; all these, I aay, proTe thai you possess at this 
moment the confidence of mouied men, that there is at fhia 
IQODient more wealth than there was at any foruier period in 
this, country. 

The r«tolMiai m* MpttA to, and s dajr wu fiicd for takiag die strmal 
ftapDUlioia of the CftBoc^loc of the Eicliequ<i into furihcr tDDuderalion, 



Dtcemlia- 14, 1797, 

Di} a motioti for the Mcond reidiiig of ihe bill for ii creasing thf iMottd . 

ci, a long kniLuiimual ditciusiOD ttiok place. ' 
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AhtT Mi; Foi hid dcUftnd hit lAOtiinciitf in nptobwiMi of Ac tncaratct 
Mr Pitt roM ;— 

■ Before I proceral to make any remarV upon the *We Ta« 
riety i)f topics Trhich Ihe honoiirabb g^tlemen upon the 
other tide of the house hare introduced, I shall jast advert 
to the last point on which the right bonoareble gentleman " in- 
sbted. The other parts o( his speech were directed against the 
"whole of the measure in substance, but in tlie latter part be se- 
parately nrged the propriety of delay. The right honouraMe 
gcntlnsan fonods this argument for delay npou the agitation 
which this question has excited in the public mind, and tlie vh^ 
jections to which the measure is liable in its application to a 
f reat number of his constituents. I am aware, that in all great 
towns, particularly in the metropolis, the objections will be felt 
Vilh pecniiar force ; but at the same time I am sensible that in 
the provisions of which the bill is susceptible, many modifica- 
tions may be expected^ many are practicable consistently with 
the leading principle of the measure, and many are necessary in 
order, as far as pOEsible, to prercnt it from bearing bard in par- 
ticular instances. I am aware ercn that greater modifications may 
be necessary than appeared to me requisite upon the first consider- 
ation of the subject, and when the first imperfect outline of it was 
prcscutcd. This, howerer, does not by any means tend to im- 
peach the general principle of the measure. These objections are 
capable of modification without defeating the salutary object, 
which it is the purpose of the measure to secure. Instead of feel- 
ing these objections as completely destroctive of the principle, 
eTcry hour's reflection conrinces me, that thoagh it is our duty to 
inquire in what respects modification may be proper, how it may 
be practicable, bow mitigation may be given so as to pretent 
any oppressive application of the measure, yet as to the general 
necessity of providing for the public safety, and repelling the 
danger by which we arc threatened, on the determination we 
shall form upon this question after mature discussion depends 
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whether by the exertions we hwre pledged ourselTes to makcj 
we ahall rcscne the country from impending calamity, and lay 
tbc fouadation of as great a portion of future greatness and pros- 
perity as any nation ever enjoyed, or whether ifc shall surjendci 
the dignity of the British nation, and expose to ineTitablc min 
the sources of its glory and its power. Feeling as the represcnta- 
ttyes of the people, that it is our dnty to provide for these im- 
portant and essential objects, we shall be deterred by no diffi. 
culties, we shall spare no pains, w« shall sacrifice every local 
prejudice, every partial opinion, to a consciousness of the neces- 
sity in which we are placed, to make s vigorous exertion. Fed- 
ing as I do that necessity, I kauw my duty to^ well not to persist 
lo what I conceive to be a measure calculated to save the conn- 
try from the present danger, and to enable it to straggle against 
future attacks. It b our first duty, as guardians, to provide 
fpr its present safely, and to transmit to posterity the blessings 
which we have enjoyed, and the means ot preserving them. It 
is by these cons iderati oft s that our conduct ought to be directed ; 
it is by these great maxims of policy that the measure ought to 
be judged. 

Can we then conceive it our duty, an account of some parti- 
cular objections of some alleged harJship of application, to 
hangup the bill altogether before its provisions have been discuss. 
. cd, before its details have been arrAngcd ? Must we forego the 
opportunity of suggesting (he case where the evil would be fdt, 
of removing prejudice where it cuists, and obviating objections 
where they arc well founded ? Instead of agreeing to any delay, 
both in real respect to those who complain of the hardship with 
whtcB the bill in its present shape would attach, and in duty to 
the public, for whose service in this important crisis we are 
called upon to provide, we^ught to lose no time to examine the 
bill with the utmost attention, and see where the pressure which 
it would occasion may be mitigated. What are tho particulars 
and extent of the farther modilications which it may stilt be ne- 
cessary to introduce, it will not be incumbent upon me now to 
state. It will be recollected that, when I first opened the subject^ 

TOL. 11, B n 
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t slated lliat] a> » Tisiblc critenon of income, I preferred the 
payment of tbc ussessed faxes, becauec it was more coroprehen- 
slre, better calculated to diSuse ttic burden, and more suscep- 
tible of modification ia the raiiout clasiscs where it would be re- 
quired, tlian any other criterion tfhich could be taken. It will 
be recollected, not by the honourable geotleman*, who had 
thought it proper to absent himself from his attendance in par. 
liamcnt, bat it will be rcEollected by the housa, that one great 
rrcommeodatian of this criterion I stated to be, that the princi- 
ple being sti'l prescrred, iffurnishcd greater means of modiSca- 
tion, more opportunity for protlding for the particular cases of 
hardships and inconTenicncc, than any other crilcrion which could 
be adopted. The means of this modification are now in our 
power, and *c shall but perform our dutj- to our cofls^tnents, 
by slicwing our readiness to consider the inconvenience, and la 
apply the remedy. That milDy modihcations are^necessary I am 
aWare^ and in the Committee, both those which I may propose, 
and which others may suggest, will be daitsidered. Tliis J trust 
' will be a sufficient answer to « hat fell from a worthy alderman f 
at the beginning of the debate. Much as T dilTer from that bo- 
_ nourahle gentleman as to the extent of Uie abatement, And (he 
nature of the scale of contribution be proposed, I was glad to 
hear iha manly and decided manner in which he enforced the 
necessity of great exertion, and the propriety o( raising a consi- 
derable sum, without recurring to the system of funding. I am 
convinced that the Sentiments he expressed were congenial to 
the feelings of a great majority of his constituents and of ths 
country ; and t could not help remarking the contrast between 
the language he held, and the tone of the honourable gentle* 
man I on the other aide, compared with the sentiments of their 
reipectire constituents, in the indiscrtminaie opposition to erery 
part of the plaO, which characterised the speeches of both tho 
honourable gentlemen. 

Hating made these obserrations on the question of delay, I 

■ Mr. Fox. f Aldennaa Lvshington. } Mr, Tax, 
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shftll proceed shertly (a consider sooie. of the other topics on 
w-hich the hoaonrablc gentlemen insisted, I do iiot complain of 
the wideficklof argument which they tooltap; I knqw thatina 
fiarliamenlar; sense tbef were regular : whether they were justl- 
£able in the use they made of this pririlege, and whether they 
made a proper choice of the topics which they iatfoduccclon the 
present nlijcct, I shall leaTe for tKk house to ■ determine. - The 
object of this bill shortly is, an extraordinary grant of money for 
' the support of 4hc war ; it proposes to raise within thp ^or a 
«crtaitt part f^ the supplies, by a tax on income, on the visiblQ 
critorion of the assessed taxes, subject to modification as cir* 
cumstances may require. In considering the whole of the case, 
then, the first question' that occurs is, whether it is proper to 
.grant any money at all? Then, whether the principle of raising 
a certain part within the year ought to be admitted? And, 
Ihifdly, whether by this criterion attaching to income in the 
«aMsc of expenditure, tfie bunlen would in general be fairly ap. 
portioned ? 

As to the first point, whether any money at all ought to* be 
granted, the honourable gentleman *, though be did not say. so in 
Tcry words, by the whole of his argument supposed the nf^tire. 
The right honourable gentleman who spoke last dbtinctly argued, 
that while ministers continued in poner, he could not agree to 
any supplies being granted. In stating this to hare been thdr 
meaning, I am cndcaTouriug to do justice to their mode of rea- 
soning. ' Unless upon this idea, more than three.fourths of their 
obscrvatioDS were irrelevant to the subject now before the house. 
If they do not contend that peace cannot be obtained by the pre. 
sent ministers, that they 'ought to be dismissed before any scheme 
of supply can stall be a fit subject for discussion, the greater part 
nf their argument b quite foreign tu the matter now under con- 
sideration. 

The right honourable gentleman, while he argues that my - 
honourable friend t considered the majority of the bouse and bis 

* Mr. Sbcridan, f Mr. Dundas. . 
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Majesty's ministars u the same, forgets tlist hw honourable 
friend *, when he tillced of onr going out of onr places, did not 
addreai himself to the house, but gare it, as a lery friendlj ad. 
vice no donbt, personally to u9. It was expressed with a hope 
that ire wonid of oursetves abandon the offices ve held, as the 
means of obtaining peace. The honourable gentleman then must 
settle this InconilBtency with his honourable friend bedde him. 
But before the hononrablc gentleman, ^ith all his talents, can 
dMionstral^ the propriety of onr dismissal, he ought to shew 
that the nine persons, whom he proposes to pick up between 
London and Windsor, will administer the public affairs better 
than those by whom they are now administered ; be must bring 
forward something -more conclusive and more convincing than 
any thing he bad to offer when the dismissal of ministers was 
la^t discussed, 'the failure of which attempt had induced him to 
quit the serrice of his constituents, and his despair of success 
had led him to abdicate his public character. If I onderstand 
him right, he considers as preliminary to every measure of public 
defence, to every exertion in support of the war, a radical change 
is necessary. What the right honourable gentleman means by this 
preliminary, expressed in a manner eo large and comprehensive, 
in terms no less obscure than undefined ; whether a parliamen- 
tary reform is to be only a part of this sweeping change ; how thb 
change of system is to operate as a means of saving the country ; 
how this unlimited change is to conduce to the public safety in 
preparing eserfion and in repelling danger, I am really at a loss 
to conceive. In considering the propriety of such a change of 
systein, or such a prelimioary as the introduction of now men 
into office, it certainly wilt be important for the house to ascer- 
tain, whetiicr such a change of ministers is calculated to secnro 
UB against the dangers with which we are- threatened, whctiicr it 
is calculated to check the ambition of the enemy, and to procnro 
a peace that will satisfy the honour of the nation, and preserve 
the sources of the public wealth uid prosperity. 

* Mr. Sbcrldaa. 
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But tbe honourable gentlBman says, that the whole tenor of oar 
language at tho boginning of the pre»ent contest was, Ih^t no 
peace could be made with the j/tcolun repnhJIc, and that Fntnc» 
is thus justified in refusing to make peace with Oio presentadmi- 
nistralion. At no period of the war did we erer express snch t 
sentimeot, or e>ea entettun the idea that ac* peace could b« 
made with republican France. 1 remember the quotation from 
Virgil to which ^c has alluded, aad as far as I can recollect it was ' 
used in one of those debates in which the right honanrable gent^ 
man proposed that OTerturesthoui^ be made for peace at a period 
when we centesded that no secarity for peace could beobt»ned, 
and tha.t the evils of wsr wer« not to be compared to the >nade> 
qaate peace which Qiea coald h&ra been concluded. The ri^rt 
honourable gentleman then urged the question, whether no ex- 
tremity ol danger conid induce us to make such ovcrturet? I 
then answered, that this must erer be a question of compariiOD, 
that we must decide as circuaistuiccs might arise, and at least 
WQ ought to persevere till our means were exhausted, tiU we 
could support the cootest no longer, and we coold saj, 

Toto ctrtalvm tet corpore regni. 

The honourable gentleman says, that the meauing of Virgil cu. 
not be explained away, but he seemed to think that Virgil's lui. 
g^igo might be improred. llie honourable gentleman urged 
the propriety of making orertores even at that period, and con- 
tended, as he often had done, that if reasonable terms of peace 
were refased> it would unite England and divide France, He- 
thea retorted, that after such overtures were rejected, 

Toto errtanilum ttt corpore rfgni. 

The honourable gentleman I has now seen these overtures made 
and rejected ; and now, when he wishes to bind me down to' 
tbe Bteaaing of ViigU, I think he ought not to forget liis Latin 
[dedge. 
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If the hononraMe gentleriian has seen tliat all attrmpts at nc< 
gociation have beea unavailable, if he can look to any period in 
which he is called upon to fulHI 'his pledge, if he menns to ani- 
mate the public exertions, to exhort to ptirseTerance, tu stima. 
late their zeal for the muntenance of the national honour and 
the national saletjy at a moment when these objects are thus 
unequlrocally stated, he wonid not, as he now docs, attempt to 
ditaim their courage, and to distract their efforts. Wbat did the 
honourable gentleman expect from the overtures he proposed f 
What degree of insult and coatumcly did he ]a.j his account (o 
endnre before he was to be roused to energy and to honour? 
Did hs expect any thing more insulting than the reception our 
oTerfares had obtained, any thing more repohive, more haSjjhty, 
more injurious, than the proceeding of the'cncmy ; uny thing 
more dccisire of their determined spirit of hostility than their 
refnsol to discuss the terms we proposed, or to propose any term* 
in their turn, on which they were willing to conclude a peace? 
If any thing can meet the honourable gentleman's ideas of in- 
sult, sufficiently humilialiog to require him to aot upon his 
pledge, let him look to the negociallon at Lisle, and the con- 
duct of the enemy upon that ocoasioa. The hononrable gentle 
maa, though he admitted formerly that there might be occa- 
sions to demand unanimity and exertion, Oiink^ himself freed' 
from his pledge, because ministers were never sincere in their 
exertions for peace, and France was justified in refusing to treat 
with them. But when did the honourable gentleman discover 
this? When did the light Sash upon his mind, that ministers 
originally were hostile to the republican goveramentof Ffance, 
and therefore conld not be sincere? It is somewhat surpri^g 
that this ncTtr occurred to the honourable gentleman before the 
pledge was given, instead of discoraring it as. our apology for. 
'eluding the pledge after it was given. If ihedislikeof ministers 
to French prindples proTCS their aggicBsioa, and justifies the 
hostility of the enemy, this cannot be a new discovery ; itc«r. 
talnly would as w^ll have j,nstiGcd the hooourablc gentleman in . 
distiusfing any efforts they might makc» even while thiBj njrged 
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the qTcrturci, on the refusal of which they promised iinaniiiiitf, 
as now when they have seen their overturei maijs without eflect. 
Tliedeclarationuf France, at the beginning or the contest, proved 
that on thcjr side it was a war of aggrussion, and on our's a war 
-pf necessity and good faith towards our allios. If raioistcTS did 
tA Grst seo the daBgcf of French iirinciplv^ witbout embaiiiing 
in the contfisl, roust they have been the aggressors when they 
saw thcjr fears realized in t)ie actu;il aggression, in which the , 
principles tliey had apprehended finally terminated ? At no pe. 
riod of tho contest did we say thpre .could be no peace with re* . 
publican prance. We iki^, that for peace wc trould not agree 
to prostrate fhc Ration at the feet of the enemy ; that we could 
ijot agree to g)vc up what was essential to the safety of the 
country. . .If the honourable gctitleman can prove that we haTc 
applied fpr peace, disowning the justice of our cause, abandon- 
ing the principles on which the present safety and future prospe- 
• rjty of the country are founded, he would prove that wo poqsi. 
dered the period arrived when cfety exertion had been made, 
and when the struggle was to be given up, because it cou)d no 
longer be supported. The ho)iODrable gentleman, howerefj 
ijocs not say that we have acted in this ms^nner. What then are 
(he opinions of those who have ijnifornily, or rather witb.grow^ 
ing zeal and devotion, contended that the wi^- was just on thp 
part of France, and unjust upon tlje side of this country ? llavc 
they not repeatedly said, on former occasions, that onr ordinary 
resources were pxhausted ? And to< day, with mysterious silence^ 
ther pasB o^er fhc subject, and cautiously ilepliuc giring any bpi^ 
iHon o^ the efficacy of former resources, while thejf reprobate 
new eapcdienis ; an4 say nothing about the propriety of resort- 
ing to the funding syslf m, n h^Ie they, cqndetnn the principle of 
every plan by which it may bc.relie\ed. 

The honourable gentlemen have said, that our qrdiiiary sources 
are exhausted, and that no extraordinary resources can be em- 
nloyed. I leave it tg the house then to judge how far those, who 
|U prindplc giro the enemy a right to ask all, who, by decrying 
put resources, give them confidence to advance every pretension, 
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by kindly infonning them, that from oar inability to resist, tbey 
may extort whatever they demand, are tiic true friends to their 
country, or the enlightened advocates of peace ? I am con. 
Tinceil that the ma.jority of the hoiisc' and of the country will 
feel thai peace is not likely to be obtained upon terms consistent 
witli our honour or our safely, by dismissing ministers, it they 
are to be followed by men vho have ever .viewed with kioducss 
the prinwjiles of the enemy ; — by men who have juslJSed every 
acE of the enemy, while they have traduced every measure of 
the British govemnient;— by men who hare extolled the resources 
of the French, with a zeal equalled only by (he perBCTcrance 
livilh which they hare depreciated the energy and the resources 
of their own country. Whatever opinions such men profess to 
have of the sincerity of ministers, of their capacity for the cob- 
duct of affairs : whatever conclusions thcy may draw from the 
review of the finances and the magnitude of our expenses, I 
"leave it to the country and to the world to determine, whether, 
vnder such auspices, there could lie any chance of peace upon 
terms short of the basest linmiliation to an insolent foe, and the 

■ most oriminal surrender of every principle of national honour, 
and CTery source of national greatness. 

The honourable gentleman speaks of peace as absolutely ne- 
cessary : but huti the honourable gentleman explained how peace 
is to be obtained ? After encouraging the perseverance of the 
enemy in their wild and destructive design, by holding out bow 
littlo resistance we can oppose to their attempts, the honourable 
gentleman says not a word of this. He thinks he docs his duty 
to his country and his constituents, by enforcing the necessity 
of peace, without saying a syllable of the means of pacification. 

. Because he thinks peace cannot be obtained without a change of 
system, he nould in the mean time suspend all grants of supply. 
After disavowing efery opinion we have pronounced, after re. 
canting every principle we have maintained, after abandoning 
every pledge we have given, after neglecting every means of de. 
fence, ar. ! renouncing every manly exertion, how would the 
honourable gentleman have us appease the fury of the enemy. 
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and secnre the safety of Kngl.ni? Why there must he K 
tofal change of system in K.igUnd and Ireland! Till Ireland 
was in a better situation France could liave no iaducement to 
make peace ! What this change, -so mysteriously announced, is 
to be in detail, we are left to guess. Are you to neglect (he 
means of defence, if you cannot persuade the enemy to make 
peace. The change which (he honourable gentleman recom. 
Blends, I suspect would be to remove those distinctions, anil to 
sweep away those privileges which hSTC raised the hatred and 
envy of France. But the honouralilc gcHtlcin«-i contends that 
the French would be justiScd in refusing to make peace, because 
Ireland is not unanimous ; would he, however, consider minis- 
ters justi6ed in refusing to make peace, because La Vendee wta, 
in a sGite of iasurrectioo ? If in his eyes this would be an in. 
sufficient reason for. refusing to make peace with France, when 
nearly one-fourlh of its inhabitants were in a slate of open hos. 
tility ag^st the tyranny under which they were oppressed, will 
he say that it is a reason for the persevering hostility of the cne^ 
my, that Ireland' is in a state of danger, arising from the aeces. 
Gary eiertion of vigour to resist the operation of French prin- 
ciples diffused every where with such assiduity, and in Ireland 
with peculiar success ; -.-circulated with that industry, which they 
have ever shewn, to sapplant by their desolating principles of. 
liberty the real practical blessings of the British constitution J 

Mr. Pitt declared, he could not conceive how that d^rac af- 
perfect unanimity, which the right honourable gentleman seem. 
ed to think so necessary, could be obtained while thes? princi- 
ples were disseminated with such industry ; bnt this was not the 
time to enter into. this discussion, and he had only alluded to- 
this subject, to shew the consistency of the right honouTablc 
gentleman's argument, when applied to the case of I^a Vendee. . 
But after all, did the right honourable gentleman seriously ima^ 
ginc, that be bad convyiced the house that it was unnecessary 
for them to make great efforts?. He had relied much upon the 
declarations which had been maje oat of do^rs respecting tbi^ 
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tax ; as fax as the pubiib opinion accorded with the right honctnr-a 
able genllemau'a views, so far as he seemed inclined to treat It 
with respect ; but he totally laid out of his ccnsldtiration those 
lentiments whioh accompanied those dcclaratioas. Thongh, in 
some instances^ (he people had expressed, thdr disajiprobatJoQ 
of thi^'tax. In its present state, without any of (he alterations 
and modiflcafiODB which it would be necessary to make, yet tli«^ 
BCTcr went the length'of the right honourable gentleman, and 
said, that qo supplies ought at all to be raised; on the con. 
trary, in the else of the borough of Southwark, they bad ex- 
pressed the strongest Ecnec of. the necessity of making great ami 
TigAroas exertions for the public clefence. Could this be a subject 
of donbt, after all the papers retatiro to the rapture of the n.egO'' 
elation had been laid before tlie house, and above all, sinc^ they 
had seen the late proclamation of the Directory? Indeed, ha 
should feel ashamed if it co.uld now become mattsr of argument. 

If then it night be assumed, as an indisputttble proposition^ 
that great and vigorous exertions were necessary at the presenl 
•rduons crisis, the next point for oonsideMtion was, whether a 
large part of the supplies of the year oijght to be raised by tha 
'mode now proposed, within (he year; or whether the wfeoki 
should be raised by the old system of funding ? This was the 
Tfni qneetion -for considerafiot^ : but, instead of discussing Hf 
the gentlemen on the other side had exerted all (heir abililiei to 
proTC that we ought to make no efforls at al|. They hadiuer^ 
gi»en any answer to the pnly important question, viz. if great 
exertions were ncceseary, hoiv were they to be made }■ In- 
stead of this, tiey hail only Eald, that a proposal to depart froi^ 
the funding system came ^ilh a very bad grace from him, who ' 
bad funded so mnch. This epuld not he cQpsidered a^ a very 
Strong argument ; ^nd he should have thought, that the gentle^ 
men, after so long an absence fcom. their par[ivnenlary duty, 
wourd h^ve discovered' some more e^cacious mode of reason, 
ing, than to say, "' Do not adopt a good measure, becauBe you 
pught to have adopted it sooner.^' Surely the hanse had » 
fight to expect, from a grave and experienced statcsmaui spme^ 
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thing more than a declaration, Ihat if any means could lie do- 
vised to raise a Targe proportion of tlie siippiics tritliin the year 
And if these means were in their naliire unobjcctiftnablc, ho 
should not oppose them. ' This could not be considered as a 
^ery great instance of condcicension. Howcscr, the principal 
olijection of the. right honourable gentleman seemed to be, that 
those extraordinary means ought notio be resorted to now, vrhen 
a-great and obfions necessity existed, because wc had not emT 
ployed them when no such necessity did exist. 

£ut gentlemen seemed to consider, Ihat, by adopting t)ie pre- 
sent mode of raising apart of the supply, the system of fuirding 
was to be gifen up, and the present substitntcd in its room. If 
gentlemen had been present in their places when this measure 
waa lirst proposed, they would hare known that the funding 
Bysleni'tras not given up ; on (he contrary, he had proposed that 
the larger part of the supplies of (he year should be raised by nay 
.of loan. It was thought advisable, as the funds had been so 
much increased, to ease them, by procuring a large part of the 
SDpplies in a different mode ; therefore, so far from giving up the 
system of funding, the present plan was inttlidcd (o relieve it. 
.That this object, if it could be attained, would be most desir. 
able, could not be questioned, even by those who disliked the 
present tax. 

Having jaid thus much, he did not tliink It necessary to arguo 
ihb point more at length upon' the present occasion. The point 
that called particularly for, the consideration of the house was 
this — assuming that It was necessary to raise a large suin w'ithin 
the year, was the present plan, the most expedient, and th« 
most likely to be effectual ? In consldi'ring thisrsubject, the two, 
bononrable gentlemen on the other side had argued very diScc- 
ently. The first called it a tax upon property ; the other, a 
general (ax upon income. The latter was nearer the truth, bnt 
rritherofthem was correct. With respect to tho honourablo 
gentleman who called this a tax upon property, it was astonish., - 
■ng that he shnald be so ill informed of what passed tn that 
bonsc) even tliough he mm absent, as to state as arg;umeDtc^ 
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against this plan, the very topics which lie (Mr. PiU) had urged 
ia order to obviate Eomo objections which bad been made tg it. 
The honourable |ent!cmaa had contended, that a tax upon pro- 
yerty, supposing it possible that the amount of (he properly 
could be ascertained, would not be a proper measure. In this 
opioion, howeier, the honourable gentleman differed from lliose 
declarations oat of doors against this tax, upon which so much 
reliance hid been placed on the other side of (he house. How- 
CTcr, the honourable gentleman had pushed this argument to a 
greater length than he had done, lie (Mr. Pitt) had said, that 
if the amount of every man's property could be ascertained, U 
would be a most desirable thing to mahc the peopl,e contribute 
to the public exigence in proporliun to their wealth. But there 
existed no means of as cer tuning the property of indiriduals, ex- 
cept Eucli as were of a nature that could not be resorted to. In- 
stead, therefore, of a tax upon property, this was what be hod 
stated it to be, a tax upon general expenditure. In opening it to 
the house, ha had anticipated an objection which he thought 
ironld be made, tiz. that this (u applied only to such iacome 
as was in expenditsrc. I'his wfts an inconrenience which it was 
impossible to atoid, without having recourse to such a scrutiny 
t>( property as must, in every point of ticw, be highly objec- 
tionable. That the present plan was in its nature imperfect h« 
was ready to admit, and had stated it to be so when he first in. 
troduced the subject ; but he thought it the best and most gene- 
ral criterion that could be found. The question then was, whe- 
ther this plan was so very imperfect, and so objec lion able- ib 
principle, that it ought immediately to be rejected ; or whether, 
after proper alteration and modification, it might not be of the 
greatest public bcn^t! The right honourable gentleman oppo- 
site to him had not oonsideTc4 this with bis nsnal accuracy ; for, 
because this tax was c^culated at seven millions, and that it vat 
not to exceed a tenth part of a person's income, he had calcn^ 
]ated the whole income of the country at only seventy millions ; 
but the inaccuracy of this calculation must be obvious to the 
fight hpuourable gentleman, wlt^n he recollecte4} thftt thoogl) 
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this tax ne»er toot more than onc-tcnllt of the income, yet, in 
many cases it took only the I20fh part, and in some cases took 
n.'ithing. At all cvcnls, this pbserTalion was inapplicable, be- 
cause he had oever spoken of the general income of the country, 
bat only so much of it as was in expcailiture.. Without dilating 
more upon this part of the subject, lie should say a few words 
upon what he c.oasidcred as the leading objfctrons to the mejU 
sure. 

The right honourable gentleman had made a division of the 

'fliffcrent kinds of property, which appeared to him to be incor- 
rect, inasmuch as it omitted one great source of income. The 
right honourable gentleman's dirision was, income arising from 
landed estates, from commercial pursuits, and from property in 
the funds. As to the income derlced from professional exertions, 

. the right honourable gentleman had rery properly classed it un- 
der the head. of commercial gains. But he had omitted one great 
source of income, y'a. that which was receiTcd a^ the reward of 
labour ; and of the latter class many were exempted by the crite. 
rion now proposed. The right hononrable gentleman had con- 
tended, that this would operate as a tax upon funded property, 
which always had been, and must ever be, considered as infio. 
late. But the measure now proposed hy jio means (ended to 
affect property in the funds. No description of income, whether 
arising from landed estates, commercial pursuits, or funded pro- 
perty, was meant to he exempted from the operation, because it 
was meant to attach upon expenditure in general. Where was 
the injustice of this? " Why," says the right honourable gentle- 
Bian, "hy taxing the expenditure of a man whose iilcame is de- 
rived from the funds, yon do in fact (ax his property in the 
funds." If this was a valid objection, it ought not only (o induce 
thi» house to reject this measure, but to repeal every tax that 
ever was laid on ; because It was impossible to suggest a lax 
which would not be paid by people having money in the fnnds. 
Every tax imposed upon consumption, of course must be de- 
frayed by people having property in the funds ; but it was ab> 
eurd tit say (hat was a tax upon the funds. If this objection was 
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nevor made to faxea vjiieh were in (licir, nature perpetual, it ap- 
peared to him singnJar that it should now, for the first time, be 
made to a tax whidi was incrdy iemporajy, 

The next ahjcction of the right honourable gentleman was, that 
a tax Upon commcrcidl income was not just; for, said he, a man's 
tandoil property ii his own, l»it ihc income he dqrires from cora- 
tncrcc is partly derived from his indaslry. This was not a time 
to enter into n minute discussion of these arguments, but sure]/ 
the right honourable genlleman did not mean to contend that 
Commcrci^ gains were nut a fair object of taxati(>u. Those gains 
^ .were dtrired under the profection of the laws of the country, and 
consequently ought (o contribute proportionably to support them» 
He did not, hoiFercr, piean to contmd' that many dJs^nctions 
Ought not to be made, and in the commit'ee modifications woultt 
ondoubledly be proposed. As (o persons wKo employed great 
capitals, in proportion to (heir annual gains, they wonld he less 
a&ccted than persons of landed property ; but all that could be 
inferred from this was, that it was a recommendation of the cri- 
terion. Perhaps this entcrion, as far as it affected the lower 
classes, did not make dis(in<^ions enough. It would be recoL 
lectcd, that the particular reason he assigned for making ffiis tsx 
lower upon houses than upon fhe other articles was, that it sliould 
not fall too neavily upon that species of tocome arising from re- 
ti^l trade. The right honourable gentleman fad next censured 
tke mode of appeal given in this case. Some alterations might 
also be made upon this subject ; bjit still fae thought that mode 
of correcting the operation of the tax might be useful. The 
right honourable gentleman himself had admitted, that it might 
with propriety he applied to landed projterty ; and, on the other 
hand, he (Mr. Pitt) was willing to admit, that as far as it re- . 
lated to the lower class of rct^t dealers, some modification was 
necessary. These were Ihe general objeclioas which had been 
made to the plan, and he should now leave them to the considera- 
tion of the house, with the observations he had made npon them. 

He was aware tlut there -were many who thought that, rather. 
iGan take this T^sible criterion Of ascertiuoitig property, it would 
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be better to lay a general (ax apoiJ property. UnSonbtedly, it 
they could Gad the means of taxing property equally, withonf 
compeilisg improper disclosure, it would be a most desirable ob- 

. j<^t ; but as that could not beflonc wilbout being open t* stronger 
objections tban the present plan, it became necessary that some 
visible criterion should b^ found, ■ If that ncre the case, could 

. any criterion be found mote general in its nature tban the assess, 
ed taiL-s? The persons ioimcdiatety afTectcd by this tax amounted 
to S()0,000, and through them extended to about 4,000,000 of 
persons. By tbb plan a great number of poor persons would be 
wholly excluded, and above faalf of the number before- mentioned 
vould contribute Very little. 

The cammiftce upon this bill tnight, and he had no doubt 
would, make many amendments in favour of shop-keepers ; but 
all this would be consistent with the principle of the bill, fhe 
committee might, if they thought proper^ make an alteration in 
tbe scale' proposed, without any dereliction of the principle of the 
bill. Many mitigations were, undoubtedly necessary ; but if the 
utmost iaference that'could be dfawn from this was, that tbe tx- 
empHons should be carried farther than was proposed in the com. 
mittee of ways and means, how did that a&ct the general prin- 
ciple «rf the measure, when'lheyhadtbo means of ob dialing in 
Itte committee the only objections that had been made against it i 
'Without going now into those details, which he wished to rescrre 
for a future period, he should only say, that if it was admitted 

. thai great exertions ought to be made, and that a large part of 
the- supplies ought to he raised within the year, and if the only 
objection to this criterion was, (hat it would bear hard upon 
the lower orders of retail dealers, and It appeared to be within 
fteir power to obviate this objection ; then, upon what ground 
could they hesitate; unless they had changed their opinions ; on- 
less, instead of, making preparations for war, thoy \rcTe deter- 
mined to begin by begging for peace from a haughty and insult- 
ing enemy ? If they were not determined to give tip every means 
«f exertion^ had they any option but to go Into a committee upon 
AU bill, to remedy the inconreniencies that. might rcsuU from it> 
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if passed in its present sTiapn ? What was (he conduct which the 
gentlemen on the other side wished the house to adopt ? It was to 
reject this measure at once, add thereby, to declare that they 
would make no efTorls to raise the supplies within the year. If 
the house adopted this advice, it Tcould be proclaiming to France 
and to the world, tbcir repcn&oce for having dared to sland np 
in defence of their laws, their religion, and of erery thing that 
was Talnable to them as Englishmen, It would be humbliDf* 
themselves before a haughty adversary ; and, when they had no 
means of defence, imploring mercy and forgiTeness from an enemy 
from whom we hod to expect neither. 

Upon these grounds, he hoped (he bouse woald read the bill a 
second time, and let it go into a committee. 

The motloo wai tgrtti to, 

Ajtt. — „-. I7J 



and the bill was ordered to be commlticd'. 



January-^, 17D8. 

On a motion for tlie third nading of die bOI for iacreasinj; the AxtuieJ 
Taie*, 

Mk. Pitt, K the doie of ifat debate, (which had been adjonnied from tt» 
preceding dtij) roie and eiprened himielf a> foUowi : — 

. After the great length of time that has been consumed in the 
debate, the house, I am sure, wilt not be surprised if I shoulil 
desire to avoid, as moch as possible, the vast mass of extraneoni 
matter that has been brought forward on (he present occasion. 
at)d select from the numerous topics that present themselves to 
my Tiew, such as bear directly on the subject under our imme- 
diate consideration. With this view I shall endeavour to guide 
the attention of the house through the various irrelevant and 
contradictory arguments that have been used, and fix it more 
exclusively on those leading aud practical points, which alonfe 
can determine the question wc are sow called upon to decide. I 
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should hare thoaght it, Sir, nnnecessuf to enter at any lepjtb 
into this argumeat, after the admisaioa made by the several gen- 
ttemen who most rehemently opposed this measure, if I did nof 
find that theprinciptethey conceded in name is afterwardtrecaJlcMl 
ia substance, and treated as a matter foreign to their considera- 
tion, and wholly inapplicable to (be case now before them. The 
principle I allude to is this, whether, in the present circamstances 
of this country, there is, Ar is not an occasion to make a great 
and unexamplod exertion to defeat the projects of the enemy, and 
secure our own national independence and honour. Theaffirma- 
tire of this proposition has been uniformly admitted and openly 
Browed: unless, theiuf ore, the bouse, influenced by what has 
. been advanced in the course of this night's debate, should think 
proper expressly to retract that opinion, I bare a right to take It 
as the fundamental point that will gorern their determination. 
This is not an opinion hastily adopted, and ligbtly considered.' 
It b the language which, after full deliberation and inquiry, the 
house, at the commencement of the .session, presented at the 
foot of (he throne. Such, at that time, was their opinion, and 
the facts on which it was founded bare, iu the interval which 
. has elapsed, been neither weakened nor denied. So far from 
any thing having been advanced contrary to this position, in the 
course of this debate, the right honourable gentleman himself * 
has unequivocally admitted, that great military and financial 
exertion is indispensable in the present situation of the country. 
Now baring advanced so much, it was natural to expect ho 
would disclose the nature of (hose exertions, the necesuty of 
, which he did not deny ; and ifberdisapproved of the present mode 
of raising so considerable a part of the supplies within the yeat 
that he would point oat how that end might be obtained, by 
means less objecliooable. Tbe.questioo,a& now argued by th* 
right honourable gentleman, is, whether, after a delay &f six week* 
since the first agiiation of this subject, and two mot^tbs since the 
. issue of tbe negociatijon, from which ^iqd the necessity of tfca 

• Mr. Fox. 
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exertions hi actmiKinuat bc'dated;— v(i^lier,'afters)ichadelayf 
■11 exertion should not be buspended on the part oE. the' cou&trjr, 
tjll thehduje Jhbutd obtain the disialsiltin of his Majesty's fire. 
sent ininisters,'a t&dical parliainentarjr reform, and a total cfaaQgB 
of Byatem. Sbch is ihe groniid, if I followed the right bononl-* 
able gentleman, and linderstood bim right, on which Ae -wishes 
tbe present question to be determined. In his opinion the gniH 
of the present ad mini strati on is so eiibimods, their general and 
particular misconduct so manifest jud great, that all die facnl. 
lies of gOTcmtnent should be knspended till thej are removed. 
Their rcmoTal alone, howerer, wilt not do, and be has no ho^es 
ofseCuri'ty without a radical reform In parilament, and a total 
Change of system ,- and, unite these latter |Arts are c^ncededf 
£e professes that he will not take any Share In any ncwadmtnU 
itratiOn that tnay be formed. "With a view of persnading th* 
house to pursue these objects, much time and much eloquence 
liara been consutned, to convince thcm that' they had a n^ar 
constitutional light to withhold the supplies, till the grieraoccs^ 
of' which they might, '^Ink proper to compl»n, were redressed, 
^ultimo and eloquence kppear to me to be AvhoIIy misemployed. 
tJo one that I "know of eVer doubted of the Talidily of that doc- 
trine. The true question how is, accordii^ to the right honour, 
able gentleman's mode of reckoning, not whether they harCk 
■*ight 'under the cotistttntion of withholding supplies fill grier. 
*ances were redressed, but whether the bouse and country look- 
Upon those ihlngs as grierdncca witch the right honourable gen. 
deman does ; and wbMher tliey will make snch an exerdse of 
"power in'lbe.pfaent sltoation of the country, to obtain a radial 
■ parllalnentary reform and total change of system, according to ■ 
Kis acceptation of those expressions? It becomes, therefore, of 
' great consequence to ascertain what that acceptation is : and if 
' any ambiguity or uncertainty exists from louse and indefmite ex- 
' pressioos, tb6 true meaning will be found to arise no less frotaa 
. ■ the colour' and complexion of circontstances which accompany, 
precede, and followhjt profcuions^ than logical distinctions and 
the content of words. Now I wish to put it seriously to tha- 
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boue, ^heOer/natwUhituiains tlie.cxpUiwtloniifer tiiefirft 
'ime'^n tliii night hf the i^ht bomonnblejgeatlemin ef dw 
-«xtM)t of till mnniag in this reipeet, ■ Tciy cooHdeniUe porti'dtt 
'«f nneertainty, istotlMimUnt, AoMnstyet rem rni, and wits, 
titer&ll thB'Mertion h« hhniclf aiaafn ii necetiu^'fortbeialf*. 
tioi^tf fhftCmntrf, bto be BaBpended till objects to gettenl, 
loow, - and ind^^te, aro lAta^ad ! for ucb is the partiAl reitf t 
"Afalt h»has' DOW advanced. 

Bat to d«ee*idto tbe few ptitinlan be liu me«tioBed.-rA 
«hBage «f BtiniMern, be lajs, - is ftbiolutcly necessary befoce any 
peace, ooMistentwith the-wetfare aiidsscurity of thvcDintry, 
oin be eipecfed. Yet howwu drisattemptedtote' pr»*ed. 1 
^o not eoBslder mywAt much indebted to the right hononnUe 
fentlcmaD'sESndoDr in admitting, that at lefst minirtdh wen - 
sincere in the last aegociation for peace. NO'Osn, in or oat of 
tfae-housecotildnntttro to entertain a doubt of. a fact so phrin 
and' manifest The internal endencea of' the treatyitidf, asd 
emy circumkanee by which it >wa> attended, M&wery tw^. 
ciott on (hat subject at defiance. The purity.aad>zeal of minii> 
«T9throHghoDt the whole of' tbfijr ooaduct on. that oocaaioii, U ' 
established beyond the-poMibility of donbt. It it not now for , 
'tne to enter Into thediinission how farin 1744 and 1795, Pnuwe 
wU' capable of preserving ttC' relations of peace and amity. 
'Every thing that the right' hononrbble geQliemaneotild urge an 
tbis subject, waiadraneed'wbm theftef« of tbatquettion ^ete 
Tccent/ and rcgulariy bef(»-e the bouse, which, af;er fall io^ui^y 
and deKberatJon, gave an opiiuon contrary to^ that wbjdi he 
maintained. Every step that' mlnistprs bare taken, reliti*e to 
peane, bos been sutalitted to' parliamentary discussion, 4nd ii 
fbllybcforethe pulilic: and I can assert w Kb confidence, that 
no man can r^t^ct upon their condnc't in that respect, or deny 
that they have dtine every thing ^o obtain peace, short of saeH- 
ficingthehononrand welfare of the country. According to the 
T^t honoatalde gentleman's own view of the- vqhject, it Fs a 
vngular mode of reasoning, to threiten minilteVs -«idr disnilE. 
■ion,- titat peacemightbe obtained, becauio they had'oot- dotae 
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e*«ry ihiDg in their (Hiver to obtwa it before,' though there is no 

doubt they baie since been, and were stiti disposed so to do. 
'The. reMoningUitill tnof« carious if fallowed further. Suppose 
. the ineasure recomineiided by .the , right honourable gentleman 
-were adopted, it is likely that any new administration cou)d suc- 
tceedinn^ociation with the eneuQy, after: a.consid^able uispen. 
- sion- of exertion and cdcnparatiie weakDcss, when the present ad. 

niinistra,tion, backed with the whole strength of the country, and 

. .baring done eTerytbihgcoDiIstent with their duty to oppose the 

, wrath of the enemy, had fiuled?. Who will undertake that, in 

.case of aa appointment of anew administratioq, by meansat least 

injnrioos'to our stjrength, the enemy wLtl be Inclined to gire terms 
:of peace which they denied to the present mioi^ters, when their 
.conduct was admitted by all ^o be such, as this new administra. 

tioncauld alone adopt ? What ground of proltabilily is there to 
.expect snch an crent ?. But if tlje right h on on rable gentleman's 

ai^ument has aay weight, it is at best ill. timed at present, and 

should have been argued two moqths ago, on the first termioa* 
■ tionof thetreaty. 

The right hoDonrablegentlemui has attempted to draw a.dik 
'. tioction between the responsibility of those in office, and those 
^who ore not so. la this, bowem, I do not. see any marks of 
.that impartiality which should «iiually guide both theone-andthe 
.-other. He seems to think, that, while he has a perfect right to 
jari^gn the condqct of public men in office, he being a prirate 
.member of parliament, is not ansn:enible to any account. Icer- 
ffaffily know ofqo sanction that any man inofitcehas, that should 

evmpt him from antmadrersion on bis conduct ;. and as little 
., am I acquunted with any exemption that private gentlemen may 
; have from reprehension, when their coadvct is such as to deserre 

it : justice, prudence, and expediency, as little exempt the one 
. as the other. I therefore cannot but behold the right bononra- 
. ble gentleman as ..^^nable in his conduct as any other person, 

whether I consider his cljaracter, in rcladnn. to domestic cod. 
, ceriuatbomc^ orthe^ituationqf thcenemyabroad. Withspe- 
^•ions professions of humility, he has doubtless declared bimself 
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a simple bditidu&l, and expressed; a detennination to abstain ; 
from the risk and fatigue of public office. But what dues this 
amonut to ? It b not certain that, thinking as ■nanj' around 
him do, the coantry can basaTedbjr bim alooe; Thinking so, . 
I say, if achango of administiution shunld take place, trill they' 
not feel tbemsehes bound to orercome his scruples^ and insist,' 
u a matter nf public doty, that he should takeupon him the. 
burden of office? Nay, I put it to them, whether they would 
. Qot consider it as the pride and glory of their lives, by any means 
in their power, to place him in the situation to which they think 
his talents entitle him? Andif they think so, they will, in sn do- 
ing do no more than, what, according to th^r view of the subject, - 
i; right aud^ higlily laudable in them to effect. Nevertheless 
those who might difier from them in that opinion, and, though ad-, 
mitting the brilliaucy and extent of the right honourable gentle' 
man's talents, thihk.that thepractical application of Ihem is no, 
condnciretp the welfare of the country-c-such persons must be. 
allowed to look to that event with repugnance and alarm. Upon 
this subject I have no hesitation of declaring, that w^rc I obliged. 
to plead guilty to every other charge against my colleagues and 
myself, or from any motite should wish to relinquish my present 
station, yet, while I wish such a peace as is consistent with the 
.security and welfare of this kingdom, I shouldfeetitasa bouuden 
and over.rulingdnty, if the right honourable gentleman had any 
chance of succeeding me, to remain in office at any risk, anil 
with every sacrifice, in order to prevent an eflect sp fatal and 
ruinous to the safety and consequence of this country, as the 
grUification of the wishes of him and his friends. I have yet to 
learn what is tbe nature of tiiat confidence, which the enemy are 
to ha«e in an administration supported by that right honourable 
genUemut. I have on a former occasion said, that I da not envy 
those whose boast it is that they stand high in tha confidence of 
' the enemy, Jt is maintained, that in case of a change of admi- 
nistration, the'houaeand the country would hare tbe most unli. 
mitec^ confidence^ tothe sincerity of the u^ociation for peace, 
and if it'COtfldnot be. obtained on terms adequate to a just and 
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itMOttMt- e^tpveMien, Aat iauA > mm Ufa mt^ woilMrbfc' 
c6ntinued with iBcalcuUble advantage. Will those, wbo. tbiak. 
in lliit way.aUenipttodenf (hat tin right boacnrable gntkinaa^ 
tni all ha friends hare nsifomly, sjnca the nmiiBeDOeinent of 
the war, maiDtained Ibe oanBeof ihe enemy, at' least so far M 
to contend that tbrjr. acted on the defensive, and retained a li^ti 
6t inBicling v'engcance, and Uiat w& were the agranbn}; 
'fhroughont the whole etmne of dia var Ihey have Bssertad .tiw 
justice of the enemy's cause and the insufficiency of uir tesonrcei. 
HuWj in cas« uf suoh men socceciling to office^ tenai fib- 
yourable or just (o this country are ti> be expected, OpfaoVy i£ 
the war is to be continued, the enemy are to be (unvincttd of thai 
^ergy of our kingdom and the penDsnencyi uf our means, frleaTC^, 
with no doubt of its decision, to'ttie p^denceoFth« bonia. 

Thenext point of attack ag^nst his Majesty's mioiBten ii their 
general misconduct in respect to general -coaslitutional doc^ , 
fnncs; and then, that tliey are bad' financial ministers, and iiu 
(foinpetent to preserrelhe comiriaation, which, aa to the prow- 
cation of the war, thej had so much Kited npon. These punts, 
i must observe, which are wholly irrelevant to the present qiiea- 
thin, have repeatedly bten discussed and decided bt this lioaae,- 
and may be decided again after this it determined, as they hav* 
tMi-it before. These 1 do not in the least consider mysdf.boand- 
toenter into at pi«-ent, and if I did, the decirion, eitlier oiw 
way or the other, would not affect thb bill. UpoK these snlw 
jects, however, itiS'Ob*ions that the strength of the right ho- 
nonrable gentlc^pan's arguments lay in this ; be says, yoo, tlie 
administratiun of the country, are incompetent aud ignomat ; 
^on rely on fordgn ^liances ; these alliances dusert yon. y«a - 
(rant subsidies^ you guarantee loans ; we told you this woald 
not secure yon ajliea. Yoir are fouls, and we are wbe. This I 
beKeve is not ^ weak summary of his charge against those ho b 
inclined to condemnr inevery act, andhtpeach (he motives wh^ 
he cannot deny the effect. I asli, however, and put to the ra> 
eolkctiou of the house, whether those loons, subsidie*, aad al- 
liances, w«re ever nnintuoed an any such pFUGKlpte aa that ii 
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vas impostible to IftdecaTqcl. la the natofc oXOfe tmoj, no, 
iadependent. state ean h^T? secnritf ^gainst utolber, from ^itft^ 
of foRsi^t Wid pmdeNCe. It:U&o impnUtion against ouc i^l;^ 
tbat another might sat we so ^cutdy its own true permfsent, 
interest and safety. In the case ofom acting with greater wja. 
dam Bod resolution timt others, ve are ifot te let our ro^t it, 
their misconduct urer.nilc our own satisfaction, in our oi*n pru,> 
dence and sagacity. E*en to this very moment. I do not r^grel^ 
those loans, subsidies, and alliancei, of which the right ho> 
nourable genflemaa eomplajns. They were eqtere^.'itto ^ith, 
correct Wews of the real apd pennaoent interest of the ^ouiitij: 
and though I eoaid hme wished that pthejr pfl^era had. had a^ 
true sense of their own interest ; yet as a matter ,of policy, Ida 
not regret the advantage we dBriredcTen at theespoise at whid^ 
jt was pnrchased. ' 

When it is coaaidered that tbe conduct of ministers with (]S>, 
apect to peace, was such as thoae who wish for a chuige thent- 
selres approve, it is pretty certain that the real cause for fji^ 
retirement ii not that which is ostensibly assigned ; but vhcthei^ 
the motirea be real or pretended, it can be no reason for post- 
poniag the present bill, as whether the present admini^lratioa 
continue to yield thdr places to others, this bill, as a measure 
cssaqtia] to the secarity^^f tbe country fVoiR the inenac«« and de- 
sigu of a rancorous enemy, would be equally expedient and ne. 
cessary. Suppose the right honourable gentleman wu at tb4 
head of a new fonqed administration, wonid he tell the hogse 
that he would expect any success in ihb treaty, should the ns. 
tion disarm, or be unprovided to continue tbe contest with ri. 
gosr and efiect! Where he minister, tbe same exertion would be 
necessary, the same question would revert, whether it was ex* 
pedient toraise sereo of the nineteen millions within the year. 
Is it tbetefore fair, or generous, or manly, to hear the possibility 
»f » change assigned as a cause for delaying a measure, which 
«tnder evety administraUon, would be equally necessary, and must 
be equally made the subject of discussion ? There must be some 
secret motive for this suddjen exertion of the right hoQonrablf' 
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gentleman. ' It vu most probably to take adfantage of what he 
supposed the public opinion^ that tie thus appeared again in em- 
battled phalanx, and left the hidden path of secret w&rflre. With 
what other view would he otherwise bring into each a debate all 
the inflammatory topics be has urged, and in a speech of three 
or toat hours, though attending, as he says, by the express 
(:oibinaads of his constituentj, scftrce touch on the subject which 
he arowedly came forwiird to discuss ? Instead of watching the 
details and particular bearings of this bill, he adverts only to id 
principle in the most general terms, and did not even, attend m 
Aat stage in which alone, by meuis of regulations, be could al- 
Icmte those hardships of which his constitnents complain. Far 
from obsening the instructions he professed to obey, he enters 
intq the' most foreign and dissuosiTe questions concerning the 
origin and conduct of the war, in which, as usual, he deddes in 
farour of France, and ag^nst this country, and in farour of 
himself and his party, against the ministers in whom hb Majesty 
thought proper to conlide. He wishes to impose on the bom 
the condition of putting off the discussion of the bill he was sent 
here to discuss, in order to enforce that radical reform of parlia- 
ment and total change of system, of which his constituents tn tbdr 
instrnctiphs said nothing, and which if he thought it his duty to 
urge, he should have felt himself bound to attend for that pur. 
pose, without waiting for those injunctions irhrch were the occa- 
sion of his presence. 

I for one sliould be glad to have a clear idea of what the right 
honourable gentleman means by this species of reform «nd 
change. He has on former occasions expressed the same wishes, 
but yet in a way more general. In the course of what be has 
•aid on this subject to night, we hare at leaist the satisfaction of 
learning that he looks only to these changes through the organ uf 
parliament, which however he expects will not be effected by the 
power of bis eloquence or the force of his reasoning within, but 
by the influence of the public mind from without. The precise 
plan of parliamentary reform, of which he is the advocate, is 
now for the first time disclosed, namely, that brought forward 
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Int -lesion by another faonoarable friend of his, not now in bis 
place.* Tlius for a plan of parliamentary reform, which the . 
houBfi had already discussed and rejected, and for other parUcii- 
lar reformations, on which neither his constituents nor the pnblic 
had expressed any opinion at all, he wished the house to sus- 
pend aiid hang np all the means of pnblic defiance, in a (!rUis of 
^tiexaTnpled danger and dii^cntty. This mode of obtaining his 
objects is certainly less mild and regular than the one he professed , 
bimself attached to, and recommended with respect to parlia. 
mentary reform ; for it tends to this^uspend your exertions, let 
the memy come and make this change of system and reform the 
price of sdf-defcnce ;^~an espcdient at least hazardous and rash 
under the present circumstances of the country. If, to avoid 
this inferencej the right honourable gentleman shotild contend, 
that, fay the influence of the public mind, he means the opera, 
tion of the fair rational sense of the public mind on their repre- 
sentatives only, then he must admit that he has at last found 
something more sympathetic between the people and their repre- 
sentatiTes than he thinks it possible to discoTer in some views of 
the subject he occasionally takes, a consistent ground of virtual 
and eifective representation^ even in the present form of parliamcint. 
K he means neither of these, but something else dilfcrent from 
both, but which be does not think it fit and prudent at this mo- 
ment eiplicitly to stiite, his views, are then evidently open to 
the objection, on the ground of ambiguity and indistinctnesi^, 
which an honourable fnend of minet has s^d occasioned dlffi. 
deace and alarm. 

The right honourable gentleman has thought proper, on this, 
And aereral other occasions, to quote some words used by me in 
reference to this subject. It Is impossible to recoHect jwrticutar 
words used so long ^o ; but I frankly admit that my views of 
parliamentary reform -were favourable to that bbjecC, and that 
I) on all occasions, eipressed my opinion wilh all the warmth of 
expression I could use : these, however, must, in common cau> 

• Mr. Grey. f f**'' Wilherfc^ce. 
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dour, lie undcntaod in referencie. to that olycGt usttfarttiiM^ 
spder^tood, and not as. to the change of ineaniiigtliateTpraBsi^, 
has undergane in later times. He has done me the justice toi^f, 
, that he believes it was not I who declared " that nogoodgov^n, 
ment could subsist, nor bad one l>e ot>[fosed with WtTety, ffit^oqt 
pariiamentary reforni." But whatever wiorda I may bar* n^qd, 
or to whaterer doctrines I may haVc snlKcribed, thej nni^ b%, 
understood in reference only to the ideas of pariiataentary tt-, 
form then entertained, and I solemnly declare that whate^fer I 
may hare sud or done on that subject, had do relation to the P^Ci 
sent prevailiDg systems of ro£ormatioii, or any printnple an ifhich 
they are founded. My ideas then were as different frwBL those 
systems then, as my language is now. I always, a» is veil 
tnown to the right honourable gentleman, opposed «Tery pliui 
of universal sufirage and indiridnal representation- All the 
words I then used, all the measures I then'aJtetted, must be con- 
sidered as bearing a relation to the ideas and views of lj)ings thea 
entertained. By the same rate the right honourable gentleman 
nnst now be jadged ; the words he us«s will be understood, un- 
less otherwise restricted, by the ideas and views of things nqw 
recdved ; and surely he cannot deny that the expressions he haa 
tUs night made use of to signify his wishes, constitute the wat^b. 
words of a party out of doors, whose real meaning is well underi 
Stood, and admits of no'doubt. Is it not known that they qou- 
pie their ideas with his words, and hail liira as a convert to t^ieir 
system and a champion in their cause? If indeed the rij^ht ho- 
nourable gentleman does mean something in a more limited a/ii 
rational sense, snre I am, be > must be thankful for that scrupu. 
Jons vigilance and alarm' that wisties to distinguish his views of 
a radical reform in parliament from those catertaiaed by the Cor* 
responding Society, expressing himself, as he acddi^ttally does, 
in precisely the same words which that body has thought proper 
to adopt. It happens, however, tbat there is a further coinddcnt^ ~ 
subsistiog between that body and the right honourable gentleman 
than mere words. He has not only, they seem to think, exalted, 
like then)} the representative government, bat looks with a jea. 
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limf ^jre ta^oUlitjr and hereditaryiionouTfl ; in short, diselaim 
CTery prindple of gorernmcDt but ihs re,ir(«entati*e speciet. 
tHaa, I bHief p, is vdl known to be their opinion of him, thougk 
oodonbtedty be will contead that thej misconcnve the meaiiing . 
of bit words, lad th&t theydi not imply the object they sup- 
pose. Whaterer may be his meatung un other points, be bia 
now, howerer, fully expluned the ^iews he entertains of pvlia- 
mentary reform ; and I must declare that I wontd forego for erer 
all prospect of reform,, rather than incur the risk of such an onn 
MM he wishes, by his own confession, may tak« place. What ii 
it he contends for ? No li8S than that the whole elective fran- 
chise shouM be taken from those in whom it has long resided, 
*nd ^ansferred to all the householders in the kingdnia. This ik 
the preliminary, not only^O' all snpply and exertion, but to othn 
chaages hitherto unlimited by any deaignation of their objects. 
After concealing his opinion for fourteen years, as (o the specific 
{ifan erf reform, it now appears no less tiian a total change of the 
old s^tem of election, and a substitnte that will at.once demolish 
M the benefits connected with it. In short, he would take from 
, tbe old electors all their rights, and invest them, without reserre,. 
in new. > . 

The light honourable gentleman has farther expressed, as a 
general prineipte, that he wishes'to irpreis increasing power, and 
•neourage protecting liberty. In tlie Erst place, I wish to know 
what he means by these term. I here remark the same naccr- 
tainly and ambiguity that appear in most of his professions, and 
which occasion no groundless degre« of distrust and alarm in 
those who do not enter so reaiUly into hii views as others imme. 
diately around him. I wish to know what is this increasing 
power he wishes, to roprobate, and what this protecting liben]* 
be means to encourage ? In another part of hb speech he says, 
Aat the anthority of pariiametit ought to be such as tt was before 
Ae American war. Here aKo I am at a loss to reach the mean- 
iBig.of his words. 1 know of tto libwty then possessed that i^ 
bot now equally enjoyed. On professions so loose and indefinite, 
^itxirouli be absurd t9 rely, unlMS (hey are circumscribed by dis- ' 
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tinct meaning, they never can' be adopted U ssdeand ratwml' 
ground of action. 

Another commentator on the acts of gOTerament* has, in ad. 
dition to the charges adtanced by the right honourable gentle* 
roan, insisted, that an end shdl be pat to the possibility of mak* 
ing a breach in the apgropriation act. This charge ia not now 
for the first time brought forward. It was fully and regularly 
discussed on a former occasion, when first adranced ; and hoir 
did it turn out ? — that the appropriation- act hod not been Tiolal. 
ed, but that, under particular circumstances, the form had been 
departed from to prcserTe its spirit. The tame may be obierred 
with reipect to the charges advanced relative to barracks, and 
the laws concerning persons sent out of the lungdpm ; the right 
of assembling, petitioDlng, and all the other instances advanced 
as matters of criminal charges ag^nst the administration of go- 
Tcmment by his Majesty's present ministers^ which at this lata 
hour it will hardly be expected that I have strength lufGdent 
minutely to examine and answer. ' The sum total of these ob- 
jections amounts to this — that the house should at once repeal . 
all those wise precautions and measures whlob, after an aiiuoas 
Tiew to the particular circumstances of the times, and an ade- 
quate discussion of each partionlar, they had thought proper to 
enact, not only with the consent of a vast majority of their own 
hody, but with that of at least nine-tenths of tile people out of 
doors. Is the house and country prepared for such sacrifices — 
such sweeping preliminaries ? 

The honourable gentleman objects also to the conduct of mi. 
nistcrs with respect to peerages. Here, too, he is, as usual, 
gc-oeral and, indistinct. What b it be means? Does he intend 
to say the prerogative of the crown to create peers should be 
extinguished } How does he limit his objections i What «xcep. 
tions are they that ho makes ? Docm he mean .that no vacauciea 
should be filled up, that he may supply large arrears when he 
comes into power, in the way formerly used, when) as he says, 

* Mr. Shcitdtn. 
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'< peerage was. giren as an bonosr." Till particulars are men- 
tioDed, it is impossible to reply to, such TagDe charges, which 
/ather impeach the constitntion Itian criminate the ministers. 
These, howerer, are the principal allegations, for which it is 
.tentled that ministers deserve to be dismissed from their ofiiccs, 
.in order Ibst others more competent to forward the national 
tereats should Berve the public in their stead. 

If we pass the bill^ (he right honourable gentleman says that 
we shall not be considered as the representatives of the people, 
.intimaljng thereby some doubt, at least, that we are not now 
the substantial and virtual repiesentativ^ of that body. How 
-does ho make that assertion) good? Because, he says, large 
-ineelings of the people hare expressed their disap probation of the 
bill ; and therefore, if we do not adopt their opinions, he infers 
.we have no sympathy with them, and in no sense what, 
ever can be called thdr representatives. In the first place, I 
must observe, that these meetings were only h«ld-in the metro- 
polis : that in other parts of the kingdom no disapprobation bas 
.been expressed, and that, even in the metropolis itself, the op- 
position has a good deal subsided since the modifications, whidi 
-have removed the principal causes of objection. In the next 
, place, I shall never agree that this hoase, as the representatives 
of the people, are boond to bend to every parAal and unsettled 
opinion of that body. I mean not to deny that we shouM give 
, due weight to the influence of public opinion ; but it never was 
the principle of the constitution, that the representatives of the 
people should shift with every breath of popular deiurc. Nothing 
could be more hiconsistent with true wisdom and public utility, 
tban that the legislators should bo influenced by every fleeting and 
partial expression of the public will. How easy was it in the 
present case, by misrepresentation, and an imperfect view of the 
bill in it9 operation, to raise in the iirst instance a popular da. 
mo ur against it! A general disinclination towards' it appeared 
in the pablic meetings within the metropolis ; but. no sooner was 
the subject fully understood, and its particular hardships re- 
moved, than it was regarded in a very different light, as appeared 
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"fty the proeeedingB ftf (he conmoh likll tn the dfjr, uitl othiBr 
Inrts. The geiHleraen opposite to me are reaJy Cirau^, on all 
occaiionty not only to condeRinrthe condtict of hitMnjesty^ 
-attnisters, bnt bIso to male the^iiblic a psHj' to their cause. X 
fare trot qnlj a right to consider then as prejudiced in Ihli te- 
"tpecf, bnf, from frequent experience, ertoneowi also ; for ta 
many cases where tiiey bare as loodly maintained the public 
opinion was irith thnn, on a fdr inquiry, where occasion offered, _ 
-«e bxTO foulid the fact to be directly the rerene. It it in (he 
'VatOrc of (hin^, tbat a heary arid general tax can, In the Snt 
instance, be popular? Add, on the contrary, it erer must be 
tbe eaikst of ail things, by artifice and misrepresentatioB, to 
ndsc a clamonr againsf any such measure on its' first breaking 
vpoit the pvUic mind. It is hardly possible for such a tax to be 
popvlav aod cheerfully receirod. All taxes are necnsarily harf- 
•Jups, and most be submitted to, not from pleasure, bat a sense 
ef pnbric duty I and I hope with confidence that this tax will be 
'to received by the good seme and fortitude of the people ; and 
-that, when it conies to be explained' and ameitdM), they willSab- 
'mit to the sacrifices it enjwns, as a measure of ui^cntneccssit)^, 
wider citcumBtaoces of (he most Serere trial that this nation e?er 
experienced. ltdoesnot,howeTer, enter into my ideas of piiblle 
duty, that tFie tegi^'Iature should consult the popular opinienit 
the expense Of public safety. 

Utere was one part of the right hononrsble ge^tlMaan's ipesch 
(hat I am impelled to notice, from the extraordinary request it 
contained. He admitted the great use of unanimity, and allowed, 
. (hat in tlHs critical period in particnlar it was higbty desiraUs. 
Ilie mode, however, In which he mearis to olbtain it is, iii off 
•pimon, somewhat singular. He says, we the minority contiaif. 
iog otirseiies right, will not yield to yon, the majority, but, li 
unanimity is desirable, you should undoubtedly cttme over (i» 
' our opinioQ. So that the majority are thus called npon at once 
loforego their opinions, thongh aAftpted after ton^ and frequeat 
debate, and to tread back all.th^ir steps, and admit Uiemsebte 
t»be wrong, although they- blew- themaebcSle be right I XUe 
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vaa tlie reasoiuble requut h'w argutnentt coitTCyed; and «• 
were tVdd that a zealous unanimity was to be expected od no 

. «{her.terttis. )n like manner he require* us to postpone the bill 
mdefinttelj, though arising from urgent necessity, Wid calculated 
forsecorlt/and defence, until he shall in hb own good time retard 
io his parliamentary doty, and, as occasion snits, nnfdld to our 
Hdw, for separate discnsrion, all the parts of that radical chaugt 
In onr system which he projects. 

As to the principles of indiridual conduct in this bonsc, it ii 
not now a general question of hoW far a member is authorised 
to secede from Us' attendance ; buf, in my opinion, that Tirtual 
rbptesbrtation, of trhich the right hoBonrable gentleman is so 
fond, ckntiotbe more completely violated than by a dereltction 
of duty, particularly in a moment of imminent danger to the - 
•buntty. And this iff doubtless aggravated if it should be done 
with a view of deprecia<ing the body of which he is a member^ 
ind to alienate' the affections of the people from it. "I can hardly "■ 
conceive how a man can act in grosser violation of his duty as a 
'memtNer of parliament than by such a conduct. Much bf the 
fact, in such a c&se, most be dollected from attendant circam- 
Stances, I shall not now inquire by what motlrc» those gentle, 
men acted (Mr. Eurke and others), alluded to by the right ho- 
'Bourablc gentlemen, who seceded in tha American war ; bnt I 
-recollect that his own secession was announced after the motion 
made by an honourable gentleman" for pariiamentary reform ; and 

■ 'that, in the course of that dtdiate, the right honourable gentle. 
man said, Aat, unless the measures were adopted, the house 
would not be any longer entitJed to the respect of the people out 

'of doors. As to the general prlbciple, nothing can be more cer- 
tain than that it b a violation of duty to desert a post committed 
to one's charge, and that it increases, in exact proportion to the 
danger of those for whom we undertahe the charge. Now it did 

-' so happen,' that the right honourable gentlekan conld not, in his 

' whole political career, hare chosen a moment of seceniou mor« 

• Mr. Orey. ; 



:kv, Google 



400 MR. PITTS [Jai».4, 

mcompassed with danger than ibe one in nhich he actually did 
secede. The motiTc, thererorc, is at best mspicioui, and de. 
dining to attend under such circumstances led nt least to iaqairy, 
.'whether hy Vceping aw»y he sought opportunities to reflect that, 
by inHdming the people without these walls, which no exertioa of 
his talents could acbiere withia. lie retired just as the rancour 
of our enemy became most inteterate, and exclustrely directed 
'to this country, and when the manifestation of their malice Called 
forth the spirit and zeal of all classes to snpport our national in- 
depoidencB and honour. Just at this juncture it was that the 
Tight honourable gentleman thought proper to retire. ^ 

On what ground is it that gentlemen oppose this bill? 
Do they deny the danger that surrounds ns ? Do they main- 
tain that exertion is not necessary? that it can be sus- 
pended with safety! No; they do not attempt to do afher; 
but, as the me»ns of ohtuning their own objects, they are wilU 
ing to risk the honour, welfare, and exbtence of the country. 
The right honourable gentlemaa had asserted his right to secedp 
on his own motives of expediency, and, of course, those who 
rsorruund him will not object if I take'thch justification on the 
.same principle i but the right honourable gentleman, it seems, 
retains his opinion of that expediency,. and only now appears at 
the particntar injunction of his con$titiients to defend their local 
interest. How comes it, then, that he appears so surrounded 
with friends, who, adopting his principle of secession, hare not, 
.In the desire of thdr constituents, the same molife for bis, par. 
ticular exception ? Can any thing shew in a stronger light the 
blind acquiescence of party zeal, when, in defiance of erery 
avowed principle of thdr public conduct, they now attend to add 
to the splendour of their leader's entry. • 

There is one point in the constitiitioo a>f this country, in which 
difference of opinion arises, namely, concerning the' instructions 
of coDStitnents to their representatives. Some think thems'elres 
bound to obey thvm, whatever their individual opinion may be 
on the subject. Others thinking those instructions entitled to 
their respect, yet follow the dictates of their own consciences. 
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Of this liUter clus tiie ri^bt honourable geatlenun professoi 
liiBiwJf to be. According, therefore, to liis own adraission, he 
now attends in spite of his own e^Hnion of the espediency of 
secission, to discuss the local interest of bis constitoent). He, 
nerertbeWs, declined attending in that stage of the bill in which 
alone he cosld be of servhie in that particatar, by proposing re> 
liefs for the particnlar 'hardships his constituents might snstatn ; 
and now, without noticing the modificafioas made, he ohjecis 
t« other particulars, without suggesting or moTing any remedy ! 
lie came here (o oppose its local and partial effect, yet indulges 
only in a general and India criminate opposition to it; and pro- 
fessing to come for the express purpose ef ditcnssiag this bill, he 
iatrodnces erery topic that has been decided during the long 
period of ^s absence ! . The house must therefore decide in what 
spirit, and for what real purpose he now appears. JVothiag 
that he has said cod be understood as tonching in any degree 
the question now before us. He may, indeed, be said to re- 
proach his Majesty's ministers, but ean with no propriety be 
said to >pe^ to the subject for which his constitaeutd directed 
hun to attend. ~ * - 

With respect to many objections urged in the course of tha 
debate, I must say, in gener^', that if gentlemen liad attended in 
tile proper «tage of the bill, tiiey wouM>haTe heard them an- 
.^wered. It is not that the objections are unanswerable, bat they 
have not heard the answers that have been given, by neglecdng 
to Atteod when it was their duty to be present; Upon the qnea- 
tioD of a great and unusual exertion, no doubt is made; aJI 
mgteti (hat it is indispensable. Noir, if this is to be made, (he 
next ioqniry is, in what matmer is it to be done ? From whence 
aris^ this secon^ry questionj whether it is to be done in the 
uwal mode of raising supplies, or byrtdsuig a considerable pro. 
portion of the sum requisite for the current serrlcea'within the 
year ? Upoa this latter question the right honourable gen- 
tlemiui is dubious ; his hononiable friend* thinks that a tun 
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tbonli be raised by a great exertion wUhin the year. -There 
U one objection to the present pUa not eaxy. to comprehend^ 
namely, that by ttui mode of exertion I only relieve the stocliS 
>o as to aScct a few pardcular frienda of mioislers ; for the old 
Stockholders, nbo bought in before the war, it is said, cannot 
be hurt, inumnch as they manifest an intention of retaining 
ihm capital and receive the same interest ; therefore no depi«- 
ciation of the fuodK can affect them. This, however, is a very 
fatUcions and defective view of the subject ; for prap^ty, the 
nature of which is transferable, must always depend on the va- 
lue of that transfer ? Is it nothing to prevent the depreciation 
fif 200,000,000/. in capital, or can that be said to affect only « 
few particQbtr friends of a minbter ? If fnrther loans sre to b* 
■ade for the pnhlic service, is it of no consequence whether the 
funds are «t 40 or 48 per cent i Does it make no diference 
whether mi»ey is borrowed for the public at 4, S, or 6 per cent > 
Has the price of slocks no effect on commerce and agriculture) 
if they fall below a certua point 1 Aceordiog to this plan, it 
il not property that is directly taxed, but expenditure is mads 
the criterion of income in its application. I admit that some 
inequalities, will be found ; but so tJiere must in every plan of 
r^ing a considerable sum within the year, and ibis only fonns 
an objection to the plan in case it can be shewn- that the same 
Sam can be raised by means less partial and irregular. There 
have been instances of large snms raised withiu the year, bat 
in no instance by means less liable to the objection of irn^- 
larity. 

On the wheloj the house wilt decide whether thc^ will, nader 
the present oircutnstances of the country, make a great and nn- 
Bsnal exertion to resist Uie enemy, or wb«ther, on the argumraite 
they have heard, they will suspend sJl defeniive precautions^ 
md leave thesountry open to the. ruinous projects of an insolent 
and overbearing .enemy. Notwithstanding the right honour^le 
gentleman has intimated his intention to persevere in Ms retire- 
ment, I leave this question to Ihe house, in full con'Sdencc that 
they will decide on this, and un every <nher occasion, in cueb a 
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way as most effbctualty to support tbe indepeDdeflc« and petrax. 
tient interest of the country. 

Hie HouK divided, uid the qaestion for the third readioj of thcbOlpnsed 
ia the affirmicire ; 



Apr'U^ 1798. 

R^vtUFTiDR Of rat LaHd-Tai^— The Houw hanng rtwlnd itielf InM 
■ cominitlea tt the whole Hnne, Hr. Hobirt in the chiirt 
, Mr. Pitt rote uid ipoke 10 lubttftoce u foUow* 1 

The subject which I am now aboat to submit to the commit- 
tee, has of late excited considerable attention, aitd giren rise to 
considerable inquiry. As the ultimate judgment which the cim- 
tnitteo will form upon it, must depend upon the con aider jtion of 
a great Tariety of details, it is not my Intention to call upon yon 
for any decision to-day. I trust, hnweTcr, that the principle 
upon which the measure is founded, only requires to be rery 
shortly stated, in order to engage your attention, and to recom- 
mend itself to your notice. That, in the present sitnation of the 
country, every measure which tends to inTigorate public credit, 
which will facilitate the means of supporting that struggle into 
which we were driven for oor necessary defence, and which has . 
been prolonged by the obstinate ambition of the enemy; that 
every measure which will furnish fresh reionrcea to animate the 
courage of the nation, and to enable na to maintain that character 
which Englbhmen have erer displayed, has a fair cWm to the 
favonr of the legislature, I am warranted to prononnce, from the 
experience of the present session, the unanimity you faa*e shewn 
upon former occasions, and ihc recent exertions you hare made 
for the public defence. 'When I recollect, then, the temper which 
parliament has uniformly manifested, I am sensible that it is 
needless tf say any thing in recommendation of the principle, pro. 
Tided the measure itself bo practicable. The leading object^f 
so 8 - 
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the plan which I shall hare the honour to propose, is to absprb 
a great quantity of stock, to transfer a considerable portion of 
the funiled security to laniled security, and, by the rcdemptioii of 
the present land tax, to pnrchase a quantity of stock, more Ihm 
eqnUalent to the amouat of the tax. That tax will be made applu 
cable ia the'same manner as at present, but the proportion of 
stock it will purchase will be one fifth larger, presentiog at ODce 
a considerable pecuniary gain to tke pnblic, and an adtantage 
to the indiridual by irhom t^e redemption shall be made. Tba 
thiet recommendation of the plan, however, is, that it will dimi- 
Rtsh the capital stock, and remove that which presses more ce. 
Terely upon as than any inconreniuice with which Dur sitnatioi 
is attended. It ts a trnth now unlrersally felt, a truth wkicK 
fbe edemy have acknowledge, and which faction itself will not 
venture to deny, that cren in this stage of the war, the state of 
ctcry part of our trade, onr industry, and revenue, is astonishing 
and proud for this country ; that onr general capital and wealth 
is greater than they were even at its commencement ; that onr 
commerce, so far from having experienced a dtfninulion as in other 
wars, bas greatly increased ; that our industry and mannfactnres, 
subject to those local fluctuations which are inseparable from a 
system so extended and diversified, hafc sensibly advanced; and 
that, on a general view, our situation exhibits every symptom 
of internal wealth, that we are richer, that we possess a greater 
eonimand of capital than this country ever enjoyed at any foi^mer 
period. It is singular too, that under thedepreriation which ths 
funds have experienced, the price of land bos maintained itself 
above the average of former wars, and equal to the price in times 
of peace ; very little indeed below the unexampled state pf a few 
years preceding the war. 

I am aware that no argument ia required to dcmonitrate the 
necessity of great exertion in the drcumsttmces in whidi w« 
are now placed. You have alrcAdy expressed yoii opinion of 
that necessity, and have shewn youT readiness to employ oar 
resources. All then that is wanting is judgment and discriinina> 
lion ia the mode of calling them into action. If there be aay 
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chance of dimiabftin^ the capital of the funded debt, which b . 
the only pressare by which oiir efforts are embarrassed, themea- 
s«re, by which it is to be effiected, is founded upon clear and 
snbstantial principles of policy. This U a principle upon wliich . 
the house has acted in the course of the present sessiou. Upon 
this principle yon felt the expediency of making an eitraorili- 
nary exertion to raise, within the year, a considerable part of the - 
supplies. It is a further satisfaction for as to know, thattheener-, 

■ gy of the measare has been fully proTCd ; that though difficult in 
detMl, thongh encountered by considerable opposition on its ap- 
pearance, and many obstacles in its' progress^ its adTanlages haTC 
been recogniiied by the country. Though neccsiary to qualify it 

^ymany modifications, which diminished the full effect it was in- 
tended to ha^e, yet the voluntary zeal of the country has borne 
testimony to the principle ; and (he contributians with which the 
patriotism of tndiriduals has come forward for Ihe public de. 
feacB, furnishes the best proof, that in this measure, the legislature 
was in unison with the sentunents of the people. From what I 
h«Te heard, the objection (o the measure of ipcreasing the assessed 
taxes has been, that it did not go far enough ; and commercial 
men have declared, that it did rtot embrace sufficiently that species 

of properly of which they are possessed. Whaterer may be the . 
decision of the house, as to the principle of the plan which I am 
lUroutto propose, I am sure that any measures which tend to give 
effect to the same object, which will combine an annual saviug 
with other collateral advantages, which, without imposing any 
new burdens upon the public, will be attended with considerable 
bene6t to the naiffin as well as individuals, cannot fail to be re- 
cetfed with the highestfarour by this house, and to secure thr 
approbation of the country. 

In stating the principle upon which the plan proceeds, I am 
aware that I have claimed a great deal of merit to the measure. 
In this, buweTer, 1 claim none frqm the proposal. The principle 
jtself possesses that recommendation which usually belongs to 
good principles, that it is so simpk that the adrantagea which; 
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are produced by its effects do not neeeuarlly sappoie » grot 
■li>Tcof merit in the proposer. 

Theemoantof tbe present land-tax is about 3,000,000f. Thii 
sum lias been annually granted by parliament for a century past, 
and has been leTied at the same-rate in different districts. The 
repartition which was originally made has continncd so long, and 
the sum of As. m the pound for so considerable a period has ne- 
ver been exceeded, that it will l>e readily acknowledged that 
this sum ought not to be diminisbed, at least till many other bar. 
dens which weigh more liea*i)y npon the public have been taken 
off. . Taking this state then as that upon which the present land, 
taz is raised, it is proposed, by changing the security of a part 
of the funded capital into landed security, to coVer the two miU 
lions of existing land-tax by two millions four hundred tbonswid 
of diyidends. By this measure it is crident that, upon the sup- 
position that the whale of the land. tax. were to bo redeemed, die 
pablic would gain 400,000/. The terms upon which the purchase 
is intended to be made, while they produce this IwneHt to the 
. public, will present that Bdrantage to the land owners, which 
will render if eligible for them to redeem, and tempt thein to giro 
full effect to the measure. Eighty millions would thus betake 
ont of the market, and the public credit^ reliered by so gjta,t a 
pressure, would be proportfonably strengthened. Having stated 
this brief outline, I shall advert to a few of the objections agaiust 
the measure, which have yet come to my knowledge. 

It is obvious that die first step necessarily involved in tha 
measure is to render the present land-tax perpetual, uotversally 
redecma^, and wbei;^ not redeemed, always subject to redemp- 
tion ^cording to certain r^ulations. There is one objection 
wbich at once suggests itself, and to. which, a 'very satisfactory 
atiswer occurs. I mean the objection that may be made oo con* 
stitutioqaJ grounds. It may be said that, to render a grant 
whiefcis now annual, perpetual, b to remove the constitutional 
checks of parliament over the public expense, and to render per> 
petual wh^t is now voted as an annual supply. I do not deny 
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that the adot)tlAn of the preaent measure would create some al. 
teration, bnt the objectioa upon the coiutitutioiial grannd il ver^ 
^sil]' remoreil. Nothing cao be more easy than to pface under 
l}ie annsal contronl of parliament funds that are at present-per- 
manent, cquiTalent to those wbich are taken awa; hj this mea* 
' sure. Certain branches of the consolidated fund ma; be made 
winaal) eten to a greats amount than tiro millions of land-tax.' 
7his would answer every purpose of constitational controul. 
Ministers wonid not then have it in their power to apply mdney 
without consent of parliament more than before. It is my intea^ 
lion, therefore, to more a particular resolution to ohriate this 
objection. Such funds as parliament .may judjge most expedient 
for the purpose of controul may be selected and cab mitted ta 
annual vote in the same manner as the laod.tax, and Instead of 
two milliona, the sum may be augmented to (he full amount of the 
dividends which will be taken out of the market. Parliament 
will thus b»e the annnal controul of 3,400,000/. By this meani 
it will so happen that the constitutional check of this house will 
for some years be more, and never will be less, than it was before. 
- Another objection urged by some is, that from the preseal re^ 
jtartition to perpetrate the existing land-tax would be to perpe- 
trate an inequality which is so great as to form no inconsiderabla 
abuse. They say, that if the tax were equalized, they would 
have no objectiQn to render it perpetual. Let ns consider this 
objection more closely and attentively. Since the revolution, 
especially during the latter part which has succeeded, it has ne- 
Ter been in contemplation to equalize the land.tax by n new re. 
partJIion according to the cealamoiint of property, and the ability 
of different districts. yVe know that in this house, though the 
vote for the land-tax had the undoubted right to adopt a new 
repartition, no such proposition was ever made. With the ex- 
perience of a century before us, then, if we have seen no such 
attempt ever made, is it more likely that it would be corrected, 
even were the vote to bo annual, than if the grant were'mada 
perpetual i 

I do not now argue whether it woul^ hare been right to devise 
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tte rapartitio* at present ett^tiihed. I aitt .rtadj to admit tlut 
I contider it to have Iieen an original defeet of the present plui of 
repartition, that no periodical rerbiim was fixed. ' I think that . 
k would hate been wise to have made anch a proTisioo, and that 
H would have been happ^ for ibe country liad it been done. Two 
Important guards would be neceasftj; to pretent the ineqnali^ 
from being too great, and at the same time not to discourage im* 
prQ*ement. That principle, howerer, not being at first recoft* 
nised, and property haring been tiace transferred without any at. 
t«at!on to it, would it now be wise, just, or popular, to make a 
new venation? I think not. If so many years experience haa 
■hewn that no inclination to establish a difiereqt repartitiitn pre* 
vmled, ought we to allow mncb wtnght to the objection, that tQ 
perpetuate the tax would be to perpetuate the ioeqaality, 

I have likewise heard, that it has been objected that this Teij< 
measure wanld tend to introduce au equal repartition, - It ought 
not to be expected that these opposite objections will come from 
the same quarter, and that a grievance will be felt both ways. It 
does happen, however, that the same mind embraces opposit« 
and bontradictory objections. Those who are determined to ob- 
ject to every thing, may continue to bring forward in a regulai 
opposition arguments against a measure which do not proceed. 
up»n the same principle. On the present occasion, however, I 
do not expect that this mode of attack will bo employed ; at leajt 
I do not anticipate such a mode of opposition from any of thosa 
I now see before me. The question, .then, it, does the present 
measure give a«y new facility for the introduction of a~ general 
land-tax ? If the measure did give any npw facility for employing 
the snbsfantial resources of the country, and deriving additional, 
means of strength without distressing the people, I should ba 
more disposed to claim it as a recommendation, than to consider 
it as a defect. In times like tbe present, whatever lupplies ns 
with the means of calling into action the real resources of the 
country, and giving new energy to the contest we maintiun, 
would deyrve the cordial support of every man who is a friend 
to thehappiniss and profperil^of tbecountry, andioaparticu- 
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larnaaiier of 'those who wouM.be the greatest anfieren, if Urn 
hostile duigiui of fhe eneny were to succeed. 

The measare to be prvposed to yon, however, pOGsetles no 
■Dch recommaidfttkni. It letJti the quettion of a mbre eqoal 
repartition of the land-tal precisely where it found it Forila- 
tne»t now has the undoubted right to ruse more than four sliiU 
lings in the pound onihe land ; and why) greater authority would 
it acquire were the present red«eined f If tlie whole were to b« 
ndeemed, for H woold be sanguine to suppose that the wbola 
wilt be redsBmed within a few years by theowttcrs, tbe only thing 
necessary to be prorided as expressly as any legistailiTe proTisioB 
can guard, is, that If ever a new )and-tas is imposed, it shall not 
be inposed upon- those who hare rad^emed in any different pro* 
portion from that OB those who have ^ot redeemed. It woutd' 
be neesssary to provide that the amonnt of Xf hat may have been 
redeemed shonld be deducted fr«in any new Impost. It appears 
tu mie that snch aprofistoir wonld secure tfaoee who shall talie tbo 
beaefit of redamption as much from any additional charge ia 
fatnre on that account, as those who ^lad not bought up their 
lan^tax at all. This, then, appears a snflident answer to Qx 
general objections which have been suggested against' the mea- 
snr^. As to the various details which it embraces, it would ba 
idle to enter into any minute discussion of them, till the com* 
mittee has ])ad fortiier time to take thom into mature con. ' 
eideration. 

There is one objection, Bowerer, which is partly connected 
with the detail of the measure, and partly applies as a general 
objection. This regards the option to be giyen in the second in- 
stance to become a purchaser of the tax, provided the owner 
himself shonld be unwilling or uftaMe to buy. Cases may occur 
in which thc' proprietor finds it inconvenient to maVe the ad. 
vances necessary for the redmnptioQ. Great pains, howererj 
haye been taken to lighten this inconvenience. Every Stlention 
has been paid to give the landholder all the advantages coso- 
ektent with tbo ultimate success of thc scheme. It is of InQaits 
impirrtaace to gai^ during the war every benefit which ti* 
measure is calculated to atford ; it'^is of ihe utmost iAipor. 
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twee to Kcare that anistance to credit, wMch will inpplf 
M with the iDBaRs of that resiitance which our iadependaice, onr 
praperl]', and our happiness caJTs npon «i to jnake. For tliis 
reason the landholder ought to hare no ualimited and ezelnsito 
priril^e in the porehue .of hii las, thongh. the tcrmt vUl b* 
nch as to resdor It htghlj' benc^ctol for him lo become the par- 
fTiawnr himedf. To enable him ta take the benefit held out lo 
Um, every facility will be girra him for raising money, and erea 
ahouU ke loie the first opportunity of parchi'.s^ the redemptioQ 
«f the tax will not be hopele&t. A period should be fixed at 
«Uch he shall hate the liberty to redeem, though on his refanl, 
» t|tird party in the first iostance has b«comc the pnrchaier. 

Such are the views upon which (he plan is foaoded. As to 
-Ae termt opoD which the parchasc is to be made, I sliaU eiplaia 
thtta very shortly. Pa'ymeiit of the redemption will not be de> 
■anded in mpocy, bat will be recoiled in transfer of stodi to 
the commissioners for liquidating the national d^t. "Has mods 
kas the advantage of aecommodating itself to the ftuctnatioa of 
■toeic, and each transaction liquidates itself. The presoit prica 
•f three per cents, being about &0, affords an interest to piir> 
chasers of six per cent. At this rate stock sdl* at from ]Sto 17 
jears' purchase, and the tax will be sold at 30 years' pnrchan. 
Svery pooad of annual tax, thra^fore, wilt be equal to 40L ca. 
ptal stock. Should stocks rise to 75 the purchase will be 90 
jean, and the-rate of purchaso- will thus vary one year with 
every variation of two and a half per'ccnt. in the price of slock. 
From this itatemeot of the comparalire purchase of the stock 
and tax, it i* evident that the public gains one-fifth of the pu^ 
dm&e by the transfer of stock. 

As far as the landholder is concerned, the question then is, 
whether 20 yean' purchase will present a sufficient inducement 
to redeem, and whether 20 years be a sufficient advantage for 
what be parts with at ] 7 years' purchase. This rests' wholly 
«poq the supposed difference between landed and funded seca. 
rity. Landed property in general throughout the kingdom aelb 
at from 28 to 30 years' purchase ; fijnded at present from IS to 
17. We arc giving landed security fur funded, and at the-rate of 
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90 years' purchase. At this rate the share of adTantage lath* 
public is smalt, to (he intliTiduHl it ia very considerable, if tb« 
adranta^ purchased ii considered of the sune description as 
landed property. I do not say, hovever, that it is exactly of 
the sane description as landed property ; Ihey are to be disti«- 
guiRhed by their resiiectiTe adranUges and disailTanlagEs. Tha 
beaefit to the purchaser by redemption is less Talnable tlian 
landed property in thb respect ; it is dry and unimprovable po8- 
sesdon. Land, however, it improvable, and it sells not onlj 
on its present value, but on the calculation of prugresslve im- 
provement and speculative advantage. Other temptations ta 
the purpbase of land are command, inflnence, amusement, pics, 
sure, occupation, according to the temper and disposition of the 
purchaser, [t a^pqot be said, however, that the purchase of 
this benefit is rendered more valuable by any of these advantages. 
It ^should be recollected at the same time, (hat the purchase of 
the tax, if not absolutely the acquisition of enjoyment — if not 
a freedom from vexation, is freedom from something which a 
man would wish to be without.- It has this advantage too, that 
if not susceptible of improvement, it b attended with no risk. 
The purchaser is exempted from the care of management and 
the trouble of collection, and taking all the advantages and disa 
advantages together, it may be considered as a purchase of a 
very desirable natnre. While the owner is thus inifuced to be^ 
come the purchaser, the public, as we have scct, derives a ver* 
considerable benefit from the transaction. 

The next part of the plan is to give a facility to the possessor 
of land also to I>ecome a purchaser. For this purpose it is in. 
tended to give the tenant for life or in ttil, the same power to 
r^se the money by burdening the property as proprietor in fee, 
provided, however, that the money so raised shall be stnctlj 
Bpptied to the ))urchase of the tax. It is even intended to allow 
them to give a rent charge upon the property to the amount, if 
' convenient, to increase the facility of the possessor becoming the 
purchaser. It is likewise proposed to give the proprietors of 
settled estates power to sell snch a portion of the estate as sh^l 
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(ffisU^ them to pay off tire parchaBeofthctaz, prdvidis^ diat the 
fnonej iFuilt be strict!}' applied for that purpose. 

trWing these Tacflitiu ta the possoior to become the por- 
ehaapr in the tirst instnce. It ippears neeesslry to fix a cerfola 
p^lod, after Which, if they decline, third parties may buy. To 
these tlietenns shalt be the same as to the owners. Landholden, 
howerer, are Id hare this Superior advantage, that fire yean 
sbaltlieattowcd for tNb payinfnt of the instalments. J^t the 
amt timb, however, if they shall aTaii themselves of (his liidaU 
gence, Ibey shall pay interest on the ihstalmGnts, in Order to 
Compensate to the public for the non-extinction at this period 
of the purchase. Purchasers, not owners, are to pay up their 
instalments' within one year. 

It is necessary, therelore, in order to call the means of re- 
source thoB fnmished into action, to take third parlies where the 
landlords decline. That the situation of such third parties may 
rot be too precarious, and (hat they may not be too easily direst, 
ed of the property they have acquired, some provisions must be 
adopted by which they may be secured, and at the same time the 
power of roleniptionprescrred to the original owner. It isdiiScult 
exactly to say what medium will balance the right to be given to 
these two parties, wHich will present to themonied men the temp, 
(ation to buy, and reserve tn the owner the power of redemption.' 
The monied man must be induced to purchase by the diSerencd 
which he supposes to cxiBt botwecn funded and landed property^ 
This ditferenceisgreateror less according as the times arc critical or 
tranqnil. Land does not vary iii time of war in the same pro. 
portion as funded property. Those who make a distinction in the 
Talbe of land, do It upon its being less liable to fiuctuation, and not 
upon any circumstance afTccting the permanent value of stDcki 
Ifthenathird person shall purchase, the owner shall not be »( 
liberty to redeem till a period arrives when the monied man shalt 
be willing to return his money into slock, and the landholder 
shall have the means of raising money for his redemption. ThiS 
period will be at the happy moment when, having 'surmounted 
the difficulties with whiph wc hare to struggle, and triumphed 
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in the contest iu wbich' we are engaged, (he consolidated funl 
shall hate attained its' maximuin, «nd l>eiDg no lon;;er allowed 
to accumulate at compooiid interest, the dividends sball be mode 
applicable by parliament. This will be when the conaolidated 
fund shall be ^1, 200 ,000/. Supposing then that by theesertio&a 
which we hare made, and conlisue to make, we should go 
through the dlRiculties we hare to eacounter, and pass with sue* 
cess through tiiia crisis of our fate,, when the public debt shall 
be met by the coiuolidafed fund there must be an ea^ of all 
doubt of public credif ; there must be an end of all question of 
national secnrjljes, of all distinction between landed apd funded 
property.— That moment, then, when least dbcouraging for th« 
monied man to revert to the funded security, shall be fixed for 
the owner to avail'himself of that redemption which circuma 
Ktaaccj had at first made impossible. If not redeemed within ft 
giten time, howeTer, it becomes material to render the property 
permanent with the purchaser; to "the exclusion of the owner. 
Three years, then, after the expiring of the ten years, at the 
close of' which the power of redemption is permitted to the owner^ 
seems to be a fair extension of the privilege. It would give to 
tfce owner aa opportunity to purchase, of which, frfim his dr. 
cumstanccs, he was unable to avail himself on the first olTar,— 
It will giie him time for preparation for domestic nrrangementSf 
and for raising the'nccessary funds. Thus .no party will bare 
reason ti> complain of his situation. Provisions are made to s«> 
cure to each the advantages which he will be most likely to 
prefer. 

In the transaction the situation of the moni^d man is precisely 
this. During a period of difBcully and danger, he has got a. 
landed security initead of Iha* of the funds. This case, hqweT^r, 
will require fwo regnlations ; first, that if any person, not the 
owner, has pnrdhased by the transferring of an annuity, h^ shall - 
bepaiilthesame quantity of stocl( upoa the re(lemption, whic^ 
he had transferred ivithout regard to the price of such stock. 
Thus, Bupposlug he had ^ADsferred to ihe public in payment 
■nWn stock was at 50, aoi ip the, inttfval it sftould rise to 76, 
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be will derive &1I die adrantage from tlifl rise, and may thai 
lealize fifty per ceDt. npon his capital. At the same time he is 
to have no risk in case of a deprpciation of the funds. Should 
fliey fall below 50, he is to be reimbursed (o the extent of the 
difference. The sitaation of the stockholder wbo becomes a pnr. 
chaser of the fas is precisely this, that be is speculating npon a 
rise without any hazard of loss from depreciation. 

I hare stated thebc points to shew the general tendency of the 
■eatnre. It will now be seen, that it is liable to no general ob- 
jections which do not admit of a remedy ; tliat the difficntties in 
the detail are not such u to impede iis progress ; that the ad. 
vantage to the public is considerable, and the betie&t accming to 
Ae individual such as will redder it«n object for him to purchase. 
White the monied man is induced to come forward to assist the 
Mate by purchasing the tax, a remedy is reserved to the owner, 
to enable him, at a fixed period, to repur the disappointment he 
Biay have sustained from his original inability. 

A variety of details must be involved in a measnre like the 
present, bnt there are none which appear to be atteaded with 
great difficulty. On the present plan of repartition, the amount 
of particular districts remains unaltered, though it may vary 
within the district, with the improvement or decline of the va- 
rions parts. In the metropolis and considerable towns this il 
particularly the case. In the parish of Mary-la-bonne theeiten- - 
^re improvement has rendered the repartition lighter, while in 
other districts it may become heavier from an opposite cause. 
Provision, therefore, mnst be made for the sitnation of anowner 
purchasing in the ditferent cases of increase or decline. 

The most advisable regulation certainly- wonid be, that of leav- 
ing it to the option of the owner, whether he will redeem it at 
tile present price that shall be offered to him, or take it accord- 
ing to any future assessment to which it may be subject; the 
augmentation on which, as itii intended to be proportioned totha 
present local inequalifits in the land.tax, will nearly produce the 
ume effect as if that impracticable plan of a general £qnalKtatJ<m 
was t9 be adopted. But in case of a third person purchanng a part 
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(tf this tax, he sbaU be entitled to receive an abatement propor* 
tioned to the fund which he msty give in exchange for th« tax. 
Therefore it will be cxtreioely matei'UI to conBlder who the pur. 
chasers are. to be; whether the laod-owocn, or other penoas 
not haTtng any property in the land ; to see what cif«uaMtance> , 
may belong to particular places, and whether there may .not be 
a great surcliarge in some parishes, and none in othws. But iti« 
not necessary for me now to enter into those minute drcnis- 
■tances, which may be bftler discussed when the businees shall 
come before the house for its consideration, and which will b« 
introduced by way of regulation into any bill that may be brought 
in^ if the house shall agree to the resolutions I mean to bring 
forward. It wodd also be desirable lo allow a person to pur. 
chase not only a ccrtun portion of the tax, but a given share of 
a district. 

These are the circumstances of the case which I have to \Kf 
before the house, and which I have conveyed in as short a state- 
snent as I was able. The abject is one which requires considera- 
tion. Itt the first opening of the matter I avoided going into any 
minute detail ; and although I feel it a matter of propriety in tba 
out line, and such as deserves at least a favourable hearing, yet 
I wish it to be examined carefully, weighed dbpassionatcly and 
deliberately) and that parliament may consider, whether it is not 
such a measure as they ought in their wisdom to adopt at this 
arduous moment. I shall follow the practice I hare observed in 
ether instances with respect to the form of proceeding ;' that of 
Epoving the firit resolution, and afterwards all the others in point 
of form, and then postpone the consideration' of the substance of 
the plan to another day. I should propose taking the opinion of 
the house upon than on Thursday ; and then that the whole sub- 
ject should go over until after the holidays, in order that gentle, 
ven may take them into the country, and bave an opportunity of 
sonversing with their constituents, and learning whether any lo- 
cal circa instance may, in any case, render alteration necessary. 
|,l|)*uli HOW, without any fartbsr trouble to the committee, 
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noTet1icltntt«so1ttt[(>n; butperhaps the cmnmittee would wish 
16 hear a statement of the heads of the resokitions. 

The first resolution declares that the land-tas should be rai> 
(lered perpetual, subject to certain modes 'of restilction, rc^iila. 
fion, and redetnption. 

The feqotid prOTides for the appointment of commisHonen to 
■ell the land-^tax upon the terms and at the rate I hare already 
ttated. 

The third gives power and preference to the onners of laud 
to purchase the land-tax according to the natnre of (he interest 
ttey have in the estate, whether a fee or otherwise, and that in 
the event of the person in possession declining to purchase, the 
next in succession, or the person in remainder, may do so. And 
Aat any third person may make such a purchase for tho 
owner, &c, 

The foarth gives power to owners to seU part of thnr estaler, 
or rabe money by way of rent-charge to enable them to purchase 
the tax. - - 

The fifth gives power to third persons, the owner of ^e land 
IkiTing declined it for a given period, to purchase the tax. 

The sixth describes the mode in which the payment shall be 

'The seventh regulates the power of the collectors in receiving 
the money. ■ i . 

The eighth limits the time daring which ttie power of redemp- 
tion shall continue. 

. The ninth imposes a penalty on those who purchase and do 
not make good the payment of (heir instalments. 
- . The tenth provides that if any assessnteut which s&all con- 
tinue to be charged shall be found to exceed 4«. in the pound on 
the annual value of Ibe messuages, &c. an abatement shall be 
made. * 

The eleventh prescribes in what manner it register sHali be Icept 
fbr entering proceedings under this plan. 

The twelfth provides that when the whold' land-tax shall br 
brought up, the asicssulent shall cease. 
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The thirteenth tranaren the business of the commissioner*^ 
, appointed to carry into effect the plan f«r the rcdncQon of the 
national de}it. 

The fourteenth proTidea, that in Cfse any additionalUnd-tai 
■hodlidbainiBosed, it shall net operate heavier on those who 
.hate purchased the former tax than on othen. 

The fifteenth contains an account of the sura of 1,400,000?. 
which it is intended to produce annually. 

This is the proper statement of the heads of the resolutions 
which T propose to lie dbcussed hereafter ; but if any gentleman - 
iaa any thing to offer nov, I should be glad to hear him- 

After tnae diKUBta of the ivuaK, *e chunau r^prtcd proffeti, wd 
Jibe ixitnn;kteemwiBreita^ti^'i'>'iVrediiaitj- 



JprilSO, 1798; 

A Biuiage frMO hli Majeity WW brought down by Mr. Semtirj Soadm, 
iwd read from jbc chair at feUowit 

" GEORGE a. 

" Hi? Mijestjr thinks il fnftt t^ Bcqonnt die Hoase of Cwntoooi, due 
from TarioHS adiices receiTed by hii M»j(«r, it appean that the preparaliooi 
for the embartation ol troojis snd warlike stores, are .now carried on with 
cooaiderable and iocreaung actiTlty in Ac port? of Fiance. Flanders, and 
KaUtai, with At xnmtd dcNgn of ataemptiiig ilic inT«sii)D rf Wa Majeity'f 
donuBioDi, and chat in thk desigi the eoeiny ■■ encouiaged by the corretr 
pondence and tammunication of (raitwoDi and ditafl&cted pers^on* and »dclie* 
of these kingdonii. His Majoty placet the finneit reliance, under Divine 
ProvidcDCe, on the bravery of his fleeti and armies, and on the zeal, public 
apirit, and undiaken coinage, of his Faithbl people, already manifnted in-lbe 
Yblotitaiy exertions of all ranks of hia Majesty'l suhjecta hir the general 
deCkict, and jnaie ihia ever Beeessary at a utoment when th.ef are called 
jUpou to coalcod for the frceemtion of alt that is dear to chem. 

" His Majesty, ic pursaaQce of the act paased io tiie lau scuioD %f parlia; 

meat, for railing a proviiional force of cavalry, has thought it right to give 

directions, that the said cavalry should be drawo out and embedied ; and Jt 

f 3 aiso his Majeity'a iuenti^ni to order the part not yd eml>odied of the au|^ 

VOL. ll. BE 
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Btmttitim Qudc to Ott tniliiit, nnder the acts of lut ksiIod, to be fintliwitb 
drawn oat and embodied, in punuance of his Mijeitj't commankuiolis «!• 
readf mule to the HauK of Commoni on this subject. 

<■ Hit MajeilT feels it iocnmbeDt oo hini to make [he futleat uae of the e^ 
laMiTc means already jirorided bf the wisdom of parliament for the national, 
defeoce, ' Bnt he feels it at che Eaine time, under circmnftancci vkicb he iuu 
Kated, indlipennblj nccatarr to ieci>romeiKl i[ to the Hossc of Comman::, to 
' consider wiihont delay of tnch farther meisDrca u maj en^iblc hi* lA»}atj to 
defeat the wicked machinations of disaffected periotis within tbeaC realms, an^ 
to [uird against the designs of the enem)-, cither abroad or at home. 

" C. R.". 

Mr. Z>uiidu then tnored an addrets iif iliiiitiln hiiTlTijinlj hillii laiigiimi 
•f the meoage, irhtcb wu seconded by 2^. Pitt. 

AAer Mr. Sberidan had spoken in warm approbatioD of the addraa, aodia 
• tone and laD|;nage calculatedto aninuuc tbe rarrtioiw of the coBDirjr, at dui 
importvit ciisiii 

Mr. Pi TT roK to reply i 

Being so well satisfied with certain parts of tbe speech of tiw 
honourable gentlemao wlio hu just spoken; admiriog, as I do^ 
in common with tin rest of the bouse, the energy, the vigovr, 
the manliness and eloquence, which were ^splayed in tkt^ 
speech, I should be extremely unwilling to take notice of other 
parts of it in which we ()if&r ; but I beg to be nnderstood, it 
is because I do think unanimity valiia.ble upon the present occa. 
■ion,, and at this moment, in this house, that I stall abstain 
from comments upon parts- of that speech, to which I cannot 
assent. I had much rather express satisfaction at the present 
opinion of the honourable gentleman, from' whatever gronnd it 
has arisen, that his opinion has been chaneed with respect to 
theconduct, which this country ought to observe with rqgaid fo 
France ; I am glad that he now at least agrees with ns in thene. 
Gcssity of resistiog (he arms of France, and in calling on every 
man to join in that resistance. — I say, I had rather 'do sathan 
enter into the discussion of other points in which 1 differ from 
that honourable gentleman. I will not stifler myself to follow 
)iim over many of the various topics which he has introduced to 
Kight. Thcmerifof hJadisiaterestedness I do not mean to Ae^ 
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tract from, faecanse he has eaBdidly stated, that while he fpra 
his assistance to as in the present crisis, he^does not approve of 
any part of our conduct which he has fomrrlj' censured. I, 
flicrefore, rocciTe his aid now, as I am conQdcnt he intended it 
io be received, as a testimony of his pablic spirit. I am more 
CDHTinced now than ever that that which now animates the zeal, 
calls forth tiie ardour, and occasions the display of the do- 
qseace of (hat bonoarable gentleman, is owing (o the conduct 
«f France; that which now produces unanimity in this house 
uid in Ms country is nothing more than a display of those prin. 
^plot, a devdapeiBent of that character, which belonged ori> 
ginally to the French revolution — an event which, for a while, 
onfortunately had the countenance of that honourable gentle, 
man, but which was then resisted by the nation at large ; a re- 
sistance which, if aot made earlier than the period of the ha> 
uooraUle geatlemas's conviction «f its propriety, would have 
been too late ; even unanimity itself would then have been use-. 
-less, and the boB^urable gentleman vould have been left wtth- 
,Aut a place for the display of his abilities in thb faoase. I must 
slso say, (hat allhough I da not wish (o detract from his talents ; 
although { admire his eloquence, and revere the wisdom of 
Sdrne part of his j:ond)ict this night; although I'rejoicein the 
unanimity which we are likely to have upon this occasion, yet it 
is not to the wisdom, or to the splendid display of talents, or to, 
the aniujated leal of an iudiridual, that we are to look for 
safety ; it can oiily l>e considered as giving aid to the efforts of 
wijlioas acting nnder the cltarest necessity, 'That honourable 
gentleman, therefore, will not think I should depreciate himy . 
dr any other individual, if I s^d it was adding but little 
to the efforts of a nation nearly mianimons before ; a nation 
vrhich did not want that honourable gentleman to tell them, 
they are contending for liberty, for order, for property, for ho- 
■aur, for law, for religion, and even for existence. They would 
have beeii happy to have had him contending with them from 
the commeiicoraent of this contest ; they would, however, have 
been able to have gone on without him, ^^hile I say this, let 
ie2 
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me give thai gmtleman the praise and thanlt« that are due tq 
hixa for teltiDg the example be Las done ; for, be it recollected, 
he has set an example of unanimity ii^ this honse for opposing 
the commoQ enemy ; let us allow the credit that is due to him ; 
bat let <■■ not da such injitsfice to the zeal and the energy of ihq 
country ^ to doubl, that England was as secure before this una* 
rmtf u it if now, and s^ I trust it Hitt be after it. 

On thesnbject of Irelani^, the honourable gentlenan says h« 
iri)I make « motion on some future d^y. I yfiil Tenture to say, 
that whm th^t subject comes to be discussed, if Ireland fonnf 
now part of the weakness, instead of the strength, of the Britislt 
empire, it is because thgnTery French principles, the fata) in. 
fiuence of which that honourable gentleman has stated to-night, 
in a str^ uf energy and captivating eloquence which I will not 
weaken by attempting to repeat hia words — it is owing, I say, 
to these French piincipl^, ifhich found their ^ay into that 
Icingdom, where the arts of deceplion, from varions causes, sre 
inore'easily practised, and are metre successful than in (his. I 
Mill therefore sayj tliat with eTcry desire, with cTcry wish, to 
see adopted a system of conciliation with Ireland, when that 
nay be practicable, I must (ell him, that if he m^ns by a pcacQ 
with Ireland, peace with (hose who are deroted to the French, 
I think (hat would be as pican a capitulation, as that whidt 
be described with fcspect to our submitting to a foreign yoke; 
I say, you may ^3 well expect peace with a French army at th« 
^ates of London, as peace with the jacobins in Ireland. 

If I doDbted any thing on tie subject of French amUtioif, 
which was introduced by that honourable gentleman, it was 
upon (he reserve which be made for treating with the French 
after an inrasion. I kn')w no situation which can justify a na> 
(ion of freemen under any circumstances, in making a treaty of 
fipitu'tion, or smrondi-r of liberty and independance to tb^ 
mercy of tl « enemy ; and it is a sentiment in the heart of eieiy 
Englishman, a law be/und vnystft'ule, that it would behig)) 
treason for this conn try to treat ^tith France, whili a singly 
regiment of French forces reisiuned in England. I must apply 
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tlie Mine Teelingi and tfie ixme natiiaeats with rt^td to 
-Irelantii 

And now, u to Oiti otiier ohlj point which I intend to notice 
tn the speech of the hsnonreble geatleman, I mean the state of 
• conspiracy in thti country ; he lias said, that much might be 
kaoitn to gOTernmebt which is not knowd to him. I know tliat - 
much is known fogOTernment which cannot be known to him 
upon (hat snbject, I know thai the coaotrf at large is lensiblt^ 
that there is a bodj of meit, too considerable in nnmher and ac >. 
tiiity for government to pass by them unnoticed; men who ara 
going on with the daring purpose of corresponding with the 
French, for estttblishdiga spirit of Tepoblicaiiism in this con&try, 
under the auspices of a foreign force. This is supported by the 
condact of our euemics j we can see nothing of the proceeding*- 
bf our enemies ; we can see ndne of the speeches of their leaders^ 
in which if is not attempted (o Animate the French people to inrad* 
this country ; no temptation to in^e tlieir armiei^embark ; no 
endearoor to prerail upon their scanty marine to try their feeble 
hfforls, that is hot followed up with the hope of success, by 
the co-operation of traitors in this country. I think, therefore, 
I may venture to say, that when fbe crown does state by a mes- 
sage, that the informafioa is received of the existence of snch a 
design, we ought to be prepared in the best manner possible. 

When we kdow that the enemy are forming a plan to invade 
{this country; when we know that in former times, on such 
commnnicatiops from the throne, our ancestors, without Ipves. 
ligation, had recourse to the measure of eoabling hJs Majesty to 
secure and detain those who are suspected of conspiring against 
liis govermeot, I say, we should be wanting to ourselves, if we 
hesitated in adapting the measure (o which the honourable gentle- 
man alluded, seemingly with a dislike, in one part of his speech,, 
but which I hope this house will give effect to before we separate 
this night. It was my intehtitAi to have moved for that law 
immediately after disposing of the address; but that having 
SQggented itself dsewhere-, we may be enabled to give it the' 
^orce of law more speedily. I hope the ioterral will hot be a 
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great many minutes before we see that nitasora has reerived the 
MQction of another bouae of Iegisla(ur«. It is a mcasiirc that 
becomefl necessarj on gronnds intimately eonDCCted with the 
subject now before ns. "I am rery glad there is now nodifference 
of opinion opon the main ^estion; the nrnun of this honse it 
Ttry desirable upon this point ; and, tbcr^ore, althongh I may 
protest against some of the doctrines of ibe honourable gatlo- 
man who spoke last, I am unwilling to dwell upon (he pointe on 
which we differ, because 1 am unwilliog to- disturb their una- 
. unity. 

The qncstioii upon tbc >ddicn wa* immediiulx pM *ni agrttd w.iiniuK 
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Ma. Pitt, confbnnabiy to the nodce he h«d pteiionsly ^tcd, and »fttf 
staCiiiK lh»t dw object of hi» motion wa« precuely the uoic with that. Tor 
«4iich > umilar bill had been brought in in the year 1779, namely, to smpoTd ' 
for a Emited time the prolectisns which Tarioni desirtiptions oFperaotia enjoy, 
to (imcnt them from being iinpresKd into the service af the naty, moTcd fir 
Iravc to bdng ■ \nii for the more effectuU manuing ot his Majesty's na*y ; 
at the aame time iniimating, that, at tbc present alarmiog situation of the 
country made it necessary that this mFiiure shouM be passed without any de^ 
lay, be ^ould wish that the biU might this day proceed ihrongh its diflerent 
itagea; with a tuilibte pause at each, if required, and that it shoald be unt 
to the Lord* for their concurrence. 

Mi. Tioncy complained of the very eitnordinary and.precipitate mHiaer i* 
which the right honourabte gentlemao had caUol upon ^e house Co adc^ the 
tncanire pmpoied. He had heard no argumcnti, be said, that proved its pro- 
priety ; he knew of no tudden emergency that urged' it; neccidty ; even if he 
had, some time ought to have been allowed him to weigh the force of such ar- 
gument), and examine the nature of sui^b ao emergeiicy, before he proceeded 
to give three or four votea on a measure of which no notice ot . anj . lOTt had 
hem ^yen;, and of whichno idea bad e*er antered his mtnd. If d)c rig^ 
boipimUe gentlemao persisted in hurrying tha biU through the bouse in the 
muuKt proposed, he must give it his decided negative, however rehictaotlf 
he oppMod any measur^ that wai tuA to be neceuaty to ih« safety of the 
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«WKrj, For, lima nlut he kad huelj seen, tic mast view itl the meimrM 
of muuitcn ■■ hoUile to the Ghetxj of ttie nibjcct ; and the freseot ineiniK 
%e regarded nith penliv jealousy, u ic wenl diceclly to rob them of the few 
^rauAuitfl^ priTilc^ci tbcf worenill pecmiuedto eojof. 

Mb. Pitt replied, that if every measure adopted against the 
'datif^s of France,- wu to be conBidered as hostile to the Iibert7 
«f this ctniatrj, then, indeed, his idea of liberty dilTered rery 
widelj from that which seemed to be eatertuaed by the hoDour- 
able gentlemaa. The house woaid recollect, however that ho. 
noarable gentleman might sHy to the contrary, that he had given' 
- Botice of the present motion, though he had oot judged if pru. 
"Aent tbea to esplain the mode in which it was to be put into ex- 
ecutian. Neither could it be fairly en pposed, that the present 
measure was to be brought forward as the usual one for aug- 
menting the nary. A bill of the hatnre of (he latter was inlro- 
{daced about fen days ago ; and at that time he stated to the 
%ouBe, that, if they acceded to the proposed augmentation of th« 
nary, the; nusfxdopt some vigorons measure to make thataug- 
inentation e^ctual, as nothing but a law of a vigorous nature 
could succeed in malLiDg fhe intended number of seamen com- 
plete. When the honourable gentleman complained of the man- 
ner in which fhe bill wasto be hurried through the house, and 
liinted thaif it was too frequently resorted to, he saw the suspen. 
sion uf the kabeat corpus act was luricing in hU mind. The ho- 
nourable gentleman would have a long notice given of the pre- 
sent motion, and wquld retard its progress through, the house. 
fl« acknowledges that, were it not passed ia a. day, those whom 
it might eono6rn, m^ht 'eliide its effect, thus assigning himself 
the reason for its immediate adoption. But if the measure be 
necessary, and that a notice of it would enable its effect to bs 
eluded, how ran the honourable gentleman's opposition to it b? : 
accounted for, bnTlTrom a desire to obstruct the defence of tlia 
<«untry ? 

Mr.TIerney called the right honounlile gcutletnan la order. This langiug* . 
Sir, said he, >i surely not parUuoeotuj, and iip«n you only can I nil ht 
pmcoion. 
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' Tti« Speaker obierred, that ntuterer hud ■ teBSeaay to tKfoiV B(Upi<:%n off 
t1)e Mnciinenu oT m' member, if cmiTeyeil in lang^nsfc that cIcbtIj tnArfced OM 
Intention, each Ianguag;e wai, wit&out doabt, trre^utn' nid unpirUunentarf f 
but if it irgned no inch intenrion, there w«9 no i^tn for cenraring it as tli j-= 
orderly : if, therefore, it was the opinion of the Hoase, that >ufh was the fair 
Import of the language used by the right honourable pi\tlem)in, thej wooM 
indgeofilMcerdinglr 1 but thej would first wait t» hear the cighl howBi'* 
able gentleman'* expluatioa. 

. Ms. FiTT said, that tie fearvd the limse must vnit a long; 
time, if they wiutcd for his expUnation on the present subject. 
Xbescqse of wfaftt headTUiced was, that there was do distioclion 
betwecq, the two casei in questioa. That if iKitice Was to bt. 
gWeti of the measure uoder consideration, that notice would oul]f 
serve to elude its eseculioa, and therefore no- man could he jas. 
tified in opposing the neccssarj expedition that made the mea- 
sure iacffectuaL; oi, if he did, he must surely appeac to- ob-' 
struct the measuies enplojed for the defence af tha aountrjv 
He knew very well thu it wD'nnpailiameatary to slate the ma- 
tiTes that actuated, the opinions of gentlemen, btit it was impos-w 
^ble to go into Arguments in faiour of a question, without same- 
times hintiog at the-raotiTes that induced an opposition, to it. 
He submitted to the jadgmeiU ef the house the ppopriety. and 
necessity of tbc arguments he had urged, aad he would uot depart 
from any thing he had there ulTaaccil} by either r£tracUng or 
explaining them.' 



I * Incmtequcace of whatpaued bciwien Mv. Pittand Mi-i'neniejon tEik 
(Kcasion, a meeting took place on the ft7th,.«i three o^oct in the afnniBoni 
on FuWey Heath. Mr. Pitt was actcunpankd hj Mr. Rider, anti-Mr. 
Tieniey by Sir George Walpoje. 

After >ome ineffectual attenipu, on t&e pact of the sccondi, to preTcnt fur- 
* ther proceedings, the parties took their grounif at the distance of twelie paixs. 
A caK of pirtob wai fired at the same lAoinnit witboM effm ; asecondcasc 
wai aLo Grcd in the lanie way, Mr. Pitt firing hU pistol in the air : ibe ■»■ 
fon& then jointly interfered, and ^listed that the matter should go no farther, 
it being their decided opinion that sufficient tati:>factIon had been given, and 
tbat the bunncK was ended with perfect honour t« both pwtki. 
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The bill afurmtda weat throogli all iu itfgo, and naa orikred to be car- 
ried 10 ihe Lords ; rrom nhom a itiCHagc was mumed in a int mimilet, ih^ 
tiieirLordihipi lad agreed to die bill. 



December '3, 1793. 

Mr. Pitt moved tbe order of the Ja/ for the HoqM to resolve itself into j 
Commitcee oF Waj] and Meant, to tomider ot a •dpplf 1° be panted td his 

Majertj. 

The Hoas«.haTing reiolved it>etf bta the taid comniiltee, Mr. t>itt funber , 
tnoved, that the act of the jSth of hit preaent Majeity, chap. i6, for grancing 
an aid or contribulion to hit Majeity, might be i^ad, and chat il mvight he an 
instnlttioD to the comirlittee to consider of tbe ^d act ; which being agreed 
t«, he Chen addroted the comisictee at ftdiowa : 



Befoxe I proceed to snbmit to Ihe cominUtee Out iery im^ 
portant maltere which fono tlye subject of thU day's ^onsidera.' 
tioB, I coneeiTf it neccsMry to take a diljgent rerien^ of the gCr 
neiai amaunt of the total ser?ices of the present year, and of the 
imys and means applicable (o those servicn. Wilhoiit adopting 
.till; method, I do not think it would be possible to infuTin jouc 
judgment with any degree of accuracy, respecting the propriety 
of the meajnre I tuie to propose, for raising a considerably 
part of the supplies within (ho year, or be able to eafoj/ce those 
' argamentB I shall adduce ia support of that measure. , It is » 
■oatteT of eitrcme satisfaction to me, that it will appear to the 
CMUBittee fromjhe estimate I shall now produce, compared 
with foriBcr eatimates, that although oar expenaes are Itcyond 
what tbey e*er were, yet that oar meaos of supplying them ara 
to ample -and eKteosive, that the country is placed in a prou4. 
and eniBeot (itnation, beyond what it has enjoye^ at any former 

I shall b^io by stating what has been Toted as (he amount of 
Um supply under the head of the services for the nary, with tho 
cxceptioa of irbat b BeceH:try for transport serrices. All these 
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tUKoitnts faave this day been laid before' ns ; And- it apt>ear9 th&t 
the total sum for the f rdiitariea and extrd6rdlnaries of the ttaiy 
and trannport servtces amonots to l3,6l2,O0O(. being the same 
fnirif wkbiD a tetj email anount, as was granted in the course 
of last seiBion, and which I have the satisfaction of assnriog the 
committee is likely to prore sufficient for the whole eXpeioea of 
the Bavy, wilhoat leaving atiy necessity for augmentation. The 

' next head of expense is the army, in which the estimates amount 
lo 8,840,000/. Gentlemen will recollect the exCraordinaries in 
the conrse of last session, to be incurred ~in 17.98, 'were stated 
at 3^300,000/. There was ali!o voted a sum of 1,000,000/. as s 
vote of credit, applicable as extraordinarics to unforeseen es-^ 
pcnses. This vote of credit will coyer all the extraordinary ei> 
pentei to the end of (he year, so that,* as in th0 article of the 
nary, there will be no past arream to be discharged. But witi> 
respect to the Tole of credit for this year, one million will be 
wanted to discharge that amount isSBcd in ex^eqiter.bills. 
Under the article, then, of army expenditure, there remaiii the 
extraordinary scrvTcefl of the year 17B9, which I may put at 
two millions. Thus the total amount, under the head of army, 
will be 8,S4O,00O/. indnding the one million for the dischwge 
of exchequer-bills issued, and two millions for the- extraordinary 
ferricps of 1799. Under .the head of ordnance services,' inclod. 
{ng the expenses which hare not been ftrovlded for, there has 
been Toted the sum of l,Si7o,'QOOIf. The next arUde is that of 
the miscellaneous services. The pfofttatton estimates have al- 
ready been voted, but there are otiiet- minuter parts of those 
services wluch have not yet undergoite a discussion in this hoaic. 
The amount will be rather less than It was last session. I stale 
it 600,000/. To this is' to he added Uie usual sum .voted to- 

, wards the r^emption of the national debt, &boT« the annual 
milKon, which ii 200,000/. There are other sums, which we 
generally voted under the head of deficiency of grants. Amoitg 
these is a sum due for interest on treasnrj and exchequer bills 
paid off, amounting to 565,000/.; the discount on prompt~pay> 
men ts upon the loan, amounting to 310,000/.; the interest oB 
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CTcheqner bills rirculated within tlje ynr, tnd charged apon tW 
lucceediflg year, 300,000/. ; in additioti to this, there is the 
defictency of the land and mak in the act passed tiro years o^ 
smbunting to 300,000^ These sums swell the total of the sup- 
ply to 39,273,000/. This total, Sir, does not difTcr in any 
material decree from the amount of the supply of last session. 

Towards raising this supply, it will naturally occur to the 
mind of erery gentleman in the committee, that the same re- 
lources wil1.be applicable as are alwavs applicable at all periods, 
whether of peace or .of war. The land and malt hare always 
been taken at 2,750,000/. : ihere remains (he lottery, which wlH 
not produce less than 200,000/. and the growing produce of tbo 
Tonsalidated fnnd. I hare stated these articles ftfsf, for reasons 
which will be obTioua to the committee. These are the ordi. 
Bary resources; The growing produce of the consolidated fund 
would amount for one year to 2, 1QO,000/. but in the course of 
&& present year that produce will be affected by some hesfy 
burdens ; — by the remains of cliarges tn arrears ; by the iatvest 
if it is still to remain a burden upon us, on thg imperial loan 
and by the growing interest on snch parts of loans raised on the 
credit of levying nay tax, for which no interest has been pro- 
'rided. On the other hand, the growing produce will be swelled 
by the advances to the plxntera of Grenada, amounting to 
800,000/. I take, therrfore, the probable growing prodace of 
the consolidated fund at 1,500,000/. In addition to this, and 
independently of the voluntary contribations, a tax Was laid iq 
the last session of parliament 'upon the exports and Imports 
founded opon the peculiar situation of onr trade, as it then 
stood. That tax, Sir, has not only, yielded to the full amo ant 
of what I estimated it at, but has even exceeded It ; and 1 have 
(he satisfaction of finding, that now, when that trade is brought 
to the test of a dnty npon the 'declarations of the parties them- 
selves, allowing Ihem indulgeacles, and granting ihem a deduc- 
tion of ten per cent. — J hare, I repeat, Sir, the salisraction of 
Stating, that the total amount of our ei ports and imports ex* 
<^ds, in a large degree, the largest sum that any man ever yet ' 
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venlured to »hite upon the BtobjecL That duty X estimated tit 
produce the sum of 1,SOO,000/. I'hare the best reason for br^ 
liefiog that the actual produce of it will Ik much beyond tliat 
BUD). In addition td this duty upon exports «id imports, and 
which, as far da can be done withont dimiirishing our resenrcta, 
which mnst'be contemplated with the greatest exultation, bei 
^le they proVe the extent of ovr coinmerce^ in addition to that 
doty, now that tbe whole trade of the West ladies u centered in 
tills country, sredaclion may be made with adtaotage to the na- 
tion in the large sani» pud upon drawbacks, and bounties of 
Exports, Into this subject, howerer, it is not mj ilitention to 
«nter at tbe present moment. I mention it, because it will 
makeag bcrcaseto the tax upon exports and imports, which f 
hare erery reason to believe will amount, with -that increase, to 
1,700,000/. Iharc tUus enumerated tbe princip^ articles; 

The land aJid milt :,;.'... /.a,?50;00* 

Lottery -..7. .-..--. .-..-.- 2CO,000 

ThegTowipg produce of the consolidated fund l,5O0,0<X) 

^he tax npon imports and ci;por(s .,,..■ 1,700,000 

Total h 6,150,000' 

The rnmainder of the sum is Ihat which mast be raised either 
by a tax within the year, in the same manner as the assessed 
tax bill of last year, or by a louH. it will be to be consiifered, 
how the committee will divide that rcmalnii^ su^n between them. 
The BDm to be provided for is upwards of twenty-three milliou^. 
Geiftlcmen will recollect, that, in the debates upon the subject 
of the4stesae<l taxes las^ Session, .two fundament^ principles 
were established as the rifle by which we should be guided ill 
proriding for the supplies for the serf ice of tbe year. Thtte 
. were, first, to reduce the total amount to bs at present raised 
- by a loan ; and n^t, «s far as it was not reducible, to reduce it 
lo svch a limitj that no more loan should be raised than a tem- 
porary tax should defray within a limited time. In the first 
'.place, the tax acceded to by the house last session was for the 
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purpose or proTiding for the supplies of tlioj-earj and in (ba. 
Next place, for tbe purpose of extinguisliiDg the loan raised in 
Ihat year. From the modifications, hi»wc*er, which (W meji-' 
(orc nnderwent after its being first proposed, the produce of i* 
yraa diminished to a considerable extent. Other means indee4 
were adopted to remedy the deficiency which was thus occasion- 
ed.— The volnntary and cheerful efforts which, so honourably tt^^ 
iodifiduals, snd to the conntry, came in iiid of the deficit of the 
Assessed taxes, and the superior produce of the exports and im. ~ 
porU beyond the estimate, brought the amount of the tunji 
raised to tbat at which theyfaad been calculated. The difierent ar- 
ticles were estimated at seven inillions and a half, and this sums 
' is fully covered by the actual receipt under the different heads. 
|t gires me, indeed, the most heartfelt satisfaction to state, that 
notwithstanding the difficulties which the measure encountered 
from the shameful erasion, or rather the scandalous frauds by 
jichich its ejects were counteracted, tht; total a^mount which was 
^pected has yet been realized. The meanness which shrunk 
from fair and equal contribution has been compensated to tho 
pnblie by the Toluntary exertions of patriotism. Theproduceof 
the assessed taxn, under all the modifications, and all the eia. 
yions, is four millionB. I bad taken it at four and a Jiatf after 
lAc modifications were adopted. This deficiency is supplied by 
the excess on the head of voluntary contributions. In propor- 
tion a| the onehadfallenshortof the estimate, the other has gone 
beyond it in fatonr of fte country. If I did not calculate tha 
CTOSioo, the fraud,' and the meanness which have struggled to de. 
feat the operation of the assessed taxes, and 1 mention it with 
' shame that in a moment lilce the present^ in a contest so awfully 
Interesting to eyery individual and to the uatlonj there ha^e been 
men base enough to avafl themselves of the general modifica- 
tions which were intended to rdieve those who might hare been 
called upon to contribute beyond their mcaijs, to avoid that fair 
assessment which corresponded with their circumstances, 1 am 
' happy to find that the honour of the nation has been vtudica(c4 
byttie noble and geijerous aid of ' »olunlary coutribufion, and 
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that the sum vIiicK I had stated is greailj exceeiled. Kot 0BI7 
ia this country but in erery part of the British iepea^eadet H19 
patriotic spirit haa displayed iJprif, and whewTer th^ wpn 
placed, the subjects of England have shewo AenBelTes worthy 
of the relations by which they are connected with tlieir coaatry« 
Instead of 1,600,000;. the voluntary ciintributions already ei. 
ceed two mlHions ; »)d the snm of seven millions and a half, 
for which credit was taken, has been e&ctive to the psblic 

Satisfactory as lf-.muBt be to review the eircnmstaacet to wbicb 
we owe 'these advantages, and the benefite whiqh the {node of 
raising the supplies to a coosiderahlc extent adoptedJast seuiom 
has produced, it b unnecessary for me to state, that, howerer 
the principle may deserve our approbatioo, it ii still much to bs 
desired that its effects should be more extensive, aiid its appltca^ 
tion more' efficieat. It is in vain to dtsgmso tiiait, by the caoM* 
to which I have alluded, the fnll advantage of the-principle hw 
not been obtained. The wishes and the interest of indiTidiufls, I 
am sure, must unite in demanding a more comprebcBuve, a mote 
equal, and a more vigorous application of a principle, the rare 
advantages of which we have been able to ascertain, if we haffl 
not yet been so fortunate as to enjoy. I.ast session those who 
acknowledged the importance of the principle of raising a co^ 
eiderablcpartof the supplies within the year^ confined thdr ob- 
jections to the proportion flsed upon the scale of the assessed 
taxes, [as unequal in its application, and liable to great evadon 
in practice. Though not insensible of the weight of the objectios, 
I then felt it my duty, convinced as I was of the immense adran- 
toKes of the system, to adqpt some visible criterion by which to 
estimate and to regulate the extent of contribution, if it was not 
posnble to- (ievisc means of embracing fully every class of pro* 
perly, and every source of Contribution.- 1 felt it materially iia- 
porlant to follow some durable, some apparent and sensible cri- 
terion, by which' to apportion the' burden. At the same time I 
felt, that although the assessed taxes furnished the most compre- 
kensivc, and most general, and the most cffictelit scale of cOB- 
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tribntion, Hun neceuaril; must )>e moch Ibcoiim, mucb wealti!, 
great meuu, whidi were not iucluded in its sppllcation. It qov 
appran tiiat qat bj any eiror in thp calcBlBtion of onv resoorca^ 
not by any etoggrratioii ot oih wealth, bat by .the general hiA. 
Utyot nodi&ntuHi, by theanxiety torcBdertlienieaEnreaalittla 
' oi>prct«fe as pouible, a defecation has arisen which ought not 
to hare token plan. Yet nnder the diMdiaatige and imper- ' 
fetfi'oQi of iaouaeqiu] and inadeqData scale of application, the 
eSiects of Iho measure have tended to -confinn our estinates of ifs 
be&efitSf and to ^connge as to penererc in its principle. Erery ' 
circumtance in our sitaation, erery erent in Uw retrospect af 
oar tfatrs, erery tbfcig whiich strikes our view as we loolc luoaai 
Kt, dctooiMtraies the advant^es of tlie system of raising a con- 
ridetable parf of the supplies within' the year^ and ought to in- 
duce as to enforce it more effeetnaJty to preveBt those frauds^ 
vhich an imperfect criterion and a loose facility of modification 
Inve introduced ; to repress those evasions so disgracefnl to the 
CMiptry^ so injurious to tbose whoi homtnrably discbarge their 
cqnal contribution, and, above all, so detrimental to the gre^ 
object«f national adtanlage which it is iateoded to promote. In 
tbe«e sentiments, anr lending principle should be to guard against 
all enasioo, to endeavour by a fair and strict application, to rea- 
lise that full tendh, whkii it was the original purpose of the mea- 
sure of the.asscssed. taxes t»obiain,and to extend this as far a* 
possible, in every direction, till it may be necessary clearly to 
nark the mo<Ubcatfon, or to renounce, in certain instances, the 
application of it altogether. If then, the committee aseettt to 
tills principle, they must feel the necessity of following it up, by 
a more comprehensive scale and by more ^cient provisions. 
They will perceive the necessity of obt^ning a more specifie ~ 
■tatement of income, than the loose scale of modification,, whick 
«adcr (he former measure^ permitted such fraud and evasion. If 
■nob aprovieien be requisite to correct tbe abuses of collection, 
to obviate the artifices of difihonesty, ta extend the utility of tho 
wWasystoBjit will befoand that many of the rfgnlations of the 
4rid measun will Im ad^ted to a more comprehensive and effi. 
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ifient appTiMtioa of- Iht ptiftdple. If rtgolatibni cad be derUe^ 
to pretent an uiuIqb obateiiMtit, and to proportioa" (he bniden tq 
the real aWitj, mean* nnat be eniployfd to reach those re> 
Murcte vhich, primdfade, it m.inipoMible under the p|r««it 
system of thAaaWHodlaxntotoucb. VVUIeiaBecar«Cf,fraiiil, 
foeqaality, be grierancc^, trfateh it ii deiimble to (remedyj it vUl 
be an adiHdoaaJwticra^ion, that wken oompriled to adoptmeana 
(O'fireTent (he d^ecO of which we comphun, we ihaU be enable^ 
I jlkeiriM to improTe and to extend the benefits wo havii obt^ned. 
- The experience which we have had upon the mibjeot, prores tint 
mt BUtt correct and reiDed7, in l>rdar to secare the ad*antagiis 
arbicfa the meanuB ii calculated to afford. It is ^ our power t» 
make them our own. I tbink I can thew that whatever benefit 
llie prindple upon wluch we have begun to act, ]( fitted to be> 
atow, may by alibcntl, fair, aad efiiotentAppiicaticHi, be cairieA 
to an extent far greater than bai y«t beCn obtained, an eitenf 
equal to etery object of gre»t and magnanimons effort, to ererj 
purpose el national nieky and glorf , to erery adrantage pf per« 
manent credit and of increased prasiiGrity, • 

ImpreMed then vitli the importance of tbegobjeet, convinced 
tliat we ought, as fv ai P9Mible, toprerent aJI eTasion and 
fraud, it remai^a for ua' to conuder, by what meoni these d^ects 
may bo redreafed; t)y vftat ta^JU a more equal scale of contii-^ 
butioa can be apiriied, and arnore extcnme affect obtained. 
For this purpose it isroy intention to propoie, that the presomp. 
lion founded upon the assessed tudra shall be (aid oude, and diat 
ft generiU tax sbalL he imposed upou «ll tJfe leading branches of 
iocbmc. No scale of incoweindeed which cau be demised will be 
perfactly free from the objection of iacqaality, or entirely cat off * 
ithe pouibflity of erasion. AH that can be attempted is, to ap- 
proach as near as circa mstances will permit (o a fur and eqntd 
coDtribot^on- J trust that the opinion of the country will coocut 
with the disposition of parliamoat to giie that energy to par ex. 
unions, to give that Eta)>ility to our resources, whichxtur present 
sUuatioQ and our future prosperity demand. I Irustlhat all who 
vAlue the ufttiooal honour, ^oA the-national safety, itiU co-op«f 
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tate itt Uta desirable purpose of obfiuDing, by an efficient and 
ComprehensiTe tax upon real ability, etery advantage which 
'flourishing and inrigOTafed .resources can confer upon national 
''CSbrts. The det^Is of a measure w^ich attempts "bn end so great 
' and important, must necessarily require serious and mature deli- 
beration. At present ail that I can pretend to do is, to lay be. 
--fore the committee an oudine of a plan which endeavours to 
combine crcry thing at which such a measure ought to aim, This 
outline I shall now proceed to derelope to the committee as 
tlearly and distinctly as I am able. , ' 

It will occnr to every one to inquire wliat species of commil' 
sioners sh^ he vested with the power «f fixing the rate of aasegi. 
uent under a measure which must leave a considerable discre- 
tiouary power. In such commissioners several qualifieatlons are 
id a particular manner desirable. They ought to be persons of a 
Respectable sitoation in life ; as far ae possible removed from any 
suspicion of partiality, or any kind of undue influence ; mea of 
int^rity and independence. From the experience in which we 
have had of the benefitB depred from the voluntary exertions of 
iincli a body of commissioners, we.may be able to ascertain ia 
what classes to look for men qualified for the important funcHons 
ivhich the office would impose. Slill, however, I should con- 
sider it necessary to vary s(niiewhat from the mode pursued in 
forming the commissioners of tht land-tax. After much con- 
eideration, then, it occura to me that, out of the commissioners 
appointed under the act for assessing the land-tax, a certain 
proportion should be taken with given, qn^iications. I should 
think that -no man should be admitted to act as commissioner 
for the purposes to foe afterwards specilled, who docs not possess 
3Wt. per annum. I'o these, other jiersons of similar qualifica. 
tions should be added, and the list so. framed to be referred to 
the grand jury, or those who have served on the two last grand 
juries to form the commissioners. Incasfethe party is dissatis. 
fled with the decision of th,ese commissioners, another bo:ly of 
commissioners should be formed, to whtMn an appe^ may be car- 
ried. In'commercial towns some sped^ provisions will be ne- 
cessary, adapti;^ to the nature of circumstances. 
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The next point for considentian, then, is the mode of eontiv 
butioQ whicli shall be adopted. On this head it is ^y mteation 
to propose, that do incoine under ^l. a year shall becalmed upon- 
to contribute, and that the acale of modification up to SOOf. v 
year, as in the assessed taxes, -shall be introdnced with restric- 
tion. The quota which will then be called for »ugbt to amonot- 
to a full tenth of'tlie contributor's income, fhe modk pioposaA- 
of obtaining this contribntioa differs from that puissed in ikm' 
assessed taxes, as instead of trebling their amtutut, the statemeet' 
of income is to proceed from the' partjr himself. In doiug tNls- 
it is not propose 1 that income shall be distinctly kid open, but 
it shall only be declared that the assessiQent is beyond tlie prcv 
portion of a- tenth of the income of the person on whom it is im- 
posed. In this way I hope, that the disclosure at which laaof 
may rerolt will be ^toidcd, andat the s»nic time every man wilF 
beunder the necessity of contributing his fair and eqaal pr^or- 
' tion. How then, it will be asl^ed, ia evasion- and fraud to he 
-checked? Knp wing the difficulty of guessing what a man's real 
ability is, I do not think that the diarge of fixing what !s to b» 
the rate, ought .to bs left to the commissioners. It wonld 1 am 
persuaded, be most acceptable to the general feeling, to make it 
the duty of a particular o^cer, as snrreyor, to lay before the 
cororoissionen such grounds of doubt, 3S may occur to him on the- 
faimess of llic rate at which a party may hare assessed himscIC 
These doubts, ' and the reasons oa which they ave founded, are- 
then to be trausmitted by the surveyor to the cpiQu^issi oners, la 
' order that they may call for farther explanation from the person 
concerned. When in the case of the assessed taxes we have haA 
so much experience of the evasions which have taken place ;, 
when we see the consequences which bav^ resnlted from a 
vague rule of exemption, and an indefinite priaciplo of deduc- 
tion ; when we see that, by the different modes by whtcb exranp- 
tinns were regulated, persons, who probably wonldhave Ghniak 
from a direct fraud, have been able by different pretences to disa 
guise to themselves the fab: and adequate proportion which the^ 
•light to have canlributed, it l>ecoin» more thaa ever ^ecesurjr 
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fo rendep CTery cue of exemption precise, and to guard ererf 
title ta deductipn from the danger of being abused. At the sam^ 
time, QtidercTerj' disadvantage of the nnrestricted application, of 
deduction, andthe eaay commission of fraud, we hare yetsmpls 
proof of our national weallh and general hoDesly. Ta prevent 
the country from suffering by dishonesty, to prevent the willing 
■ contributor from b^ng taxed to the utmost proportion of tiii 
means, while his n.ealthy neighbour owes his exemption to mean- 
ness, it is necessary to guard with greater strictness against every 
chance of evasion. When doubts are entertained that a fals« 
statement has been given, it shall be competent for the commis> 
bioriers to call for a speciScatJon of income. It will be necessary 
to simplify and to state with precision the different proportion; of 
Income arising from land, from trade, annuity, or profession, 
which shall entitle to deduction. The commissionerfl are then 
to say whether they are satisfied yiith the statement which has 
been given. The officer or surveyor is to be allowed to exa- 
mine and to report whether there appears reason to believf 
that the assessmeBl is adequate. When the day of examinatioo 
arrives, the commissioners shall hear what the surveyor and the 
party have to alledge in support of the objection and the assess- 
ment, and examine other individuals. The schedule, which 
■ ithall be drawn up in such a manner as accurately to define 
«very case of eieoiption or deduction, shall be presented by the 
parly, with his claim clearly specified. To the truth of the_ 
jchedule he shall make oath. Tlu; party, however, shall not be 
compelled to answer ; his books shall not ber called for, nor hia 
.confidential cierVs or agents examined. If, however, he de. 
clines to submit to the investigation of his books, and the exa- 
mination of his clerks, and other mtans of ascertaining the truth, 
it shall be competent for the commissioners to fix the assessment, 
and their decision shall be final, unless he appeals to the higher 
commissioner. No discloSLiro is compulsory; but if the party 
Ts unwilling to disclose, he must acquiesce in the decision of the 
commissioners, who shall not be anthwised to relieye without a 
full disclosure. ■ . y F 2 
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Tills, I am parfectly ready to ailmit, gives tO (he codimisiiotr.' 
tTt cDnsiderable power. But I thiaV, Sir, I hare stated enoogtl 
to shew to the tom iiit'ee, (hat, uiriess some sueli powers be af- 
forded under this act, the real and substantial cflcct,of the mea'. 
lure will be enlirdy defeated. T thiirk, too, I have proved, fhalt 
commi^Klo tiers, seiected in the manntir I have described, are 03 
liVely to be as free from all nndue inltucnce, and to act with as * 
muchintegri'y and hono'ir, as any other set of men whatever. If, 
bowCTcr, a better modu should be suggestciV, so far from opposing 
it, I sha'l consider it a= s melioration 3nd imprOTcmcnt of mj 
plan. With respect to the inrormalion which may be cfcrnmuni- 
cated to the commissi oners, I should propose .that they shall lie 
strictly sworti not to disclose such informalinn, nor to avail them- 
selves of it for any otiier purpose separate from the execution of 
theact. If any statement, howerer, sltouhl^ b; made upon oattn, 
which the commissioners shall think to be ^Ise, and which they 
hiay wi'ih to bring to a trial, it most be obTious to t^s commit- 
tec that then there onght to be afforded the means of carrying oB 
a prosecution for pe'rjurj'. Biit on no other ground should thera 
be any disclosure of facts by the commissioners, or any of tiie 
other iift'ccrs ap;)oint(\1 to carry the act into execntion. 

Having said thus much, Sir, having laid down the« general 
principles and oat'ines, I cannot feel, that if commbsioncrs of the 
description I havti alluded to can be found, bound to «ecut« 
• their duty fairly ami impartially, and sworn to seirresyt— say, if 
such men can be selected, I cannot feel, however strong the oh. 
jcctions may be against the disclosnre of circumstances, that any 
statement made to sudi commissioners u liable to the general 
objection against public disclusures of thaincome!{.and circum- 
stanced of individuals in a commcrrial country; at least. Sir, I 
am sure there is every disposition in the plan to guard against it. 
There is little dapger, I conceive, that such commissioners will 
act partially, or will conduct themselves vexatiously ; and, in my 
opinion, there does not remain any fair ground for jealousy in in. 
dividiinls, {hat a disclosure to such men will give to persona in 
the Rilmc line of life any advantages over thetn. 
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Perliaps, howcTcr, Sir, thcreia one class of men to whom it may 
hfi for the coiug^ftee to determine whethtr llie measure shall ex- 
fend, anij whether they ought not to remain exceptions to the 
act. Among tiie descriplious of persons to whom it oiay remain 
for the committee to consider whether-a disclosure would not be 
detrimental, is'the class which includes the poorest persons en. 
gaged in mercantile iruncems ; a class whose gains are most pre. 
carious, whose credit may be most doubtful, and moat injured by. 
a disclosare — I speak of the persons engaged in retail trades, to 
whom the assessed tax bill of last session gave great indulgen- ■ 
cies, considering that- the relief of abatement was one of wluch 
they could not aviul fhejiiselTes, wifhouf greater inroii»enience 
and injury to them, perhaps, than to persons o'f higher rank, and 
of a higher description of mcrc^n:ile traders, J vtish, (herefore, 
the committee to .coqsider whether it may not be as well to leave 
tiiat class to pay on the mitigated rate of assessment to which 
^ey are liable under the assessed tax bill, as to subject them to 
the general rate of the present bill. It will also naturally enter 
V)t9 the consklcraiion of the committee, w hat allowunces or ex. 
emptions ought to be extesdcd to other descriptiuDs of persons. 
la the last act, certain allofvances and abatements were .granted 
' ifi persons >yilh large families. That principle it will certainly 
^ffl proper to extend to this measure ; and the only doubt which 
I entertain upon the f ubject is, whether it was carried f jr enough 
in the bill of l»styear. If this suggcslian be admitted, it will 
iiaturally be alnatter of doubt, whether the principle in the last 
bill, with respect to persons having no families, ouj^ht not to be 
■extended. It will ajso very reasonably qccur to the minds of 
the committee, that it is of the utmost importance to the due 
execution of (he act, that,' as far as tlic general principles can be 
)a[d down for establishing a rate of landed property, or what 
may be the proper average ,of incomes which are subject to aver. 
age, the rates ill the last act should be subject to correction and 
improvement. ' By the operation of these powers, aud^ by the 
influence of these rules, we may expect to arrive more nearly at 
that fair proportion which each man ought to contribute towards 
the exigencies, and for the service of the country. 
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The next eonsidcralioa to wliich I wish (o direct the attention 
of the committee, is one liable to more difficulty and doubt, upon 
which gentlemen will be aware that every thing must be conjee, 
tnial, but in which we are still not without lights to gaidc ns — I 
mean as to the probable amount of a tax of this kind. Thecom- 
tbiltee must be coniinced, that what I shall slate will be with 
doubt and uncertainty. I shall, howerer, submit to the view of 
the house the Information I have collected, the authorities wilb 
which I am fortified, and the grounds upon which I proceed. 
And first, Sir, I shall proceed to slate what is the first great objec^ 
of income. I mean the properly derived from land. JJpon this 
point I hare consulted the best opinions, and authors of the most 
acknowledged merit. Upon the subject of the rent of the.latid of 
this country, Sir William Petty is the earliest author whom f 
bare consulted, but upon whom I shall not dwell much. At the 

< time he wrote, the rent of land was stated al eight millions. Tn 9 
subsequent period, in the beginning of this century, and in the 
reign of Queen Anne, two writers of credit, fiaTeoaut and King, 
tepres«ited the rent of land to be 14,0t)0,00pf. However they 

. differed on other points, on this they both agreed. Posterior to' 
thaV time it was a received opinion, that a land-tax of four shil. 
lings in the pound was equivalent to about two shillings of what 
vould be coUecled on the real renis of the kingdom, which were 
■fated to amount to twenty millions. Full twenty years ago (his 
was said by a writer, who was also ameroberof this house, and 
who in a work he wrote, expressly recommended the very prin. 

• ciple which I haVe submitted to the committee this day. The 
same estimate was sftited, and the same opinion was counte- 
nanced by the authorily of the celebrated author of the Treatise 
on the Wealth of Nations, Adam Smith, He received it as a 
Statement generally admitted, am) sufficicnily proved, that the 
rent of the )and in the kingdom was twenty millions yeariy. In a 
work published as long ago as the year 1774, Mr. Arthur Young, 
who had made agricultural pursuits his study, has advanced the 
■ameopinion. I mention all these authorities^ to shew what hat 
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heen the arnqpnt of the rent of laod at different periods. I state 
them also to shew how gt^at has been the increase upon it with. 
jn the laskten years; but if any of those authorities shoald still 
oot be free from exaggeration, the cotnmiltee will at least sec that 
- any estimate 4rhich I may make iS not likely to be one which is 
>nnch beyopd probability. I hare had also, Sir, the atliantage 
«f other inquiries made expressly by a body who ha»e made the . 
cnlliration of the land thdr peculiar province — I mean the board 
of agricuHnre. I allude mere particularly to one report publish- 
ed by a person who made this part of the subject his study, tha 
Report drawn up by Mr. Middleton, All these, checked with 
otlier' examinations, state th» whole amount of the cultivated 
4and of the country to amount to lEI tie less than forty millions of 
acres. Any attempt to state what is the average value of these 
^orty millions of acres, must be, the conimitteo will see, in iti 
^atare extreluely upcerlatn. As far as (he inquiries I hare madt 
Stave enabled me to obtain any Information, I find that many 
persons most conversant on &g subject believe the average 
."value to be ^fleen shillings per acre. I shall, however, take it 
at n^ more than tn elve shilling and slx.pcnce. In doing this, ' 
perhaps^ I am rather under the mark, but I will put the average 
Talueattwenfy-Gye millions a year. And gentlemen surely will 
see, that when I t^ethcnumbcr of acres at forty millions, an4 
4he average value at only twelve shillings and six. pence per acre, . 
the result is only an increase of fire millions beyond what it was 
twenty years ago, and that therefore I cannot be considered as a 
very sanguine calculator, ^owerc^, in this part of the subject, 
i desire the committee to licar in mind, that it will be proper tw 
jirofpose a xeduclion for all under 601. a year^ and that the same 
modifications be admitted injto this act as in ihe assessed tax 

_hill — I mean the scale of income from Gol. (o 200/, a year, and ' 
itsing from a one hundred and twentieth part to a tenth. I mean 
on this account to assume a deduction of one fifth, aud to state 
the taxable property at only twenty millions, 

^ I shall next proceed to state that part of incMuo from land 
vbich belongs to the teuant. I propose to value cVcry man ac- 
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cording to his rent, making onlj a deduf tloti fop-rcpairs. What 
1 shal! Euggcstfor the further consideratioii of the committee, is 
Ihree-fonrths of the rack rent which the tenant pays tt^thc lan^ 
lord. The value of the income from land which belongs to thq 
tenant I take at niaeteCn millions ; the income to the lanJlonl, 
as I have before said, at twenly-fivc meltons. Instead of d&. 
dacting onlj one-fifth, as I have suggested with respect to the 
landlord, I stiall propose with re&pect to the tenant, to dfduct 
two-thirds, leaving fire millions as the taiable property of tb^ 
tenants. The next income arising from land, is an income wJ>ici( 
is received neither by ths lawUord, nor by the tenant — I nieaq 
what is received from tithes. Thi# is an income enjoyedj as tli? 
committee know, either by lay impropriators, or by the clergy, 
The statements of the amount of the tithes are different ; bnt { 
estimate the value of them to be five millions. If genllemea 
(appose the amount of the cuitiTated laud in the country to be' 
forty millions of acres, and the average valae to be twenty*fiv9 
millions, they will fiad, I believe, my valuation to be lery modet 
rate : it is also Mr. Arthur Young's statement'. Upon this snb? 
ject of tithes, I propose to allow a deduction of ctue-fifth, though, 
perhaps, I may be qpnsidered as stating the reduction too large. 
]y ; but gcntiemen will consider (he allowance to be made lof 
poor livings. 

Another species of property is that which arises from mines, 
and from shares in canals. Tl^ereis also another property whicb 
I have not included in the rents of land, I mean the property aris., 
ing from the sale of timber. I take all these th^ee, . (he mines, 
panats, and timber, at three millions. 

Another species of rent is that recdred for houses. I propose 
to proceed upon the rate which was followed in the act of last 
session. The committee are aware, ibat to establish accurately 
the rent of houses has «Tcr been found to be impracticable, parti- 
cularly of houses of the higher description of rent, which have 
alwayE been undervalued. Out of the number of 700,000 houses, 
^50,000 are calculated to pay to the assessed taxes; I shall 
therefore fake thej-entof hou^s at nomere tftaa oik millions. 
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In the early ttatenneiifs to nhlch 1 have alladed, the profili 
(uBed by the profeeson of the law alone are estimated at one mil* 
lion and ^half ; I cannot suppose that they are at all diminished. 
Allewiog, besides, for all the branches of the medical professioa^ 
J c'onceife that two millions is a Tery small sum aa the amount 
of the incomes arising from the professions. 

The nest head of income relates to the profits of retail trade ; 
Ijnttt^re ape persons of a certain description, with respect to 
whom it will be necessary to make some allowance. The rfdnc- 
tionjl shall propose to toke-at one eightlvof the net snm of ths 
prolits of the trade of Great Britain, after which there will re. 
raeia a, snm of -5,000,000/. applicable to the general operation of 
(ha tax. ^ • 

There will then remain another article of taxation, which li 
ttiejocome spent in this country by persons who derive it from 
. Other parts of the world ; and .unquestionably all who reside 1b 
this kingdom, and draw thdr means from soarces out of it, can- 
BOt be dissatisfied at contributing to their own support and pro- 
tection. Of this description, the only persons I shall think it ne- 
oefisary to estimate are those whose incomes arise from their hav- 
lag property in Ireland, and who reside in this country, and pcr^ 
sons owning estates in the West.Indies, or receiving (he interest 
of mortgages onesiates in that part of the world. With respect , 
tp those persons whose incomes arise from Ireland, I have no ac. 
il.nrate data in order to estimate the amount ; but I beljere it is 
the generally recdTcd ojfinion, that the property of persons of 
tills description arao^unted to at least I,0Oa,UOO/. a considerable 
time since, and now, Trom the increase of rents, it may reason, 
ably be estimated far beyond that snm. With resfiect to the in- 
comes of eslates intlje West Indies, the total amount cannot be 
^tTmatcd at less than 7,000,000/. sterling, and far the greater 
ftmouotis produced from the property of persons residing iij 
^reat Britain, who either own estates, or hare mortgages upon 
Ijiem for which they, receive interest. From ^hat are to be de- 
ducted (he amonnt of the ejporU carried out^ and the charga 
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of cnltiTAting thb estates in the Wot Indies ; after TrMefa cteduc. 
GoUf I estiiiiate tbe produce of itieome in the West Indies at 
four oiUions, and IJ>e)ieTB I ma no danger of Btatiog ijt pxf 
hig}t. Thus it appears I may fairly estimate at Stc milUons thf 
whole prodace of income arising beyond aeas, wd enjoyed by- 
persoBs in this country. 

The next description of property «'lii{:h will ^oat under lb? 
consideration of the committee aa a SODtce for the proposed tax. 
fa the income of persons Qot in trade. Under this head will bf 
included annui^es of all kinds,' public and prtrate mortgages^ 
aad income arising from money l^t upou securities under Tar^ 
(Bus denomiQatious. At the same time the commutes howerer 
will go aloDg with me in sedng that, in estimating the. genera^ 
rental of the land of England, I hare taken it with all its bar^ 
dens, and consequently hare iocluded the mortgages. In thf 
practical detail of the measure, ft will come to be decided whe> 
ther it^hall fall pn the land owner, of on the mur^agee. Ib re- 
spect^ therefore, of this description of property, I do not no* 
ntake any distinct estimate. |VhateTer is lent upon the security 
of Iwid will natnrally come forth in the process of this tai, aof 
as we have no accnrxte means of judging of the amQiunt of the 
Mortgaged property in England, I aroid taking any pardcnlar 
mm under the distinct head. With respect to private annuities 
of another kind, jt is also difiicult to ascertain their amount. 
Kot so with regard to public annuities; we have no difficulty of 
■scertaitting the exact amount of the anunities paid by the pub. 
Kc to itidifiduals, and I shall hare ro hesitation "in sobntittiug 
to the committee, that when a general assessment upon income 
is to take place, no distinction ought to he made as to the 
sources from which that income may arise. ' There can bc'no 
tail objection taken by the stockholder upon the Occasion ; therv 
can be no question of a breach of good faith, of national Blipn. 
lation with die public creditor, by thaS imposing upon him what 
CTery other subject of the realm is to incur. T^ puhUc crediv 
tor enjoys his security under the njcst sacrad obligations of thg 
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state, aod tbe committee will do me the justice ta recollect, tliat^ 
whenever xa idea has been started in debate, of imposing upoi^ 
the.stocVholtters, Eeparately and distinct Ij, anj sort of tax, ,f 
IiBTe been prepared to reprobate tlie attempt, as uttcrlj incon. 
^Istent vltli good faith and public engagements. Parliament hai 
AlwajE gone along with me in the feeling that no such tax ouglit 
^0 be lerled apon them, and they hate umforoily acted npua 
Ais feeling, on the principle, that, as the public creditors cam* 
forward and lent their money to the state in the moment of iti 
necessity, while at the same time they bore, in comm'on witli 
«tery other description of his Majesly^s subjects, the taxes oi| 
consumption, they were to Ire secured against any imposts, dis. 
tiflctly levelled at them as annuitants of the public ; and the par- 
liament has feh this more particularly from the recollection of 
the duty which they owe to persons who had embarked so mnch, 
and identified themselres so intimately with the state. Against 
Any direct tax upon the stockholder, then, I am sure the conU 
Biitlee, as well as myself, would set'themselrcs in opposition; 
P>at the matter ta materially reversed, when a tax is to be levied 
tipon the income of every description of persons in the realm ; 
when it is no longer in the power of the stockholder to say,' C 
could avoid this tax by removing my property from the funds to 
landed security, or to trade; every argument against including 
^im in the assessment is withdrawn. The protection yielded to 
the stockholder, is the satne as to the landholdci-, the merchant^ 
and the manufacturer. The duty, therefore, is the same, and 
every other description of'persons in the coontry would have a 
right to complain, if, when they arc called upon for a sacrifice 
of this extraordinary nature, so numerous a body of persons 
were to be exempted from the assessment-. I am conhilent,' 
therefore, that every gen tFcman who hears me, will agree that 
the principle' of the measure is not liable to any imputation of 
breach of faith. It cannot be called a rcsuoiplion of the annuity 
that has been granted to the public creditors, nor in the most 
remote degree an infringement Of the contract fljat was on^inaiif 
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tnadewitli them. The)' are, in this instance, onlf to do thai 
which erery other body of men withia the kingdom are (o do ; 
ihcy are to make a sacriScft of part of thdr incpme to the ne. 
ceasilies of the state, and they are to do it npon 4he principle of 
giriug security and permaneocc to all which they possess. J. 
i haie detained the committee longer upoif thip head thai) I shonltt 
otberirise have doae, because I am aware that objections ma; 
be lightly and loosely thrown out to this part of the measure. I 
should say to the stockholder, as one of the public, if yon expect 
from the state the protection which is common tons all, yon 
ought also to make the sacrifice which we are called upon to 
make. It is not peculiar to yon, it does not belong to< the 
quality of your income, bat it is made gcner^, and reqnired ' 
from all ; yon could not embuk your cafutat in any other spe- 
cies of security in which it wonJ4 not be subject to the same 
charge, I do not know what objection tbe stockholder couHl 
make to tliis appeal. I include, thu^fore, the public aqnnitanta 
in the Tiew of the proposed tax, and there is no difficnlty in es- 
timating the aoiqiint of this species of income. At the same time, 
it is to be taken into consideration, that all that pfrt of the pub- 
lic annuities which hate been redeemed by the nation, is to ba 
exempted from the charge of the ta^- Taking the unqunt of 
the redemption, therefore, at what it now appears to be, tfafi 
rental of the public annuitants may be estimated at 15,000,000/.; 
but here, as in all the other cases, both of the land and rental, an^ 
of other sources of property, there will, of course^ be adtnitte^ 
the same exemptions to all annuitants who hare less than 60/. 
a year, and the same modifications to all who posses^ from 60/. 
to aooi. a year. At the same time it is to be considered, that 
these exemptions and modifications are only to apply to those 
indiyiduals whose whole income amounts to less than 300/. a year. 
If persons possess incomes from various sources, they are to be 
calculated in the aggregate ; for the exemption or the moilifica. 
tlon ^ill nat apply, if the whole income should not be under the 
stipulated sum. I am snrc, that I shall oicr-rate the amount of 
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these exempUong and moiliii cations, nlicn I deduct ■oiie'-fif til 
from the »am that I have stated the public annuities to be ; but 
I do not adiqit that deduction, and therefore state the total of 
t^e incoioe Troin the public funds at 1 2,000,000/. 

There now rem^n, Mr. Chairman, the other great sources 
of trade to the inhabilants of this countrj'; — the produce of trade, 
fordgn and domestic ; and this branch of income is, in Its na- 
ture, more difficult of estimate thaa any other. We have, boir. 
ever, lights and aids by trhich we may come to a knowledge of a 
tuaterial part, Ht least, of this source of national wealth, I mean 
the produce of our foreign trade. By the recent acts which have 
been passed, the amouols of the iniports and exports hafc beeit' 
ascertained with such a degree of accnracy, as to -enable us to 
form a toleralile judgment of the jtmpunt of the capital embarked 
in this branch of our trade^ and, consequently, to form an csti-. 
mate of the profits accruing from it. By the late act for the in- 
surance of produce and manufactures exported, as well as by 
the recent act of which I hare spoken, for the laying a duty on. 
convoys, we have been able, more clearly than heretofore, to 
ascertain the amount and value of. this trade, since we have not 
only the estimate and calculation that is mafle by the revenue, 
bat the declarations of the persons engaged in the trade them- 
■elves, upon wliich the duty is paid ; and by these guides we are 
able to ascertain that the capital employed in this way is cerliunly 
not less thaa^O,000,000/. sterling. Less it cannot be by the 
proof of the insurance act, which has now lasted two years, but 
it may be coosiderably more, because it is a well-known thin^ 
that merchants stand a part ot the risk themselves, and do not 
insure to the full amount of the goods they export. But taking 
the amount at 80,000^000/. the calculation corresponds Vith the 
. view of our foreign commerce, which hag bceit recently made by 
oijr most accurate calculators ; and in all these estimates I wish 
rather to be nnder than over the mark. I state the amount of thi 
capital, therefore, embarked in our foreign trade at 80,000,000/^; 
uid Bsstuninj; thi^as the capital, the nest question is, whj)t wa 



,:,:kv, Google 



iw MR,.PITT''ff '^EcS, 

ia^t to..lako ai Hie profit to all the d«8criptioa of penons «ii> 
ptoyed-in carrying OB this branch of oar tradie i la estimatii^ t]iii, 
vemast iteceis;iTiIf ioclude In oor Tiefr,jiotmerdv the merchant 
-who exports, but all the orders and descriptions of persons from 
tite mannfactnrcr npirards, wbo are anyway connected with onr 
nport trade. Under this bead come' in the profit^ of brokerage, 
Vharfage, and carriage, with dU the other contributor; tradei 
counectod with foreign conmePce ; and I ata sure the committee 
will agree «ith Bie, that t make » moderate calcalatioD, whert 
4 estimate the aTcrage of the . profits dpon the capital of 
«0,000,000/. at 15 per cent. I take, therefore, 19,000,000?. 
«8 the income of all the persons connected with the foreign trade 
«f (his kingdom, 

Tlicre nov remains. Il)4t whioh more tkSn iny other branch of 
onr income bafBcs the power of scrutiny, and affords efeo vCrf 
timjted grounds for conjecture; I mean the profits arlsiog froni 
domestic trade and manufacture. Here the many descriptioiis of 
persoos whose skill and industry are the source of income in alt 
tbc pro^^ss of our arts and mail ufactu res, from the first prepa. 
ration of the rude and raw material to its state of perfection, 
sente to make calculatioa almost impassible from their variety 
and extent. Eten here, howerer, we hare some means of form- 
ing an iilea. Of the general capital of 80,000,000'. employed in 
the foreign trade, it has been pretty aocnratei; determined, that 
about 90,000,0001. are destined and employed in the expott of 
the leailing manufactures of England. I am sure, then, tbat 
the GoBimitlee will go along with me in saying, that t&e amouoi 
of the capital and sum Nnployed in internal trade must be four 
times the amount of our export of British manufactures. Wlien 
we look at the vast maahine of trade in all its parts, let any gen< 
ticman ask himself whether, in the woollen iq^ufacturea, cotton, 
' linen, hardware, pottery, and io all the other great and leading 
. tranches of mannfactare, there can be a lees snm emi^aycd thn 
four times the amount of that wkicli is appropriated by themer^ 
$haat for tlie purposes of ciportiitiuQ ? YieViDg jill tbs enor* 
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tDous capital ' iorested in domestic manufacture, I cannot take it 
at less than 130,000,000'. aqd upon thia capital I estimate the 
gain at no more than 15 perssit.' nudung a siun of 13,000,0002. 
per annuin qf iqcoQie.. 

Tiiore is one other description of income wt)icb, tbongh It 
embraces a isut varietj of individmds, is reducible to none of 

'the former beads, bnt comes naturally to b^ included in the arti- 
cle of dpmeqdc trade; I mean artisanE, architects, brewen^ 
dbtillera, builders, brickmakers, masons, carpenters, and all that 
Innumerable clas^ of persons who, by skili in their professions, 
draw their incomer from the general prosperity of the conntrj. 
The committee, from their general knowledge of the kingdom, - 

- will at oBce perceive how numerous and how varied this class of 
persons must be, and how utterly impossible it Is to arriTe at as 
accurate criterion of the general amount of their gains. I am _ 
:«urc, however, that they will agree with me that I undcrstaA 
it, when I take it at 10,000,0001. per annum. I thus estimate ' 
the whole amount of our internal manufactures and trade at 
28,000,000^. a year. 

I have thus rapidly gone through all the distiact branches of 
national rental, and of natioital profits, from which we have to 
derive the tax that I mean to propose to you, without presuming 
to think that I have been able to -do it with that accuracy of dc. 
tail which can only be derived from practice, or with that cer- 
tainty upon which you ought to repose. I hare, howevor, throuf^ 
the whole, been aniious to understate the amount of the estimat« 
as collected from the best sources of calculation, and tq OTcrrata 
the exemptions and deductions that it would be nocessary to 
make from each. The committee, who hare gone along with m« 
in my details, will see that I make the whole sun% of annual rental 
and prorits, after making the deductions which I tlunlLreasonabte, 
102,000,000i. Sterling. . 

For the sake of greater clearness, I will rccapltnlate the bea^l ' 
in the same order that I bars followwl : 
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*tbe tund fenlal, tlion, after deducting dacGftb, I 

estimate at , - ^ * ^ - - - - - je2O,GOO,000 
Tbc tenant's rental of laild, deducting tico-tbirds of 

file rack rent, I take at.*.'- - • « - 6,OPO,000 
The amount of tjthM, dedudting one.fifth - . - 4,COO,000 
The produce of miiies, can^U-qaTigation, &<!. de- ' 

ducting one-fifth ....-.-*- 3,000,000 
The rental of honscs, dedacflng one-fiftli - - - 5,000,000 

The profits of professioni 2,000,000 

The rental of Scotland, taking it at one^ghth of 

that of England - . - - 5,000,000 

The income of persons resident in Great Britain, 

drawn from [lossessiont beyond seas ... - 5,000)000 
The atnonnt of annuitifa from the public funds, 

after dedarthig one.fifth for exemptions and 

. modificaiions ' 12,000,000 

The profits on the capital employed In onr foreign 

commerce .-.- 12,000,000 

The profits on the capital employed in domestic 

trade, and the proiiU of skill and indudfry . 2S,0(X>,000 

In all jeiO2,0O0,O00 

Upon this sum a ta\ of 10 per "cent, is likely , to produce 
10,000,000^, a year, and this is the sum which is likely to result 
from the measure, and at which I shall assume it. I flatter my- 
■elf that I have been cstremcly careful not loorcrstate any iiart 
of (he eourccs. 

Now, supposing (hat ten millions is the som thus collected, 
Centlemt-n will recollect ■that, in the last session of parliament, 
the assessed taxta were the only part of the public resource*. 
*hich were mortgaged for the sum of 8,000,000/, borrowed for 
the public Gcrrice in 1707, I should think it my duty, there. 
fore, (hat (he sum now proposed to be raised in lieu of the as- 
sessed tases, shoulil, after itB appropriation to the supplies of the 
present, year, remarn as a pledge for the discharge of that snia 
for ifbicb the asKseed taxes were a security, and also for Out 
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discbarge ot the loan of the present year, beyond vfaaf will be 
paid out Df the slaking fnad. Taking the assessed taxet at four 
millions, they would hare been mortgaged for two years after 
peace ; — and thus the advantage of this measure is this, that no 
greater snms will be raised on any iodividnals than those which 
lave been hitherto paid, at least .by such as have rendered th« 
measure of the legislature effectual; they will be relieved of a 
greater than a proportional share of their burthen, and the du- 
ration of the burthen will not be h^f the time. This is a re- 
commend^ion of the 'justice and eiipediency which must bo feli 
by the peo[Je at large. But it does net stop here; it looks 
anxiously to the alleviation of the burthens of the country, by i 
^reat temporary exertion ; it looks to the equality of the tax, 
and the general efficacy of the measure, conscious that on them 
depends our success in the great cause in which we are engaged. — ■ 
That it is to fumiEfa the means of providing for the debt cre&ted 
in two years, within the same peried we formerly provided for 
the debt created in one. In the mode of applying the sum now to 
be raised, there are difTerent w^s. The sum which the assessed 
taxes were applied to discharge last year amounted to eight 
millions ; it would be only to borrow a sum equal to the debt to 
supply the deficiency ; but it occurs, however, to me, that a mora 
simple and direct mode is, to apply this siim, in the first instance, 
to the supplies of the year, but at the same time fo enact, that 
the tax shall continue till it has discharged the debt for which th« 
Assessed taxes were mortgaged, and then to make a farther cbarga 
for what may be borrowed beyond what the sinking fund will 
discharge! 

Supposing this ten per cent, on income produces I0,00b,000i. 
the period when I should propose it to take eAect would be the 
£tii of April next. I should propose the repeal of the former 
assessed taxes at the same period; but from the calculation I 
have made, fonr millions and a. half will be raised from the first 
of February, 1798, to the first of February, 1799- It woutd^ 
therefore, be more beneficial to the object I have in view to com* 
mcnce the operation of this new measure at an earlier period, 
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because of die benefit of the increased rate flf taiation ; but 
there ivill be the addition of what will come in under the assess. 
ed taxes, which will amonnf to 700,000/. Thos there will be 
riised, 10,700,000/. But this is not applicable to the whole of 
tite subject ; for gentlemen vitl recollect, that the interest of 
the 8,600,000l. was also charged on the assessed tvies. The 
iiiterest will continue in the course of the present year, to which 
also is to be added the interest of whaterer loan may be made 
this year. This will amonnt to about one million five hundred 
thousand pounds, which leaves the sum of nine millions two 
hundred thousand pounds, as applicable to the services of the 
present year. Thb aid would be all that is necessary to fumbh 
the ways and means for the supplies, except as to the sum of 
twenty four millions. Fourteen millions, therefore, is the sum 
necessary to be raised by loan, of which, howerer, four millions 
aftd a half is discharged by the operation of the sioliing fund, 
consequently nine millions and a half is the whole sum to be 
added to the national debt. I wish, therefore, to lay this down 
as a. principle, that nine millions and a half is the sum to be 
raised this year, for which I should propose to charge as a mort- 
gage the income tax, after discharging the former mortgage. This 
gives a general view of the amount of the services of the year, 
and the ways and means to defray them. I have also stated, to 
the best pf my power, the possible amonnt of every article pro- 
posed as the subject of taxation. 

I trust that it will not be necessary for mc to go into any de- 
tail of argument to convince the committee of the advantages of 
the beoe6ciat mode adopted last session, of ra'ising a consider- 
able part of the Eupplieis within the year. The propriety of tb» 
measure has been recognized, and felt in a way the most gratify- 
ing to the feelings and to the pride of every Englishman. The 
principle has been proved to- be the most wise' and beneficial, 
though in tlie manner of carrying it info practice it haa been so 
shamefully and grossly evaded. The experience which we have 
hiid, points oiittbe propriety Of correcting the errors of that plan, 
and of enforcing and extending the priaciplo. If we bare beea' 
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able, from the benefits of that measure, so evaded and crippled, 
to do 10 much, it is obvious])' our duty to seelL for the means of 
perfecting the plan upon which we are set out ; and if we can 
find regulations and checks against the abuses that have been 
committed, it is surely wise and proper that they should be made . 
to apply to a more general and eztensira scheme than tliat which 
we have already tried. It no longer rests upon theory, or upon 
reasoning ; it is recommended to us by the surest test of expe- 
rience ; and if, by the efficacy of this plan, we have been able to 
disappoint the hopes of the enemy ; — to rise above all the at< 
tempts which they made to disturb our domestic tranquillity ; — to 
remove the apprehensions of the despondent, and to shew them 
that, all their fears of our b^g unable to cod tiuue thex:oatest, 
were vain; — to assert the high aad proud distinction w[hich we 
took, in the m^otenance of genuine government and social or- 
der ;— if we have been able thereby to animate the .public spirit 
of Europe, to revive its dismayed energy, and to give a turn to 
tiie political aspect of the world, favourable (o the cause of hu- 
manity, shall we not persevere in'a course which has been so 
fruitful of good? If we have proved that, at . the end of the 
sixth year of war, unsubdued by all the exertions and sacrifices 
ire have made, our commerce is flourishiog beyond the example 
of any year even of peace ; if our revenues are undiminished ; 
if new means of vigour are daily presenting themselves to our 
grasp; if our efforts have been crowned with the most perfect 
success; if the public sentiment be firm and united in the justice 
uid necessity of the cause in, which we are embarked; if every 
motive to exertion continues the same, and every eflbrt we have 
made in the cause is a source only of exultation and pride to the 
heart; if, by the efijcacy of those cfforls, we have now the expec- 
tation of accomplishing the great object of all our sacrifices and 
all ou^ labours ; if despondency be dissipated at home, and con- 
fidence created abroad, shall we not persevere in a course so 
fairly calculated to bring ns to a happy ifsue ? Let as do justice 
to ourselves. It is not merely owing to the dazzling events 
ef the campaign that we arc indebted for the proud station 
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in which we now itand, great and glorions as those achieve, 
ments haie been, which cannot Tul to be a soarc^ of exultatloD 
to every British bosom. I shall not detract from the high 
renown of alt those persons to whose skill, vigonr, and 
determination, we' are indebted for the^ achieremenls that have 
^tooished and aroused Europe, when I say, that it is not altoge- 
ther owing to them that we now feel ourselves in a situation so 
proud and consoling. The grand and important changes which 
have been effected in Europe, are not merely to be ascribed to 
the promptitude, vigilance, skill, and vigCmr, of onr naval de- 
partment, whose merits no man can feel, or can estimate, mors 
highly than I do ; nor to the heroism, zeal, patriotism, and de. 
Totiion, of onr transcendant commuiders — and I speak particn- 
larly of that great commander * whose services fill every bosom 
■with rapturous emotion, and who will never cease to derive frotn 
the gratitude of his conntrymen the tribute of his word) — nor is 
it to the unparalleled perseveriuice, valour, and wonderti perform. 
ed by our gallant fleets, which have raised the British name to a 
distinction unknown even to her former annals, that we arc to as. 
cribe all the advantages of our present posture. fJo, we mnst 
also do justice to the wisdom, energy, and determination of the 
parliament, who have furnished the means, and the power, by 
. which all the rest was sustained and accomplished. Through 
them all the departments of his Majesty's government had the 
means of employing the force whose achievements have been so 
brilliant ; through the wisdom of parliament the resources «f 
the country have been called forth, and its spirit embodied in a 
manner unexampled in its history. By their firmness, magnani- 
mity, and devotion to the cause, not merely of our own iadivi> 
dual safety, but of the cause of mankind in general, we have 
been enabled to stand forth the saviours of the earth. No diffi. 
culties have stood in our way : no saciiflces have boen Uiought 
too great for us to make; a common feeling of danger has pro. 
^jiced a commoa spirit of esertion, and we have cheerfully contf 

f Lord Ndsqi. . 
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forward with a surrender of a part of our property as a S3^wage, 
not merely for recoveriag ourselves, but for the general recovery 
of mankind. We have presented a phenomenon in the charac. 
ter of nations. 

It has often been thought, and has been the theme of historians, 
that as nations became mercantile, they lost in martial spirit what 
they gained in commercial avidity ; that it is of the essence of 
trade to be sordid, and tliat high notions of honour are incom- 
patible with the prosecution of traffic. This liypothesis has 
been proved to be false ; for in tho memorable era of the past 
year Great Britain has eshibited the glorious example of n na- . 
tton shewing the most universal spirit uf military hcrojsra, at a 
time when she had acquired the most flourishing degree of na- 
tional commerce. In no lime of the proudest antiquity could 
the people of Great Britain exhibit a more dignified character of 
martial ^spirit than they have during the last year, when they 
■ have also risen to the greatest point of commercial advantage ; 
and, Mr. Chairman, they are not insensible of the benefits, as 
■well as of the glory,, they have acquired ; they know and feel 
that the most manly course has also been the most pruclept, and 
fliey are sensible that, hy bravely resisting the torrent with which 
they were threatened, instead of striking balances on their fate, 
and looking to the averages of profit and loss, on stand-- 
ing out, or of yielding to the tempest, they have given to 
themselves not merely security, but lustre snd fame. If they 
Jiad, on the contrary, submitted to purchase a suspension of dan- 
ger and a mere pause of war, they felt that they could only have 
purchased the means of future and more deplorable mischief, 
marked with the stamp of impoverishment and degradation ; 
they feel therefore, that, in pursuing the path which duty and 
honour prescribed, they have also trod in the path of prudence 
and economy. They have secured to themselves permanent 
peace, and future repose, and have given an animating example 
to tho world of the advantages of vigour, constaiicy, and unioji. 
If the world shall not bo disposed to take the beneiit of this et^ 
^mple, Great Britain has at least the consolation to kaaW| 
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that she has gjTen tiiem the power. And if I were dia. 
posed, Sir, to pay regard to drier^ and colder masims of 
policy, I should Bay, that every regard erea to prudent eca< 
nomy weald point out the course which we hare taken, as 
the most adTontageoas for a people to pursue. It will he ma. 
nifcst to every gentlemvi on the slightest consideration of the 
fiuhject, that, in the end, the measure of raising the supplies with- 
in the year is the cheapest and the most salutary course that a 
wise people can pursue ; and when it is considered that there is 
a saring of at least one twelfth upon all that is raised, gentle* 
men will not sHfler a superstitious fear, and jealousy of the dan. - 
ger'of exposing the secrecy of income, to combat with a mea. 
sure that h so pregnant with benefits to the nation. If gentle* 
men will take into their consideration the probable duration of 
'pi^acc and war, calculated from the experience of. past times, 
they will be conTinucd of the immcasureable importance of striv- 
ing to raise (he supplies within the year, rather than accumulating 
a permanent debt. The experience of the last hundred, fifty, 
or forty yean, will shew how little confidence wc can hare in the 
duration of peace, audit oughttocourince us, how important it is 
to establish a system, that will prepare us for every emergency, 
give stability to strength, and pcrpctaal renovations to resource. 
I think, I could make it apparent to gentlemen, that in any war, 
of the duration of six years, the plan of funding all the expenses 
to be incurred in carrying it on, would leave at the end of it a 
greater burden permanently upon the nation than would be sus- 
tained, than they would have to incur for the pix years only of 
its continuance, and one year beyond it, provided that they 
made the sacrifice of a tenth of thuir income. In the old, un- 
wise, and destructive way of raising the supplies by a permanent 
fund, without any provision for its redemption, a war so carried 
on entails the burden upon the age and upon their posterity for 
erer. This has, to be sure, in a great measure, been done away 
and corrected, by the sahitary and valuable system which has 
been adopted of the redemption fund. But that fund cannot ac- 
complish the end ina shorter period tbaa forty years, and during 
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tAl that time the expenses of a var so funded must weigh down 
and press apon the people. If, on the contrary, it had at an earlj 
period of our history been rcsalred to adopt the present mode of 
rising the supplies within the year; if, for instance, sftcr the 
peace of Aix la Chapetle, the scheme of redemption cTen had 
been adopted, and persevered In to this time, we should not now^ 
for the seventh ytar of the war, have had more to raise from the 
pockets of the people than what we have now to pay of perma- 
nent taxes, together with ahout a fourth of what it would be 
necessary to lay on in addition for this year. Fortunately «e 
have at last established the redemption fund : the benefits of it 
are already felt ; they will every year be more and more ac- 
knowledged ; and In addition to this it is only necessary, that 
instead of consulting a present advantage, and throwing the 
burthen, as heretofore, upon posterity, we shall f^rly meet it 
onrselTes, and lay the foundation of a system that shall make us 
independent of all'tiie future events of the world. 

I am sure that, in deliberating upon the advantages of thissys- 
'lem, gentlemen, whose liberal and exalted views go beyond the 
mere present convenience of the moment, and are not limited to 
(he period of the interest which they may themselves talce in pub- ' 
lie affw^, or even to the period of their own existence, but look 
with a provident affection to the independence and happiness of 
a- generation unborn, will feel and recognise the wisdom of a 
system that has for its principle the permanency of British gran.> 
denr. You will feel that it is not only to the splendour of your 
arms, to the achieremcnts of your fleets, that you arc indebted for 
the high distinction which yon at present enjoy ; but also to the. 
wisdom of the councils which you have adopted in taking advan- 
tage of the influence which your happy constitution confers be- 
{"ood the example of any other people, and by which you have 
given a grand and edifying lesson to dismayed Europe, tliat safe. 
ty, honour, and repose, must etcr depeiid upon the energy with . 
which danger is met and resisted. Yon have shewn tlie power 
of self-defence, which is permanent atid unass^lable : standing 
■poa the principles you have assumed, the wild and extravagant 
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hopes of (be enemy will bo thwarted ^ Europe will be aroused 
and animated to adopt a course so honoarablc ; and sorely nith 
the means of persevering tbus obTious, yon will not think it pra> 
dent or necmsmry to shrink from the principles you have adopt- 
ed, or take shelter in a peace which might be obtained by amora 
temporizing conduct, but which would neither be .safe nor dura, 
ble. But, Sir, I cannot encourage any sentiment so degrading ; 
I fed in common with every gentleman who hears me, the proud 
dtnation in which we havebeen placed, and the importance it 
basgi*enus in the scale of nations. 'The rank that we now 
bold, I trnst, we shall continue to cherish, and that, pursuing 
the same glorious course, we shaM all of ni feel it to be a soarca 
of pride and consolation that wc arc the subjects of the king of 
Great Britjun. 1 will not detain you longer. Sir, but will 
move for the first of my scries of resolutions in carryin;^ the 
plan of tasation into execution, vbich I iKtve eadearoured t» 
detail. 

' "The resolationi viae is foUow r 

" Resohfcd, 
'' That it ii the opinion of this comuittM.tliaC so much of an act made bcBe 
W Eeision of pirliunent, intitukd, ' An Act tor granting to his Majesty aa 
Aid and Contribution for the Prosecution of tho War," as charges any pecsoa 
with *n Additional duty in propertion^a the anioant of the rates or duties to 
whith, prior totlie jth liay of April, 1793, luch ptrson was Msesaed, accord- 
ing to anf assessment made in parsuaocc of anj act of parliament in force at 
the time of jiMsing the said act of the U^t selsias, be lepealed. 



•• That it islht opinleti of tlus wmniiiiee, that, towards .raisbg the snpply 
granted to hi: Majeiiy, tltere ix diarged aiuiDallT', daring a [erm to be limited, 
tbe seyeral ntes and duties foUowing, a'pon all income sriung from prapcnj 
in Great Britain, belonging to an? of his Uajesty's subjects, althongh not rea- 
dent in Great Brltun ; and upon aii income of •Fery perHin residing in Great 
Britain, and of every body politic or corporate, or companj-, fiateniitr> or 
society of ficrsons, whether corporate of not corporate, in Great Britain, 
whtther ^ny such income shall arise from lands, lepemend, or herfcdttaraentSt 
Wheresoever tbe same shall be aitujted in Great Britain, Or cbewhere; or 
Crttm atij kind, of persanal propertjr, or otiier propeity whatever ; or iron) aaf 
proTesiioD^ office, em^oyment, trade, or vocatiM j that is Co say. 
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One oDe-hundred-ind'-twcotiah part of ncK income, if the tune iLalL 
unouat Diitg 60I. pec sonnni, sod sb«!l be xinia 63L per annnm. 

One ninefr-fifch part of nich income, if the laaie ihall amount to Gj). but 
st^l be under 70I. • 

Oii« seventieth part of (uch income, if iIm Mme shall amount to 70I. but . 
■hall be under Jj\. 

Ooe sixty-fifth part of nun income, if the same ih*U amaaat to 75I, bot 
■hall bt under Be). 

Ooe sixtieth part of lU^h iacomei if the tame (hall amoDQI to SoL but shall 
be under 85I. 

One fifty-fifth part of nich mcome, if the aame shall amount to SjL but shall 
be under '9(d. 

One fiftieth part of nich income, if the same shall amount to goL but sball . 
be UBder Jjl, 

One forty-fifth part of tuch mcome, if the same shall amount to 9 jL but . 
^11 be under lOol. 

One fortieth part of such ineome, if the same •hall amouai to looL bot ;haU 
be under 105I. 

One thirty-eighth pan of lach income, if the u^e ihall amount to loji. bet 
but shall be under iiol. 

Doe thict^tiith part of ■ucti income, if the tame Aall ainonot to iiqL but 
■hall be under 115I. 

One tbirty-fourtb part of sudi income. If thewne shall amount to lljl. but 
■ball be under iiol. 

One thirty-second part of auch income, if the same Aall amount to lio!. but 
ahall be under iljl. 

One thirtieth part ot such iucome, if the lame AM atnount to IS5]. but 
•hall be under 130I. 

One twenty-eighth part of such income, if the same shall amount to ijoL but 
■hall blunder ijjl. 

One twerty-«wh part of mch income, if the same shall amount to 135!. but 
shallbeundcr 140I. 

One tweniy-fourth part ot such income, if the same ihall amount to 140I. but 
•hall be under i4jl. 

One twenty-«econd part of sfch income, if the same shall amoutit i4jL but 
shall be under ijol. 

One twentieth put of such income, if the tame ihall-amount to 150!. btit 
^all be under ijji. 

One nineteenth part of sudi income, if the same shall amount to 15JI. but 
■hall be un4er 160L 

One eighteenth part of such income, if the same >h<ll amount to 460I. but 
■hall be under ifijL 
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Om tetcotMnth put of (nch income, if the tame duH amooDt » 165L bat 
(ball be nnder 170L ^ 

One tixteaitb {art aftach iicgne, if the nme ihiU imovn to iToL but 
■h«U be under 175I. 

Oncfifteoitb part of Mcti income, if chenmcflullinunait Eoi^jl. bnt sIuH 
be ttDder iSol. 

One fbnrteench put of such inc<~-t, if the laffle ihaQ amoiat to 180I. but 
diall be under iSjI. 

One thirteenth put of nich income, iftheume shall ameont 101851 but 
shall be under 190I. 

One twelfth part of such income, if the lame ihall amount to 19^. bntshaO 
be nnder imL . 

One devqith part of mch income, ifthtsamea h allaroowittoigjl. bntihall 
fcennderiool. ' 

And one tenth pan of such inmne, if tbeaame shall amount to 300L or 



The resohtinit were ifteed to, RDd the KfOtt wu ordered to be recdred 01 
the Mowing day. 



XKO OV TBE BECOMD XOhVUV, 
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